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Editor's Fo re w o rd

For those w ho d o  n o t know  the region v e ry  w e ll, the Central A s ian  R e ­

publics tend to g e t  lu m p ed  together due to  th e ir  location, the s e e m in g ly  

slight variations in  e th n ic  com position, a n d  a  com m on past as p a rt o f  th e  

erstwhile U nion o f  S ov ie t Socialist R e p u b lic s .  However, sin ce  1991 

they have all r e g a in e d  their independence a n d  gone their own w a y , th e  

path of T u rk m en is tan  being perhaps the  m o s t  different and ev en  id io ­

syncratic. A m ong  th e  differences, m ost o b v io u s ly , is the ethnic m a k e u p , 

with a very large m a jo r ity  of Turkm ens a n d  a  relatively sm all m in o r i ty  

o f  other groups. T h e re  are also notable d iffe re n c e s  in history, p o l i t ic s ,  

and society in h e r ite d  not only from the S o v ie t  era  but much e a r l ie r  p e ­

riods as well. T h e  fa c t that substantial m in e ra l resources and d e p o s its  o f  

oil and gas ease  th e  econom ic transition c a n n o t be overlooked. H o w ­

ever, by far the m o s t  striking tw ist— w h ic h  h as not gone u n n o ticed  b y  

the international co m m u n ity  or u n c o m m en ted  on by the in te rn a tio n a l 

m edia—is the d o m in a n t  role of the p re s id e n t, Saparm urat N iyazov , b e t ­

ter known by h is t i t le  o f  Turkmenbashy.

Aside from b e in g  som ewhat d ifferent, T urkm enistan is an u n c o m ­

monly hard p lace to  w rite  about since it is re la tiv e ly  closed to fo re ig n e rs  

and the national m e d ia  is restricted in w h a t it can publish or b ro a d c a s t. 

So, there are ra th e r  fe w  specialists and ra th e r  few  sources o f in fo rm a tio n , 

much of the la tter b e in g  fairly limited and  u n re lia b le . M oreover, n o t s u r ­

prisingly T u rk m en b ash y  overshadows the o th e rs  in his regime, w h ile  o p ­

ponents are sca rce ly  k now n and probably p r e f e r  it that way. N o n e th e le ss , 

this is an im portan t co u n try , and w hatever c a n  be ascertained will b e  u s e ­

ful for those w ho w illy -n illy  have to deal w ith  it, which is why th is  H i s ­

torical D ictionary o f  Turkmenistan  has b e e n  long  in coming but is  p a r ­

ticularly w elcom e. T o  the extent possib le , a n d  this is often e a s ie r  fo r  

earlier periods th a n  th e  present day, th ere  a re  entries in the d ic tio n a ry  

section on im p o rtan t persons, institutions, a n d  events; on the e c o n o m y ,

v i i



s o c ie ty ,  an d  culture: and even o n  po litics. The w hole h is to ry  is summa­

r iz e d  in  th e  introduction and c h ro n o lo g y , going back to  th e  earliest com­

m u n itie s  an d  kingdom s, the c o m in g  o f  Tsarist Russia a n d  ru le  o f Soviet 

R u s s ia ,  a n d  today’s experim en ts. T h e  bibliography, th a n k fu lly  large for 

a c o u n t ry  so poorly researched , w ill prove very h e lp fu l fo r  those who 

w an t to  k n o w  more and have h a d  troub le  finding it.

T h is  is ju s t  about the last v o lu m e  in the Asian s e r ie s  fo r  the simple 

re a so n  th a t  it w as so difficult to  f in d  an author. Even th o s e  w h o  are busy 

w o rk in g  o n  C entral Asia, and th e y  a re  amazingly p ro lif ic , u su a lly  do not 

k n o w  m u c h  about T u rk m en istan , although they w o u ld  o b v io u sly  like 

s o m e o n e  e lse  to find out for th e m . T h is  someone e lse  h a s  tu rn ed  out to 

be R a f i s  A b azov , who is one o f  th e  leading sp ec ia lists  o n  Kyrgyzstan 

and K a z a k h s ta n  but has b ro a d e r reg io n a l interests as w e l l ,  now  includ­

ing  T u rk m e n is ta n . He has c a re fu lly  researched what is re a d i ly  available, 

and  d o n e  considerable d igg ing  to  f in d  many bits o f  in fo rm a tio n  that are 

n o t, a n d  especia lly  m anaged to  f i t  the parts together in to  a coherent 

w h o le . T h is  w as facilitated by h is  experiences as a s c h o la r  in Kyrgyz­

s tan , in  R u ss ia , in Great B rita in , a n d  now  in the U nited S ta te s ,  where he 

is an  a d ju n c t  lecturer at the H a rr im a n  Institute at C o lu m b ia  University. 

Dr. A b a z o v  has written e x te n s iv e ly , w ith his articles a p p e a r in g  in lead­

ing jo u r n a l s  and  broader e n c y c lo p e d ia s , and also as th e  a u th o r o f the 

H is to r ic a l  D ictionary o f  K y r g y z s ta n . T his volume o p en s n e w  ground for 

h im  a n d  p a v e s  the way for the  r e s t  o f  us.

v i i i  •  ED IT O R ' S  FO REW O RD

Jo n  W oronoff 

S eries  Editor



A ckn o w led g m en t s

It is a very d iff ic u lt  ta sk  to cover the rich  a n d  turbulent history o f  T u r k ­

menistan in a s in g le  volum e. I tried m y b e s t  in selecting the m o s t im ­

portant in fo rm atio n  and  most im portant e n tr ie s  for this book th ro u g h  

discussions and  co n su lta tio n s  with m y c o lle a g u e s  and friends in  an d  

outside o f the c o u n try . I am fully aw are th a t  m any entries and a s ig n i f ­

icant amount o f  in fo rm atio n  could not be  included  in this p u b lic a tio n  

due to lim itations o f  space and time. I h o p e  that this dictionary w ill  be 

a useful guide fo r  sch o la rs  and the g en e ra l p ub lic  to learn m ore a b o u t 

this country an d  to  co nduct further s tu d ie s  abou t Turkm enistan’s p a s t  

and present.

This book e m e rg e d  from  several y ea rs  o f  research on eco n o m ic  a n d  

social d ev e lo p m en t in Central Asia and  b e c a m e  possible only w ith  in ­

valuable co n trib u tio n s  and help from m an y  p eo p le  around me. M y  C e n ­

tral Asian c o lle a g u e s  generously sh ared  th e ir  collections, a r c h iv e s ,  

books, statistical d a ta  and periodicals d u r in g  my travels to C e n tra l  

Asian republics. I e sp e c ia lly  appreciate th e  h e lp  and assistance th a t I r e ­

ceived from m a n y  p eo p le  in the public lib ra r ie s  in Ashgabat an d  f ro m  

several scholars w h o  agreed  to read and d is c u s s  the early version o f  th is  

manuscript. N u m e ro u s  conversations a n d  deb a tes  with sch o lars  a n d  

N on-G overnm ental O rganization (N G O ) ac tiv is ts  at various a c a d e m ic  

conventions e n r ic h e d  m y knowledge a b o u t  the peculiarities o f  e c o ­

nom ic d ev e lo p m en t and  the many n u an ces  o f  political and socia l r e la ­

tions during the S o v ie t  and post-Soviet e ra  in the region in g en e ra l a n d  

in Turkm enistan in particu lar. In this re g a rd , the  events organized b y  th e  

Association for S tu d ie s  o f  Nationalities (A S N )  and the Central E u ra s ia n  

Studies Society (C E S S )  were particularly u se fu l and stim ulating.

A number o f  in d iv id u a ls  from various p a r ts  o f  the world have re a d  th e  

early version o f  th is  b o o k  and contributed th e ir  constructive critical c o m ­

ments and co rrec tio n s : Professor M ichael R yw kin , Professor E d w a rd

IX



X •  A C KN O W LED G M EN T S

B e lia e v , V italei Ponomarev, S h o k h ra t Kadyrov, F rank  D ay , and many 

o th e r co llea g u es , who chose to  re m a in  anonymous. I t r ie d  m y best to in­

c o rp o ra te  all their suggestions a n d  co rrec t all u n fo rtu n a te  inaccuracies in 

the c o u rs e  o f  the work on th is b o o k .  However, any e r ro rs  a re  the author's 

sole resp o n sib ility .

It is  m y pleasure to a c k n o w le d g e  the support o f  D r. Catherine 

N e p o m n iash c h ay a  and my c o lle a g u e s  at the H arrim an  In s titu te  at Co­

lu m b ia  U n iv ersity  for p ro v id in g  m e  w ith a supportive in te lle c tu a l envi­

ro n m e n t an d  their trust in m y lo n g  journey of w ritin g  th is  book. The 

field  s tu d y  trip  for some re se a rc h  on  Turkm enistan’s d ev e lo p m e n t be­

cam e p o ss ib le  with support o f  th e  H arrim an PepsiCo t r a v e l  fellowship.

I w o u ld  a lso  like to thank m y  w ife for all her s u p p o r t  and  under­

s ta n d in g  an d  fo r her in terest in  th e  volum es I c o m p le te d  w hile  I was 

w o rk in g  o n  th is book. She w as  a lw a y s  my first and p ro b a b ly  m ost crit­

ical r e a d e r  and  her rem arks e n c o u ra g e d  me to delve d e e p e r  into  details 

and a n a ly s e s .

I w o u ld  like to thank Jon W o ro n o ff , the series e d ito r , w h o  gave me 

this o p p o r tu n ity  and dealt p a t ie n tly  w ith my anarch ic  tim e tab le  and 

w ritin g  s ty le . H e carefully read  m y  m anuscript section  b y  section and 

p ro v id e d  valu ab le  com m ents.



Reader's N o t e

O ne of the m ost im p o rta n t issues in th e  p rep ara tio n  of this re fe re n c e  

work was that o f  co n sis ten cy . Should o n e  u s e  A sh g a b a t. A sh k h a b a d r, o r 

A sh  ’habat:; K u sh k a  o r  Gushgy\ N iazov , N iy a z o v , or Nyazov, F ir u z a  o r  

P evrizel The m a in  problem  is that th e re  w ere several s ig n if ic a n t 

changes in the u s a g e  o f  the script in th e  c o u n try  and therefore th e s e  

changes g en e ra ted  issu es  o f transliteration  o f  various words and  te rm s  

within the T u rk m e n  language itself and  f ro m  Turkmen to fo re ign  la n ­

guages as w ell. In  a d d itio n , the Turkm en la n g u a g e , which is the o f f ic ia l  

language o f  T u rk m e n is ta n , was largely s tan d a rd iz ed  only in th e  2 0 th  

century with c o n s id e ra b le  influences o f  R u s s ia n  and European l in g u is ts  

and scholars. T h e re fo re  some d ifferences s till  remain in T u rk m en  d i ­

alects within T u rk m e n is ta n  and am ong T u rk m e n s  o f A fghanistan, I r a n , 

Iraq, Turkey, an d  U zb ek istan . Some T u rk m e n  linguists still d e b a te  th e  

question o f re la t io n s  betw een the m o d ern  T urkm en and T urk ish  la n ­

guages and that o f  borrow ing  or re jecting  th e  new  international te rm s ,  

words, and c a te g o r ie s .  Finally, since the 1 9 9 0 s Turkm enistan has b e e n  

undergoing a p ro c e s s  o f  de-Russification o f  geographic term s, p e rs o n a l  

nam es, and a c a d e m ic  and technical te rm in o lo g y . This process h a s  n o t 

been com pleted y e t .

M A J O R  C H A N G E S

Turkmenistan (a lso  know n as Turkmen S o v ie t Socialist Republic u n til 

1991 and by co n v e n tio n  also called T u rkm en ia  until 1991) was es tab lish ed  

on August 7, 1921 , a s  an autonomous o b la s t  (province) within T u rk is tan  

(not to be confused  w ith  Turkmenistan) A u to n o m o u s Soviet Socialist R e ­

public. On O c to b e r 27 , 1924, T urkm enistan Autonomous O blast 

transformed into T u rk m en  Soviet Socialist Republic (Turkmen 5
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XII •  READER'S NOTE

c o m p ris in g  parts of the form er Z acasp ian  oblast, and so m e  d istric ts  of the 

B u k h a ra  E m irate  and Khiva K h a n a te . Soon after the es tab lish m en t of the 

S o v ie t sy s tem  in this region, the  K rem lin  authorities b e g a n  im plementa ­

tion o f  th e  Sovietization policy. T h is  included the so -called  cu ltura l revo­

lu tion  a n d  w ar on illiteracy. W ith in  on e  and a half decad es th e  social and 

cu ltu ra l landscape in the republic h ad  changed drastically. T h e  Soviet au­

th o ritie s  encouraged  the standard ization  o f the Turkmen lan g u ag e  and then 

ch a n g e d  th e  alphabet, first from  A rab ic  to Latin in 1928 a n d  then from 

Latin  to  C y rillic  in 1940. The K re m lin  invested heavily in e lim ina ting  the 

w id e sp re a d  illiteracy, publishing n e w  periodicals and p rin tin g  new  books, 

as w e ll a s  establishing a free a n d  com pulsory educational system . The 

R u ss ian  lan g u ag e  was actively i f  n o t  forcefully prom oted in adm inistrative 

d o c u m e n ts , education, and sc ien ces. In 1990, however, the  Turkm enistan! 

g o v e rn m e n t introduced the Law  o n  Languages and dec la red  the Turkmen 

la n g u ag e  a s  the sole official lan g u ag e  o f  the state, and, in 1 9 9 2 , it declared 

its in te n tio n  to switch from the C y ril lic  script to Latin w ith in  10 years.

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  created a s ig n if ic a n t challenge for ev e ry  re sea rch er on 

c o n te m p o ra ry  Turkm enistan. A  s ig n ifican t proportion o f  the Turk­

m e n is ta n  lite ra tu re  and d o cu m e n ta tio n  can be found in d iffe ren t lan­

g u ag es  a n d  in different scripts. M o s t  o f  the 19th- and ea rly -2 0 th -cen tu ry  

d o c u m e n ts  can  be found in R u s s ia n , Turkish, Farsi ( th e  language of 

state  a d m in is tra tio n  in the B u k h a ra  Em irate), and in T u rk m e n  (Arabic 

sc rip t). D u r in g  the first years o f  th e  S o v ie t system in T u rk m e n is ta n  most 

o f  the  d o c u m e n ts  and pub lications w ere  produced in R u ss ia n  and Turk ­

m en (in  A ra b ic  and then Latin s c r ip t ) .  M ost of the d o c u m e n ts  and pub­

lic a tio n s  b e tw e e n  1940 and 1991 w ere produced in R u ss ia n  and 

T u rk m e n  ( in  C yrillic  script). In  th e  post-Sovie t era a large p ro p o rtio n  of 

the s ta te  ad m in is tra tiv e  d o c u m en ta tio n  has been tran sferred  to  the Turk ­

m en la n g u a g e  (m ostly in the n e w ly  introduced Latin s c r ip t ,  although 

som e d o c u m e n ts  were still w ritten  in Turkm en using C y r il lic  scrip t). At 

the s a m e  t im e  the share o f  b o o k s , perio d ica ls , and o th er m a te r ia ls  pro ­

du ced  in  R u ss ia n  decreased s ig n if ic a n tly .

L A N G U A G E

The m o d e m  lite rary  Turkmen la n g u a g e  was largely s tan d a rd iz ed  in the 

1920s a n d  1930s with the arrival o f  m ass literacy and m a ss  m ed ia  and



establishment o f  th e  T urkm en state. D u rin g  th e  past 70 years m ost o f  the  

docum entation, l i te ra tu re , and mass m ed ia  w a s  produced in the m o d e rn  

standard T urkm en language. Yet, som e d iffe ren c es  among v a r io u s  d i ­

alects have re m a in e d  noticeable. A lthough  th e re  is no scholarly c o n s e n ­

sus on how m any d ia le c ts  exist in co n tem p o ra ry  Turkmenistan, m o s t la n ­

guage experts re c o g n iz e  several distinct m a jo r  dialects: Arsari, C h o w d u r , 

Goklen, Teke, S a lir ,  S a rik , and Yomud (y o m u t) .  For example, the sp e c ia l  

third-person s in g u la r  form  y o ro f  y o re m e k  (w a lk ) is used only in s o m e  

regional dialects; y u v u r  (run) is used in n o rth e rn  Yomud, while w e s te rn  

Yomuds use y o r t \  th e  w ord apbermek  (g iv e  u p , abandon) is c o m m o n ly  

used by western Y o m u d s  and the Teke in th e  A khal area, but not u s e d  in 

other parts o f th e  co u n try ; in the n o rth ea s te rn  and eastern parts o f  the  

country people u se  th e  w ord jora  to re fe r  to  m ale friends, w hile in  th e  

southern parts p e o p le  use jo ra  to refer to  fe m a le  friends.

During the S o v ie t  e ra  the Turkmen la n g u a g e  borrowed e x te n s iv e ly  

from  the R u ssian , e sp e c ia lly  in the fie ld s  o f  science, technology, le g a l 

terminology, an d  so m e  others. Yet, the R u ss ia n  language p e n e tra te d  

Turkmen society  to  a  lesser degree than in  K azakhstan or K y rg y z s ta n . 

However, since th e  la te  1980s there has b e e n  a strong trend to r e p la c e  

w ords o f R ussian  o rig in  with words o f  T u rk ic  origin. For e x a m p le ,  

uchar  replaced th e  R u ss ian  word sa m o ly o t  (a irp lan e), sebit rep la ced  th e  

w ord region ( r e g io n ) ,  um m an  replaced th e  w o rd  okean (ocean), y k ly m  

replaced m a ierik  (c o n tin e n t) , abatlaysh  re p la c e d  remont ( rep a ir) , g a z  

gechiriji rep laced  g a zo p ro vo d  (gas p ip e lin e ) ,  ta lyp  replaced s tu d e n t  

(student), ta s la m a  rep laced  proyekt ( d r a f t ) ,  ulgam  replaced s i s te m a  

(system), synp  re p la c e d  klass  (grade, c la s s ) ,  g o terim  replaced p r o t s e n t  

(percent), h a sa b a t  rep laced  statistika  (s ta tis t ic s ) , garayol re p la c e d  

schosse  (h ig h w ay ), a n d  so on.

Since the 1990s E n g lish  and Turkish w o rd s  have increasingly b e e n  

used in the T u rk m e n  m ass media and e v e ry d a y  life, especially a m o n g  

youth, students, a n d  urban  intelligentsia. S o m e  English words re p la c e d  

both Russian an d  T u rk m e n  equivalents in  in fo rm al everyday in te r a c ­

tion. For e x a m p le , E V M  (e lek tro n n o -vych is liteV n a ya  m a sh in a )  b e ­

cam e ko m p ’u te r  (c o m p u te r); kabinet b e c a m e  o ffis  (office); g o s t in i t s a  

becam e otel (h o te l) ; an d  the like. H o w ev er, th is  process has d e v e lo p e d  

to a much lesser d e g re e  than in K azak h stan  o r  Kyrgyzstan b e c a u se  o f  

the T urkm en istan 's  re la tiv e  isolation fro m  th e  Western world a n d  b e ­

cause of the state c o n tro l  over the m ass m e d ia  and television.

REA D ER'S N O TE •  x i i i
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T R A N S L I T E R A T I O N  A N D  P R O N U N C I A T I O N

The T u rk m e n  language u n d erw en t th re e  m ajor changes d u r in g  the 20th 

cen tu ry : f i r s t ,  from  the A rabic s c r ip t  to  the Latin based  o n  the  Unified 

T u rk ish  L a tin  A lphabet (U T L A ) in  1929; then from th e  L a tin  script to 

the C y r i l l ic  (R ussian) alphabet in  1940; and finally f ro m  C yrillic to 

Latin  in  1 9 9 5 . A s in neighboring U z b e k is ta n , there w as a  l im ite d  call for 

the in tro d u c tio n  o f  the Arabic s c r ip t  in the late 1980s; h o w e v e r ,  this step 

did n o t f in d  any  support from th e  gov ern m en t. The new  a lp h a b e t  (Taze 

E lip b iy i) b a se d  on the Latin sc r ip t w a s  introduced in 1995  a n d  consists 

o f  30  le t te r s :

The N ew  Turk m en  Alphabet (Taze Elipbiyi)

A a, B b , £  g, D d, E e, A a, F f , G  g, H h, I i, J j, Z  z,

K k, L I , M  m , N n, N n, O  o , O  6 , P p, R r, S s, § $, T  t,

U u, 0  ii, W  w, Y y, Y y, Z z

Letter Turkmen Word Pronunciation in English

A, a Altyn laJ—u n d er

B, b Bilbek /b/—big

C ? frga /ch/—ch a in

D, d Durmu$ /d/—day

E ,e Ene lei—Enola

A, a Alem /a /—ap p le

F ,f Mufti /f/—fruit

c , g Gorogly /g/—g az e lle

H, h Harman /h/—h o m e

1, i llgi hi—English

l \ Jeren /j/—Jane

U 2iraf /zh/—g en re

K, k Kol M —can

L, 1 Legen /!/—lion

M, m Manat Iml—m o n e y

N, n Nusay Ini—nest

N n Infie /ng/—long
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Letter Turkmen Word Pronunciation in English

O , o Oguz Han /o /—olive

O , 6 Ol /ir:/—Sir

P,P Polov /p /—peacock

R ,r Ruhnama /r/— reindeer

S ,s Serdar Is/—snail

§irin /sh /—shark

T ,t Tamdyr N —turtle

U, u Ulag /u /—foot

U, (i Ozum /u :/—tool [long u]

W, w Wei ay at /v /—violin

Y,y Umarat l\l—yellow

v ,y Yigit /y/—yetis

Z, z Zaman IzJ—zebra

Transliteration o f  m o d ern  Turkmen in to  E n g lish  was p roblem atic a n d  

inconsistent. O n e  o f  th e  main reasons is th a t  in the past, m any w o rd s ,  

especially g e o g ra p h ic  and  personal T u rk m e n  nam es, underwent d o u b le  

transliteration, f i r s t  fro m  Turkmen into R u s s ia n  and then from R u s s ia n  

into English. A g o o d  exam ple is the tra n s lite ra tio n  o f a sound th a t w a s  

traditionally re p re se n te d  by dzh in R u ss ian  (Jo h n  would be t r a n s l i te r ­

ated into D zhon). A n o th e r  good exam ple is th e  transliteration o f  a s o u n d  

that was tra d itio n a lly  represented by G  in T u rk m en  into K  in R u s s ia n  

(G a m  Bogaz w as trad itio n a lly  translitera ted  in to  K ara-B ogaz , e tc .) .

Many R ussified  g eograph ic  names w ere  w ritten  with a hyphen in th e  

p as t—K ara-B ogaz, e tc . The current trend  is to  drop the hyphen in  th e  

Turkmen spelling  o f  geographic nam es ( G a r a b o g a z , etc.). Som e m a p s  

and geographical p u b lica tio n s  still h y p h en a te  the geographic nam es; o th ­

ers do not use the h y p h e n ; there are even p u b lic a tio n s  that som etim es u se  

both variations. S in c e  the process o f tra n s it io n  from  the R ussified  v e r ­

sion to the T u rk m en  fo rm  has not been c o m p le te d  yet there are so m e  in ­

consistencies on m a n y  maps. For ex a m p le , the  Russified nam e o f  th e  

tow n Tashauz b e c a m e  Dashhovuz and D a s h o g u z .  In the 1990s m a n y  

cities and tow ns in th e  republic were re n a m e d . For example, the c i ty  o f  

K r a s n o v o d s k  b e c a m e  Turkm enbashy (so m e tim e s  spelled T u rb n e n b a sh i) ,  

the town o f K u sh ka  becam e Serhetabad , e tc .  In this dictionary, m o s t o f
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the n a m e s  o f  the cities and tow ns a r e  g iven  in accordance w ith  the cur­

rent T u rk m e n  language standards.

T h e re  is  a lso  no unanimity in tran s lite ra tio n  of p ersonal n am es. For 

ex a m p le , th e  nam e Niyazov  can  b e  fo u n d  in three form s N ia z o v ,  N iya ­

zov , a n d  N y a z o v .  The spelling N iy a z o v  is used th roughout th e  diction ­

ary. In th e  c a s e  o f  inconsistent u se  o f  certain  personal n a m e s  in litera ­

ture o r  m a s s  m ed ia , the author re fe rs  to  both variations.

T U R K M E N  N A M E S  A N D  TITLES

All T u rk m e n  nam es in this d ic tio n ary  are  given in a s tan d a rd  fo r m —the 

fam ily  n a m e  firs t, followed by the  f irs t  nam e in the en try  t i t le ,  and first 

nam e fo l lo w e d  by the family n am e in the text.

T he T u rk m e n s  traditionally r e fe r  to  each other by th e ir  f ir s t  nam es, 

fo llo w ed  b y  th e  fa th e r’s name. F o r e x a m p le , Serdar M a h ty m -o g ly  (Ser- 

dar so n  o f  M ah tym ). H owever, d u r in g  the Soviet e ra , th e re  was a 

change to  a  R u ss if ied  version, w h e re  th e  fa ther's  name e n d e d  w ith  Rus­

sified - v ic h  fo r male and -o v n a  fo r  fem ale. For e x a m p le ,  Serdar 

A san o v ic h  (S e rd a r  son of A san), G u li  Isakovna (Guli d a u g h te r  o f  Isak). 

The fo rm  o f  fam ily  names also e x p e r ie n c e d  Russian in f lu e n c e , as -ov  or 

-ev  w as a d d e d  to the end of fam ily  n a m e s  for male and -o v a  o r  -eva  was 

added to  th e  end  o f family n a m e s  fo r  female. For e x a m p le ,  Berdi 

K a ra y e v , J e r e n  K urbanova . In the  p o st-S o v ie t era, som e p e o p le  turned 

to the tra d i t io n a l  writing o f their fa m ily  nam es. One w ay o f  d o in g  so is 

by r e p la c in g  the suffix -ov, -e v , -o v a ,  o r -eva with - o g ly  o r  -gyzy- 

K a ra yev  b e c o m e s  Kara-ogly an d  K u rb a n o va  becom es K u rb a n -g y zy ■ 

The o th e r  w a y  is to drop the su ffix  -o v , -ev, or -ova and  u s e  a  shorter 

version  o f  th e i r  nam es.

T he a b s e n c e  o f  the letter V in th e  n ew  Turkmen a lp h ab e t (T a z e  Elip- 

biyi) a ls o  c o n tr ib u te s  to some in co n s is ten c ie s . For e x a m p le , th e  family 

nam e K a r a y e v  m igh t be written as  K a r a y e w  in Turkmen a n d  K a ra y e v  in 

E ng lish  in  th e  Turkm en in ternational passport.

T ra d it io n a lly  the Turkm ens, lik e  m o s t o f  the peoples in C e n tra l and 

East A s ia ,  h a v e  used  various title s  w ith  their names (u su a lly  w ith  their 

first n a m e s )  a n d  have been very s e n s it iv e  to proper titles. F o r  exam ple , 

a y o u n g e r  p e rs o n  is encouraged to  re fe r  to an older p erson  a s  ya sh u lv , 

w hile a n  o l d e r  o r  senior person re fe rs  to  a younger person a s  j i g i  (o r ini



in some dialects). In  a  recen t trend p eop le  h a v e  begun to use m o re  o f ­

ten the formal j e n a p  an d  jen a p la r  (m is te r (s ] ) ,  s iz in  alyhezretiniz  ( y o u r  

excellency), and o n y h  a lyhezre ti (his e x c e lle n c y )  in an official e n v i r o n ­

m ent. In the se rv ice  s e c to r  people began to  u s e  again  (literally m y e ld e r  

brother) as a p o lite  fo rm  o f  the reference to  a  c lien t.

In the p re -S o v ie t e r a ,  there were ti tle s  l ik e  k h a n , ha i, se rd a r ,  a n d  

o thers, which w e re  w id e ly  used in a d d re s s in g  nobility, lan d lo rd s , a n d  

officers o f the s ta te  adm inistration . T h e  t i t le  khanym  (i.e ., m a d a m )  

w as used to a d d re s s  fe m a le  members o f  th e  u p p er class. T h ese  t i t l e s  

w ere trad itionally  a d d e d  to  the first n a m e . F o r  exam ple, J u n a id -K h a n  

o r Nadyr-bai. D u r in g  the Soviet era . n o b le  title s  were ab o lish ed  a n d  

all titles w ere r e p la c e d  by the form al y o l d a s h , i.e., com rade. In  th e  

post-Soviet era, y o ld a s h  is rarely used , a n d  th e  usage of p re -S o v ie t t i ­

tles is slowly c o m in g  b ack , especially in  th e  rural areas and a m o n g  

traditional g ro u p s  o f  society , though th e r e  is no strict re g u la tio n  o f  

th e ir usage. In T u rk m e n is ta n , like in a ll  o th e r  Central A sian  R e ­

publics, the te rm  “ T u rk m e n ” often re fe rs  to  e thn ic  T urkm ens, w h i le  

the term “T u rk m e n is ta n i” refers to all c i t iz e n s  o f  T u rk m en istan , r e ­

gardless o f e th n ic  b ack g ro u n d . Due to  th e  sen sitiv ity  o f e thn ic  i s s u e s  

in T urkm enistan , I ch o se  to use the “ T u rk m e n is ta n  g o v e rn m e n t,"  

“Turkm enistan! P a r l ia m e n t,” and so o n .

REA D ER'S N O TE •  X V l ' i

ST A T IS T IC A L  D A T A

Collecting s ta tistica l data for this vo lu m e w as a challenging ta s k . In 

general, statistical an d  demographic data  fo r  the Soviet era are w id e ly  

available. The d a ta  w ere collected and p u b lish e d  systematically b o th  in 

Ashgabat and in M o sco w , although there w e re  gaps and distortions in the 

Soviet era statistics attributed to m ethodological weaknesses and so m e  d e ­

liberate m an ipu la tions. For example, the S o v ie t statistical agencies o fte n  

ignored the ex is ten c e  o f  the shadow ec o n o m y  in Central Asia and its  c o n ­

tribution to the ec o n o m ic  development o f  th e  Central Asian R ep u b lic s . 

There also were n u m ero u s  reports that the s ta tistica l data about p ro d u c tio n  

o f  cotton, grain , a n d  som e other agricultural c rops had been also m a n ip u ­

lated at the ra io n , o b la s t,  and republic lev e ls . These distortions and  s ta tis ­

tical m anipulations w ere widely discussed in W estern academia an d  th e re  

were several re sea rch ers  that attem pted to  explain the nature o f  the
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d isc rep an c ies  and  to produce critical eva lua tions of the s ta tis tic a l data .1 1 

largely re lie d  o n  the Soviet era s ta tis tic s  an d  demographic d a ta  throughout 

the book in  th e  sections that cover th e  Soviet-era d eve lopm en t. In some 

cases, h o w e v e r ,  I used other in d ep en d en t sources and, w hen it w a s  neces­

sary, id e n tif ie d  them  in the references (e .g .. according to the W o rld  Bank, 

official m a s s  m ed ia  reports, etc.).

A ccess to  th e  statistical data o f  th e  post-Soviet era was a re a l problem. 

T ransitional difficu lties of the 1990s n eg a tiv e ly  affected the s ta tis tica l agen ­

cies in T u rk m en is tan  because o f  ra p id  economic, structural, an d  social 

changes. T h e  post-Soviet developm ent also  influenced the m ethodology 

and p o licy  ap p ro ach  in gathering in fo rm atio n  in the country, a s  the gov­

ernm ent a tte m p te d  to abandon the S o v ie t-e ra  approach to d a ta  collection 

and to m a k e  d a ta  collection and data  developm ent consistent w ith  interna­

tional s ta n d a rd s . Between 1991 and 2 0 0 4  the Turkmenistan! governm ent 

and the T u rk m e n  Milli Hasabat (T u rk m e n  Statistical Institu te) regularly 

published s ta tis tica l data on eco n o m ic  and social deve lopm ent. Yet, the 

T urkm en istan ! official statistics are n o t alw ays available in th e  W est in a 

system atic fo rm . In addition, many e x p e rts  and representatives o f  interna­

tional o rg a n iz a tio n s  dispute som e o f  th e  Turkmenistan! sta tis tica l figures 

and q u es tio n  th e  methodology. T h ro u g h o u t the 1990s various W estern  in­

stitutions a n d  international organizations collected and pub lished  statistical 

data on T u rk m en is tan . However, th e re  are  significant inconsistencies and 

differences in  the numbers produced, espec ia lly  on such key issu e s  as pop ­

ulation g ro w th ,  agricultural output, so c ia l development, and s o m e  others.2 

I decided to  u se  both government s ta tis tica l data publications (su c h  as Turk­

m enistan, vo zro zh d io n n y i geniem v e lik o g o  Turkmenbashy: Z o lo ta ia  epokha  

T u r h n e n is ta n a  v tsifrakh ifa ktakh  [T urkm enistan , Revived by  th e  Genius 

o f G reat T u rkm enbashy : Golden E p o ch  o f  Turkmenistan in N u m b ers  and 

Facts]), g o v e rn m e n t mass media (N e  it  ra iny  i Turkmenistan, new spaper), 

and a lte rn a tiv e  sources of statistical d a ta . In each case I iden tified  the 

sources o f  in fo rm atio n  (“according to  governm ent statistics,” “ acco rd in g  to 

the W orld B a n k ,” “according to the C e n tra l Intelligence A gency ,” etc.).

H O W T O  U S E  T H E  D I C T I O N A R Y

All e n tr ie s  in  th e  H istorical D ic tio n a r y  o f  Turkmenistan  a re  a r ra n g e d  al ­

p h a b e tic a lly . In  case  o f spelling v a r ia tio n s  in geographical a n d  personal
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nam es, a “S e e ” r e f e re n c e  directs the re a d e r  to  the  spelling used in th is  

dictionary. C ro s s -re fe re n c e s  to relevant e n t r ie s  are indicated in b o ld  

within the entry o r  l i s te d  at the end of the e n t r y  under See also.

N O T E S

1. For d ecad es W e s t e r n  sc h o la rs  q u e s t io n e d  t h e  re lia b ili ty  and c o n s i s te n c y  

o f  the  Soviet and  p o s t - S o v ie t  s ta tis tic s . F o r d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  p rob lem s w ith  th e  

post-S ov ie t s ta tis tic s  s e e  R ic h a rd  P o m fre t, T h e  E c o n o m i e s  o f  C e n t r a l  A s i a  

(P rin ce to n , N .J.: P r i n c e to n  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1 9 9 5 ) ,  1 7 1 -1 7 6 .

2 . For e x a m p le , t h e  C e n tr a l  In te llig en ce  A g e n c y  (C IA ) estim ated  th a t  th e  

popula tion  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  w a s  4.775 m ill io n  in  m i d - 1993, w hile  th e  o f f i c i a l  

s ta tis tics  p ro jec ted  t h a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t  6.1 m illion in 2 0 0 3 .  S e e  

T u r k m e n is ta n ,  v o z r o z h d e n n y i  g e n i e m  v e l i k o g o  T u r k m e n b a s h y :  Z o l o t a i a  e p o k h a  

T u r k m e n i s ta n a  v  t s i f r a k h  i  f a k t a k h  [T u rk m e n is ta n ,  R e v iv e d  by the  G e n iu s  o f  

G re a t T u rk m e n b a sh y : G o ld e n  Epoch o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  in N um bers a n d  F a c t s ]  

(A shgaba t, 2 0 0 2 ) , 3 3 .  T h e  d iffe ren ce  w as m o re  t h a n  2 0  percen t. T h e re  a re  o t h e r  

som etim es ev en  b i g g e r  d is c re p a n c ie s  in th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  on T u rk m e n is ta n .  

H ow ever, in m an y  c a s e s  in te rn a tio n a l e x p e r ts  u s e  th e  g overnm en t s ta t is t ic s  a n d  

a d ju s t the da ta  by  u s i n g  d if fe re n t  sta tistica l m e th o d o lo g ie s .  T here fo re , t h r o u g h ­

o u t the text I c h o s e  t o  in c lu d e  the g o v e rn m e n t s t a t i s t i c s  along w ith  a l t e r n a t iv e  

d a ta  that w as p r o v id e d  b y  d iffe ren t in te rn a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s .





A cro n y m s and A b b re v ia t io n s

A D B A s ian  D evelopm ent B a n k

A g z y b ir l ik  P a r t y U nity  Party

A S T A cadem y of S c ien ces  o f  Turkm enistan

B P S R B ukhara People’s S o v ie t  Republic

C A E U C entral Asian E c o n o m ic  U nion

C A F C entral Asian F o ru m

C C C entral Com mittee

C E C C entral Election C o m m itte e

C I A C entral Intelligence A g e n c y

C I S Com m onw ealth o f  In d e p e n d e n t States

C P Com m unist Party

C P S U Com m unist Party o f  th e  Soviet Union

C P T Com m unist Party o f  T urkm enistan

C S C E Conference for S e c u r ity  and  Cooperation in 

Europe

C U Custom s Union

D K B D ogovor o K o lle k tiv n o i B ezopastnosti 

(C IS  Collective S e c u r ity  Treaty)

D P T Democratic Party o f  Turkm enistan

E B R D European Bank fo r  R econstruction  and 

Development

E C O Economic C o o p e ra tio n  Organization

E E C Eurasian E conom ic C o m m u n ity

E I U Economic In te llig en ce  U nit

F D I Foreign Direct In v e s tm e n ts

F T Z Free Trade Zone

G D P G ross Domestic P ro d u c t

G o s k o m s t a t G osudarstvennyi K o m ite t  p o  Statist ike 

(S tate Statistical C o m m itte e )
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G o s p l a n

G o s t e l e r a d i o

H D I

I M F

I M U

K G B

Kolkhoz
K O M S O M O L

K P S R

M a n a t

M D

M N B

N A T O  P f P

N G O

O I C

O S C E

P R C

R S F S R

S A D U M

S C O

Sovkhoz
T A S S R

T C P

T M H

T u r k i s t a n  A S S R  

T u r k m e n  S S R

G o s u d a r s tv e n n y i  Komitet p o  P la n iro v a n iu  

(S ta te  C o m m it te e  for Planning) 

G o s u d a r s tv e n n y i  Komitet p o  T e le v id e n iu  i 

R a d io v e s h c h a n iu  (State C om m ittee  o n  TV  and 

R ad io )

H u m an  D e v e lo p m e n t Index 

In te rn a tio n a l  M onetary Fund 

Is lam ic  M o v e m e n t o f Uzbekistan 

K o m ite t  G o su d a rs tv e n n o i B e zo p a s tn o s ti  

(C o m m itte e  o n  S tate Security)

K o lle k t iv n o y e  K hozyaistvo  (c o lle c tiv e  farm ) 

K o m m u n is t ic h e s k i i  Soyuz M o lo d e zh i  

(Y outh C o m m u n is t  League)

K h o re zm  P e o p le ’s Soviet R epublic 

N atio n a l c u r re n c y  o f  Turkm enistan 

M ilita ry  D is t r ic t

M in is te r s tv o  N a tsio n a ln o i B e zo p a s tn o s ti  

(N a tio n a l S e c u r i ty  M inistry)

N orth  A t la n t ic  T reaty  O rganization’s 

P a r tn e rsh ip  f o r  P eace (program) 

N o n g o v e rn m e n ta l Organization 

O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  the Islamic C o n fe ren ce  

O rg a n iz a tio n  fo r  Security and C o o p e ra tio n  in 

E urope

P eo p le’s R e p u b l ic  o f  China 

R ussian  S o v ie t  Federal Socialist R e p u b lic  

T s e n tr a ln o -A z ia ts k o y e  D ukhovnoye U p ra v le n iy e  

(C entral A s ia n  Spiritual Board)

S hanghai C o o p e ra tio n  Organization 

S o ve tsk o y e  K h o z y a is tv o  (Soviet fa rm )

T urk istan  A u to n o m o u s  Soviet S o c ia lis t 

R epublic

T urk istan  C o m m u n is t  Party

Tiirkm en M i l l i  H a sa b a t  (Turkmen S ta tis tic a l

Institu te)

T urkistan  A u to n o m o u s  Soviet S o c ia lis t 

R epublic

Turkm en S o v ie t  S ocialist Republic



U N

U N D P

U N E S C O

U S S R

W T O

United N ations

United N ations D e v e lo p m e n t Program 

United N ations E d u c a tio n a l, Scientific, a n d  

Cultural O rg a n iz a tio n  

Union of S ovie t S o c ia l is t  Republics 

World Trade O rg a n iz a tio n
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Chrono log y

E A R L Y  H I S T O R Y  U P  T O  A R O U N D  5 0 0  a .d .

2,000-1,000 b .c . Ir r ig a tio n  systems w e re  d ev e lo p ed  in what is n o w  

territory of T u rk m e n is ta n .

F i r s t  m illenn ium  b .c . T he state o f  K h o re z m  (Khorazm) and M a r -  

g iana (also M a r g u s h , M erv, or Mary) m e n tio n e d  in ancient c h ro n ic le s .

7th cen tury  b .c . K h o re z m  mentioned in a n c ie n t  chronicles.

3 r d  cen tury  b .c . A n c ie n t Merv (near p re s e n t-d a y  Mary; known in a n ­

tiquity as M a rg ia n a , A n tio c h ia , and M a rg ic in a )  w as founded.

3 2 9  B.C. A lex a n d e r the  G reat conquered C e n tra l  Asia, including a n ­

cien t Margiana.

3rd-2nd centuries b .c . G reeco-Bactrian s ta te s  in Central A sia.

2 n d  cen tury  b .c . T h e  G reat Silk Road s ta r te d  to function.

2 5 0  B.C.-224 a .d . A n c ien t principality K h o ra sa n  on the te rrito ry  o f  

present-day so u th ern  Turkm enistan and n o rth e a s te rn  Iran.

4th-5th  centuries a .d . The Kushan E m p ire  in Central Asia.

K H A N A T E S ,  A R R IV A L  O F  I S L A M :  5 5 2 -1 7 2 2  a . d .

552-744  Turk K h a n a te .

568-571 War b e tw e e n  western Turks an d  Ira n .

622 Beginning o f  M u slim  (Hijra) ca len d ar.

7th-8th centuries A rab s  conquered K h o ra sa n .

X XV II
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1 0 th  c e n t u r y  O ghuz, a T u rk m en  tr ib e  o f  Central A s ia , c o n v e rte d  to 

Is lam .

900—9 9 9  T h e  Samanid dynasty  ru le d  in K horasan.

999 S u l ta n  M ahm ud G aznevi c o n q u e re d  Khorasan a n d  estab lished  

G h a z n a v id s  dynasty .

9 9 3 ?  - 1 0 6 3  L ife  o f Togrul B eg , fo u n d e r  o f  the Turkish S e l ju k  em pire, 

w h ich  a t  th e  tim e  o f Togrul’s d e a th  in c lu d ed  all o f m o d e rn  Ira n , Iraq, 

ea s te rn  T u rk e y ,  and  Central A sia.

1027 T u rk m e n  tribes rebelled a g a in s t  G haznavids ruler.

1 0 3 5 -1 0 3 8  Seljuks defeated th e  G h a zn av id s  troops a n d  con q u ered  

M erv .

1055 T o g ru l  B eg defeated the B u w a y h id s  in Baghdad a n d  fo rc e d  the 

d e c lin in g  A b b a s id  caliphate to a c c e p t  th e  Seljuks as m ilita ry  p ro tec to rs 

o f the  C a l ip h a te .

1071 T h e  a rm y  led by Alp A rslan  d e fe a te d  the B yzan tines a t  the B at­

tle o f  M a n z ik e r t .

1 0 7 2 -1 0 7 4  C reation  of D ivan L u g a t  a t-T u rk  [D ictionary o f  T u rk  Di­

a lec ts] b y  M ak h m u d  Kashgari.

1 2 2 1 -1 2 2 2  G engh is Khan (a lso  s p e lle d  C hingis K h a n . f irs t k n o w n  as 

T e m u jin ) c o n q u e re d  Merv and K o n e u rg e n c h .

1357 M o n g o l  ru ler Janibek-K han o f  the Golden H orde co n q u e red  

K h o ra s a n .

1384 T a m e r la n e  (Timur) (1 3 3 6 -1 4 0 5 )  invaded K horasan.

1388 T a m e r la n e 's  troops sto rm ed  a n d  destroyed K o n e u rg e n c h , then 

one o f  th e  la rg e s t trading centers in C en tra l Asia. T am e rla n e ’s troops 

s to rm ed  a n d  destro y ed  Delhi.

1391 T u rk m e n  tribes rebelled a g a in s t  Tam erlane.

1 4 1 9 -1 4 2 1  T urkm en tribes reb e lled  ag a in s t Tamerlane su c c e s so rs  but 

w ere d e f e a te d  an d  forced to m igrate  to  A sia  Minor.

1486 T u rk m e n  tribes fought ag a in s t S heiban i Khan.
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1500-1512 S h e ib an i K h a n  defeated T im u rid s  an d  conquered C en tra l 

Asia.

1557 Turkmens u n d e r  th e  leadership o f  A b a -S e rd a r  fought against th e  

Persian (Iranian) tro o p s  an d  conquered A s tra b a d .

1558 Antony J e n k in s o n ,  British traveler a n d  agen t lor the B ritish - 

Russian trade c o m p a n y , trave led  to B ukhara a n d  K hiva.

1593 Bukhara tro o p s  co nquered  Merv.

1641 Visit o f  T u rk m e n  traders to M o sco w  m entioned in R u ss ian  

chronicles.

1647-1648 A b u lg a z i-K h a n  invaded the la n d  o f  the Turkmens.

1677 Some T u rk m en  trib es  came under p ro te c tio n  o f  the Russian s ta te .

1 7 1 3 -1 7 1 4  K h o d j i -N e p e s ,  the r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  Turkm ens o f  

M angyshlak, v isited  A s tra k h a n  and Saint P e te rsb u rg .

1715-1717 The K h iv a  K hanate army d e fe a te d  and  wiped out R u ss ian  

troops led by A le x a n d e r  B ekovich-C herkaskii (D ev let-K izden-M urza).

R U S S I A N  I N T E R E S T  IN  T U R K I S T A N :  1 7 2 2 - 1 9 1 7

1730 Turkmen tr ib e s  rebelled  against I ra n ia n  ru le r Nadir-Shah.

1731-1854 R ussia  ac q u ire d  the Kazakh s te p p e s  (territory o f  p re sen t-  

day Kazakhstan), in c lu d in g  T urkm en-populated  M angyshlak.

1740 Nadir-Shah in v a d e d  Bukhara and K h iv a .

1745 Turkmen tr ib e s  o f  M angyshlak ask e d  fo r  Russian pro tection.

1799 Turkmen tr ib e s  o f  M erv rebelled a g a in s t  the Bukhara K h an ate .

1801 The d e leg a tio n  o f  the Turkmen trib e s  o f  M angyshlak arrived  in  

St. Petersburg.

1803 Russian E m p ire  declared that the T u rk m e n  tribes of M an g y sh ­

lak came under R u ss ia n  protection.

1804-1813 R u ss ia n -Iran ian  war. which e n d e d  w ith the defeat o f  th e  

Iranian Army.
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1812 B r i ta in  allied  with R ussia  in  th e  w ar against N a p o le o n  Bona­

p arte  o f  F ra n c e . British Captain C r is t ie  and  Lieutenant H e n ry  Lindsay, 

m e m b e rs  o f  the  M alcolm  M ission  to  th e  Shah of Iran, w ere  fo u n d  fight­

ing a lo n g  w ith  the Iranian troops a g a in s t  the Russian tro o p s , th e  British 

ally  in th e  w a r  against Napoleon B o n a p a r te .

1813 P e a c e  agreem ent betw een  R u s s ia  and  Iran signed  in G ulistan . 

T he R u s s ia n  E m p ire  officially a c q u ir e d  G eorgia, D a g h estan , a n d  A zer ­

b a ijan .

1814 B r it ish - I ra n ia n  treaty d ire c te d  a g a in s t the increasing  R u ss ia n  in­

flu en ce  in  C e n tra l  Asia.

1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 1  N iko la i M urav’ev m is s io n  to  the Turkm en la n d .

1 8 2 6 -1 8 2 8  R ussian-Persian ( I ra n ia n )  w ar and defeat o f  th e  Iranian 

tro o p s. T h e  w a r  ended with s ig n in g  o f  the peace a g re e m e n t betw een 

R u ssia  a n d  Iran  in Turkm anchai.

1 8 2 8 -1 8 2 9  R ussian-Turkey w ar a n d  d efea t o f the T u rk ish  a rm ie s  in 

the B a lk a n s  a n d  the Caucasus. T h e  w a r  en d ed  with the peace  a g reem en t 

b e tw e en  R u s s ia  and  Turkey in A n d r io n .

1830 K h a n  o f  K hiva ordered T u rk m e n  tribes to move to  a n d  se ttle  in 

his te r r i to ry .

1 8 3 8 -  1 8 4 2  F irs t A nglo-A fghan w a r.

1 8 3 9 -  1 8 4 0  R u ssian s undertook th e i r  first unsuccessful e x p e d it io n  to 

K h iv a .

1842 E n t i r e  B ritish  garrison w as s la u g h te re d  in the ou tsk irts  o f  K abul. 

B ritish  r e t r e a te d  from A fghanistan . T w o  British o ffic e rs , C o lo n e l 

C h a rle s  S tu a r t  and  Captain A rthu r C o n n o lly , traveled th ro u g h  T urk- 

is tan , b u t  w e r e  captured  and hanged  in B ukhara .

1 8 4 7 -1 8 5 1  R u ssian  troops built a  m ilita ry  fortress on the d e l ta  o f  Syr 

D ary a  R i v e r  a n d  the Aral fleet on th e  A ra l Sea.

1 8 5 5 -  1 8 5 8  T u rk m en  tribes reb e lled  ag a in s t the Khiva K h a n a te .

1 8 5 6 -  1 8 5 7  B ritish-Persian (Iran ian ) w a r for the control o v e r  H erat 

and  d e f e a t  o f  P ersia . Persian S h ah  reco g n ized  the in d e p en d e n ce  o f  

H erat.
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1861 Turkmen trib es d e fe a te d  Persian tro o p s  n e a r  to the city o f  M erv .

1865 Russian troops c a p tu re d  Tashkent, an im p o r ta n t  trade cen ter a n d  

a strategic outpost o f  th e  K okand Khanate. R u s s ia n  authorities e s ta b ­

lished the Turkistan o b l a s t , w hich included th e  te rr ito ry  of p resen t-d ay  

Turkmenistan.

1866-1868 The R u s s ia n  advanced to the B u k h a ra  Khanate.

1867 The Turk istan G o v e rn o r-G en era lsh ip  w a s  established with i ts  

cen ter in Tashkent.

1869  Russian g e n e ra l  H . G . Stoletov a r r iv e d  o n  the eastern sh o re  o f  

th e  Caspian Sea a n d  e s ta b lish e d  a R u ss ia n  c i ty  and  port o f  K ra s -  

novodsk .

1873  The R ussian E m p ire  defeated the K h iv a  Khanate and e s ta b ­

lished  control o ver its  fo re ig n  policy, but a  sp e c ia l  treaty granted th e  

khan  o f the K hiva K h a n a te  control over in te rn a l affairs. The R u ss ia n s  

signed  a peace treaty  w ith  the Bukhara K h a n a te . R ussian  troops faced  a  

m utiny  in K okand, th e  c e n te r  o f  the K okand K h a n a te .

1878-1880  S econd A ng lo -A fghan  War. T h e  B ritish  established th e ir  

con tro l over A fg h a n is ta n ’s foreign re lations.

1879  Turkmens d e f e a te d  the Russian e x p e d itio n  troops led by g e n e ra l 

N ikolai Lomakin u n d e r  Geok-Tepe.

1880-1888  R ussian  governm ent built th e  Z acasp ian  railroad fro m  

U zun  Ada to S a m a rk a n d .

1881 Russian tro o p s  led  by General M ichae l S k o b elev  defeated T u rk ­

m en tribes and s to rm ed  the  fortress o f G e o k -T e p e  (in present-day A k h a l 

w ela ya t of T u rk m en is tan ). T he new borders w i th  P ersia  (now Iran) w e re  

established.

1882 Zacaspian m ili ta ry  departm ent w as re o rg an ize d  into Z acasp ian  

o b la st. It included A k h a l ,  Krasnovodsk, and  M an g y sh lak  districts.

1884 Russia a c q u ire d  the Merv oasis. M e rv  d is tric t was e s tab lish ed  

and was included in Z ac asp ian  oblast.

1887 The borders b e tw e e n  Russia’s p o sse s s io n s  in Central A sia a n d  

Afghanistan were fo rm a lly  established.



1895 C o n v e n t io n  was concluded b e tw e e n  G reat B ritain  a n d  R ussia 

(d iv is io n  o f  sp h e re s  o f  influence in th e  P a m irs  area). N obel b ro th e r s  be ­

gan o il e x t r a c t io n  in Cheleken (p re s e n t-d a y  T urkm enistan).

1897 Z a c a s p ia n  oblast becam e a p a r t  o f  Turkistan G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l ­

sh ip . T h e  f i r s t  c e n su s  was held in th e  R u ss ia n  Em pire.

1905 S t r ik e  o n  the Central A sian ra ilw a y  system  and on s o m e  fac to ­

ries in Z a c a s p ia n  oblast.

1906 S o ld ie r s  o f  Ashgabat garrison re b e lle d  against R ussian au th o ritie s .

1914 F i r s t  n ew sp ap er in T urkm en la n g u a g e — Z a k a sp iisk a ia  T uzem - 

n a ia  g a z e ta — w a s  published.

1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 8  W o rld  War I.

1916 W id e s p re a d  uprising o f C e n tra l  A sians, includ ing  T u rk m en  

trib es, a g a in s t  th e  Russian colonial ad m in is tra tio n  and R u ss ian  co lo n ia l 

policy.
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S O V IE T  E R A : 1 9 1 7 - 1 9 9 1

1917 R u s s ia n  D u m a forced the a b d ic a t io n  o f  Tsar N icolas I I , th e  last 

tsa r o f  th e  R u s s ia n  Empire. M a rc h : E stab lish m en t o f the s o v e t  (c o u n ­

cil) o f  w o r k e r s ' and  soldiers' dep u ties  in  A shgabat. A pril: T h e  T u rk is ta n  

G e n e ra l-G o v e rn e rs h ip  was abo lished  a n d  the Turkistan C o m m itte e  o f  

the P ro v is io n a l  G overnm ent was e s ta b lis h e d  in Tashkent. M a y :  F irst 

C o n g ress  o f  th e  so ve ts  (councils) in Z a c a sp ia n  oblast. J u ly : T h e  F irst 

C o n g ress  o f  th e  peasants' deputies in  Z acasp ian  oblast. O c t o b e r  25: 

T he B o ls h e v ik  R evolution in St. P e te rsb u rg . O cto b er 2 8 - N o v e m b e r  1: 

B o lsh e v ik s  c a m e  to  power in T ash k en t. N o v e m b e r  8: V lad im ir L e n in ’s 

D ecree  o n  L a n d  w as published in th e  new spaper N asha G a z e ta  [O ur 

N e w sp a p e r ] .

1918 J a n u a r y :  T h e  first issue o f  th e  B o lsh ev ik ’s new spaper I z v e s tia  

w as p u b l is h e d  in Ashgabat. T roops le d  by Junaid-K han (D z h u n a id -  

K han) c a p tu r e d  the  capital o f K h iv a  K h a n a te  and estab lished  co n tro l 

ov er its m i l i ta r y .  F e b ru a ry : Decree o n  nationalization o f all b a n k s  and 

bank b r a n c h e s  A p r il :  Troops led b y  Junaid-K han cap tured  a n d  d e ­

s troyed  G a ly m  v illag e . A nti-B olshevik r io t  o f  Semirechie C o s s a c k s  be ­
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gan . A pril 2 0 -M a y  1: T h e  Turkistan A u to n o m o u s  Soviet Socialist R e ­

pub lic  (TASSR) w as fo rm e d  within the R u s s ia n  S ovie t Federative S o ­

c ia list Republic (R S F S R ) . M ay : A n ti-B o lshev ik  rio t o f  the Czech c o rp s  

began . July: A n ti-B o lsh e v ik  riot in A shgabat; an ti-B olshev ik  troops e x ­

ecu ted  nine o f A s h g a b a t’s Bolshevik c o m m issa rs . A ugust: British o c ­

cupation  troops e n te re d  Zacaspian oblast. S e p te m b e r :  British tro o p s  

presided over e x e c u tio n  o f  26  com m issars in B a k u  (A zerbaijan) by a n ti-  

B olshevik troops. O c t o b e r  5 -1 5 : The C o n s titu tio n  o f Turkistan A S S R  

w as adopted during  th e  V I Extraordinary S e s s io n  o f  Turkistan S o v ie ts .

1919 Ja n u a ry  19—2 1 : A ntirevolutionary r io t  in Tashkent led by O s ­

ipov. M arch  1 9 -3 1 : S eco n d  Congress o f  th e  Turkistan C o m m u n is t 

Party  (TCP) and e s ta b lis h m e n t of the M u slim  B u rea u  o f the TCP. A p r i l  

7: Establishm ent o f  th e  Revolutionary M ilita ry  C ouncil (governm en t) 

o f  the Turkistan A S S R . J u ly : Mass riots in B u k h a ra , the capital o f  th e  

B ukhara Khanate, a n d  in several begliks  (d is tr ic ts )  populated by th e  

Turkm ens. Red A rm y  cap tu red  A shgabat. S e p te m b e r :  W hite G ra d s  

w ere defeated in O re n b u rg  oblast and O re n b u rg  front was liq u id a te d . 

R ussia  restored d ir e c t  transportation and com m u n ica tio n  links w ith  

Turkistan and sent a d d itio n a l troops and w e a p o n s  to Turkistan. N o ­

v em b er: Ju n aid -K h an  m oved  his troops to  K oneurgench and s o m e  

o th er cities to c o n ta in  R ed  Army advance in to  the  western d istric ts  o f  

the Khiva K hanate. D e c e m b e r : Red A rm y e n te r e d  the Khiva K h a n a te .

1920 Ja n u a ry : R e d  A rm y  supported by  s o m e  Turkmen tribes d e ­

feated the troops led  b y  Junaid-K han. Z a c a s p ia n  Revolutionary C o m ­

m ittee of the B o lsh e v ik  Party  was estab lish ed . F e b ru a ry : Seid A b d u lla  

K han , the last khan o f  th e  Khiva Khanate, a b d ic a te d . Red Army fo rc e s  

captured K rasnovodsk . Zacaspian front w as liq u id a te d . A pril: F irst K u ­

ru lta i (Congress) o f  P e o p le ’s representatives d e c la re d  the estab lishm en t 

o f  the Khoresm P e o p le ’s Soviet Republic (K P S R )  and ratified the f ir s t  

Constitution o f the K P S R . Sum m er: The f i r s t  land-and-w ater re fo rm s  

in Turkm enistan o b la s t .  A ugust: R ioters le d  by  Biashim -Serdar, th e  

Turkm en co m m an d e r, captured the tow n o f  S ak a r and several o th e r  

cities and towns in th e  B ukhara Khanate. B iash im -S e rd ar was d e c la re d  

the chairman o f  th e  revolu tionary  c o m m itte e . S ep tem b er: Red A rm y  

supported by local r io te rs  stormed B ukhara . T u rk is tan  State U n iv ers ity  

w as established in T a sh k e n t and began a c c e p tin g  students from v a r io u s  

parts of Central A s ia .  O c to b e r: First K u r u lta i  (C ongress) o f P e o p le ’s
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represen ta tiv es declared  the e s ta b lish m e n t o f  the Bukhara P e o p le ’s So ­

viet R ep u b lic  (B P S R ).

1 9 2 1  J a n u a r y :  Second C ongress o f  the Sovets o f th e  Z acasp ian  

oblast. J u n e :  F irs t Kurultai o f  the T u rk m e n s  o f the B u k h a ra  P eo p le ’s 

Soviet R e p u b lic  (B PSR ) was held. J u l y :  T hird  Congress o f  th e  Soviets 

of the Z a c a sp ia n  ob last. A u g u s t :  Z a c a s p ia n  oblast was r e n a m e d  T urk ­

men ob last.

1 9 2 2  A u g u s t  4 :  E nver Pasha, a T u rk is h  m ilitary officer an d  o n e  o f  the 

leaders o f  th e  B a sm a c h i  m ovem ent in C e n tra l Asia, was k il le d  in a bat ­

tle. D e c e m b e r  3 0 :  U nion of Soviet S o c ia l is t  Republics (U S S R ) w as es ­

tablished w ith  th e  capital in M oscow .

1 9 2 3  O c t o b e r :  T h e  G overnm ent o f  T u rk is ta n  issued a d e c r e e  on  liq ­

uidation o f  i l l i te r a c y  in Central A s ia .  F o u rth  K urulta i (C o n g re s s )  o f 

People’s re p re s e n ta tiv e s  renam ed th e  K horesm  People’s S o v ie t  R e ­

public (K P S R ) in to  the Khoresm  S o v ie t  Socialist R ep u b lic  (K S S R ). 

The K uru ltai a l s o  established T u rk m e n  A utonom ous o b la s t  w ith in  the 

KSSR.

1 9 2 4  J a n u a r y :  Junaid-K han’s a tte m p t to  organize a riot a n d  to  cap ­

ture K hiva fa i le d .  A p r i l  28: R eso lu tion  w a s  issued on the n e c e s s i ty  and 

tim eliness o f  n a tio n a l state delim ita tion  in C entral Asia. P ro v is io n a l ter ­

ritorial c o m m itte e s  w ere formed — U z b e k , Turkm en. K yrgyz , K a zak h , 

and Tajik. J u n e  1 2 :  Resolution was is s u e d  on the “n ation -sta te  d e lim i ­

tation in C e n tra l  A s ia .” O c t o b e r  2 7 :  T u rk m e n  Soviet S o cia lis t R e p u b ­

lic (T urkm en S S R )  w as established. N o v e m b e r :  Turkmen R e v o lu tio n ­

ary C o m m itte e  an d  O rgan iza tio n a l B u reau  of the C o m m u n is t  

(B olshevik) P a r ty  o f  Turkm enistan w e re  established. D e c e m b e r :  D e ­

cree o f  the R e v o lu tio n a ry  Com m ittee o n  th e  territorial co m p o s itio n  and 

borders o f  th e  T u rk m e n  SSR.

1 9 2 5  J a n u a r y :  F irst Congress o f te a c h e rs  w as held in T u rk m e n is ta n . 

F e b r u a r y :  F irs t  C o n g ress  of the C o m m u n is t  Party of T u rk m en is tan  and 

the First C o n g re s s  o f  the Soviets o f th e  T u rk m en  SSR. C o n g ress  o f  the 

Soviets ad o p ted  th e  declaration on e s ta b lish m e n t of the T u rk m e n  SSR  

and its v o lu n ta ry  u n io n  with the U SSR . M a r c h :  First C ongress o f  K o m ­

som ol in T u rk m e n is ta n . M a y : The T h ird  C o n g ress  of the S o v ie ts  o f  the 

USSR o ffic ia lly  incorporated  the T u rk m en  SSR  and Uzbek S S R  in to  the 

USSR. Sovie t a u th o rit ie s  in T urkm enistan  abolished the p rivate  o w n e r ­
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sh ip o f the land. S e p t e m b e r :  Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  began red istrib u tio n  o f  

land among poor f a rm e rs  in the M erv and  P o lto ra ts k  okrugs  (d is tr ic ts ) .

1 9 2 6  A dm in istrative re fo rm s in T u rk m e n is ta n . First film p ro d u tio n  

center, Turkm enfilm , w a s  established. S o v ie t au th o ritie s  began r e d is t r i ­

bution of land a m o n g  p o o r  farmers in the T e je n ,  Io lo ta n .T a k h ta -B a z a r, 

and Serakhs d is tr ic ts . F irs t kolkhoz w as e s ta b l is h e d  in T u rk m e n is ta n . 

O c to b e r :  W orking C o m m itte e  was e s ta b lis h e d  on  converting T u rk m e n  

alphabet from A ra b ic  sc rip t to Latin. A d m in is tra tiv e  reforms in T u r k ­

menistan. First c e n s u s  w as conducted in T u rk m e n  SSR.

1 9 2 7  About 20  k o lk h o z e s  were e s ta b l i s h e d  in T u rk m e n is ta n . 

M a r c h - A p r il :  T h e  S e c o n d  Congress o f  th e  S o v ie ts  of the T u rk m e n  

SSR adopted the F ir s t  C onstitu tion  o f the T u rk m e n  SSR. O c t o b e r :  R u s ­

sian Theatre w as o p e n e d  in Ashgabat. D e c e m b e r :  Radio station  w a s  

opened in A sh g ab a t. C om m unist (B o lsh e v ik )  Party  of T u rk m en is tan  

archive was e s ta b lish e d  in Ashgabat.

1 9 2 8  J a n u a r y :  T u rk m e n  Institute o f  C u l tu r e  (Turkm enkult) w a s  e s ­

tablished in A sh g a b a t. N o v e m b e r :  The f irs t  p ia tile tk a  plan ( f iv e -y e a r  

plan of econom ic d ev e lo p m e n t)  o f T u rk m en  S S R  was adopted.

1 9 2 9  Local e le c t io n s  w ere held in T u rk m e n is ta n . Soviet a u th o r it ie s  

announced that a b o u t  80  percent o f  the d e k h k a n s  (fanners) w e re  in ­

volved in various ty p e s  o f  cooperatives a n d  ko lkhozes. O c t o b e r :  T h e  

Turkm en alphabet w a s  officially  converted  fro m  A rabic to Latin s c r ip t ;  

opening of the T u rk m e n  State Theatre.

1 9 2 9 - 1 9 3 1  First w a v e  o f  Stalin purges. T r ib a l  leaders were d e p o r te d  

to concentration c a m p s  in what is now  te r r ito ry  o f the B alkan a n d  

Dashoguz w ela ya ts .

1 9 3 0  Mass c o lle c tiv iz a tio n  and se ttlem en t p rogram s began. P r im a ry  

education becam e co m p u lso ry . Fifth C o n g re s s  o f  the Com munist ( B o l ­

shevik) Party o f  T u rk m en is tan  prioritized d e v e lo p m e n t of oil e x tra c tin g  

and petrochem ical in d u strie s . Turkmen p e a s a n ts ’ riots in T u rk m en is tan  

in protest against m a ss  collectivization c a m p a ig n . Several th o u sa n d  

Turkm ens escaped  to  Afghanistan and Iran .

1 9 3 1  A new w a v e  o f  repressions ag a in st th e  traditional elite, as  r ic h  

farm ers, tribal le a d e rs ,  and representatives o f  th e  Turkmen in te llig e n ts ia  

w ere deported to K azak h stan  and other p a r ts  o f  the USSR.
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1932 T h e  g o v e rn m e n t o f T u rk m e n is ta n  announced c o m p le tio n  o f the 

first stage  o f  co llec tiv iza tio n . S o v ie t au th o rities  announced  th a t 75 per­

cent o f f a rm e r s  jo in e d  ko lkhozes.

1933 R e d  A rm y  troops d e fe a te d  th e  m ajor rem ain in g  Bastnachi 

groups. T h e  “ iro n  curtain” e s ta b lis h e d  on  the T urkm en b o rd e r  with 

A fghan istan  a n d  Iran .

1934 A p r i l :  T u rk m en  A gricultural In s titu te  was opened  in  A shgabat. 

M a y : F irst C o n g re s s  o f W riters o f  T u rk m e n  SSR in A sh g ab a t.

1935 J a n u a r y :  Fifth  Congress o f  th e  S o v ie ts  of the T u rk m en  S S R . D e ­

c e m b e r :  U n io n  o f  A rtists of T u rk m e n is ta n  was established in A shgabat.

1936 E x tra o rd in a ry  all-Turkmen C o n g re s s  o f  Soviets. T h e  n ew  C on ­

stitution o f  th e  U S S R  was adopted.

1936-1938  M a s s  purges against th e  T u rk m en  intelligentsia a n d  po lit ­

ical le ad e rsh ip  w e re  launched in th e  re p u b lic . Thousands w e re  sent to 

labor cam p s o r  ex e cu ted , accused o f  o p p o s in g  the political re g im e .

1937 M a r c h :  N e w  Constitution o f  T u rk m e n  SSR was a d o p te d . A u ­

gu st: T he T u rk m e n  governm ent a p p ro v e d  m ass publication o f  th e  c las ­

sics o f T u rk m e n  literature and poetry .

1938 L im ite d  rehabilitation  o f re p re s s e d  com m unist leaders. O p e n in g  

of the T u rk m en  S ta te  Philharm onic. T h e  introduction o f c o n sc r ip tio n  to 

the Red A rm y . U n io n  o f  Architects o f  T urkm en istan  was e s ta b lis h e d  in 

Ashgabat.

1939 C en su s  w a s  conducted in T u rk m e n  SSR .

1 940  A p r i l :  T h e  S oviet governm ent is su e d  a decree on fu r th e r  d e v e l ­

opment o f  c o t to n  production in the T u rk m e n  SSR. M a y : T u rk m e n is ta n  

converts its a lp h a b e t  from  Latin to C y r i l l ic  script.

1941 A p r i l :  T u rk m en is tan  Branch o f  th e  Academ y o f S c ie n c e s  w as 

opened in A s h g a b a t .  S e p te m b e r :  S o v ie t a n d  British troops e n te re d  Iran 

to neutralize N a z is  activities in the c o u n try . N o v e m b e r :  K urban  D u rd y  

became the f irs t  T u rk m en  decorated w ith  th e  medal of the H e ro  o f  the 

Soviet U nion.

1941-1945 S o v ie t  Union fought a g a in s t  the Nazis in W orld W a r  II. 

Mass m o b iliza tio n  o f  Turkmens to the w a r.



1 9 4 2  A p r il:  T he S o v ie t  government is su e d  a  decree on e s ta b lish in g  

an oil refinery p lan t in  Krasnovodsk.

1 9 4 5  World W ar II en d e d .

1 9 4 6  The g o v e rn m e n t o f  Turkmen SSR a d o p te d  the fourth p ia t i le tk a  

p lan . The Soviet t ro o p s  left northern Iran.

1 9 4 7  The Sovie t g o v e rn m e n t issued a d e c re e  on the construction o f  

the Kara Kum (G a ra g u m ) Canal.

1 9 4 8  O c t o b e r  6 : D ev asta tin g  earthquake in  A shgabat. It d e s tro y e d  

m ost of the city a n d  k ille d  between 30 .000 a n d  40 ,000  people.

1 9 5 0  S e p t e m b e r :  T u rk m en  State U n iv e rs ity  w as established in A s h ­

gabat.

1 9 5 1  J u ly : T u rk m e n  A cadem y of S c ien ces  w a s  opened in A sh g ab a t.

1 9 5 2  First issue o f  M u g a llym la r  G azeti (T e a c h e rs  Newspaper) w a s  

published in T u rk m e n is ta n .

1 9 5 3  Josef S ta lin  d ie d  in Moscow. T h e  K rem lin  began p o litic a l 

changes and the re h a b ilita tio n  of the T u rk m e n  intelligentsia, p o litic a l 

leaders, and o ther v ic t im s  o f  Stalin's re p re ss io n s .

1 9 5 7  F e b r u a r y :  T h e  G overnm ent o f T u rk m e n  SSR  declared c o m p u l ­

sory  seven-year e d u c a tio n .

1 9 5 8  M a r ch : F irs t C o n g ress  of Trade U n io n s  o f  Turkmenistan.

1 9 5 9  Census c o n d u c te d  in Turkm enistan. A sh g ab a t TV cen ter w a s  

opened.

1 9 6 1  The Soviet g o v e rn m e n t announced its  m ajo r investment p r o ­

g ram  into oil and g a s  in d u stry  in T u rk m en istan .

1 9 6 3  Turkmen P o ly te c h n ic  Institute was o p e n e d  in Ashgabat.

1 9 6 7  O c to b e r :  T h e  firs t line of the C en tra l A sia-C enter gas p ip e lin e

w as com pleted.

1 9 7 0  D e c e m b e r :  T h e  G overnm ent o f T u rk m e n  SSR issued a d e c re e  

o n  establishm ent o f  th e  M ary, Chardjou, an d  T ash a u z  oblasts.

1 9 7 3  The g o v e rn m e n t opened the M ary e le c t r ic  power g e n e ra tio n  

p la n t, then one o f  th e  largest in C entral A s ia .  Several h ig h -ra n k in g
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offic ia ls a r re s te d  in Ashgabat a n d  c o n v ic te d  under v a r io u s  crim inal 

charges.

1975 S h a tly k  G az field was o p e n e d .

1978 N e w  C onstitu tion  o f T u rk m e n  S SR  adopted.

1979 I s la m ic  Revolution in Iran . S o v ie t  army entered A fg h a n is ta n .

1984 T h e  f i r s t  m ass public o p in io n  su rv e y  in T urkm enistan  o n  the po ­

litical s i tu a tio n .

1985 M ik h a il  G orbachev cam e to  p o w e r. Beginning o f  th e  cam paign  

for changes in  Turkm enistan. M u h a m m e tn a z a r Gapurov, lo n g -s tan d in g  

first sec re ta ry  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR . w a s  replaced 

by S ap a rm u ra t N iyazov.

1986 D in m u h a m e d  Kunayev, lo n g s ta n d in g  Kazakh le a d e r , w as dis ­

missed an d  re p la c e d  by Genaddii K o lb in . Students in A lm a -A ta  organ ­

ized u n sa n c tio n e d  meetings and d e m o n s tra tio n s  in protest a t  K u n a y e v 's  

dism issal. T h e  T urkm en KGB and p o lic e  w ere mobilized to  ta k e  action 

against any  p o ss ib le  student and p u b lic  m eetings or d em o n s tra tio n s  in 

A shgabat. S e v e ra l high-ranking p a r ty  a n d  government o ff ic ia ls  in T urk ­

menistan w e re  d ism issed  under c o r ru p tio n  charges.

1989 M a y : Y outh  riots in A shgabat a n d  Nebitdag. A u g u s t:  A gzyb ir- 

lik, the firs t o p p o s itio n  party, was e s ta b lish e d  in A shgabat. D e c e m b e r :  

A gzybirlik c a l le d  fo r com m em orating v ic tim s of the R ussian  co n q u est 

of T u rk m en is tan .

1990 F e b r u a r y :  Agzybirlik held its fo u n d in g  congress. M ay : T h e  T urk ­

men language w a s  declared the sole s ta te  language in Turkm en S S R . The 

government o f  Turkm enistan introduced restrictions on reg is tra tio n  o f  in ­

dependent p u b lic  and political o rgan iza tio n s. June: The lead e rs  o f  the 

Central A sian  R epub lics gathered in B ish k e k  (then Frunze) an d  ag reed  to 

establish the C en tra l Asian Union (C A U ). A ugust: The T u rk m en  P arlia ­

ment adopted th e  Declaration on T u rk m en is tan 's  Sovereignty. O c to b e r  

27: Saparm urat N iyazov was elected, b y  d irec t ballot, as the first p re sid en t 

of T urkm enistan .

1991 F e b r u a r y :  C ongress of the o p p o s itio n  Democratic P a r ty  in  A sh ­

gabat. M a rc h  17: All-Union re fe ren d u m  on the future o f  th e  S ov ie t
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U nion . M ay: First F o u n d in g  Congress o f  a s so c ia tio n  “Turkmens o f  th e  

W orld .” A ugust 19: A nti-G orbachev coup  d ’e ta t  in Moscow. A u g u s t  

28: President Boris Y e lts in  declared that th e  R u ss ia n  Federation e s ta b ­

lished  its control o v e r  th e  key Soviet m in is tr ie s . S ep tem ber: T u rk m en  

SSR  was renam ed th e  R epub lic  of T u rk m en is tan .

I N D E P E N D E N C E

1991 O ctober 27: T h e  Turkmenistan S u p rem e  Soviet (Parliament) d e ­

c lared  the independence o f  Turkmenistan. D e c e m b e r : Belarus, the R u s ­

sian Federation, and th e  U kraine, founding m e m b e rs  o f the USSR, s ig n e d  

a  treaty dissolving th e  S o v ie t Union. T u rk m en is tan  expressed its desire  to  

jo in  the C om m onw ealth  o f  Independent S ta te s  (CIS). D ecem ber 16 : 

Turkey recognized th e  independence o f T u rk m en is tan . D ecem ber 17 : 

Yeltsin and G orbachev  ag reed  that the Soviet U n io n  would cease to e x is t  

on January 1, 1992. D e c e m b e r  21: T u rk m en is tan  signed the A lm a-A ta  

Declaration, which fo rm a liz ed  establishment o f  the CIS. D ecem ber 2 5 : 

Gorbachev resigned fro m  the post of p residen t.

1992 Jan u a ry : T h e  governm ent o f T u rk m e n is ta n  discussed in tro d u c ­

tion o f market p ric e s . Turkm enistan was a d m itte d  into the C o n fe ren ce  

fo r Security and C o o p e ra tio n  in Europe. F e b r u a r y :  First official v is it o f  

Jam es Baker, the U n ite d  S tates Secretary o f  S ta te ,  to  Ashgabat and o th e r  

cap ita ls of Central A s ia n  region. O pening o f  th e  U .S . Embassy in A s h ­

gabat. Turkm enistan jo in e d  the Econom ic C o o p era tio n  O rg an iza tio n . 

Turkm enistan b ec am e  a m em ber of the U n ite d  N ations. A pril 22—2 3 : 

Turkm enistan s ig n ed  an  agreem ent w ith n e ig h b o rin g  Central A s ia n  

states recognizing e x is t in g  borders. M ay  18: T urkm enistan in tro d u ce d  

its first post-Soviet C o n stitu tio n . Ju n e  21: S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov w as r e ­

e lec ted  unopposed to  a  five-year term as the  p re s id e n t of T u rkm en istan . 

J u ly : North A tlan tic  T reaty  Organization d e leg a tio n  visited T u rk ­

m enistan. A ugust 6: P residential decree d e re g u la te d  oil and gas e x p o r t  

prices. A ugust: T u rk m en is tan  was adm itted  to  the International M o n e ­

ta ry  Fund and E u ro p e a n  B ank of R econstru c tio n  and Development. N o ­

v e m b e r  24: E lec tio n s  w ere held for the K h a lk  M aslakhaty  (P e o p le ’s 

C ouncil). D ec e m b e r: T h e  Communist P a rty  o f  Turkm enistan w as r e ­

nam ed into the D e m o c ra tic  Party of T u rk m e n is ta n .
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1 9 9 3  J a n u a r y :  P resident o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  issued a  d e c re e  making 

w ater, e le c t r ic i ty ,  and  gas free o f  c h a r g e  fo r all citizens. A p r i l :  Turkish 

P residen t T u rg u t  O zal visited T u rk m e n is ta n . A p ril:  P re s id e n t Saparmu- 

rat N iy a z o v  v is ite d  the United S ta te s  fo r  the first tim e. M a y :  Program 

of e d u c a tio n a l re form s in troduced in  Turkm enistan, re p la c in g  the 10- 

year s c h o o lin g  sy stem  with the n in e -y e a r  cycle and f iv e -y e a r university 

system  b y  th e  fou r-y ear system . C IS  w o rk in g  meeting w as  h e ld  in Ash ­

gabat. T u rk m e n is ta n  and K a zak h s tan  s ig n ed  an A greem en t o n  Friend ­

ship a n d  C o o p e ra tio n . S e p t e m b e r :  T u rk m en istan ’s g o v e rn m e n t 

adopted a  p ro g ra m  on oil and g as s e c to r  developm ent u n til  2 0 2 0 . U.S. 

official d e le g a t io n  visited T u rk m e n is ta n . O c to b e r :  Partial libera liza tio n  

of retail p r ic e s .  Saparm urat N iy a z o v  officially  accep ted  th e  title of 

T u rk m en b a sh y . O fficial Iranian d e le g a tio n  led by P res id en t H ashem i 

R afsanjani v is i te d  Ashgabat and s ig n e d  several trade a g re e m e n ts . N o ­

v e m b e r  1: T h e  national currency, th e  m a n a t , was in tro d u ced  in T urk ­

m enistan w ith  in itia l exchange ra te  tw o  m a n a ts  per one U .S . d o lla r. D e ­

c e m b e r  2 3 :  P res id en t Yeltsin o f  th e  Russian F e d e ra tio n  v isited  

Ashgabat a n d  s ig n ed  a dual c it iz e n sh ip  agreem ent with T u rk m en is tan . 

D e c e m b e r  2 4 :  Turkm enistan fo rm a lly  becam e a m em ber o f  th e  C om ­

m onw ealth o f  Independent States.

1 9 9 4  J a n u a r y  1 5 : Turkm enistan h e ld  a  national re fe ren d u m  ex ten d ­

ing P re s id en t S aparm urat N iy az o v ’s presidential term  u n til  2002. 

M a r c h :  T h e  T urkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t issued a decree o n  re fo rm in g  

the k o lk h o ze s  (co llec tiv e  farms). M a y :  T h e  Turkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t 

adopted a p ro g ra m  on economic and  so c ia l  development in 1 9 9 4 -1 9 9 6 . 

J u ly : In tro d u c tio n  o f  additional re s tr ic tio n s  on mass m edia re g is tra tio n . 

S e p t e m b e r —O c t o b e r :  Arrest o f th e  lead in g  opposition f ig u re s  and 

members o f  o p p o s itio n  organizations. N o v e m b e r :  P rofessiona l P arlia ­

ment (M e jlis ) w a s  introduced. D e c e m b e r  11: National e le c tio n s  to  the 

50-m em ber M e jl i s  w ere held.

1 995  J a n u a r y :  T he first post-Sovie t c e n su s  was conducted  in T u rk ­

menistan. M a r c h :  Central Asian le a d e rs  met in D ash o g u z  (T u rk ­

menistan) to  d is c u s s  environm ental a n d  o th e r problems re la te d  to  the 

shrinking o f  th e  A ral Sea. A p r il:  F irs t post-Soviet C ongress o f  T rade 

Unions o f  T u rk m e n is ta n . M a y : S a p a rm u ra t Turkmenbashy v is i te d  the 

Russian F e d e ra tio n  and signed a g reem en ts  on trade and co o p e ra tio n  u n ­

til 2000. J u l y :  O pposition  youth g ro u p s  dem onstrated in A s h g a b a t.
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M ass arrests am ong  d em onstra to rs. S e p t e m b e r :  T he Turkm enistan! a n d  

Uzbekistani g o v e rn m e n ts  discussed d isp u tes  o n  oil exploration in b o r ­

d e r  areas. O c t o b e r :  A sh g a b a t hosted a m e e tin g  o f  governm ent an d  o p ­

position  forces o f  n e ig h b o rin g  Tajikistan in a n  attem pt to end the c iv i l  

w ar in that country. N o v e m b e r :  A joint T urkm en istan -R ussian  gas c o m ­

pany, T u rkm enR osG az, w as established. D e c e m b e r  12: The U nited  N a ­

tions General A sse m b ly  endorsed a re so lu tio n  on  a permanent n e u tra l  

status of T u rk m en is tan .

1 9 9 6  J a n u a r y :  U n re s t  in western and n o rth e rn  parts of T urkm enistan . 

Introduction o f free  distribution o f w heat am o n g  citizens o f T u rk ­

menistan. J u ly :  In tro d u c tio n  of military re fo rm s . S e p te m b e r :  T he f ir s t  

cam p opened for re fu g e e s  from  Afghanistan. O c t o b e r :  President N iy a z o v  

inaugurated the In s titu te  fo r Democracy and H u m a n  Rights, becom ing its  

director. N o v e m b e r :  Turkm enistan-R ussian neg o tia tio n s on the sta tu s  o f  

Russian border t ro o p s  in Turkmenistan and o th e r  border issues.

1 9 9 7  J a n u a r y :  T urkm en istan -A zerb a ijan  d is p u te s  on the status o f  o il  

fie lds in the C a sp ia n  S ea. A p ril:  P res id en t N iyazov dism issed th e  

prosecutor-general. J u n e  1 2 : T urkm enistan’s parliam ent approved th e  

new  criminal code . A u g u s t  12: T urkm en istan -R u ssian  disputes on  g a s  

prices. Russia te m p o ra lly  suspended im port o f  gas from T u rk m en istan . 

O c t o b e r :  D ecla ra tio n  on  establishing an in te rn a tio n a l consortium  to  

build  a T urkm en istan -P ak istan  (via A fg h a n is ta n ) gas pipeline. D e c e m ­

b e r :  Inauguration o f  th e  Turkm enistan-Iran g a s  pipeline. The b e g in n in g  

o f  T urkm en istan -A zerbaijan  negotiations o n  th e  disputed status o f  th e  

C aspian Sea. T he M e jl i s  extended P re s id e n t Saparmurat T u rk m e n - 

b ash y ’s term in o ff ic e  until 2002 w ithout e le c t io n s .

1 9 9 8  J a n u a r y :  M e e tin g  o f  members o f  th e  C en tra l Asian E c o n o m ic  

U nion. T urkm enistan  rejected  an in v ita tio n  to  jo in  the o rg a n iz a tio n . 

F e b r u a r y :  The g o v e rn m e n t issued a decree  o n  strengthening state c o n ­

tro l over the m ass m e d ia  and publishing. A p r i l :  Elections to the P e o ­

p le ’s Council w ere  h e ld . Saparmurat T u rk m e n b a sh y ’s official v is it  to  

the United S tates. T urk m en istan  police d e ta in e d  Avdy Kuliev, f o r m e r  

foreign minister a n d  d issid en t, in A sh g ab a t, u p o n  his return to T u r k ­

m enistan from M o s c o w  afte r five years in e x i le .  A u g u s t :  The A c a d e m y  

o f  Sciences o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  was re o rg an ize d . D e c e m b e r :  The O S C E  

opened its office in A sh g ab a t.

i
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1999 J a n u a r y :  A com m ission o n  h u m an  rights led b y  Saparmurat 

T u rk m e n b a sh y  w as established in T u rk m en istan . M a rc h  11: Negotia ­

tions b e tw e e n  th e  Taliban and N o r th e rn  A lliance took p la c e  in Ashga­

bat. J u n e :  T h e  m in ister o f fo re ig n  a f fa irs  o f  the Peop le’s R epub lic  of 

China v is i te d  A sh g ab a t. Ju ly : R e p re se n ta tiv e s  of the M o b il O il com ­

pany m et P re s id e n t  Saparm urat N iy a z o v . D ecem ber: Parliam entary  

elections h e ld  in  T urkm enistan. O f  th e  e lig ib le  population, 9 8 .9  percent 

turned o u t to  e le c t  50 deputies fo r  th e  new  M ejlis. D e c e m b e r  28: The 

People’s C o u n c i l  (K halk M a s la h a ty ) ex tended  in d efin ite ly  President 

S aparm urat N iy a z o v ’s term in o ff ic e ,  m ak in g  him presiden t fo r  life.

2000 J a n u a r y :  T urkm enistan  r e n e w e d  gas deliv ery  to  Russia. 

Saparm urat T u rk m en b ash y  a tten d ed  th e  C IS  summit in M o sc o w  and 

held a m e e tin g  w ith  newly elec ted  P re s id e n t  Vladimir P u tin  o f  Russia. 

M arch : T u rk m e n is ta n  o ffic ia lly  w ith d re w  from the T ra sc a sp ia n  

pipeline p ro je c t .  A p ril:  The g o v e rn m e n t issued a decree re s tr ic tin g  use 

of the In te rn e t  b y  citizens o f the r e p u b lic  and prohibiting th e m  from  

opening fo r e ig n  bank  accounts w ith o u t  authorization fro m  th e  state. 

M ay: P re s id e n t  V ladim ir Putin o f  R u s s ia  visited T u rk m en is tan  and 

signed a g re e m e n ts  on gas d e liv e rie s  fro m  Turkm enistan to  R ussia. 

June: T he T u rk m en -U zb ek  jo in t c o m m iss io n  on border d e lim ita tio n  

discussed e x is t in g  differences and d is p u te s .  A ugust: The g o v e rn m e n t 

of T u rk m e n is ta n  issued a d e c re e  th a t endorsed te a c h in g  at 

T urkm en istan ’s un iversities ex c lu s iv e ly  in Turkm en language . S e p te m ­

ber: P re s id en t Is lam  Karimov o f U z b e k is ta n  visited A sh g a b a t. O c to ­

ber: P re s id en t o f  T urkey visited A sh g a b a t. N ovem ber: J a p a n e s e  b u si ­

ness d e le g a tio n  v isited  T u rk m en is tan . D ecem ber: E a r th q u a k e  in 

western T u rk m e n is ta n . Selective c e n su s  o f  households in T u rk m e n is ta n .

2001 F e b r u a r y :  President Saparm urat Turkm enbashy d ec la red  that he 

might resign in 2020 . A pril: The g o v e rn m e n t o f T urkm enistan c losed  

down the N a tio n a l O pera and Ballet T h e a tre , the Mylly T ac h m u rad o v  

State P h ilh a rm o n ic  Society, the N ational F o lk  Dance C om pany , a n d  the 

National C irc u s  C en ter. M ay: C onflict b e tw een  Turkmenistan a n d  A zer ­

baijan on the s ta tu s  o f  the maritime b o rd e r  betw een the countries an d  ex ­

ploration fo r o il in the disputed territo ries . Congress of World T u rk m e n s  

was held in A sh g a b a t. June : T urkm enistan  recalled its am b assad o r from  

Azerbaijan. T u rk m en is tan  established th e  N ational Security C o u n c il  and  

State C o m m issio n  on Technical Supply o f  D efense Forces and o rd e re d  to
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dow nsize its army by  a b o u t 10,000 people. S e p te m b e r  14: Turkm enistan 

condem ned terrorist a tta c k s  on the United S ta te s  and  declared its su p p o rt 

o f  the U.S.-led a c tio n s  aga inst international te rro rism . S ep tem ber 19: 

T h e  government o f  T u rk m en is tan  announced th a t  it would refrain from  a 

m ilitary  contribution to  th e  United States-led w a r  against Taliban re g im e  

in Afghanistan c itin g  its  neutral status. S e p te m b e r  24: Turkm enistan 

ag reed  to open its a irs p a c e  and its airports fo r  U .S . and international h u ­

m anitarian flights fo r  th e  duration of the w ar in  A fghanistan. N o v e m b e r  

15: Turkmenistan a u th o ritie s  introduced re s tr ic tio n s  on local access to  

som e R ussian-language websites. N o v e m b e r: B oris Shikhm uradov, 

Turkm enistan’s a m b a ssa d o r  to the People’s R e p u b lic  o f  China and fo rm e r 

vice-prem ier and m in is te r  o f  foreign affairs, d e fe c te d  and declared his o p ­

position  against N iy a z o v ’s regime.

2 0 0 2  M arch  4: P re s id e n t Niyazov estab lish ed  a  comm ission to in v e s ­

tig a te  crimes and h u m a n  rights violations c o m m itte d  by agents o f  th e  

N ational Security M in is try  (NSM ). M ay: T h e  com m ission  on the N S M  

announced that it u n c o v e re d  cases of arb itrary  d e ten tio n , torture, and e x ­

to rtion ; more than s ix ty  N S M  officers were fo rc e d  to resign, and 22 w e re  

prosecuted, including  M uk h am et Nazarov, th e  fo rm e r NSM Chair. A u ­

g u s t: Saparmurat T u rk m en b ash y  renamed th e  m o n th s of the year a f te r  

h im self, his m other, a n d  his spiritual guide, th e  Rukhnam a. S e p te m b e r  

27: Russian police a r re s te d  Murat G arabaev, a  fo rm er Central B ank o f  

Turkm enistan offic ia l o n  an extradition re q u est fro m  Turkmenistan. N o ­

v e m b e r  25: P residen t Saparm urat T u rk m en b ash y ’s motorcade cam e u n ­

d e r  attack in the c a p ita l .  Turkmenistan a u th o rit ie s  announced that th e  

attem pted coup d ’e ta t  w a s  organized by e x ile d  opposition  leaders. R e p ­

resentatives o f an o p p o s itio n  claimed that T u rk m e n is ta n 's  authorities in i ­

tia ted  the accident in o rd e r  to crack dow n o n  th e  political op p o sitio n . 

W orsening d ip lom atic  re la tio n s with U zb ek istan  and  Russia. D e c e m b e r  

16: Turkm enistan N a tio n a l Security M in istry ’s  o ff ice rs  searched the r e s ­

idence of Uzbek A m b a ssa d o r  Abdurashid K a d y ro v , accusing him o f  a s ­

s is tin g  the o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  the assassina tion  attem pt on P re s id en t 

Saparm urat N iyazov. D e c e m b e r: Boris S h ik h m u ra d o v  was sentenced to  

life  in prison on a c c u sa tio n s  o f  organizing th e  assassination attem pt o n  

P resident Saparm urat N iy azo v  and corruption ch a rg es .

2 0 0 3  Jan u ary : T h e  R ussian  government p le d g e d  to defend any R u s ­

s ian  citizens, includ ing  journalists, who face p ro se cu tio n  in Turkm enistan
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on accu sa tio n  o i involvement in the  assassination  attem pt o n  President 

Niyazov. T u rk m e n is ta n  refused to  a tte n d  a meeting o f rep resen ta tives of 

Caspian l i tto ra l  states scheduled to  ta k e  p lace  in Tehran. T he governm ent 

substantially  ra is e d  the average m o n th ly  salary  of governm ent em ployees 

and state p e n s io n s . F eb ru ary : P re s id e n t Niyazov announced  new  rules 

lor reg is tra tio n  o f foreigners and c o n tro l o f  their m ovem ents w ith in  Turk ­

menistan a n d  th e  reintroduction o f  e x i t  v isas for Turkmen c itiz en s . The 

governm ent o f  Turkmenistan adopted  a  resolution “on c itiz e n s  o f  Turk ­

menistan s tu d y in g  in higher education  institutions in foreign s ta tes ,” al ­

lowing the C e n tra l  Bank of T urk m en istan  to exchange the T u rk m en  m an ­

ats into c o n v e r tib le  hard currencies f o r  those students w h o  obtained 

permits to s tu d y  in foreign countries. S ap arm u ra t Niyazov d e m a n d e d  that 

70 percent o f  fo re ig n  firms' em p lo y ees  m ust be T urkm enistan  citizens. 

M arch: T urk m en istan  and Iran d isc u sse d  the delimitation o f  th e  C aspian 

seabed. P re s id e n t Saparmurat N iy azo v  v isited  Iran and s ig n e d  several 

agreem ents o n  cooperation betw een th e  tw o countries. A p r i l :  T urk ­

menistan h e ld  e lec tions to the P e o p le ’s C ouncil. President S ap arm u ra t 

Niyazov v is i te d  M oscow and s ig n e d  an agreement w ith  R u ss ia 's  

Gazprom to  s e ll  60  billion cubic m e te rs  o f  gas annually. P resident 

Saparmurat N iy a z o v  ordered to rev o k e  th e  1993 dual c itiz en sh ip  agree ­

ment with R u s s ia  and gave those h o ld in g  dual citizenship tw o  m o n th s  to 

decide w h ich  citizenship  to choose . M a y : President N iy a z o v  fired 

L ieutenant-G eneral Serdar Chariyarov, th e  first deputy d e fen se  m in ister 

and chief o f  th e  general staff as well a s  com m ander o f the c o u n try ’s air 

force, accu sin g  h im  of involvement in th e  assassination attem pt o n  N iya ­

zov in N o v e m b e r 2002. June: T u rk m en istan  and Russian fo re ig n  o ffic ia ls 

discussed p h a s in g  out dual c it iz e n s h ip . Ju ly : Toily G u rb a n o v  — 

Turkm enistan s am bassador to A rm enia an d  a former m inister o f  fo reign  

economic r e la t io n s — defected to the U n ite d  States. Kazakhstan a n d  T urk ­

menistan a g re e d  on  a draft agreem ent o n  delimitation o f th e  C asp ian  

seabed and d e c id e d  that the next talks sh o u ld  include A zerb a ijan . T u rk ­

menistan s ig n e d  contracts with the U k ra in ia n  state gas firm  N a fto h az  

Ukrayina to se ll 3 6  billion cubic m eters o f  Turkmen natural g as a n d  w ith 

the Russian f irm  Itera  to sell up to 10 b illio n  cubic meters o f g a s  in 2004 . 

August: T u rk m e n is ta n ’s media pub lished  the text of the law on  c o m b a t ­

ing terrorism , w h ic h  was approved d u rin g  a  session of the K h a lk  M a s la -  

haty- (P eop le 's  A ssem b ly ). The G o v ern m en t o f  Turkmenistan an n o u n c e d  

that NATO w o u ld  increase its m ilitary cooperation with T u rk m en is tan
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w ith in  the fram ew ork o f  the Partnership for P e a c e  program. O c to b er 2 4 : 

Seventh  Congress o f  W o rld  Turkmens took p la c e  in Ashgabat rep resen t ­

ing Turkmens from  2 2  co u n tries, including A fg h a n is ta n , Iran, Saudi A ra ­

b ia , Pakistan, Syria , a n d  Turkey. N o v em b er: President Niyazov a n ­

nounced that T u rk m e n is ta n ’s farmers would b e  exem pted from p ay in g  

taxes until 2020. P re s id e n t Saparmurat N iyazov  s ig n ed  the new T urkm en 

law  on public a sso c ia tio n s , regulating the a c tiv it ie s  o f  all NGOs. D e c e m ­

b e r :  The governm ents o f  Afghanistan, P ak is tan , and Turkmenistan a n ­

nounced their in ten tion  to  build a 1,200-k ilom eter gas pipeline at an e x ­

pec ted  cost o f U S$3.5  b illio n . Turkmenistan an n o u n c e d  the opening o f  a  

T urkm enistan-Iran-T urkey electric energy e x p o r tin g  line.

2 0 0 4  Jan u a ry : A z e rb a ija n  and Turkm enistan  h e ld  an official m eetin g  

o n  the delim itation o f  the Caspian seabed . F e b r u a r y  24: P resid en t 

Saparm urat N iyazov m e t Iranian Foreign M in is te r  Kam al Kharrazi, a n d  

d iscussed  the c o u n tr ie s ’ position on the C a s p ia n  Seabed delim ita tion , 

th e  construction o f  th e  F riendsh ip  Water D a m , a n d  the delivery o f T u rk ­

m en  energy to Iran . M a r c h :  The United N a tio n s  and T urkm enistan 

s ig n ed  the United N a tio n s  Development A ss is ta n c e  Fram ew ork, a  

strateg ic  planning d o c u m e n t for cooperation b e tw e en  the g overnm en t 

an d  UN agencies fo r th e  nex t five years (2 0 0 5 -2 0 0 9 ) .  The M ejlis  (T u rk ­

m en istan ’s p a rliam en t) dec lared  2004 “the y e a r  o f  Atamyrat N iy azo v , 

h ero  o f T urkm enistan  an d  father of S a p a rm u ra t Turkmenbashy th e  

G rea t, T urkm enistan’s f irs t and life p re s id e n t”  in honor of the p re s i ­

d e n t’s father w ho w a s  k illed  in World W ar II . L inn Pasco, the U .S . 

depu ty  assistant s e c re ta ry  o f  state for E u ro p e a n  and Eurasian a f fa irs , 

v isited  Ashgabat an d  d iscu ssed  U .S .-T urkm en istan  political and m ili ­

ta ry  cooperation w ith  President Saparm urat N iyazov . A pril: T u rk ­

m e n is ta n  governm en t conducted  negotiations w ith  the Itochu and J G C  

o f  Japan on a U S$2 b illio n  project to m o d e rn iz e  the country’s re f in e r ­

ies. T urkm enistan  c o u r t  sentenced Poran B e rd iy e v , form erTurkm en in ­

te rio r minister and c h a irm a n  of the N ational S ecu rity  Ministry, to 2 5  

y ea rs  in prison. P re s id e n t Saparmurat N iy azo v  pub lic ly  dism issed s e v ­

e ra l senior officials, in c lu d in g  the m inister o f  f in a n c e , minister o f  e d u ­

c a tio n , deputy m ay o r o f  A shgabat, rectors o f  th e  Turkmen Institute o f  

N ational Econom y a n d  the Polytechnic In s t i tu te ,  and heads o f  sev e ra l 

m ajo r Turkmen b a n k s . M a y : The Third C o n g re s s  o f  the Youth U n io n  

N am ed  after M a g ty m g u ly  w as held in A sh g a b a t. Turkm enistan 's a rm e d
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forces c o n d u c te d  m ilitary e x e rc ise s , e m u la tin g  army ac tio n s  against ter­

rorist a t ta c k s  o n  o il refineries. T h e  governm ent adop ted  a  decree on 

abolition o f  c r im in a l re sp o n sib ilitie s  fo r the violation o f  law  on reli­

gious o rg a n iz a t io n s . J u n e :  M in is try  o f  Education began valid a tio n  of 

all h ig h er e d u c a t io n  degrees r e c e iv e d  ou tside the co u n try  s in ce  1993. 

The w ork  b e g a n  on  m odernization  o f  several T u rk m en istan i sections 

of the C e n tra l  A sia-C enter gas p ip e l in e .  S ep tem b er: T h e  seco n d  vol­

ume o f  R u k h n a m a ,  spiritual b o o k  a u th o re d  by Presiden t Saparm urat 

T u rk m en b ash y , w as published. O c t o b e r :  The Central C o m m iss io n  on 

Elections a n d  R eferendum s o f T u rk m e n is ta n  approved c o m p o s itio n  of 

electoral c o m m is s io n s  for the p a r lia m e n ta ry  elections to  M ejlis  and 

confirm ed th a t  the  elections w ou ld  b e  h eld  in Decem ber 2 0 0 4 .



In t rod uct ion

Turkm enistan (a lso  k n o w n  as the T urkm en R e p u b lic  and by c o n v e n tio n  

called “Turkm enia”  u n til  1991) was e s ta b lish e d  on  October 2 7 ,1 9 2 4 , a s  

the Turkmen S o v ie t S o c ia lis t Republic (T S S R ) ,  a member o f the U n io n  

o f  Soviet Socialist R e p u b lic s  (USSR). It in c lu d e d  parts of the te r r ito ry  

that during the R u s s ia n  Em pire era was d iv id e d  betw een the Z a c a sp ia n  

o b la st and w estern  d is tr ic ts  o f the sem i-in d ep e n d en t Bukhara E m ira te  

and  Khiva K h an ate . In  1927 Turkm enistan ad o p ted  its first C o n s ti tu ­

tion , which g u a ra n te e d  rights to m aintain s o m e  autonom y in c u l tu ra l ,  

adm inistrative, a n d  so c ia l affairs. The T u rk m en is tan ! governm ent d e ­

clared its in d ep en d e n ce  from  the USSR o n  O c to b e r  27, 1991.

L A N D  A N D  P E O P L E

Turkm enistan is lo c a te d  in Central A sia, s h a r in g  379 kilometers o f  its  

borders with K a z a k h s ta n  in the north, 1,621 k ilo m e te rs  with U z b e k is ta n  

in the east, 744 k ilo m e te rs  with A fghan istan  in the southeast, and  9 9 2  

kilometers with I ra n  in the south (2004, C IA  d a ta ) .1 The C aspian S e a ,  

located on the w e s te rn  borders of T u rk m e n is ta n , is divided b e tw e e n  

Azerbaijan, Iran, K a zak h stan , Russia, a n d  Turkm enistan. The T u rk -  

menbashy (fo rm er K rasnovodsk) seaport p ro v id e s  the only m arine  a c ­

cess for the c o u n try ’s international trade a n d  connects T u rk m en is tan  

w ith seaports in A z e rb a ijan  and R ussia . T h e  southern borders a r e  

fram ed by the K o p e td a g  mountain ranges th a t  stretch along the b o rd e r  

w ith Iran from th e  so u th e a s t to the n o rth w e s t. M ost o f these ran g es a re  

in Iran. N o n e th e le ss , the Kopetdag m o u n ta in  ranges host S h a h sh a h  

M ountain, one o f  th e  h ighest summits in T u rk m en is tan  (2,912 m e te r s ,  

o r 9,554 feet). T h e  p e a k  is located close to  th e  Turkm enistan-Iran b o r ­

d e r in southern T u rk m en is tan .

xlvii
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The c o u n try  has a land area o f  4 8 8 ,1 0 0  square k ilo m e te rs  (188,455 

square m ile s ) . Its territory, shaped a s  a n  uneven pentagon, l ie s  between 

5 and 42  d e g re e s  north of the e q u a to r — w hich is ap p ro x im a te ly  the lat­

itude o f  S p a in , and  between 52 a n d  66  degrees east o f  G reenw ich  

meridian w h ic h  is just above Iran . T urkm enistan  is the s e c o n d  largest 

nation in th e  C en tra l Asian region  a f te r  Kazakhstan, and  it is in 47th 

p ace in th e  w o rld  if  measured by th e  s ize  o f  its territory. T h e  total area

0 T u rk m en is tan  is com paratively th e  size o f Sweden a n d  D enm ark 

com bined o r  th e  state o f C alifornia in  th e  United States.

There a re  sev e ra l geographical fa c to r s  that shape the c o u n t ry 's  c li ­

mate. M ost o f  Turkm enistan is lo c a te d  in the southern p a r t o f  the vast 

luran p la te a u  w ith  an average e le v a t io n  o f  about 100 to  2 0 0  m eters 

approx im ate ly  330 to 660 feet). O n e  o f  the largest d e s e r ts  in the 

w orld—th e  G a ra g u m  (Kara K um ) — tu rn s  almost 80 p e rc e n t o f  T urk ­

m enistan’s te r r ito ry  into a dry and in h o sp ita b le  land. Yet, th e re  are  sev- 

era d is tin c tiv e  parts in the country , a s  th e  Caspian Sea a f fe c ts  the c li ­

mate and f lo ia  and fauna at the n a r ro w  strip o f land in  w estern  

ur m en is tan , the Kopetdag m o u n ta in s  influence the w a te r  d is tr ib u ­

te?11 aiu o H m ate  *n sout^ern T u rk m en is tan ; and the A m u D a ry a  and 
urga iv e is  shape water d is tr ib u tio n  and climate in so u th e a s te rn  

and eastern T u rkm en istan .

/ n tem p o rary Turkmenistan is d iv id ed  into five adm inistrative u n its—

1 n e a te r  Pe*o v ln c e s ’ formerly oblasts): A khal welayat (cap ita l— A n au ) is

i ^  the so u th  o f  the country, B a lk an  w elayat (c a p ita l-B a lk a n a b a t)  

in the i t WeSt’ Dusho8uz w e la y a t  (capital —D ashoguz) is  located 

and M °  ^  (eupital— Xcu-kmenabat) is located in  th e  east,

2 Z Z Z T  (Cap',a |- M^ >  lo ca ted  in the southeast. A sh g ab a t, 

m e n is n n  6 repub lc’ ls located ln A k hal welayat in so u th e rn  T urk-

P Pr° X,n’a,ely 30 kll0m eters from  ,he bonier w ith  Ira n . The 

soften its d rv >!~>X1|m " y *? 'I*  l°w' ran 8 e  Kopetdag m ountains h e lp s  to 

rivers the A ° n '" enla cilmate and  su m m er temperatures. T w o  m ajo r 

:  ? d ‘he M ur®a b  are  vital for the c o u n try . T hey

the G ^ u m  r  ‘ , T u  ° "  ° f  U b a p  and M afy a" d through

are the m  d  > • a l°  ^  Akhal w elay a t - T he basins of these tw o  rivers 
are the m ost d e n se ly  populated areas o f  th e  country.

f C C ,m ? te  ,n  Turkm en'stan is c o n tin e n ta l and very dry. T h e  tem ­

pera ure an d  co n d en sa tio n  vary w idely . In  the valleys o f 7 o u i t e m Z  

southeastern T urkm en istan  the c lim ate  is relatively mild an d  d ry . the
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tem peratures ra n g in g  fro m  —6°C (19°F) to + 6 ° C  (43°F) in January a n d  

average daily te m p e ra tu re  between + 2 8 °C  a n d  + 3 5 °C  (betw een 8 1 ° F  

and 95°F) in July. T h e  w eath er in the G a rag u m  D esert, however, is c h a r ­

acterized by e x tre m e s . In the Central G a ra g u m s  the climate is dry c o n ­

tinental with a te m p e ra tu re  ranging from  — 18°C  to +6°C  (b e tw e e n  

—2°F  and 43°F) in J a n u a ry , and betw een + 3 0 ° C  and +35°C  (b e tw e e n  

87°F  and 95°F) in J u ly .  D uring  especially c o ld  n igh ts in winter the t e m ­

perature in the G a ra g u m s  m ight drop below  —2 8 °C  to -3 3 °C  (b e tw e e n  

— 18°F and —2 7 °F ) a n d  during  sunny d ays in  su m m er it might sh o o t u p  

to +45°C  to + 5 0 ° C  (b e tw een  113°F and 1 2 2 °F ). Rainfall m ight v a ry  

between 100 and 1 5 0  m illim eters in c e n tra l Turkm enistan to 250 a n d  

300 millimeters in so u th eas te rn  parts o f  th e  c o u n try .

The env ironm ental ch a n g es  of the 1980s a n d  1990s such as the g lo b a l  

w arm ing and d ry in g  u p  o f  the Aral Sea h a v e  p roduced  a d isastrous e f ­

fect upon T u rk m e n is ta n . For several y ea rs  in  a row , a harsh d ro u g h t 

plagued vast a reas  o f  northeastern T u rk m e n is ta n  leading to a w a te r  

shortage. M o reo v er, the  summers b ec am e  d r ie r  in southern T u rk ­

m enistan, and w in te rs  becam e much c o ld e r  in som e regions o f th e  r e ­

public. D esertifica tion  o f  the steppe zone in c re a s e d  the chances o f  s a n d  

storm s and sa lin iz a tio n  in many parts o f  th e  re p u b lic . If this trend c o n ­

tinues, it may n e g a tiv e ly  affect T u rkm en istan ’s ecosystem , especia lly  i ts  

fragile oases and s o m e  agricultural areas. T h e re  are also som e p ro je c ­

tions that by 2 0 2 5 -2 0 3 0  the country m ig h t fa c e  a severe sho rtag e  o f  

drinking and ir r ig a tio n  w ater.

M other N ature co m p e n sa te d  T urkm enistan  fo r  its harsh clim ate w ith  

rich natural re so u rc e s . Significant deposits  o f  g as  and oil hold p ro m is e  

fo r Turkm enistan’s p ro sp erity . In fact, T u rk m e n is ta n  possesses the s e c ­

ond  largest d ep o sits  o f  gas and fourth la rg e s t dep o sits  of oil am ong  th e  

Com m onw ealth o f  In d ep en d en t States (C IS )  m em b ers. Other natu ra l r e ­

sources include d e p o s i ts  o f  coal, copper, m e rc u ry , antimony, lead , z in c ,  

sulfate, and som e o th e r  m inerals. H ow ever, T urk m en istan ’s re m o te n e ss  

from  world m a rk e ts , its aging transporta tion  infrastructure, and its p o ­

litical instability in  th e  Central Asian re g io n  underm ine its a t tra c t iv e ­

ness to in terna tional investors. Gas and o il  are  the most s ig n if ic a n t 

resources in T u rk m e n is ta n , which are e x p o r te d  to  international m a rk e ts  

on a large scale.

The Turkm enistan! government estim ated th a t  the country’s oil re se rv e s  

could be above 12 b illion  tons on the C a sp ia n  shore of T urkm en istan



I •  IN T R O D U C T IO N

alone. P re lim in a ry  drillings showed th a t  there might be ad d itio n a l com ­

mercially v iab le  o il fields in other p a r ts  o f  the country. Oil w a s  first dis­

covered on the  C asp ian  shore o f T u rk m en is tan  in the medieval e r a  and was 

extracted on  a  sm a ll scale, but the f irs t industrial scale oil f ie ld s  around 

Cheleken area  w e re  not opened until th e  la te  19th century. T hey  w ere  pro ­

ducing 129,000 to n s  o f  oil annually fo r  industrial consum ption by  1913. 

According to  o ff ic ia l data, oil ex traction  gradually  increased to  ab o u t 5.3 

million tons in  1 9 6 0 , to 15.57 million to n s  in 1975, and further to  24  mil­

lion tons o f  oil in  2004 .

A ccording to  th e  governm ent’s e s t im a te s ,  T urkm enistan’s  g as  re ­

serves cou ld  b e  b e tw e en  20 and 23 tr i l l io n  cubic meters. M a jo r  g as de ­

posits were f i r s t  d iscovered  in cen tra l a n d  eastern T u rk m en istan  in the 

1940s and 1 9 5 0 s , an d  in the 1980s th e  republic becam e th e  second 

largest p ro d u c e r  o f  gas in the fo rm er S o v ie t Union, after th e  R ussian  

Federation. T u rk m e n is ta n  steadily in c re a se d  gas delivery f ro m  about 

9.2 million c u b ic  m eters  in 1940 to  a b o u t  23 .4  million cub ic  m e te rs  in 

1960 and fu r th e r  to  about 51 billion c u b ic  m eters in 1975.

A griculture is  an o th e r important s e c to r  o f  the national e c o n o m y  as it 

provides e m p lo y m e n t for a s ig n ifican t proportion o f T u rk m e n is ta n 's  

population. B e c a u s e  o f  the harsh c o n tin e n ta l  clim ate only a b o u t 8 p er ­

cent o f the to ta l la n d  area is cultivated in th e  republic and a ro u n d  11 p er ­

cent o f the te r r i to ry  is used for p a s tu re .2 N onetheless, thanks to  in ten ­

sive irrigation , th e  agricultural sec to r p ro d u c e s  enough c ro p s to  co v er 

the country’s f o o d  requirem ents. F or a b o u t  a  century T u rk m en is tan  has 

also been an im p o rta n t cotton p ro d u c e r, ranking  second in th e  U S S R  

and then in th e  C IS  behind only U z b e k is ta n .

A ccording to  o ff ic ia l estimates th e  p o p u la tio n  in T u rk m en is tan  w as 

6329 ,000  (M a rc h  20 0 4 ), up from a b o u t 903 ,000  in 1922.3 It h a s  d o u ­

bled since the 1 9 7 0 s  due to im proved h e a lth ,  longer life e x p e c ta n c y , and 

im migration o f  p e o p le  from other p a r ts  o f  the USSR. A cco rd in g  to  the 

CIA World F a c tb o o k , the birth rate in T u rk m en is tan  stood at 2 8 .0 2  b irth s  

per 1.000, w h ile  th e  death  rate stood a t  8 .87  deaths per 1 ,000 (2 0 0 3 , 

C IA e st.) .T h e  e m ig ra tio n  rate stood at —0 .9 2  migrant(s) per 1 ,0 0 0  p o p ­

ulation in 200 3  (C IA  cst.), or ap p ro x im a te ly  5,000 a year (o th e r so u rc e s  

put num bers to  a b o u t 10,000-19,000 a  y ear). Unlike K y rg y z s ta n  o r 

Tajikistan, T u rk m e n is ta n  did not e x p e rie n c e  large-scale e m ig ra tio n  o f  

people in the, 99i k  "  <* i' < •  a r  Service stated that b e tw e e n

s re c e iv e d  permission to m o v e  from
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Turkm enistan to R u s s ia ,  including ethnic R u s s ia n s , Ukrainians, T u rk ­

m ens, etc. The m a jo r  destinations for m ig ra n ts  from  Turkm enistan a r e  

R ussia , U kraine, I s r a e l ,  Turkey, and K a z a k h s ta n . The p o p u la tio n  

grow th rate in T u rk m e n is ta n  was 1.82 p e rc e n t (2 0 0 3 ), and if the c u r re n t  

projections in the fe r t i l i ty  and  emigration r a te  rem a in  unchanged it is e s ­

tim ated that the p o p u la tio n  would double b y  2 0 3 0 -2 0 3 5 .

Turkm enistan’s p o p u la tio n  is unevenly d is tr ib u te d , with alm ost h a l f  

o f  the population, o r  3.1 million, living in th e  m ost densely p o p u la te d  

w elayats  o f A khal a n d  M ary. The average p o p u la tio n  density is a b o u t  

10 people per sq u a re  k ilo m ete r (32 people p e r  square  mile); ho w ev er, it 

ranges between 4 0  p e o p le  per square k i lo m e te r  (103 people per s q u a re  

m ile) in the M u rg ab  R iv e r basin to two to th re e  people per square k i lo ­

m eter (six to seven  p e o p le  per square m ile ) in  th e  Balkan and D a sh o g u z  

w elayats. Some p a r ts  o f  the central G a ra g u m  Desert are u n in h ab ited  

due to the harsh c l im a te  and shortage o f  d r in k in g  water.

Throughout the 2 0 th  century T u rkm en istan  w as an ethnically d iv e rs e  

country. This d iv e rs i ty  w as formed by T s a r is t  and  later Soviet g o v e r n ­

m ents as they e n c o u ra g e d  migration o f  p e o p le  from  Russia, U k ra in e , 

and the C aucasus to  Turkm enistan. This d iv e rs i ty  declined recen tly , a s  

in the 1990s and e a r ly  2000s some e th n ic  m inorities, including R u s ­

sians, Jews, T a ta rs , a n d  som e others op ted  to  m o v e  back to their h o m e ­

land. The T u rk m en s  (s in g u lar—T urkm en) m a k e  up 77 percent o f  th e  

population (2 0 0 3 , C IA  est.), up from  7 2  p ercen t in 1989. E th n ic  

Uzbeks, the s e c o n d -la rg e s t ethnic group, m a k e  up 9 percent o f the p o p ­

ulation; R ussians c o m p rise  6.7 percent, K a z a k h s  comprise about 2  p e r ­

cen t, and various o th e r  groups, including  A rm en ian s , Azeris, B e lu j is ,  

Tajiks, Tatars, T u rk s ,  and  others to g e th er m a k e  up the rem aining  5 .3  

percent o f the p o p u la tio n . Turkm enistan’s population  is young , w ith  

36.8 percent b e lo w  th e  age of 14, and ju s t  a b o u t  4.1 percent o f th e  p o p ­

ulation is above 6 5  (C IA  2003 est.).

Turkm enistan is  a  m oderately urbanized  c o u n try . In 1999 just o v e r  4 6  

percent o f the p o p u la tio n  lived in urban a r e a s ,  up from 45 p e rc e n t in 

1979. The c o u n try ’s cap ita l city, A sh g ab a t, is hom e to 789,000 p e o p le  

(2003, official e s t .)  o r  13 percent o f  the p o p u la tio n . However, in d e p e n ­

dent experts c la im  th a t this figure may be  o v e rs ta te d .

After 70 y ears o f  the Soviet policy o f  a th e is m  and secularism , r e l i ­

gion in T u rk m en is tan  has regained its im p o rtan ce . The m a jo rity  o f  

Turkm ens, U z b ek s , K azakhs, and Tatars a r e  S u n n i M uslims (in c o n tra s t
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to S h i'a  M u s l im s  o f  Iran). In the 1 9 9 0 s  several Christian m issionary  

groups (B a p tis ts  a n d  som e others) a t te m p te d  to promote th e ir  views 

among the T u rk m e n is ta n i population. H o w e v e r , they faced d ifficu lties  

in the socie ty  in  co nducting  their a c t iv i t ie s  and in the g o v e rn m e n t in 

registering th e ir  g ro u p s . The level o f  th e  re lig io u s  devotion in th e  coun ­

try varies s ig n if ic a n tly  between urban a n d  ru ra l areas as well a s  betw een  

western and so u th e a s te rn  regions o f  T u rk m e n is ta n . T raditionally  the ru ­

ral population a n d  th o se  living in the s o u th e a s t  are more p ious M u slim s 

than the p o p u la t io n  in the other parts o f  th e  country.

E C O N O M Y

Since its in d e p e n d e n c e , T urkm enistan’s eco n o m y  has been re s tin g  on 

the three m ain  p i l la r s — agriculture, in d u s tr ie s ,  and services th a t  have 

contributed 2 3 .0 ,  3 7 .0 , and 40.0 p e rc e n t respectively  to the g ro s s  d o ­

mestic p ro d u c t (G D P ) (2001, E u ro p ean  B an k  for R econstruc tion  and 

Developm ent e s t . ) .  T urkm enistan’s e x p o r ts  are narrowly based  o n  sales 

o f raw m ate ria ls  in  international m a rk e ts . T h e  country’s m ain  e x p o rts  

are gas, o il, a n d  c o tto n  but also in c lu d e  g a rm en ts, textiles, e le c tr ic ity , 

and agricultural p ro d u c ts , etc. The gas e x tra c t in g  enterprises a re  m ain ly  

concentrated in c e n tra l  and eastern T u rk m e n is ta n  and most o f  th e  o il ex ­

tracting fa c ilitie s  a re  situated on the C a s p ia n  shore. The c o u n try  d e ­

pends heavily o n  im p o rts  of m achinery, in d u stria l consumer g o o d s ,  and 

food products. D e sp ite  the transitional re c e ss io n  and the d isa p p e a ra n c e  

o f aid from th e  fo rm e r  USSR in the e a r ly  19 9 0 s, Turkm enistan’s e c o n ­

omy has g row n  in  the  late 1990s and e a r ly  2000s. Total e x te rn a l deb t 

remained low d u e  to  the high oil and g a s  p r ic e s  in the in ternational m ar ­

ket in the late 1 9 9 0 s  and early 2000s.

Social c o n d itio n s  in Turkm enistan a re  in better shape than in  o th e r  

countries in th e  re g io n , such as K y rg y zstan , Tajikistan, and U z b e k is ta n . 

Nonetheless, a c c o rd in g  to World Bank c a lc u la tio n s  about 56 p e r c e n t  o f  

the population l iv e s  below  the poverty l in e . In the 1990s the so c ia l c o n ­

ditions were d e te r io ra tin g  rapidly, a lth o u g h  they stabilized in th e  la te  

1990s. In 2003 th e  U n ited  Nations D e v e lo p m e n t Program’s H u m a n  D e ­

velopment In d ex  (H D I) placed T u rk m en is tan  in 87th place o u t o f  175 

(down from 3 4 th  p la c e  in the HDI in 1 9 9 1 ). behind  Russia and K a z a k h ­

stan, but ahead o f  G eo rg ia . Azerbaijan, a n d  som e other CIS m e m b e rs .
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The T urkm enistan i governm ent chose th e  s tra te g y  of state-led d e v e l ­

opm ent associated w ith  Im port S ubstitu tion  Industrialization (IS I) a t ­

tem pting to build  a  s tro n g  industrial b ase  th ro u g h  diverting in c o m e  

from  the gas and o il  e x p o rts  into building n e w  industries and m o d e rn ­

izing its in fra s tru c tu re . It was among the f e w  countries in the C IS  th a t  

adopted a p rogram  o f  gradual econom ic re fo rm  and rejected the p r o ­

gram  of radical e c o n o m ic  changes d esigned  b y  the International M o n e ­

tary  Fund (IM F). T h e  governm ent focused o n  sm all-scale p riv a tiza tio n , 

gradual libera liza tion  in agricultural, h o u s in g  an d  retail sectors, an d  s e ­

lectively opening  s o m e  o f  its sectors fo r  in ternational investors, a l ­

though it qu ickly  ab a n d o n e d  the cen tra lly  p lan n ed  economy. It to o k  

several years to e s ta b l is h  a partially c o n v e rtib le  currency system  (T u rk ­

m enistan’s m a n a t w a s  introduced in N o v e m b e r  1993) to halt the h ig h  

level o f inflation a n d  to  achieve some m ac ro eco n o m ic  stabilization. A t  

the same tim e, the s ta te  retained tight co n tro l in  o il- and gas-related s e c ­

to rs and some c o n tro l  in the agricultural s e c to r .

According to th e  E u ropean  Bank for R eco n stru c tio n  and D e v e lo p ­

m ent (EBRD), th e  s tru c tu re  of T u rk m en is tan 's  econom y has c h a n g e d  

significantly sin ce  1 9 9 1 , as the contribu tion  o f  agriculture to the c o u n ­

try ’s GDP d e c re a se d  from  48.0 percent in 1990  to 23.0 in 2001 (S e e  

table 1 in appendix  A ) .  U nlike Kyrgyzstan a n d  T a jik is tan ,T u rk m en istan  

experienced a fu r th e r  rise  in the share o f  in d u s try  in the GDP, a s  th e  

share of industrial s e c to r  input grew from  1 6 .0  percent in 1990 to 3 7 .0  

percent in 2001.4 T h e  service sector a lso  re c e iv e d  significant in v e s t ­

m ents, although it is  still underdeveloped in  te rm s  o f quality and d iv e r ­

sity. For instance, th e  country ranked at th e  9 3 rd  place in the w o r ld  i f  

measured by the n u m b e r  o f telephones p e r  1,000 of the p o p u la tio n  

(2001 est.). T o u rism , fo r example, is in a  ru d im en tary  stage, a l th o u g h  

the government in v e s te d  huge sums o f  m o n e y  in order to u p d a te  its  

transportation in fra s tru c tu re  and built new  a irp o r ts  and hotels that m e e t  

international s ta n d a rd s .

The transitional p e r io d  o f the 1990s w a s  a difficult time ev e n  f o r  

resource-rich T u rk m e n is ta n  due to the su d d e n  disintegration o f th e  S o ­

viet Union, s tru c tu ra l changes and the loss o f  trad e , industrial, and  t e c h ­

nological links w ith  the former Soviet c o u n tr ie s . According to  th e  

World Bank. T u rk m e n is ta n 's  economy g re w  a t an average annual r a te  

o f  1.5 percent b e tw e e n  1992 and 2002, a l th o u g h  the growth rate s ig n i f ­

icantly accelerated  be tw een  2002 and 2 0 0 4 . T he country’s e c o n o m ic

IL
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growth c o n t in u e s  to  be extrem ely d e p e n d e n t  on the flu c tu a tio n s  in 

world prices o f  i ts  m a jo r exports— g as  a n d  o il. The EBRD e x p e r ts  have 

suggested th a t T u rk m en is tan  needs to  re s tru c tu re  and libera lize its  econ ­

omy, develop  i ts  te lecom m unications s e c to r ,  and attract co n sid erab le  

foreign d irec t in v e s tm e n ts  to m o d ern ize  ex is tin g  technologies in order 

to become m o re  com petitive  in the in te rn a tio n a l market. T h e  H eritage  

Foundation r a n k e d  Turkm enistan 150 th  o u t  o f  161 in its In d ex  o f  Eco ­

nomic F re e d o m  in  2 0 0 4 . positioning th e  country  among th e  leas t re ­

formed e c o n o m ie s  in the C om m onw ealth  o f  Independent S ta te s .

H I S T O R Y

E arly  H i s t o r y

The h isto ry  o f  th e  Turkm en land is in tr ig u in g  and it was e n r ic h e d  by 

interactions w ith  th e  ancient c iv iliz a tio n s  o f  Greece, P ers ia , C en tra l 

Asia, and the M id d le  East. Num erous ru in s  and  remains o f a n c ie n t cities 

may be found o n  th e  territory of w hat is  n o w  Turkm enistan, m a k in g  the 

country one o f  th e  m ost fascinating d e s tin a tio n s  in the region f o r  h is to ­

rians, a rc h e o lo g is ts , and curious to u r is ts . S om e architectural s i te s  can 

be traced as f a r  b a c k  as the sixth an d  f if th  centuries B.c. M a n y  c ities , 

such as an c ien t M e rv , were destroyed m a n y  tim es and re em erg e d  lite r ­

ally from a sh e s , w h ile  others could n e v e r  reco v er their past g lo r ie s  and 

left em pty m a u s o le u m s , walls, ruins o f  p a la c e s , and m agnificen t m o n u ­

ments buried in  sa n d .

At the sam e  t im e , it must be re m e m b e re d  that the early h is to ry  o f  

Turkmens b e g a n  in a different place. L ik e  o th e r neighboring T u rk ic  n a ­

tions, the T u rk m e n s  trace their a n c e s to rs ’ hom eland to the te r r i to ry  that 

is now north ern  M o n g o lia , Russian A lta i ,  an d  southern S iberia . T h e  h is ­

tory o f the a n c ie n t  T urks and their n o m a d ic  khanates is still h o tly  d e ­

bated as it is v e ry  d ifficu lt to trace. T h e  n o m ad s did not leave s u b s ta n ­

tial written s c r ip ts  and  they did not b u ild  b ig  cities, towns, o r  c a s t le s .  A 

significant p a r t o f  th e ir history is k n o w n  from  chronicles o f  n e ig h b o r ­

ing countries, e sp e c ia lly  Chinese, P e rs ia n , and early C en tra l A s ian  

sources, w h ile  n a rra tiv e s  spoken by b a g h s h y  (nomad bards) a n d  a c ­

companied by  th e  d u ta r  (musical in s tru m e n t)  illustrated the p o p u la r  in ­

terpretation o f  m a jo r  events of the p ast a n d  provided some c o lo r fu l  d e-

lils about p o p u la r  perceptions o f that h is to ry . As in all o th e r C e n tra l
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A s ian  republics, the  h is to ry  o f  the nation w as  a n d  still remains a h ig h ly  

politicized issue in T u rk m e n  society. D uring  th e  Soviet era it was d ic ­

ta ted  by the id eo lo g ica l nature of the S o v ie t s ta te , while since 1991 

m an y  parts o f its h is to ry  have been rew ritten  fo r  various political p u r ­

p o ses , including le g itim iz a tio n  of the b o rd e rs  o f  the state, which w e re  

arbitrarily  estab lished  in  1924, and to p ro m o te  th e  legitimacy o f  v a r io u s  

com peting groups o r  c la n s  in the political life  o f  the republic.

Turkm en h is to ria n s  w idely  dispute th e ir  e a r ly  history; yet, th e y  

m anaged to reach s o m e  consensus. M ost o f  th e m  agree that the T u rk ­

m en  ancestors o r ig in a lly  lived  in southern S ib e r ia  and M ongolia, c lo s e  

to  the basin o f  the O rk h o n  and Yenisey R iv e rs ,  b u t later mixed w ith th e  

local indigenous p o p u la t io n  o f Khorasan. N u m e ro u s  Turkic sp e a k in g  

trib es were brought to g e th e r  by am bitious a n d  ca p ab le  khans w ho c r e ­

a ted  vast but u n s ta b le  T urk ic  empires b e tw e e n  the sixth and e ig h th  

cen turies a .d . and e s ta b l is h  control over th e  te rr ito ry  of what is n o w  

sou thern  Siberia, w e s te rn  C hina, and C e n tra l A s ia . These Turkic e m ­

p ires  waged n u m e ro u s  w ars against the C h in e s e  Em pire and C e n tra l 

A sian  city-states, b u t  eventually  the g rea t T u rk ic  Khanates d is in te ­

g ra ted  and gave w a y  to  new  and m ore p o w e rfu l conquerors— th e  

K arakhanids. The K a ra k h a n id  Khanate in tu rn  a lso  disintegrated fro m  

ex ternal pressure in th e  11th century a .d . B e tw e e n  the seventh and 11 th  

centuries a .d . the a n c e s to rs  o f the T u rk m e n s  g radually  m oved f ro m  

easte rn  Turkistan to  w e s te rn  Turkistan-’ an d  re a c h e d  what is now  th e  

territo ry  of T u rk m e n is ta n . This process to o k  sev e ra l centuries d u r in g  

w h ich  the Turkic s p e a k in g  tribes absorbed th e  lo ca l cultures and in te n ­

sively  mixed with th e  local populations.6 T u rk m e n  scholars c o n s id e r  

th a t by the eighth to  10th centuries, som e a r e a  e a s t o f  the C aspian S e a  

w as already in h ab ited  b y  representatives o f  th e  O g u z  tribal c o n fe d e ra ­

t io n , one of the tr ib a l g ro u p s of Turkic o r ig in .  Eventually Seljuk  ib n  

D udak , a tribal le a d e r  from  the O guzs, o b ta in e d  prom inence a n d  

founded  a pow erful s ta te ,  w hich was nam ed a f te r  h im —the Seljuk E m ­

p ire . He and his d e s c e n d a n ts  used in tr ig u e s , sk illfu l diplomacy, a n d  

m ilitary  power to  a c q u ir e  vast lands in C e n tra l  A sia  and the M id d le  

E ast, including w h a t is  now  northern A fg h a n is ta n , Iran, Iraq, and s o m e  

o th ers . The Seljuks a ls o  established their c o n tro l  o v er the jew els o f  th e  

C entral Asian c iv i l iz a t io n s — Khorezm, M e rv , H era t. Balh, and s o m e  

o th e r cities on the lu c ra t iv e  ancient G reat S ilk  R o ad , the old trade ro a d  

betw een China and th e  W est.
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M any T u rk m e n  scholars associa te  th e  rise  o f  the early T u rk m e n s  and 

Turkmen id e n t i ty  w ith  Oguzs and S e l ju k s ,  as they refer to s o m e  Central 

Asian h is to r ic a l chronic les that b e g a n  to  distinguish v a r io u s  Turkic ­

speaking tr ib a l  confederations. P ro b a b ly  som etim e betw een  the  11th 

and 12th c e n tu r ie s  (som e scholars p u t th e  d a te  as early as the  e ig h th  and 

10th ce n tu r ie s )  th e  Turkm ens began c o n v e r tin g  to Islam , the  re lig io n  of 

numerous s u b je c ts  o f  the Seljuk E m p ire  and  many P ersian , A ra b , and 

Turkic trad e rs  a n d  warriors who t r a v e le d  along the G reat S ilk  Road. 

Various S u fi ta r r ik a ts  (mystic o rd e r s )  contributed g re a tly  to  this 

process. T h e  c o n v e rs io n  of the T u rk m e n s  to Islam was a lo n g  process 

and took s e v e ra l  cen turies, and ev en  in  th e  15th to 17th c e n tu r ie s  for­

eign trav e lers  n o tic e d  significant e le m e n ts  o f  the pre-Islam ic trad itio n  in 

everyday life , r i tu a ls ,  and beliefs a m o n g  the Turkm ens.

In the la te  1 2 th  century the S e lju k  E m p ire  declined a n d  w as en ­

closed in a  n e w  e m p ire  with its c e n te r  in  K horezm . In tu rn , in  th e  13th 

century the  K h o re z m  Empire w as d e s t ro y e d  by the M o n g o ls  led by 

Genghis K h a n .  T h e  M ongol in v as io n  w a s  particularly d e v a s ta t in g  as 

the M ongo ls n o t  o n ly  destroyed th e  c i t ie s  and towns, b u t a l s o  d am ­

aged the i r r ig a t io n  system , burned fo r e s ts  and gardens, a n d  k il le d  the 

entire p o p u la t io n  o f  districts and p ro v in c e s .  The ec o lo g ica l d am ag e  

done by th is  c o n q u e s t  was so g rea t th a t  m any  oases and v a l le y s  w ere 

turned into d e s e r ts  and  were never r e c o v e re d  for habitation  a n d  c u lti ­

vation until th e  m o d ern  era. Som e T u rk m e n  ancestors left C e n tra l  A sia 

and settled  a s  f a r  as south Asia and  th e  ea s te rn  outskirts o f  th e  B y zan ­

tine E m p ire .

An e x te n s iv e  consolidation o f  T u rk m e n  tribes took place b e tw e e n  the 

15th and 17th ce n tu r ie s , when the T u rk m e n s  began to fo rm  a  d is tin c t 

language, id e n tity ,  and culture. T his p ro c e s s  reached an a d v a n c e d  stage 

by the m id -18 th  cen tu ry , when M ag ty m g u ly , one of the fo u n d e rs  o f  co n ­

temporary T u rk m e n  poetry, began sy s tem a tiz in g  the usage o f  th e  T u rk ­

men literary la n g u a g e . Yet, even e a r ly  in  the 19th century fo re ig n  trav ­

elers no ticed  th a t  the Turkmens had n o  s in g le  khan, a leader re c o g n iz e d  

by all the t r ib e s ,  and  that every trib e  w a s  ruled by its ow n k h a n .  T he 

Turkmens w e re  organized into a m o rp h o u s  tribal c o n fed e ra tio n s  that 

spoke the s a m e  O g u z  dialect o f the T u rk ic  language, shared  a  se n se  o f  

common a n c e s to rs ,  and glorified th e ir  p a s t in their oral e p ic s ,  su ch  as 

“G eroglu” a n d  so m e others. The T u rk m e n s  fiercely resisted th e  K hiva 

Khanate’s a n d  th e  Persian State’s a tte m p ts  to establish con tro l o v e r  their
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lan d . Turkmen m ilitia  d e fe a te d  Khivan and P e r s ia n  troops on sev e ra l 

occasio n s, but they w e re  to o  divided and too  w e a k  to  resist the P ersian  

an d  Khiva regular a rm e d  fo rces.

T S A R I S T  C O L O N I Z A T I O N  

P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

F ew  W estern e x p lo r e r s  passed the “ la n d  o f  Turkom ans (T u rk ­

m e n s )” between th e  1 7 th  an d  mid-19th c e n tu r ie s .  T he vast te rr ito ry  

u n d e r  Turkom an c o n t r o l  w as  associated w ith  e a s t  o f  the Caspian S e a ,  

f ro m  the m ountain r a n g e s  o f  K opetdag in th e  s o u th  to the Aral S ea  in  

th e  north , and w ith n u m e ro u s  oases in the b a s in s  o f  the Amu D a ry a , 

M u rg a b , and A trek R iv e r s .  T hose brave s o u ls  d e sc r ib e d  this land a s  a  

f ro n tie r  of the p o w e r fu l  Persian and K h iv a n  s ta te s , dangerous f o r  

tra v e le rs  and for t r a d e r s .  In  fact, th ro u g h o u t th e  17th and 18th c e n ­

tu r ie s  the T urkm en t r ib e s  w ere caught in th e  never-end ing  w ar b e ­

tw e e n  the B ukhara E m ir a te ,  the Khiva K h a n a te ,  an d  the Persian s ta te .  

T h is  territory did n o t  h a v e  m ajor natural b a r r i e r s ,  such as im p e n e tra ­

b le  m ountains o r r iv e r s ,  an d  was hard to d e f e n d ,  m aking this lan d  a  

ta rg e t for ruthless k h a n s  and begs in th e ir  m ili ta ry  cam paigns. N u ­

m e ro u s  wars and c o n f l i c ts  devastated the e c o n o m y  o f the T u rk m e n  

la n d  and mighty d iv id e d  the  Turkmen tr ib e s ,  w h o  becam e sub jects o t  

v a r io u s  mighty n e ig h b o r s .  The ru lers o f  th e  powerful e m p ire s ,  

K h an ates , and even  s m a l l  principalities r e g u la r ly  recruited the y o u n g  

T u rk m en  w arriors in to  th e ir  armies to figh t in  th e  num erous w ars , o f ­

te n  against one a n o th e r .

Political division w e ak en e d  the ability o f  th e  T urkm en tribes to e s ta b ­

lish their own unified T urkm en  state. The T u rk m e n s  frequently revo lted  

and  waged wars ag a in s t foreign conquerors l ig h tin g  back against reg u la r 

arm ies, ambushing m ilita ry  and trade ca ravans an d  storming cities a n d  

tow ns. But in the e n d ,  the heroic tribal m ilitia  could not defeat la rg e  

better-equipped re g u la r  arm ies. Some T u rk m en s accepted political an d  

m ilitary control o f  th e  K h iv a  and Persia, and s o m e  o f  their military c o m ­

m anders rose to p ro m in en c e  in the armies and  p a lac es  o f those states. T h e  

o thers began seeking a llie s  in the north. A lready  in the 18th century so m e  

Turkm en tribes on th e  sh o re  o f  the Caspian S ea  h a d  intensive trade and p o ­

litical contacts with th e  R ussian  Empire. There w e re  reports that leaders o f
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some T urkm en trib e s  several times c o n ta c te d  the Russian T sard o m  look­

ing for possib le su p p o rt. For exam ple, in 1802 the representatives o f  Turk ­

men tribes fro m  th e  M angyshlak area tra v e le d  to Saint Petersburg  with a 

letter requesting  R ussian  protection. B u t th e  Russian Empire w a s  slow  to 

make m oves in T u rk is tan , because it w a s  invaded  by N apoleonic troops in 

1812 and it w a s  la te r  engaged in m ilitary  cam paigns in Europe.

The situation  c h a n g ed , however, in  th e  m iddle of the 19th cen tu ry . The 

Russians b e c a m e  increasingly in terested  in reaching the C en tra l Asian 

market for th e ir  g o o d s , securing the lan d  trad e  routes with P e rs ia  and In­

dia and halting  th e  British advance fro m  th e ir base in north In d ia  toward 

Afghanistan a n d  C en tra l Asia. This race  fo r  influence in C entral A s ia  and 

bitter B ritish -R ussian  rivalry becam e k n o w n  as the Great G a m e . British 

strategists a rg u ed  that the Russians m ig h t advance to Afghanistan an d  Per­

sia threatening th e  m aritim e trade ro u tes  in the Middle East and  m ig h t stir 

up mutinies in th e  Indian colonies in o rd e r  to weaken the B ritish  E m pire. 

Russian s tra teg is ts  in turn saw great e c o n o m ic  and military b en e fits  in ad ­

vancing into C e n tra l  A sia and farther to  th e  south and considered th a t from 

this base they c o u ld  project their m ilitary  p o w er into the B ritish co lon ies 

and dependencies in  case Russian-B ritish relations turned sour.

After defeat in  the  Crimean War (1 8 5 3 -1 8 5 6 )  and especially a f te r  abol ­

ishing serfdom  (1 8 6 1 ) , Tsar A lexander II (1818-1881) and h is m in isters  

opted for R u ss ia ’s advance into T urk istan  through the Kazakh s tep p e . In 

1868 the R u ss ian  troops defeated the B u k h a ra  Emirate and in 1873  they 

defeated the K h iv a  Khanate. Some T u rk m e n  tribes voluntarily accep ted  

Russian p ro tec tio n  and were peacefully assim ila ted  into the R u ss ia n  E m ­

pire. Others re fu se d  the Russian advance an d  organized fierce re s is tan ce . 

For exam ple, in  1879 a coalition o f T u rk m e n  tribes led by N u rb erd y -K h an  

forced the R u ss ia n  expedition forces led  b y  General Nikolai L o m a k in  to 

retreat with s ig n if ican t loses in am m unition  and man power. Yet, in  th e  im ­

portant battle a t G eo k  Tepe fortress in Jan u a ry  1881, the in d ep en d en t- 

minded T urk m en  tribes were defeated w ith  great losses in m ilita ry  m an ­

power and a m o n g  the civilian population. B ut it took several y e a rs  before 

the Turkmens o f  M erv  finally accepted R u ss ian  rule in 1884-1885 .

Around th e  s a m e  time, the R u ss ia n s  and the British n e g o tia te d  

spheres o f in f lu e n c e  in the Central A s ia n  region and in P e rs ia , a s  the 

British g o v e rn m e n t recognized R ussian  “ in terests” over w e ste rn  T u rk ­

istan, includ ing  th e  vast territories p o p u la te d  by Turkman trib es; a n d  the 

Russians re c o g n iz e d  the British in te rests  in  Persia and A fg h a n is ta n .
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E c o n o m i c  C h a n g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  T s a r is t  E ra

O ne of the m ajor e c o n o m ic  objectives o f  th e  R ussian  Empire in C e n ­

tra l Asia, including th e  Turkm en land, w as to  tap  into the natural a n d  

econom ic resources o f  the  region and to in te g ra te  it into the R u ss ia n  

m arket. It also w a n te d  to  develop tran sp o rta tio n  and  com m unication in ­

frastructures and v a r io u s  industries in o rd e r  to  serve the m ilitary a n d  

econom ic needs o f  th e  E m pire .

These were a rd u o u s  tasks because m uch  o f  the land populated b y  

Turkm ens was e c o n o m ic a lly  underdeveloped. B y  the end o f the 19 th  

cen tury  most o f the T u rk m e n s  were en gaged  in a  subsistence eco n o m y . 

T h o se  who were e n g a g e d  in sem i-pastoral n o m a d ic  animal h u sb an d ry , 

ra ising  horses (T u rk m e n s  w ere very fam ous f o r  the  Akhal Teke b reed  o f  

horses), sheep, g o a ts , a n d  cam els in the o u ts k ir ts  o f  the major oases a n d  

in the Garagum D e se r t  w ere called charva  ( c a t t le  breeder). T heir te c h ­

n ique, developed th ro u g h  hundreds o f  y ea rs , u tiliz e d  the unique c lim a te  

and  land resources in  th e ir  homeland w ith o u t d am a g in g  them. The c h a r -  

vas  skillfully s e a rc h e d  fo r underground w a te r  an d  for the best p a s tu re  

fo r their anim als a n d  seasonally  m igrated f r o m  one water-shaft to a n ­

o ther. This se m i-p as to ra l nomadism  in the G a ra g u m  Desert p rov ided  a 

unique economic n ic h e  fo r the Turkmen tr ib e s .  M eanw hile, som e T u rk ­

m ens (called c h o m u r  Ipronounced “c h o m u ’r ” ] o r  settled peasant) w e re  

engaged in su b s is te n c e  farm ing of w heat, b a r le y , and oats, a lth o u g h  

they  also cultivated s o m e  crops like co tton , r i c e ,  fruits (such as a p r ic o ts  

and  grapes), and v e g e ta b le s . In some sm all to w n s  and villages the T u rk ­

m ens worked as c ra f ts m e n  producing an d  re p a ir in g  everyday e q u ip ­

m ent, clothes, w e a p o n ry , silk , etc. Some T u rk m e n  women were m a k in g  

highly valued h a n d m a d e  Turkoman (T u rk m en ) carp e ts  for dom estic u s e  

and  for sale or e x c h a n g e  in the large b az aa rs .

Among the very f i r s t  steps o f the R ussian  adm in istration  in the T u rk ­

m en land was b u ild in g  the Zacaspian ra ilro a d  (1880-1888) from  K ra s -  

novodsk to K iz ila rv a t (n o w  Serdar). A sk ab ad  (n o w  Ashgabat), and f a r ­

th er to Merv (M ary ) a n d  Sam arkand. W ith th e  introduction o f the f a s te r  

and  cheaper t ra n sp o rta tio n  system, the d e a le rs  w ere  able to place b ig g e r  

o rders for the g o o d s th a t  w ere in demand in R u ss ia n  and European m a r ­

ke ts , such as c o tto n , th ereb y  changing a g r ic u ltu ra l  patterns in the r e ­

g ion . Within a few  d e c a d e s  the local e c o n o m y  experienced s ig n if ic a n t 

transform ations a n d  developm ent that c o m p le te ly  changed the e c o n ­

om y, trade patterns a n d  w ay o f living am o n g  th e  Turkmens. C a p ita lism
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created a p o w e rfu l  m arket force and  e c o n o m ic  incentives fo r  th e  devel­

opment o f  m o d e rn  econom y and c o n s o lid a tio n  of m odern id en titie s .

One o f th e  m o s t  important c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f the econom ic develop ­

ment from  th e  1 8 9 0 s until 1917 w as  in  agriculture. The c h o m u r s  were 

increasingly tu rn in g  to the most im p o r ta n t  com mercial c ro p  — cotton. 

The scale o f  th e  ch an g e  was s ig n if ic a n t. A ccording to o ffic ia l sources, 

for exam ple, th e  fa rm ers  increased p ro d u c tio n  of cotton fro m  300  tons 

in 1890 to 6 4 ,0 0 0  tons in 1913. A lso , n e w  technologies in lan d  cu ltiva ­

tion and a b e t te r  q u a lity  o f the a g r ic u ltu ra l  equipm ent led to sign ifican t 

increases in p ro d u c tiv ity . Hundreds o f  sm a ll  workshops and p la n ts  were 

opened in all m a jo r  tow ns and c itie s , p ro d u c in g  various p ro d u c ts  (like 

leather, k a ra k u l— astrakhan fur, etc .) n o t  o n ly  for local c o n su m p tio n  but 

also for e x p o rts  to  R ussia , Iran, and s o m e  o th er countries.

Among the  o th e r  important e c o n o m ic  consequences o f th a t e r a  were 

m onitarization o f  the economy and a  s ig n if ic a n t increase in a n d  d iv er ­

sification o f  t r a d e  betw een T urkm en istan  and  various parts o f  T u rk is tan  

and with R u ss ia . In  the early 1800s R u s s ia n  trade caravans c o u ld  spend 

weeks o f d a n g e ro u s  travel through th e  G a ra g u m  Desert in o rd e r  to  reach 

the bazaars o f  K h iv a , Bukhara, o r S a m a rk a n d . The quan tity  o f  goods 

traded was l im ite d ,  and the market w a s  tin y  due to con tinuous po litica l 

instability an d  e c o n o m ic  stagnation. T h e  Z acaspian railw ay b u i l t  in the 

1880s p ro v id ed  R u ss ian  entrepreneurs w ith  quick and in e x p e n s iv e  ac ­

cess to m ost im p o rta n t areas of T u rk is ta n . T he new mode o f  tra n s p o r ta ­

tion made tra d e  b e tw een  Russia and T u rk is ta n  easier and fa s te r . S teel, 

glassware, an d  o th e r  industrial goo d s, a s  w ell as grain, w ere b ro u g h t to 

the Turkistan m a rk e ts  in exchange fo r  agricultural p ro d u c ts , su c h  as 

leather, silk, k a ra k u l  (astrakhan fur), c o t to n ,  etc.

Economic c h a n g e s  and the ex cesses o f  the early wild R u ss ia n  ca p i ­

talism c o n trib u te d  significantly to c h a n g in g  the social s tru c tu re s  an d  to 

increasing the  p o la riza tio n  of T urkm en so c ie ty . More T urkm en fa m ilie s  

abandoned th e ir  subsistence activities a n d  econom ic and c u ltu ra l  iso la ­

tion and sw itc h e d  to commercial a c tiv i t ie s ,  such as co m m e rc ia l c rop  

cultivation o r  a n im a l husbandry. Local lan d lo rd s , khans, and  b a is  c o n ­

centrated a la rg e  portion  of wealth in th e ir  hands. M ean w h ile , m any  

other social c a te g o r ie s  lost traditional trib a l and com m unal su p p o r t. 

Some o f the p o o re s t  members o f so c ie ty  left agriculture a l to g e th e r  in 

search o f new  so u rc e s  o f income. A c c o rd in g  to a survey c o n d u c te d  in 

1914, about 5 0  p e rcen t o f the farm ers h a d  no equipment o f  th e i r  ow n
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an d  about 28 p ercen t h a d  no  livestock o f th e ir  o w n . Sixty percent o f  th e  

po o rest members o f  th e  society owned o n ly  a b o u t 21 percent o f  th e  

a rab le  land, w hile 11 p ercen t of the rich es t m em b ers  of the so c ie ty  

o w n ed  41 percent o f  th e  arable land.7 S om e p o o r  farm ers began a b a n ­

don in g  agriculture a n d  accepting  wage la b o r  a t  large plantations o r  in  

v arious workshops o r  p la n ts , thus accu m u la tin g  industrial and m a n a g e ­

ria l skills. O thers w e re  trapped in m isery, h u n g e r ,  and hardship. T h e  

n ew  economic re a li tie s  a lso  began to erode th e  tribal and regional i s o ­

la tion  and affected th e  n u c leu s of traditional T u rk m e n  society—the e x ­

tended  family—as p e o p le  began to engage in  v a r io u s  economic a c tiv i ­

ties  outside their f a m il ie s  and tribes. M arket re la tio n s  also u nderm ined  

traditional lifestyles a n d  values among T u rk m e n  people, who were p r e ­

v iously  mainly e n g a g e d  in subsistence a g r ic u ltu re  and animal h u s ­

bandry , and in lim ited  b a r te r  (exchange) tra d e  w ith  their neighbors.

S o c i a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  C h a n g e s

In the late 19th a n d  e a r ly  20th centuries T u rk m e n  society ex p erien ced  

a  profound social tran sfo rm a tio n  that was p a r tly  brought on by the R u s ­

sian  Empire and p a r tly  by the indigenous s o c ia l  and political re v iv a l 

across Central A sia , th e  M iddle East, and S o u th  A sia. In the early 2 0 th  

cen tury  Turkmen s o c ie ty  could witness th e  em erg en ce  of n a tio n a lism  

th a t, in Ernest G e l ln e r ’s term s, was “the c o n s e q u e n c e  of a new form  o f  

social organization, b a s e d  on deeply in te rn a liz e d , education-dependent 

h igh  culture . . . |a n d ]  som e of the p re -e x is tin g  cultures,” in w h ich  a  

com m on lan g u ag e-b ased  literacy was “ the m in im a l requirem ent fo r fu ll  

citizenship, for e f fe c tiv e  m oral m em bership in  a  m odem  com m unity .”

T he new e c o n o m ic  environm ent and te c h n o lo g ic a l innovations in  

agriculture, trade , a n d  industries that a r r iv e d  a t the region during  th e  

colonial era sh arp ly  in c re ased  demands fo r  s k il le d  and educated p e o ­

p le . The Russian a d m in is tra tio n  and b u s in e s se s  needed more e d u c a te d  

representatives o f  th e  native  population w h o  w ere  able to speak a n d  

w rite  both in R u ss ian  a n d  Turkmen and a lso  c a p a b le  o f  dealing w ith  in ­

creasingly com plex  is s u e s  o f  local g o v e rn a n c e , taxation , m an ag em en t, 

and  other m atters. A t th e  sam e time, there w a s  a  grow ing dem and at th e  

com m unity level f o r  lite ra te  people to c a lc u la te  taxes, read o ff ic ia l  

docum ents, and w rite  le tte rs , reports, and  o th e r  docum ents. R e sp o n d ­

ing to the dem and, m o re  people went to s c h o o ls  o r  colleges, stud ied  th e
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Russian la n g u a g e ,  m ath , sciences, e n g in e e r in g ,  etc., and the  educators 

them selves in tro d u c e d  changes in th e  c u rr ic u la .

There w as s ig n if ic a n t  change in th e  s tru c tu re  of the ed u c a tio n a l sys­

tem in the Z a c a s p ia n  oblast in the la te  19th  and early 20th c e n tu r ie s . In 

the 19th c e n tu ry  th e  educational in s titu tio n s  were prim arily rep resen ted  

by a netw ork  o f  m ekd ep s  (prim ary s c h o o ls )  and m edreses  (relig ious 

schools) u n e v e n ly  distributed around  th e  province. This n e tw o rk  tradi­

tionally c o v e re d  o n ly  old  urban areas a n d  som e towns close to  them . In 

the early 2 0 th  c e n tu ry  both the R u ss ia n  adm inistration an d  th e  local 

com m unities in v e s te d  in expanding th e  p rim ary  education n e tw o rk  for 

both the R u ss ia n  an d  Turkmen p o p u la tio n . Wealthy ind iv id u a ls  and  lo ­

cal co m m u n itie s  supported  m ekdeps  a n d  m edresses  and by 1915  their 

number had in c re a s e d  to 210 and 85 re sp ec tiv e ly . From a p u re ly  practi ­

cal point o f  v ie w , the quality and u se fu ln e s s  o f  the education  a t  these 

schools w as v e ry  low  as the students w e re  taught mainly re lig io u s  sub ­

jects and p ra c tic a lly  no math or sc ien c es . B etw een 1900 and 1 9 1 7  M us ­

lim reform ers, in sp ire d  by the reform s in  o th e r  parts o f the R u ss ia n  E m ­

pire, a ttem pted  to  introduce new e d u c a tio n a l curricula (u su l-i d z h a d id )  

and included s o m e  secu lar subjects in th e  m e kd ep s’ and m e d r e s e s ’ cur- 

ncula. By 191 6 —1917 some m ekdeps  b e g a n  using the new  c u rr ic u lu m  

and sign ifican tly  im proved the quality  o f  education. At the s a m e  tim e 

the Russian a u th o r i t ie s  established a n e tw o rk  o f  secular sch o o ls , th e  so- 

called R u ssk o -T u ze m n y ie  shkoly [R u ss ian -n a tiv e  schools], o p e n  fo r  ad ­

mission to T u rk m e n  children. The e d u c a tio n  focused on s e c u la r  su b ­

jects, such as m a th ,  geography, h istory, a n d  som e others, and th e y  w ere 

taught p rim arily  in Russian, although th e  Turkm en language w a s  also  

included in th e  cu rricu lu m . A ccording to  the official s ta tis tic s , there 

were 11 such s c h o o ls  in the Zacaspian o b la s t  by 1908.

Yet, m ost of th e  Turkm en population c o u ld  not afford ev en  p r im a ry  

education and il lite ra c y  was w idespread. A ccord ing  to official re p o r ts  in 

1897 the lite rac y  ra te  among T urkm en m a le s  was about 11.5 p e rc e n t 

and among w o m e n  it w as only about 2 .7  percen t.8 Very few T u rk m e n s  

could read an d  w rite  in Russian. The m a in  obstacle was v e ry  lim ite d  

funding for e d u c a tio n  from the R ussian  bu d g et and lim ited re s o u rc e s  

available from  lo c a l com m unities to m a in ta in  any kind o f  s c h o o ls .

However, rep re sen ta tiv e s  of the n o b ility , especially o f  th o se  in  the 

Russian m ilita ry  se rv ices , and very w e a lth y  families could a f fo rd  to  

send their c h ild re n  to  the best co lleges in  Sain t Petersburg, M o s c o w ,
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K azan  (Russia), as w e ll a s  to Istanbul (O tto m an  T u rk ey ) and som e o th e r  

p laces. Gradually a n e w  literate and w e ll-e d u c a te d  Turkmen in te lli ­

g en ts ia  began to e m e rg e .  M any of them b e g a n  to  jo in  intellectual d e ­

ba tes  within their r e g io n  and  Russia in g en e ra l a n d  they started to th in k  

an d  to talk about th e m s e lv e s  in profoundly n e w  w ays, rising a b o v e  

trib a l identities and th in k in g  in terms o f a n e w  n ational consciousness.

The newly bom  T u rk m e n  intelligentsia b e g a n  increasingly to turn  to  

th e  press in ex p ressin g  th e ir  ideas and th o u g h ts . D uring  the colonial e r a  

m ost o f the newly e s ta b lish e d  newspapers w e re  pub lished  in Russian, in ­

c lud ing  the oldest n e w sp a p e rs  in the Z ac asp ian  o b la s t—Z a ka sp iisko ie  

O bozrenie  (estab lish ed  in 1895) and A s g a b a d  (established in 1 8 9 9 ). 

H ow ever, the T u rk m en  e lite  could also receive  new spapers, journals, a n d  

books from T urkey, P e rs ia , and such M u s lim  intellectual centers a s  

Tashkent, Kazan, a n d  U fa , as well as som e o th e r s  that were published in  

various languages. In  1914 a group o f n a tiv e  ac tiv ists  established th e  

first non-Russian lo ca l new spaper. R uznam e m a v e r a i  bahri khazar  (Z a ­

casp ian  Native N e w sp a p e r) , that was p u b lish ed  in the Turkmen and P e r ­

sian  languages.

W ith the arrival o f  m a ss  transportation a n d  com m unication sy s te m s , 

the Turkmens s ig n if ic a n tly  broadened their k n o w le d g e  about their o w n  

land  and the land o u ts id e  the Central A sian r e g io n .  M any people b e g a n  

to  travel beyond th e ir  trad itional aids (v illa g e s )  fo r  education p u rp o se s , 

m ilitary  service, v a r io u s  jo b s , and trade o p p o rtu n itie s . Some T u rk m en s 

abandoned their t ra d itio n a l lifestyles and o f te n  their professions, a n d  

settled  down in c it ie s  a n d  towns mixing w ith  representatives o f d if fe r ­

en t tribes and d if fe re n t  nationalities. T he T u rk m e n  elite, e sp e c ia lly  

those who gained a c c e s s  to the Russian m ili ta ry  service, co m p le te ly  

changed their life s ty le  an d  began rejecting th e  traditional tribal p a tte rn  

o f  socialization. In th is  regard , the T urkm en e l i te  had been in a p r iv i ­

leged  position, as a c c o rd in g  to an Im perial d e c re e  the Turkmens c o u ld  

jo in  the military s e rv ic e  in the Turkmen c a v a lry  div ision  (established in  

1885), and som e o f  th e m  w ere accepted in to  th e  Imperial m ilitary c o l ­

lege. At the sam e t im e  even ordinary p e o p le  began changing th e i r  

lifestyle and w ork in g  h a b its , as many people g a v e  up sem inom adic p a s ­

toral life and settled  a s  peasants, building la rg e r  permanent houses a n d  

sw itching to d iffe ren t w o rk in g  patterns.

All together, th e se  fac to rs  led to the e m e rg e n c e  o f new p o litic a l 

g roups and a new  in te lle c tu a l discourse. A m o n g  the most notable id e a s
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were those o f  Ism a il Gaspirali (1 8 5 1 - 1 9 1 4 )  and other M u slim  reform ­

ers (D zh a d id s ) ,  w h o  pioneered re fo rm s  w ith in  Islamic so c ie ty  through 

peaceful m e a n s ,  education , and c u l tu ra l  openness. B etw een 1905 and 

1917 liberal a n d  social-dem ocratic id e a s  m ade their way in to  th e  Turk ­

men land. T h e  C e n tra l  Asian in te llig e n ts ia , w hich included s o m e  young 

Turkm ens, w a s  increasingly  in v o lv ed  in intellectual d eb a te s  w ith  the 

various re fo rm is ts  and  revolutionary g ro u p s  and parties o f  th e  Russian 

Empire. M an y  o f  th em  became d is s a tis f ie d  by the backw ardness o f  their 

societies and  th e i r  native  land and w e re  h ig h ly  critical o f  c o lo n ia l  poli ­

cies in T u rk is ta n  bu t they opted to a c c e p t  the changes. S o m e  o f  them 

called to lea rn  a n d  borrow  the best a c h ie v em en ts  of W estern  c iv iliz a ­

tion, in clud ing  th e  Russian culture a n d  language. Others s h o w e d  their 

d issatisfaction w ith  an increasingly m a te r ia lis tic  culture an d  tu rn ed  to 

Islamic v a lu es a n d  to new  in terp re ta tio n s o f  Islamic political a n d  social 

thought. A v e ry  sm a ll group co n d e m n e d  socia l injustices and  ab so rb ed  

radical re v o lu tio n a ry  ideas and jo in ed  th e  Bolshevik m o v em en t.

The grow ing  d issatisfaction  with the  p o litica l and social o rd e r in all ar ­

eas of the R u ss ia n  em pire led to a se rie s  o f  uprisings, strikes, a n d  acts o f 

disobedience b e tw e e n  1900 and 1916, a n d  finally  exploded in th e  liberal- 

democratic re v o lu tio n  o f  February 1917 . T sar Nicholas II w as fo rc e d  to 

abdicate and th e  D u m a  (Russian p a r lia m e n t)  declared the e s tab lish m en t 

of the R ussian R ep u b lic . Small liberal a n d  revolutionary g ro u p s an d  in ­

telligentsia in C e n tra l America ch e rish ed  the peaceful re v o lu tio n , a l ­

though the g e n e ra l population in T u rk m en is tan  ignored the e v e n t,  w hich 

very soon ra d ic a lly  changed the course  o f  political and social d e v e lo p ­

ment in the re g io n  in general and in the  Z acasp ian  province in p a rticu la r.

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  D e m o g r a p h i c  C h a n g e s

Until the 19th ce n tu ry  there was no  c le a r  delim itation in the  te rr ito ry  

populated by  th e  Turkm en tribes. P o w e rfu l neighboring s ta te s  fre ­

quently in v ad ed  th e  Turkmens and e s ta b lish e d  their control o v e r  the 

various T u rk m en  trib e s  and their land o n ly  to  face another c o n f lic t  w ith  

each other o r re b e llio n  o f  the Turkm ens. N e ith e r  the Khiva K h a n a te  n o r 

the Persian E m p ire  could  establish firm  co n tro l over the T u rk m e n  land  

or fix its a d m in is tra tiv e  boundaries. A d m in is tra tiv e  and tax a tio n  d u tie s  

at the prov incia l lev e l often were e n tru s te d  to envoys whose m a in  task  

was to keep tig h t m ilita ry  control over th e  T urkm en tribes and to  c o lle c t
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exorb itan t taxes an d  rep a tria tio n s . A d m in is tra tiv e  duties at the v illa g e  

( o b a ) and com m unity  lev e l were given to lo y a l T urkm en tribal lead e rs  

o r  aksakals  (respected  e ld e rs )  who were w il l in g  to  accept the au th o rity  

o f  the khans or sh a h s . T h e y  negotiated and s e t t le d  conflicts over p a s ­

tu res  or arable lands, o r  conflic ts  over m ig ra tio n  rou tes during the s e a ­

sonal movement o f  c a t t le .  Traditionally p e o p le  referred  to the v a rio u s  

adm inistrative units a s  “ the  land of Y om uds,”  “ the land of Tekes,” o r  

“ the land of Salyrs.’’

T he Russian E m p ire  qu ick ly  established n e w  adm inistrative u n its  

a n d  reshaped a d m in is tra tiv e  borders a c c o rd in g  to  its own ad m in is tra ­

t iv e  needs and thus c r o s s e d  many ce n tu r ie s -o ld  tribal boundaries. A ll 

T urkm en  territory u n d e r  R ussian  control (a s ig n if ic a n t  part o f the a re a s  

populated  by T u rk m e n s  rem ained outside th e  T sa r is t reach under P e r ­

s ia n , Khivan, and B u k h a ra n  control) was b ro u g h t  into a single a d m in ­

is tra tive  en tity—the Z a k a sp ia n  oblast (p ro v in c e ) . T his oblast in tu rn  

w as  subdivided in to  A sk h ab ad , M erv, T e je n ,  K rasnovodsk, a n d  

M angyshlak ye zd s  (d is tr ic ts ) .  The R ussian  Im p eria l adm in istration  

ad o p ted  several in c e n tiv e s  for local le a d e rs  to  cooperate w ith th e  

T saris t adm in istration . It left local ad m in is tra tio n  and the judiciary s y s ­

tem  in the hands o f  th e  native tribal le ad e rs  (kh a n s , aksakals, e tc . ) ,  

w h ile  local crim inal ju s t ic e  was left in th e  h a n d s  o f  kazys (Is la m ic  

ju d g es), who re so lv e d  sm all claims and d is p u te s  under Shariah  ( I s ­

lam ic  law) or A d a t  ( tra d itio n a l custom ary la w ) .  H ow ever, in the e a r ly  

2 0 th  century the R u s s ia n s  introduced a n e w  requ irem en t d em an d in g  

th a t the native a d m in is tra to rs  should derive th e i r  legitim acy from  e le c ­

t io n s , not through in h e r ita n c e  or nobility. T h is  w a s  the most im p o rtan t 

po litica l change, a s  th e  introduction o f  an  e le c to ra l system on th e  

v o lo s t ’ and u yezd  le v e l  brought together d i f f e re n t  tribal and k in sh ip  

g ro u p s  replacing tra d it io n a l  inheritance o f  th e  leadersh ip .

In addition to a d m in is tra tiv e  changes th e  Russian a u th o ritie s  

b ro u g h t significant d em o g ra p h ic  and e th n ic  c h a n g e s . In the late 19th  

cen tu ry  increasing n u m b e rs  o f Russians, U k ra in ia n s , A rm enians, a n d  

o th e rs  began to m o v e  in to  the region in sea rch  o f  em ploym ent and t r a d ­

ing  and business o p p o r tu n itie s , or were s im p ly  ex iled  to the o u tsk ir ts  

o f  the Russian E m p ire .  M any of them w ere  in v o lv ed  in the new  a d ­

m inistration , and in s e v e ra l construction p ro je c ts ,  especially the c o n ­

s truction  and se rv ic in g  o f  the Zacaspian r a i l r o a d ,  and in the oil e x ­

trac tin g  industries in K rasnovodsk .
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A cco rd ing  to  th e  census o f 1897, a b o u t  372,000 people l iv e d  in the 

oblast in c lu d in g  ab o u t 330,000 T u rk m e n s .9 In addition th e re  were 

about 4 2 ,0 0 0  re p re sen ta tiv e s  o f o th e r  n a tio n a litie s , in c lu d in g  A rm eni ­

ans, A zeris , K a z a k h s ,  Persians, R u s s ia n s ,  e tc . The next c e n s u s ,  con ­

ducted in 1 9 1 3 , sh o w e d  significant c h a n g e s  in the ethnic co m p o s itio n  

in this a rea . A c c o rd in g  to the 1913 c e n s u s ,  the population in c re a se d  to 

about 4 4 3 ,0 0 0  p e o p le , whereas th e  T u rk m e n  population d ec reased  

slightly to a b o u t  322 ,000  people. T h e  n u m b er of o ther n a tio n a litie s  

nearly tr ip le d  o r  increased  to ab o u t 1 2 1 ,0 0 0 .10 The p o p u la tio n  was 

spread u n e v e n ly , as m ost o f the R u s s ia n s ,  A rm enians, P e r s ia n s ,  and 

some o th ers  l iv e d  in the m ajor c i t i e s ,  su c h  as A skhabad a n d  Kras- 

novodsk, w h i le  T urkm ens lived in th e  ru ral areas and s m a ll  tow ns 

mainly in th e  s o u th e a s t ,  east, and n o r th e a s t  parts of the o b la s t .  T h e  ur­

ban cen ters in c re a s in g ly  served n o t o n ly  trade but also th e  in d u stria l 

needs o f  th e  lo c a l  people, rep a irin g  a n d  producing a g r ic u ltu ra l  and 

other e q u ip m e n t.  M any  new com ers e s ta b lis h e d  m ed iu m -sized  farm s, 

specializ ing in  co m m erc ia l p ro d u c tio n  o f  w heat and o th e r g ra in s ,  as 

well as p o ta to e s  an d  vegetables, a n d  o th e r  crops. These c e n te r s  also 

hosted the f i r s t  m ed ica l and health  f a c i l i t ie s ,  which b egan  th e  first- 

ever v a c c in a tio n s  against major d is e a s e s .  T he Zacaspian o b la s t  also 

become a p la c e  o f  ex ile  for m any in te l le c tu a ls  and po litica l a c tiv is ts , 

who were in o p p o s i t io n  to the T sarist r e g im e , and who c o n tr ib u te d  sig ­

nificantly to  th e  developm ent o f lo ca l e d u c a tio n , culture, a n d  in te lle c ­

tual ex ch an g e .

Relations b e tw e e n  the newcomers a n d  th e  Turkmens w ere n o t  alw ays 

smooth. T he e c o n o m ic  changes s ig n if ic a n tly  disrupted the trad itio n a l 

ways o f  life a n d  led  to increasing socia l polarization. The local c o m m u ­

nities blam ed th e  R ussians for g ro w in g  poverty , loss o f lands a n d  pas ­

tures, and v a r io u s  social ills. There w e re  som e newcomers w h o  m is ­

treated and e x p lo ite d  the Turkmen w o rk e rs . There was also  m o u n tin g  

anger against ra m p a n t corruption am o n g  local adm inistrators, a n d  e sp e ­

cially tax c o lle c to rs . T he economic re c e ss io n  o f  1900-1903 a n d  th e  R us ­

sian Empire s d e f e a t  in the R ussian-Japanese w ar in 1904 led to  h a rd sh ip  

and econom ic d ifficu ltie s  throughout th e  Em pire. Many so c ia l g ro u p s , 

especially w o rk e rs ,  w ere dissatisfied w ith  deteriorating living s ta n d a rd s , 

m ism anagem ent, corruption, and m is trea tm en t at their w o rk p la ce . V ari ­

ous revo lu tionary  g roups, including S o c ia l  Democrats (p re d e c e sso rs  o f
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the Bolsheviks) a tte m p te d  to direct sporadic s t r ik e s  and uprisings into an  

organized revo lu tionary  m ovem ent d e fen d in g  th e  workers rights a n d  

criticizing the Tsarist g o v ern m en t. Between 190 5  and 1907 the w o rk e rs  

led  by the various p o li t ic a l  groups organized se v e ra l mass strikes, m e e t ­

in g s , and dem onstra tions in major cities in th e  Z acasp ian  oblast and o n  

the  Zacaspian ra ilw ay . Im portantly, the first y o u n g  Turkmens and th e  

representatives o f n e w ly  bom  Turkmen in te llig e n ts ia  began g rad u a lly  

jo in in g  this re v o lu tio n ary  movement, a lth o u g h  a t that stage most o f  th e  

e th n ic  Turkmens w e re  n o t involved in any p o litic a l  activities.

T he Tsarist ad m in is tra tio n  managed to s u p p re s s  the revolutionary u p ­

ris ings of 1 9 0 5 -1 9 0 7 , b u t w as unable to  e l im in a te  the revo lu tionary  

g roups that con tinued  th e ir  underground p o litic a l  activities. A new  w a v e  

o f  social d istu rbances em erg ed  in 1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 6 , as  the Russian in v o lv e ­

m en t in World W ar I n eg a tiv e ly  affected v a r io u s  groups of society a n d  

led  to economic d e p re s s io n , skyrocketing p r ic e s  fo r food and g o o d s , 

h igh  inflation, and a  b u rd e n  o f new w ar ta x e s .  T h is  growing d is sa tis ­

faction  finally gave w a y  in m id -1916 to a m a jo r  uprising triggered b y  

the  T sar’s decree to  m o b ilize  about 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  Turkistanis, in c lu d in g

15,000 people from  th e  Zacaspian oblast, to  c a r ry  out war-related d u ­

ties  in the unpopular w a r  o f  Russia against G e rm a n y  and its ally T u rk ey . 

Traditionally, the T u rk m e n s  maintained c lo s e  re la tions with O tto m an  

T urkey, which w as h is to rica lly  and lin g u is tic a lly  close to the T u rk ic  

peop le and had e n o rm o u s  cultural and re lig io u s  influence as th e  

guardian  of the H o ly  P la ces . This time m an y  T u rk m en s were in v o lv ed  

in the uprising, w h ic h  b ecam e the largest a n tic o lo n ia l  uprising in C e n ­

tral Asia. They re b e lle d  in m any small v il la g e s  an d  towns and a tta c k e d  

the  tax collectors, d e s tro y e d  adm inistrative c e n te rs  and g en d arm erie  

headquarters, and k i l le d  representatives o f  th e  local adm inistration a n d  

po lice . It took nearly  s ix  m onths for the Im p e r ia l  adm inistration to b r u ­

ta lly  suppress the u p r is in g  by using the g e n d a rm e r ie , its regular a rm y , 

and  Cossack re g im e n ts . Hundreds of people w e re  arrested, beaten u p , o r  

fo rced  out o f their la n d  and homes. A m ong th e  rio te rs  were B ab ak ly ch , 

Esen-K han, M erg en -K h a n , Junaid-Khan (D zh u n a id -K h an ), and o th e rs ,  

w h o  later played s ig n if ic a n t roles in the B a sm a c h y  movement a g a in s t  

the  Russian and S o v ie t adm inistrations. A lth o u g h  the uprising w as b r u ­

ta lly  suppressed in la te  1916, some co m m u n itie s  and organized r e v o lu ­

tionary  groups c o n tin u e d  their actions well in to  1917.
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T U R K M E N I S T A N  U N D E R  T H E  S O V IE T  S Y S T E M  

C r e a t io n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n

The F eb ru a ry  rev o lu tio n  of 1917 a n d  estab lishm en t o f  the R u ss ia n  re ­

public did n o t b r in g  stability, o rder, o r  a n y  im provem ent in th e  every ­

day life ol o rd in a ry  people. The new  g o v e rn m e n t, however, d id  not end 

the war and c o n d u c te d  very limited p o li t ic a l  and economic re fo rm s  that 

barely had a n y  e f fe c t  on  the ground. V e ry  soon , though, the n e w s  about 

the new e v e n ts — the Bolshevik R e v o lu t io n — arrived at the T urk m en  

land. T he B o lsh e v ik s  promised to b r in g  radical changes b y  end ing  

World W ar 1, b r in g in g  peace, and d is tr ib u tin g  arable land a m o n g  o rd i ­

nary peasan ts . T h e y  confronted the R u ss ia n  colonial ad m in is tra tio n  

with their d e m a n d s  to transfer the p o w e r  to the newly c re a te d  local 

legislature— th e  S o v e ty .  These even ts p ro fo u n d ly  affected the T u rk m en  

land and d e e p ly  p o la riz ed  the T urkm en p o p u la tio n , as the co n fro n ta tio n  

between v a r io u s  p o litica l forces o f th e  fo rm e r Russian E m p ire  q u ick ly  

escalated in to  c iv i l  w ar and political a n a rc h y . A rifle and re v o lv e r  be ­

came one o f th e  m o s t frequently used  a rg u m e n ts  in that tim e a n d  v ari ­

ous political g ro u p s  and som etimes s im p ly  gangs of c r im in a ls  began  

fighting each o th e r  and  brutalizing c iv i l ia n s  in the merciless w a r.

Most ol the 1 u rkm en  elite supported m onarchists and an ti-B o lsh ev ik  

torces, sim ply b ec au se  the elite would h a v e  been the first to lo se  their 

wealth and th e ir in fluence it the B olsheviks w ere to implement th e ir  threats 

to confiscate the  p roperties and land o f  “ bo u rg eo is , landlords and o th e r  ex ­

ploiters. 11 T h is  su p p o rt was not necessarily  politically motivated, b u t often 

it was an attem pt to  preserve a preexisting o rd e r and way o f life. Y e t, very 

small groups of representatives of the n a tiv e  Turkm en population a n d  T u rk ­

men intellectuals supported  various po litical parties, including S o cia l D e m ­

ocrats and the B olsheviks. The revo lu tionary  groups in K rasn o v o d sk , 

Askhabad, and o th e r  urban areas organized  their supporters and a tte m p te d  

to establish p o litica l and military control o v e r  the oblast, while th e ir  co l ­

leagues e lsew here in Central Asia and in R u ss ia  were energetically tak in g  

over the old adm in istra tive  structures a n d  creating new political in s t in r  

lions. Initially, o rd in ary  people, especially  native Turkmens, re m a in e d  

indecisive about th e  ideology and m otives o f  the various political fo rc e s , a l ­

though they w ere  inclined  to support their tribal and community le a d e rs .

The rev o lu tio n  a lso  gave a great im p u lse  to the rise o f a n tic o lo n ia l  

and p ro in d ep en d en ce  sentiment and to  th e  rise  o f  nationalism  in  T u rk ­
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m en  society sim ilar to  th a t o f  other parts o f  th e  fo rm e r Russian E m p ire  

an d  in the British E m p ire .  Som e Turkmen in te lle c tu a ls  were involved  in  

the  regionwide d e b a te s  ab o u t the future o f  T u rk is ta n  and Turkistan s o ­

c ie ty , learning abou t v a r io u s  ideas from the n a tio n a lism  of Alash O rd a  

in Kazakh land to p an -T u rk ism  and the p a n - Is la m ic  ideas o f  S h u ro -  

Is la m i  in Kokand a n d  T ash k en t. In the m e a n tim e , the Soviet au th o ritie s  

prom ised to support th e  national drive an d  to  break  with T sa rd o m ’s 

practice of su p p re ss in g  cu ltu ra l and politica l d evelopm en ts on the o u t ­

sk irts  of the E m p ire . In this environm ent o n  A pril 30, 1918, th e  

A ll-Turkistan C o n g re s s  o f  Soviets d e c la re d  the establishm ent o f  

the  Turkistan A u to n o m o u s  Soviet Socialist R e p u b lic  (TASSR) w ith its  

cen te r in Tashkent. T h e  TA SSR  included th e  Z a c a sp ia n  oblast as o n e  o f  

its adm inistrative u n i ts .

By m id-1918 the s itu a tio n  had become e v e n  m ore com plicated w ith  

the British in v o lv em en t in the civil war. In  th e  sum m er o f 1918 th e  

B ritish  expeditionary re g im e n t led by G en era l W . M alleson entered th e  

Zacaspian oblast an d  o cc u p ie d  Merv, A sk h a b a t. Kyzyl-A rvat (now  S e r-  

d a r), K rasnovodsk, a n d  som e other places. T h e  British also p ro v id ed  

m ilitary  and financial a ss is tan ce  to all m ajor an ti-B o lsh ev ik  forces. W ith  

escalation o f the c iv i l  w ar and fighting, b o th  Bolshevik and a n ti-  

Bolshevik groups s h o w e d  no mercy to their o p p o n e n ts , prisoners o f  w a r ,  

o r  the local p o p u la tio n , w hich provided s u p p o r t  to opposite g ro u p s , 

k illing  political le a d e rs ,  com m anders, and e v e n  ordinary soldiers a n d  

th e ir families. T he W h ite  Guards regularly  e x e c u te d  members o f  th e  

Bolshevik party in th e  area  under their c o n tro l .  In the most p u b lic ized  

even t British o fficers  p re s id ed  over the e x e c u tio n  o f  the com m issars o f  

the Zakaspian o b la s t  in  the outskirts o f A sk h a b a d  in 1918. M ean w h ile , 

the Red Army s o ld ie rs  also  system atically e x e cu ted  p ro-M onarchist 

R ussian officers an d  co n fisca ted  and d am ag ed  p roperties of w ealthy in ­

dividuals. With in c re a s in g  atrocities most o f  th e  peop le in Turkistan a n d  

in the Zacaspian o b la s t  had no other choice b u t  to  take sides. The n a tiv e  

population often set u p  its ow n militia, f re q u e n tly  led by ambitious c o m ­

m anders, tribal le a d e rs ,  o r  sometimes ju st a d v e n tu re rs , who were b e t te r  

know n as the B a sm a c h y  fighters. The B a sm a c h y  (from the T u rk ic  

b a sm a , “assault") f o u g h t  either against the B o lsh e v ik s  or the re p re se n ­

tatives of the p ro -T sa ris t W hite Guards o r b o th ,  resisting the im p o sitio n  

o f  any outside c o n tro l in their land. For e x a m p le ,  one of the m ost a c ­

c laim ed basm achi T u rk m e n  com m anders— Ju n a id -K h a n —su ccessfu lly
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established h is  m ilita ry  control o v e r  th e  K hiva Khanate a n d  fought 

against the R e d  A rm y  throughout 1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 0 . The b a sm a ch i attracted 

some p ro fe ss io n a l w arriors from o v e r s e a s ,  including T urk ish  G eneral 

Enver Pasha, w h o  provided m ilitary e x p e r t is e  and attem pted to  un ite  the 

basmachi m o v e m e n t  in order to e s ta b lis h  a  pan-Turkic R ep u b lic .

The Red A rm y  tro o p s suffered d e f e a t ,  and  in 1918 and 1919 they 

were pushed  a w a y  from  most o f  the  te r r i to ry  o f the Z ac asp ian  ob last. 

Gradually, h o w e v e r ,  the Red A rm y a n d  th e  Bolsheviks re e m e rg e d  from 

the early s e tb a c k s  an d  gathered s tre n g th  on  the prom ise to  s to p  civil 

war, conduct w id e -ra n g in g  econom ic a n d  social reforms, in c lu d in g  re ­

distribution o f  la n d  and  water, and o n  th e  pledge of g rea ter freed o m s 

and o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the local p o p u la t io n . In fact, the B o lsh e v ik s  be ­

gan to in v o lv e  th e  local native p o p u la t io n  into the local le g is la tu re  

(Sovety) and  lo c a l  governm ents (I s p o lk o m y ) and to form a re p re s e n ta ­

tive p rovincia l g o v e rn m e n t recruiting m a n y  ethnic Turkm ens. T h e  B ol ­

sheviks also  in tro d u c e d  their n a tio n a lity  program  p rom ising  g re a te r  

cultural and p o li t ic a l  autonom y to th e  n a tiv e  population. B y 1920 the 

situation in th e  C en tra l Asian reg io n  h a d  dramatically c h a n g e d  as 

the Red A rm y g ra d u a lly  restored its c o n tro l  over the m ost im p o rta n t 

strategic c e n te rs  a n d  drove W hite G u a rd s  and  British troops o u t  o f  the 

TASSR and d e f e a te d  m ajor basm achi g ro u p s . In 1920 the R e d  A rm y 

was also in v o lv e d  in the large p e o p le ’s u p risings in B ukhara  a g a in s t 

Sayyid Alim  K h a n ,  the last ruler o f  th e  B u k h a ra  Emirate, an d  in  K h iv a  

against S ayyid  A b d u lla ,  the last ru ler o f  th e  Khiva K hanate. W ith  the 

direct a ss is tan ce  o f  the Soviet a u th o ritie s , P eo p le ’s republics w e re  e s ­

tablished in b o th  p lace s .

In the next s te p  th e  Kremlin in troduced  adm inistrative d e lim ita tio n  in 

the Central A s ia n  reg io n  and em braced th e  ideas o f those C en tra l A sian  

leaders w ho s u g g e s te d  dividing the re g io n  a lo n g  vague ethnic l in e s .  T he 

idea ot c reating  a  C en tra l Asian fe d era tio n  o r  pan-Turkic re p u b lic  w as 

firmly re jected b y  Jo se t Stalin, who p re s id e d  over the project. In  a n  im ­

portant re v is io n , th e  Zacaspian O b la s t  w as renamed the T u rk m e n  

Oblast in A u g u st 1921 . Then, on O c to b e r 27 , 1924, the C entral E x e c u ­

t e  e C om m ittee (a  b ran ch  of the Soviet g o v ern m en t) issued a d e c r e e  on 

delimitation o f  th e  C entral Asian region a n d  establishm ent o f  th e  T u rk ­

men Soviet S o c ia l is t  Republic (that in c lu d e d  the territories o f  th e  T u rk ­

men O blast. w e s te rn  districts of the B u k h a ra  People’s Soviet R e p u b lic ,  

and Khiva P e o p le ’s Sovie t Republic).
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T h is step signified a n  im portant change in th e  politica l developm ent 

o f  the region, as C e n tra l  A sia  was divided e x c lu s iv e ly  along still r e la ­

tiv e ly  vague and w e a k  e th n ic  identities. Y et, d e s p ite  all con troversies 

ab o u t the S o v ie t-s ty le , nation-state-bu ild ing  p ro je c t, it clearly c o n ­

tribu ted  to co n so lid a tio n  o f  the national id e n ti ty  o f  the Turkmens a n d  

established  a fo u n d a tio n  fo r  developm ent o f  th e  politica l and social in ­

stitu tions of the m o d e m  s ta te .

Between 1924 and  1 9 2 6  the Soviet au th o ritie s  com pleted a politica lly  

controversial border d e lim ita tio n  scheme, w h ich  w as  at the time hotly d e ­

bated  and contested. T h e re  w ere no serious d e lim ita tio n  problems a lo n g  

the  borders with Iran a n d  A fghanistan.12 H o w e v e r , the territorial d e lim i ­

ta tion  became a v ery  d ifficu lt task in the a r e a s  w ith the traditionally  

m ixed populations o f  th e  eastern provinces o f  T urkm enistan , especia lly  

in the Charjou (n o w  L eb ap  welayat) an d  T ash au z  province (n o w  

D ashoguz w elayat). T h e  Soviet leaders m a n a g e d  to convince the lo ca l 

e lite  that the borders w o u ld  play purely sy m b o lic  ro les due to the p o liti ­

ca l and social in teg ra tio n  and intraregional c o o p e ra tio n  within the S o v ie t 

U n ion . For ad m in is tra tiv e  purposes, the T S S R  w as divided into fiv e  

provinces (then c a lle d  okrugs): C h a rjo u sk ii, K erkinskii, M erv sk ii, 

Poltoratskii, and T ash a u zsk ii. There were sev e ra l changes in the ad m in is ­

tra tive structure, and  so m e  provinces and m a jo r  cities were ren am ed  

several times during th e  Soviet era. but this ad m in istra tiv e  division w a s  

preserved with som e m in o r  changes until p re se n t. Although this d iv is ion  

w as established p rim arily  for administrative a n d  p lann ing  purposes, it r e ­

flected  both the p ec u lia ritie s  o f  economic g e o g ra p h y  and, in some d eg ree , 

th e  tribal division o f  th e  Turkm en society.

W ithin the next fe w  y ea rs  the Soviet g o v e rn m e n t introduced a se r ie s  

o f  political changes to  conso lidate  political p o w e r  and to alternate p o ­

litica l identities that w e re  traditionally fo rm e d  a lo n g  tribal, social, a n d  

e th n ic  lines. F irst, a ll p o litic a l parties o ther th a n  th e  Bolshevik (ren am ed  

la te r  the C om m unist P a rty ) were banned a n d  som e native p o litica l 

g ro u p s  were am a lg a m a te d  into the ruling B o lsh e v ik  party. In the 1920s 

an d  1930s the S o v ie t au tho rities prohibited th e  tribal and co m m u n ity  

lead ers  and form er T sa r is t  intelligentsia f ro m  h o ld in g  any position in  

th e  state adm in istration  o r  in the Com munist P a r ty  and  later initiated d e ­

portation  and e x e c u tio n  o f  the most in flu en tia l k hans and bais. In th e  

n ex t step the fo rm er m em b ers  of opposition  p a r tie s  were purged, in ­

c lu d in g  both those w h o  jo in ed  the ruling p a r ty  and  those who re tire d
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from p o li t ic s ,  peacefu lly  accep tin g  th e  Soviet authorities. B y  the late 

1920s p o li t ic a l  d ebates and p o litic a l fac tio n s were b an n ed  w ith in  the 

ruling p a r ty . In  the 1930s Jo se f  S ta l in 's  new series o f  p u rg e s  within 

the party  a n d  th e  sta te  adm in istration  to o k  place. The scale o f  th e  purges 

within the p a r ty  co u ld  be illustrated  b y  th e  following figures — the  m em ­

bership in th e  C o m m u n ist Party o f  T u rk m en is tan  decreased  fro m  about 

10.500 in 1 9 3 0  to  about 6,700 in 1 9 3 5 .13 According to v a r io u s  esti ­

mates, in th e  19 3 0 s  between 10,000 a n d  20 ,000  party m em b ers  w ere ex ­

ecuted o r s e n t  to  p risons or to G u la g  l a b o r  cam ps in S iberia . In  add ition , 

between 2 0 ,0 0 0  and  50,000 o rd in a ry  Turkm enistani c i t iz e n s  d isap ­

peared in S ta l in ’s concentration c a m p s ,  w ere  banished to p o litic a l  exile 

in S iberia, o r  w e re  executed as “e n e m ie s  o f  the people."

Secondly, th e  K rem lin  attem pted to  in v o lv e  the native T u rk m e n  pop ­

ulation in th e  adm in istra tio n  and g o v e rn a n c e  in order to w in  th e ir  po lit ­

ical loyalty . J o s e f  Stalin  introduced a n d  persistently im p le m e n te d  the 

policy o f in d ig e n iz a tio n  (ko ren iza ts ia ) o f  the state ad m in is tra tio n  at all 

levels. F rom  th e  first days of the c r e a t io n  o f  the Turkmen S S R , certain  

positions at th e  lo ca l, provincial, an d  s ta te  levels were s tric tly  reserved  

for the n a tiv e  p o p u la tio n , although a t th e  sam e time certa in  p o sitio n s , 

especially in th e  party  apparatus a n d  th e  security serv ices, w e re  re ­

served for re p re se n ta tiv e s  of the S la v ic  nationalities. The p o lic y  o f  ko r ­

enizatsia  a lso  in c lu d e d  mass en ro llm en t o f  Turkmens in the C o m m u n is t 

Party o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  and creation o f  a  new  class of national “ S o v ie t” 

intelligentsia. S y m b o lica lly , with the e s tab lish m en t of the firs t T u rk m en  

government in  F eb ru a ry  1925, e th n ic  T u rk m en  Nadirbai A ita k o v  was 

elected as th e  f i r s t  chairm an of the P re s id iu m  o f the C entral E x e c u tiv e  

Com mittee ( i .e . ,  head  of the state) a n d  ethnic Turkm en K a ig y sy z  

Atabayev as th e  f irs t Chairm an o f the C o u n c il  o f the P eople’s C o m m is ­

sars (i.e., the p r im e  minister).

Thirdly, the  S o v ie t central g o v e rn m e n t introduced c o m p le te ly  new  

political and  ad m in istra tiv e  system s in  Turkm enistan th a t e v o lv e d  

around the ru l in g  C om m unist Party o f  T urkm enistan  (C PT). T h e  C P T  

controlled the  S u p re m e  Soviet (P a r lia m e n t) , the Council o f  M in is te rs ,  

the adm in istra tiv e  apparatus of the s ta te  a t all levels. T h ro u g h o u t the 

1930s and 1 940s J o s e f  Stalin en g in ee red  the  formation o f th e  n o m e n ­

klatura . the c a re fu lly  selected cadres o f  th e  Com m unist Party, w h o  w ere  

appointed to all k e y  positions in the s ta te  apparatus and g a in ed  u n lim ­

ited and u n c h e c k e d  control over re so u rces  and  decision-m aking p ro c e ­
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d u re s . During the S ta l in  e ra  the highest p o s i t io n s  in the C om m u n ist 

P arty  were frequently ro ta te d ,  usually am o n g  n o n -T u rk m en s, a lth o u g h  

a f te r  World War II e th n ic  T urkm ens— Sh. B a ty ro v  and S. Babayev — 

w ere  entrusted to lead  th e  C PT.

S talin’s successor— N ik ita  Khrushchev (1 9 5 6 - 1 9 6 4 )—attempted to re ­

fo rm  the political sy stem  established by S talin , in tro d u c in g  a wide range o f  

reform s and denouncing  te rro r and mass p u rges. Khrushchev-led po litical 

an d  economic changes significantly liberalized th e  political system , a l ­

though these changes w e re  inconsistent and did  n o t last long. K hrushchev’s 

appointees—Dzh. G a ra y e v  and B. Ovezov— im p lem en ted  economic a n d  

social changes initiated b y  the Kremlin. The n e x t lead e r—Secretary G e n ­

eral Leonid Brezhnev (w h o  led the USSR fro m  1966 to 1982)—rejected  

K hrushchev's political a n d  social liberalization, a lth o u g h  he stopped sh o rt 

o f  returning to the p u rg e s  o f  Stalin’s years. B re z h n e v  completely a b a n ­

doned  the K hrushchev sty le o f erratic c a m p a ig n s , but gave re la tive  

freedom  to the national nom enkla tura  in term s o f  the cadre policy and r e ­

distribution of the n a tio n a l budget. He also s h o w e d  indifference to g ro w ­

ing comiption. M u h am m etn azar Gapurov, w h o  ru led  the Turkmen S S R  

from  1969 to 1985, p ro v e d  to be one o f the K re m lin ’s most loyal co m m u ­

n ist leaders in the C e n tra l A sian region and a fa ir ly  effective adm inistrator, 

although under his le ad e rsh ip  political co rru p tio n  in Turkmenistan b eg an  

to  penetrate all co m ers  o f  the state and the C o m m u n is t Party.

Yet, behind the g lo s s y  picture o f C o m m u n is t  Party  unity and c o m ­

prehensive w elfare sy s te m  prosperity, the r e a l i ty  was very d iffe ren t. 

T h e  Bolsheviks c a m e  to  pow er with a p ro m is e  to  eliminate social in ­

ju s tic e  and e x p lo ita tio n , and initially th e y  d id  try to force so c ia l 

equality , prom oted m o s t  talented youth to th e  h ig h es t political and a d ­

m inistrative p o s itio n s , regardless o f their t r ib a l affiliation or so c ia l 

background, and g a v e  free  access to e d u c a tio n , socia l, and other b e n e ­

fits to all people. H o w e v e r , gradually sp re a d in g  nepotism  and p o litic a l 

corruption u n d erm in ed  the whole system , a s  th e  nomenklatura  b e g a n  

establishing its e x c lu s iv e  control over all re s o u rc e s  in the country. T h u s ,  

m any party bosses a m a s s e d  fortunes th ro u g h  b rib e s , embezzling p u b lic  

funds, or accounting  m anipulations. In the c a s e  o f  Turkmenistan, m o s t 

lucrative and p re s tig io u s  positions, even p la c e s  at universities and p u b ­

lic institutions, b e g a n  to  be taken by w e ll-c o n n ec te d  individuals o r  

m em bers o f the p a tro n a g e  networks. M any  appoin tm ents and p ro m o ­

tions in T urkm enistan  w ere  determined not b y  th e  talents of in d iv id u a ls ,
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bul by b r ib e s , p e r s o n a l  connections, o r  s u p p o r t  from p a tro n ag e  (often 

tribal-based) n e tw o r k s .  T he K rem lin in te n d e d  to  elim inate trib a l an d  re ­

gional c o m p e t i t io n s  an d  rivalries in T u rk m e n is ta n , but old  id en titie s  

survived the  h a r s h  S ta lin -era  tra n s fo rm a tio n  and  flourished u n d e r  the 

indecisive l e a d e r s h ip  o f  Leonid B re z h n e v .

The S o v ie t g o v e r n m e n t  under S e c re ta ry  G en era l Yurii A n d ro p o v  at ­

tem pted to f ig h t  c o rru p tio n  in the e a r ly  1 980s; this m ove b a c k fire d . 

T urkm enistani p a r ty  lead ers  and n a tio n a l in te llig en tsia , like le a d e rs  and 

national in te l l ig e n ts ia  in other U n io n  R e p u b lic s , began to  d e m a n d  

greater a u to n o m y  f ro m  the K rem lin, a l th o u g h  fo r very different re a so n s . 

The n o m e n k la tu r a  w a n te d  unlimited p o l i t ic a l  and  econom ic c o n tro l  in 

their re p u b lic s , w h i le  the  in telligentsia d e s ire d  greater f reed o m s and 

was frustra ted  b y  th e  ineffectiveness o f  th e  sta te  and by ra m p a n t c o r ­

ruption. In th e  m id -1 9 8 0 s  M ikhail G o rb a c h e v  (w ho  led the U S S R  from  

1985 to 1991) a t te m p te d  to address th e s e  a n d  o ther problem s th ro u g h  

his policies o f  p e r e s t ro ik a  and g lasnost. H e  tr ie d  to reduce p o litic a l te n ­

sions in the U S S R  th ro u g h  greater p lu ra lism  an d  dem ocratization . H o w ­

ever. his a tte m p t to  fig h t corruption an d  p u t under more or less  t ra n s ­

parent con tro l th e  p o w e r of the n o m e n k la tu r a  alienated c o n se rv a tiv e  

Com munist P a r ty  le a d e rs  not only in M o s c o w  bu t also in the U n io n  R e ­

publics, w hile  h is  m ism anagem ent and  in co n sis ten cy  in the e c o n o m ic  

and political r e f o r m s  alienated the e n tire  p o p u la tio n . In the m e a n tim e , 

the local T u rk m e n  intelligentsia a ttem p ted  to  organize pressure o n  the 

conservative le a d e r s  o f  the CPT, o rg a n iz in g  them selves into a p o p u la r  

m ovem ent— A g z y b ir l ik ,  and dem anding p o litic a l  changes in the r e p u b ­

lic. In the en d  th e s e  incom plete re form s, in f ig h tin g  between lib e ra l an d  

conservative f a c t io n s  w ithin  the C o m m u n is t Party, com plicated w ith  

nationalistic g ro u p s  and  liberal in te llig en ts ia , led to political in s ta b ili ty  

and co n seq u en tly  to  severe political c r ise s  a n d  rising tensions in a ll r e ­

gions o f the U S S R , including T urkm enistan .

In this e n v iro n m e n t the Union R ep u b lic s , including T u rk m en is tan , 

dem anded to  r e v is e  the Soviet Union T re a ty  o f  1922 and the S o v ie t  

Constitution in o r d e r  to  gain greater so v e re ig n ty  in their eco n o m ic , s o ­

cial, and c u ltu ra l p o lic ie s . The debates an d  confrontations over th e  n a ­

ture of these c h a n g e s  culm inated in 1990 a n d  1991 in a bitter p o litic a l  

struggle b e tw e en  th e  central government a n d  the Union R epublics, b e ­

tween c o n se rv a tiv e s  and  reformers. This co n fro n ta tio n  dim inished b o th  

the K rem lin’s a b i l i ty  to  control political developm ents and the C o m -
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m u n is t Party's e x c lu s iv e  g r ip  on power, and le d  to  num erous co n stitu ­

t io n a l changes at bo th  th e  U nion  and R epublic  le v e ls .14

Finally, the c o n se rv a tiv e  m em bers o f  the S o v ie t  Politburo, the h ig h ­

e s t  decision-m aking b o d y  in the USSR, la u n c h e d  a coup  d 'e ta t in A u ­

g u s t 1991 in order to  s a v e  the Soviet U nion a n d  bring  the Union re ­

p u b lics  back under th e  K re m lin ’s control. T h e y  fa ile d , but the R ussian  

leadersh ip  under B o ris  Y eltsin  declared its in te n tio n  to dissolve th e  

U S S R . The peaceful d is in teg ra tio n  o f the S o v ie t  Union gave T u rk ­

m en istan  a chance to  d e c la re  its independence. T h a t  is exactly w hat th e  

Turkm enistan! P a r lia m e n t d id  on October 2 7 , 1 9 9 1 , as it announced its  

independence from  th e  U S S R , effectively e n d in g  7 0  years of the S o v ie t 

sy stem .

E c o n o m i c  C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  S o v ie t  Era

In their econom ic p o l ic ie s  the Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  alw ays em phasized  

th e  state-led d e v e lo p m e n t in which the c e n tra l iz e d  com m and ec o n o m y  

w a s  extensively u sed  in  m obilizing all re s o u rc e s  o f  the state for ra p id  

econom ic tran sfo rm a tio n . A n important part o f  th is  policy was the fo ­

c u s  on speedy in d u s tr ia liz a tio n , especially th e  h eav y  industries, a n d  

develop ing  s ta te -c o n tro lle d  large-scale a g r ic u ltu re .  In the co rnerstone 

o f  th is system was th e  cen tralized  econom ic p la n n in g . The fiv e -y e a r 

p lan n in g  was ideally  in te n d e d  to produce a c c e le ra te d  and balanced d e ­

velopm ent; in rea lity , th o u g h , these plans o f te n  em phasized  large a n d  

prestig ious projects ig n o r in g  cost-e ffectiveness an d  the rapid te c h n o ­

log ical changes e s p e c ia l ly  in the second h a lf  o f  th e  20th century. In a d ­

d itio n , the labor fo rc e  a n d  people 's creativ ity  w a s  used inefficiently a s  

th e  Soviet policies p ro h ib ite d  private e n tre p re n e u rsh ip . The eco n o m ic  

p o lic ies  were d es ig n e d  to  create full e m p lo y m e n t and this p o litica lly  

m otivated  concept c o m b in e d  with the c e n tra l iz e d  com m and p lan n in g  

underm ined private in c e n tiv e s  and c o n se q u e n tly  econom ic d e v e lo p ­

m en t and growth.

In the first stage d u r in g  the 1920s and e a rly  1930s the main o b jec tiv e  

w as  to rebuild the c o lo n ia l  era enterprises a n d  transporta tion  in frastru c ­

tu re  and to restructu re  th em  according to th e  n e w  dem ands o f  C en tra l 

A sian  and R ussian ec o n o m ic  developm ent. Turkm enistan em erg ed  

fro m  the calam ities o f  the  revolution and c iv i l  w a r with a totally d e ­

s troyed  economy an d  dysfunctional m arket. T h e  c iv il war era rivals o n
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all sides ra n d o m ly  ro b b e d  the c iv ilian  p o p u la t io n  and destroyed  p ro p e r ­

ties, e sp e c ia lly  in d u s tr ia l  enterprises a n d  tran sporta tion  in fra s tru c tu re , 

thereby d r iv in g  la rg e  segm ents o f  the  p o p u la t io n  into su b sis te n ce  eco ­

nomic a c tiv i t ie s .  L a rg e  groups o f  s k i l le d  w o rk e rs , ow ners, m an ag e rs , 

and in te llig e n ts ia  w e re  forced to e s c a p e  f ro m  the areas o f th e  co n flic t 

and often c h o s e  to  m ig ra te  to o ther c o u n t r ie s .  T h u s, in addition  to  o ther 

problem s T u rk m e n is ta n  experienced  a  s e v e re  shortage o f e x p e rie n c e d  

and educated  w o r k e r s ,  especially  e n g in e e r s  an d  m anagers. O n th e  o th er 

hand. T u rk m e n is ta n  h ad  som e a d v a n ta g e s  o v e r  other Central A s ia n  re ­

publics, su ch  a s  U zb ek istan  and T a j ik is ta n .  Turkm enistan p o ssessed  

large re serv es o l  o il  an d  other m ineral re s o u rc e s .  It was also  a llo c a te d  

significant in v e s tm e n ts  from  the S o v ie t b u d g e t  into its a g r ic u ltu re , es ­

pecially such  h ig h ly  valued  cash cro p s  a s  c o tto n  and silk. It h a d  e s ta b ­

lished tra n s p o r ta t io n  infrastructure, su ch  a s  ra ilro ad s, that was e x te n d e d  

well into the  s tra te g ic a l ly  im portant C a s p ia n  Sea region. In  ad d itio n  

Tuikmenistan w a s  re la tiv e ly  close to th e  p ro sp e c tiv e  markets in C e n tra l 

Russia and E u ro p e .

In the 1930s a n d  1940s the Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  directed large in v e s t ­

ments trom  th e  c e n tra l Soviet budget in to  developm ent o f  h e a v y  and 

petrochem ical in d u s tr ie s  and into m a c h in e ry , textile, light m a n u fa c tu r ­

ing, and m in in g  en te rp rise s . A ccording to  th e  official reports, m o re  than  

90 new in d u stria l p la n ts  were built in T u rk m e n is ta n  during the f irs t s tag e  

of in d u stria liza tio n  (1928-1932), in c lu d in g  tex tile and s ilk -p ro cess in g  

factories, e le c tr ic  p o w e r stations, and m a n y  o th e rs .15 During the  1930s, 

for exam ple, o il ex tra c tio n  increased fro m  ab o u t 8,000 tons m 1 9 2 9  to

500,000 tons in  1937 . T he industrial p ro d u c tio n  in the republic g re w  at 

an average a n n u a l  ra te  of about 12 to 14 p e rc e n t during the first th re e  p i-  
atiletkas  ( f iv e -y e a r  p lans).

World W ar II neg a tiv e ly  affected the  e c o n o m ic  developm ent in  the  

USSR, h o w e v e r , th e  Turkm en SSR re m a in e d  outside o f the m a in  b a t-  

tleftelds and  it m a n a g e d  to avoid the h u g e  econom ic decline th a t w a s  

expertenced in  w e s te rn  pans of the U S S R , such as the U k ra in e  an d  

Byelorussia. In  f a c t ,  in 1941-1942 abou t 7 0  enterprises were e v a c u a te d  

trom the w e s te rn  p rov inces of the U k ra in e  an d  Russian F ederation  an d  

relocated to  T u rk m e n is ta n , sometimes a lo n g  w ith their w orkers e n « i .  

neers. and te c h n ic a l  staff. Some of these  fac to ries  and plants re m a in e d  

in the re p u b lic  a f te r  the war. and they b e c a m e  the backbone o f  T u rk  
memstan s h e a v y  industry .
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In the postwar p er io d  th e  central Soviet g o v e rn m e n t allocated s ig n if ­

ic a n t resources to T u rk m e n is ta n ’s oil and gas e x tra c t in g  sectors and to  

b u ild in g  long oil and g a s  p ipelines to d eliver th e s e  products to central 

R u ss ia , the C aucasus, a n d  the  Ukraine. By 1 9 8 9  Turkm enistan p ro ­

d u c e d  23 percent o f  i ts  G D P  in the industria l se c to r , specializing in 

p ro cessin g  raw m a te r ia ls  (o il,  gas, etc.) and m a n u fa c tu rin g  agricultural 

m ach inery , electric m o to r s ,  tex tiles, garm ents, a n d  consum er goods.16

T h e agricultural s e c to r ,  like industries, a lso  re c e iv e d  significant re ­

so u rc es  and subsidies f ro m  the central S o v ie t g o vernm en t. H ow ever, 

d e sp ite  all efforts to c r e a te  an  efficient a g r ic u ltu ra l sec to r based on large  

state-controlled fa rm in g , the  outcome was v e ry  d ifferent. The initial 

co n d itio n s in the a g r ic u ltu ra l  sector in the p o s t-c iv i l  w ar era were v ery  

s im ila r  to the situation in  th e  industrial se c to r— la rg e  agricultural fa rm s 

w e re  destroyed and m o s t  o f  the people w ere e n g a g e d  in the traditional 

subsistence farming a n d  livestock  breeding, o f te n  ju s t  able to cover p e r ­

so n a l and family n eed s  in food  but unable to  p ro d u c e  anything to sell in 

th e  market. The land a n d  w ater resources w e re  distributed unequally  

a n d  they were under d if fe re n t  forms o f tra d itio n a l com m unity and p ri ­

v a te  ow nership—m u lk , sa n a sh ik , vaqf, etc.

In May 1925 the S o v ie t government abolished p rivate  ownership o f  the 

land . In 1926-1927 the re fo rm  regarding land a n d  w a te r were taken a step  

fu rther as they were ex p ro p ria ted  from the large a n d  rich landlords and re ­

lig ious endowments a n d  w ere distributed a m o n g  the poor farmers. Y et, 

subsistence farming still dom inated  the agricultural sec to r in Turkmenistan. 

A n d  a few years la ter— in 1929 and 1930—the S o v ie t authorities launched 

a  campaign of co llec tiv iza tion , sedentarization, a n d  sovietization o f T urk ­

m en  aids  (aids is a sm all v illage, where tribal an d  ex ten d ed  family units o f ­

ten  settle together). M a n y  Turkmen farmers re s is ted  the expropriation 

o f  their land and their c a ttle  into kolkhozy and m a n y  families chose to m i ­

g ra te  to neighboring A fg h an istan  and Iran in o rd e r  to  escape the brutal e x ­

cesses o f collectivization and sedentarization.

T he collectivization cam p a ig n  had long-lastin g  consequences. F irst, it 

in troduced large-scale fa rm in g  and the m e ch a n iza tio n  o f the agricultural 

sec to r, so that it b e c a m e  easy  to control and d ir e c t  the choice o f ag ricu l ­

tu ra l crops and to s p e c ia liz e  in certain p ro d u c ts , such as cotton. T h is  

dram atically increased th e  output of ag ricu ltu ra l products and eleva ted  

m o st o f the farmers o u t  o f  utter poverty and so c ia l  disparity. Second, it 

a llow ed  the im position  o f  changes in the so c ia l and  political b eh av io r



IxXV i i i  •  I N T R O D U C T I O N

and the e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  the so -ca lled  c u l tu ra l  revolution (see th e  next 

sec tion). T h r o u g h o u t  th e  Sov iet era  T u rk m e n is ta n  specialized in p ro d u c ­

tion of c o t to n ,  b e c o m in g  the seco n d  la rg e s t  producer o f co tto n  in the 

U SSR , and  a m o n g  im p o rtan t p ro d u cers  o f  w o o l, silk, fruits, an d  vegeta ­

bles. By 198 9  T u rk m e n is ta n  p ro d u ced  a b o u t  43  percent o f  its G D P  in 

agriculture.

The S o v ie t a u th o r i t ie s  often ignored  th e  se rv ic e  sector and it rem ain ed  

relatively u n d e r d e v e lo p e d  and in e ffic ien t d u r in g  the Soviet e ra . T h e  So ­

viet retail a n d  h o s p i ta l i ty  sectors b e c a m e  notorious for their “ S o v ie t’ 

style lo w -q u a lity  s e rv ic e s . By the 1 9 8 0 s th e  retail sector w as se rio u sly  

unbalanced a n d  th is  led  to a chron ic d e f ic i t  o f  consum er g o o d s  and  a 

wide range o f  o t h e r  p roducts. Even th e  h e a lth c a re  and ed u ca tio n a l ser ­

vices in w h ich  th e  S o v ie t authorities in v e s te d  huge resources th ro u g h o u t 

the 1940s, 1 9 5 0 s ,  a n d  1960s were in d e c a y  in the 1980s. In th is  en v i ­

ronment the b la c k  m ark e t burgeoned. In th e  1970s and 1980s the sh ad o w

economy f lo u r is h e d  providing access to  r e ta i l ,  healthcare, and o th e r  ser ­

vices (that s u p p o s e d ly  w ere free in the S o v ie t  system ) for cash .

O verall, th e  r e s u l t s  o f  nearly 70 y e a r s  o f  Soviet state-led d e v e lo p ­

ment w ere q u i te  m ix e d . On the one h a n d ,  th e  Soviet econom ic p o licy  

and ce n tra liz e d  a llo c a tio n  ot resources a c c e le ra te d  industrial d e v e lo p ­

ment and e c o n o m ic  grow th to u n p re c e d e n te d  rates. T u rk m e n is ta n ’s 

GDP w as d o u b l in g  ev e ry  12 to 15 y ea rs . T h e  state provided m o st o f  the 

population w ith  t re e  training, lifetim e e m p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s , and  

the eleva tion  o f  s ig n ifican t groups o f  th e  population out o f  a b s o lu te  

poverty. F a m in e  a n d  m ass diseases b e c a m e  practically u n k now n a f te r  

orld W ar II . T h e  governm ent invested fu r th e r  into developm ent o f  the 

ree seco n d ary , sp e c ia liz e d , vocational, a n d  h igh education an d  so c ia l  

are sy s te m s . O n  the other hand, th e  S o v ie t policies w ere im p le ­

mented b ru ta lly  a n d  very often at very h ig h  hum an, environm ental an d  

economic c o s t .  In  the late 1970s and 1 9 8 0 s , along with the re s t o f  the  

m n f l '  ™ m ! n ,s ,a n  a decade o f  stagnation , due to th e  a c c u -

etc M oreo v er b v  the  197fk . g ’ cornrnun ,catl°n in fra s tru c tu re ,

on u ^ u ^ i ^ b l ^ e ^ p l o h a d o n  o f 'n a tu ra ^ r e ^ 0 *5ment *ncreas' n^ ^  r e lie d
ing the m o n o c u ltu re  o f  cotton, re s o “ rces. ecologically d a m a g -
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T he G o rb ach ev -R y zh k o v  adm in istration’s e c o n o m ic  m ism anage ­

m e n t and m istakes in  im plem enting  re fo rm s  le d  to  the co llapse o f  

e c o n o m ic  re lations b e tw e e n  the repub lics in 1 9 9 0 -1 9 9 1 . The T u rk ­

m en istan! g o v ern m en t, a lo n g  with the g o v e rn m e n t o f  other Sov iet r e ­

p u b l ic s , began to q u e s t io n  the w isdom o f c e n tr a l iz e d  control o ver th e  

eco n o m y . G radually  i t  d em a n d e d  greater a u to n o m y  in economic d e c i ­

s io n  making and in th e  u sa g e  o f revenues f r o m  the  export o f natu ra l 

re so u rces  and even r a is e d  the question o f n a t io n a liz in g  properties a n d  

en te rp rises  that w ere  c o n tro l le d  by the large M o sco w -b ased  m in istries  

a n d  agencies. T he p e a c e fu l  dissolution o f  th e  U S S R  in 1991 gave to  

th e  Turkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t  a chance to ta k e  c o n tro l o f its e co n o m y  

a n d  to introduce e c o n o m ic  changes.

M i g r a t i o n ,  U r b a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  D e m o g r a p h i c  C h a n g e s

During the 20th c e n tu ry  the world ex p e rien ced  large-scale population  

m ovem ent due to the ra p id  urbanization in m a n y  developed  and d ev e lo p ­

ing  countries and la rg e  la b o r migration within a n d  betw een various c o u n ­

tries . For various p o litic a l ,  ideological, and so c ia l  reasons, the S o v ie t 

governm ent attem pted  to  control tightly both th e  population m ovem ents 

w ith in  the republic a n d  the migration flow b e tw e e n  Turkmenistan a n d  

o th e r Soviet republics. It restricted directly a n d  indirectly  the m ovem ent 

o f  som e groups o f  th e  population , such as p e a sa n ts , former prisoners o f  

w ar, and those w ho w e re  repressed during S ta l in ’s purges (the so -ca lled  

vrag i naroda—en em ies  o f  the people). At the s a m e  tim e, the Soviet g o v ­

ernm ent stimulated d o m e s tic  migration o f  o th e r  categories o f p eo p le , 

such  as skilled labor, th e  Com munist Party a n d  m ilitary  personnel, e n g i ­

neers, lecturers, fa c to ry  managers, and som e o th e r  groups. In ad d itio n , 

during  the co llec tiv iza tio n  period, S ta lin -led  governm ent ordered a  

forcible relocation o f  various social groups (su c h  as kulaks— w ealth y  

farm ers, tribal and co m m u n ity  leaders, etc.) d u r in g  World War II and  it 

o rdered deportation o f  various ethnic groups (su ch  as Volga G erm an s , 

C rim ean Tatars, e tc .)  fro m  other parts o f the S o v ie t Union into C en tra l 

A sian republics, in c lu d in g  Turkmenistan. T h e  p o lic y  o f total control w a s  

particularly rigorously  enforced  during S ta lin ’s e ra ,  but to some degree it 

w as relaxed during K h ru sh c h ev ’s and B rez h n ev ’s tim e in power.

W hen the T u rk m en  S S R  was created in 1 9 2 4 . it was a vast c o u n try  

w ith  a very sm all p o p u la tio n  of about 9 5 0 .0 0 0  people, or about 1 .9
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peop le per s q u a r e  k ilo m e te r . The p o p u la t io n  w as unevenly d is tr ib u te d , 

as it was c o n c e n t r a te d  in  the sm all to w n s  a n d  c ities in the so u th e a s t and 

east ot the c o u n t r y  a n d  o n  the shore o f  th e  C a sp ia n  Sea. The u rb a n  cen ­

ters were v e ry  s m a l l  a n d  populated  m a in ly  by  the R ussians, U z b ek s , 

A rm enians, P e r s i a n s  (I ran ian s), and  s o m e  o th ers , while m ost o f  the

lurkm ens l iv e d  in  ru ra l  areas en g a g ed  in  ag ricu ltu re  and sem ip asto ra l 

animal b re e d in g .

During the f i r s t  y e a rs  o f  co llec tiv ization  a n d  industrialization th e  T u rk ­

men SSR la c k e d  sk il le d  labor, e sp ec ia lly  en g in ee rs , training p erso n n e l, 

factory and c o l le c t iv e  fa rm  m anagers, s ta te  adm inistrators, and m a n y  o th ­

ers. The S o v ie t a u th o r i t ie s  addressed th is  p rob lem  through tw o  m ajo r 

measures. F irs tly , th e y  relocated s ig n ifican t num b ers  of people (b o th  vol ­

untarily and fo r c ib ly )  from  the E uropean p a r t  o f  the USSR and sen t them  

to the various p ro v in c e s  and districts o f  th e  rep u b lic . The scale o f  th is  im ­

migration w as e x tre m e ly  large for the T u rk m e n  SSR. For e x a m p le , the 

number of e th n ic  R u ss ia n s  in T urkm en istan  n early  tripled betw een 1926 

and 1939, fro m  7 5 ,3 0 0  to  232,900. S im ila r  tre n d s  could be seen w ith  the 

Ukrainians, T a ta rs ,  a n d  som e other e th n ic  g ro u p s . Secondly, the a u th o r i ­

ties launched a  la rg e -sc a le  training and vydvizhenchestvo  (native ca d re  

piomotion p ro g ra m )  cam paigns that a im ed  a t  intensive training o f  n a tiv e  

Turkmens and p ro m o tin g  them to m a n a g e ria l, governmental, a d m in is tra ­

tive, and o th er p o s i t io n s . Many T urkm ens w e re  sent to un iversities and  

technical c o lle g e s  in  Tashkent. M oscow, L en in g ra d , and some o th e r c itie s  

in the Soviet U n io n  in the 1920s and 193 0 s. In addition several h u n d re d  

Turkmens w e re  tra in e d  locally in the n e w ly  established techn ical and  

training schoo ls a n d  institutions.

Another w a v e  o t  m igrants arrived in T u rk m en is tan  during the  tu rb u ­

lent \e a rs  o f W o r ld  W ar II, as the K rem lin  o rd e re d  the relocation o f  s e v ­

eral industrial e n te rp r is e s  and factories f ro m  the war-torn a reas, a lo n g  

with their e n tire  w o rk -fo rc e  (mainly p e o p le  o f  Slavic origin). B e tw e e n  

1939 and 1959 th e  nu m b er of Russians in th e  Turkmen SSR in c re a se d  

rom 232,900 to  2 6 2 ,7 0 0 . The Soviet g o v e rn m e n t also ordered th e  r e lo ­

c a t e  o f p r is o n e rs  o f  w ar. such as G e rm an s , Japanese, and som e o th e r s ,  

as well as so m e  e th n ic  groups such T u rk s, C rim ean  Tatars etc to  C e n ­

tral Asian r e p u b lic s ,  including T urkm en istan .

Ye. this im m ig ra t io n  ol people lo the T u rk m e n  SSR was on a  s m a l le r  

scale than in  o th e r  C entral Asian re p u b lic s , such as K yrgyzstan  o r  

neighboring K a z a k h s ta n . The proponion o f  eth n ic  Turkmans re m a in e d
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re la tiv e ly  stable at a b o u t 5 9  percent in 1939 a n d  6 0  percent in 1959 in ­

c re a s in g  to 65.6 p ercen t in  1970 and to 72 p e r c e n t  in 1989. For co m ­

p a r iso n . the proportion o f  th e  ethnic K yrgyzs in K y rg y z  SSR declined 

f ro m  66.7 percent in 1 9 2 6  to  40 .5  percent in 19 5 9 ; a lthough  it increased 

to  52 .3  percent in 1989. T h e  ethnic Russian p o p u la t io n  in the Turkm en 

S S R  w as growing in a b s o lu te  and relative f ig u re s  d u e  to migration and  

n a tu ra l increase from  7 .7  p e rcen t in 1926 to 1 8 .6  percen t in 1939, bu t 

its  proportion in the to ta l po p u la tio n  of T u rk m e n is ta n  steadily decreased 

a f te r  1939. For ex a m p le , it declined  to 17.3 p e rc e n t  in 1959 and fu rther 

to  14.5 percent in 1970 a n d  to 9.4 in 1989; a lth o u g h  in absolute num ­

b e r s  it remained ro u g h ly  the same flu c tu a tin g  a ro u n d  313.000 and  

3 3 3 ,8 0 0  between 1970 a n d  1989. Throughout th e  S o v ie t era. the U zbek 

co m m u n ity  sign ifican tly  in creased , although it re m a in e d  approxim ately 

th e  sam e in proportion to  th e  total population f lu c tu a tin g  between 8 and  

10 percent, making th e  U z b ek s  the th ird -la rg es t e thn ic  group in the 

T u rk m en  SSR after T u rk m e n s  and Russians.

A t the same tim e, th e  e th n ic  Turkmen p o p u la tio n  g rew  steadily in a b ­

s o lu te  numbers due to  h ig h  birth  rates and im p ro v e d  healthcare serv ices 

co m b in ed  with a low  e m ig ra tio n  rate. The p o lic y  o f  stimulation o f  p o p ­

u la tio n  growth in the 1 9 7 0 s  and 1980s and c o m p re h e n s iv e  welfare sy s ­

te m  for large fam ilies a ls o  contributed to th is p ro c e s s .  Thus the ethn ic  

T u rk m en  population d o u b le d  from ap p ro x im a te ly  719.800 in 1926 to

1 ,416,000 in 1970, a n d  a g a in  to about 2 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0  in 1991.

T he strict control o v e r  population m ovem ents c re a te d  a specific pattern 

o f  urbanization and p o p u la tio n  settlement. T ra d itio n a lly  most of the m i ­

g ra n ts  settled in the u rb a n  areas forming e th n ica lly  cohesive enclaves in 

p lace s  such as A sh g ab a t, Krasnovodsk, etc., c re a t in g  distinct social, eco ­

n o m ic , and cultural d iffe re n c e s  and divides b e tw e e n  the urban and rural 

populations. M eanw hile e th n ic  Turkmens m o v ed  to  the urban areas at a  

rela tively  slow rate, a n d  m any  of them rem ain ed  in the rural areas and  

sm all towns and v illag es. D ue to the restrictive p o lic ie s  and to the pattern 

o f  investments, u rb an iza tio n  arrived at the T u rk m en  SSR  relatively late in 

th e  1950s and 1960s, a n d  it largely stabilized in th e  1970s and 1980s. A c ­

co rd in g  to official s ta tis tic a l reports, in 1989 th e  urban population w as 

ab o u t 45 percent (or a b o u t  1.5 million).

Despite the Soviet a tte m p ts  to involve the n a tiv e  Turkmen population 

in the industrial secto r, m in in g , and some o th e r sk ill  intensive industries, 

th e  predominant m a jo rity  o f
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sector and liv e d  in  ru ra l areas. In the 1 9 7 0 s  an d  1980s, with the d ec lin e  

of agricu ltu ral s u b s id ie s  and em erg ing  en v iro n m e n ta l p ro b lem s, m any 

Turkmens b e g a n  to  face  an increasing s h o r ta g e  o f  em ploym ent o p p o r tu ­

nities, a s h o rta g e  o f  a rab le  land, and lo w e r  in co m es . In the m e a n tim e , the 

urban areas c o u ld  n o t absorb the rap id ly  g ro w in g  inflow o f ru ra l p o p u ­

lation due to  s h o r ta g e  o f  housing, sh o rta g e  o f  public services, im b a lan ce  

in job o p p o r tu n it ie s ,  an d  some o thers. T h is  developm ent co n trib u te d  to 

rising social d is c o n te n t ,  increasing c o m p e ti t io n  between various reg io n a l 

groups (o ften  f u e le d  by  the strong trib a l id e n titie s ) , and in te re th n ic  ten ­

sions. In 1989 a n d  1990 there were re p o rts  o f  socia l, in tercom m unal, and 

interethnic c o n f l i c ts  in som e parts o f  th e  T u rk m en  SSR, a lth o u g h  the 

Turkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t managed to  k e e p  tight control o ver p o litica l 

developm ents in  th e  country  and a v o id ed  th e  escalation o f  te n s io n s  into 

large-scale c o n f l ic ts .

S o v ie t  N a t i o n a l i t y  P o l i c y  a n d  S o c i a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  C h a n g e s

As in all o t h e r  a sp e c ts  o f its o p p re s s iv e  ru le ,  the Soviet c e n tra l  g o v ­

ernm ent a t te m p te d  to  establish total c o n t r o l  o v e r its nationality  p o lic y  

and o rc h e s tra te d  a  large-scale  n a tio n -s ta te -b u ild in g  ex p erim en t in a c ­

cordance w ith  S ta l in ’s vision o f n a tio n a l d evelopm en t. T h is n a t io n a l ­

ity policy w a s  a  re flec tio n  o f the M a rx is t-L e n in is t  th eo re tic a l c o n ­

struction a n d  v is io n  o f  the nations an d  in te re th n ic  relations, as  w e ll  as 

changing v ie w s  w ith in  the Soviet ru l in g  e l i te .  By and large , in  A n a ­

toly K h a z a n o v 's  w o rd s  it attem pted to  “ fo r c e  the social, c u l tu ra l ,  an d  

linguistic u n i f ic a t io n  o f  all n a tio n a litie s  in  the USSR on the b a s i s  o f  

Russian, o r  m o r e  accurately , S o v ie t-R u ss ia n  culture.” 17 T he c u l tu ra l  

and social c h a n g e s  introduced by the S o v ie tiz a tio n  policy had  tw o  d i ­

m ensions th a t  w e re  intended to fu r th e r  s tren g th en  the “S o v ie t T u rk ­

men n a tio n ” a n d ,  gradually, to m ake it an  inseparable p a r t o f  th e  

“Soviet n a t io n .  F irstly , during the s e v e n  decades o f S o v ie t ru le  

the S ovie t a u th o r i t ie s  carefully c ra f te d  th e  education s y s te m , the  

"new T u rk m e n  c u ltu ra l setting ( in c lu d in g  the  written “s c ie n tif ic ” h is ­

tory o f T u rk m e n s  and Turkmen land a n d  new  forms o f m o d e rn  a r t) ,  

and the “ n e w ” so c ia l  organization o f  s o c ie ty . Secondly, the S o v ie t iz a ­

tion po licy  a im e d  to  decrease social d if fe re n c e s  between T u rk m e n s  

and R u ss ia n s  a s  th e se  ditterences w ere  p e rce iv ed  to be an o b s ta c le  in 

the w ay o f  c o n s o lid a t in g  the Soviet id e n tity .
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T h e  Soviet au thorities p u t particular stress o n  th e  elim ination o f  illit ­

e r a c y  am ong the T u rk m e n s  and  introducing a m a s s  standardized ed u ca ­

t io n  system . The c a m p a ig n  th a t targeted e lim in a tin g  illiteracy was v ig ­

o ro u s ly  im plemented th ro u g h o u t the 1920s an d  19 3 0 s . O ne of the m ost 

im p o rtan t targets o f  th is  cam paign  was e d u c a tio n  am ong Turkm en 

w o m e n , who in the p a s t w e re  traditionally d e p r iv e d  o f  educational o p ­

p o rtu n itie s . The g o v e rn m e n t also  invested s u b s ta n tia l  resources in e s ­

ta b lish in g  a network o f  p r im a ry  and secondary  s c h o o ls  and training and 

re tra in in g  institutions, w h ic h  by the late 1940s c o v e re d  all cities and  

to w n s  in the republic  (com paratively , there  w e re  ju s t 58 prim ary  

sc h o o ls  and 210 m e k d e p s  an d  no universities in th e  Zacaspian oblast in 

1 9 1 3 ). Between 1924 a n d  1933 the first te r tia ry  edu ca tio n  institutions 

w e re  opened in m ajor T u rk m en is tan  cities, w h ic h  o ffered  education in 

th e  Turkm en language a s  the primary lan g u ag e  o f  instruction. At the 

s a m e  tim e the a u th o ritie s  attem pted to ex p an d  th e  use o f the R ussian 

lan g u ag e , introducing it in  schools, un iversities, m e d ia , adm inistration, 

e tc .  T he Soviet a u th o ritie s  a lso  attempted to lim it  th e  cultural influences 

o f  the past through T u rk m e n  language and T u rk m e n  alphabet reform s. 

In  the first step in 1929 th e  Soviet authorities c h a n g e d  the Turkmen a l ­

p h a b e t from Arabic to  L a t in ,  and in 1940 from  L a tin  to Cyrillic. T h u s , 

th e  literature and art o f  th e  Turkm en SSR w as m a in ly  developed based  

u p o n  the Cyrillic s c r ip t.  In  the 1960s and 1 9 7 0 s  the Kremlin leaders 

to o k  the Russification p o lic y  even further by re q u ir in g  that many su b ­

je c ts  at schools and u n iv e rs it ie s  be taught e n t i r e ly  in the Russian lan ­

g u a g e . Yet, according to  th e  1989 census on ly  a b o u t  27.7  percent o f  th e  

T u rk m en s (the second  lo w e s t proportion a m o n g  th e  Central Asian n a ­

t io n s , after the U zb ek s) c la im ed  that they had  a n  advanced know ledge 

o f  the Russian la n g u a g e .18

A t the same time, the  K rem lin  paid special a tten tio n  to the education o f  

th e  “new ” Turkmen in te lligen tsia  and prom otion o f  the “new” Soviet art 

a n d  culture as a m eans o f  strengthening the n a tio n a l Turkmen and Soviet 

identities. Since the m id -1 9 2 0 s  most talented y o u n g  Turkmens had been 

regularly  sent to m ajor universities in Russia an d  o th e r  Soviet republics to  

s tu d y  science, en g in eerin g , modem  art, and o th e r  subjects. For exam ple, 

m an y  o f Turkmen sch o la rs , writers, and jou rnalists  w h o  became prom inent

in the 1950s and 1960s rece iv ed  t .................. -  ;

(n o w  Saint Petersburg). T h ese  younj 

a lo n g  with scholars, sc ien tis ts , educa
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from the v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  the U SSR, o p e n e d  pub lic libraries, th ea te rs , art 

exhibitions, th e  a c a d e m y  o f  science, m u s e u m s , etc.

M ass m ed ia  b e c a m e  another area th a t th e  S o v ie t authorities d ev e lo p ed  

vigorously. T h e  f i r s t  regu lar Turkm en n e w sp a p e rs ,  T urkm enistan  (later 

renamed S h u r a la r  T urkm enistany  and  th e n  S o ve t T urkm en istany ) and 

Turkm enskie I z v e s t ia  (la te r renam ed T u r k m e n s k a y a  Iskra ), w e re  es tab ­

lished b e tw een  1 9 2 0 -1 9 2 4 , gradually in c re a s in g  their c ircu la tio n s from

2,000 in the 1 9 2 0 s  to  several hundred th o u s a n d  in the 1980s. B y  1989 

the total a n n u a l p r in t  run of 66 n e w sp a p e rs  (including 49 in T u rk m en  

language) an d  3 4  m ag az in es and jo u rn a ls  ( in c lu d in g  16 in T u rk m en  lan ­

guage) in th e  T u rk m e n  SSR reached 211 m ill io n  and 13.6 m illion  co p ies  

respectively. In  192 6  the first f ilm -p ro d u c in g  center was e s ta b lish e d , 

which b ecam e a n  essen tia l part o f the S o v ie t  ideological and c u ltu ra l m a ­

chinery. In 192 7  th e  Turkm enfilm  s tu d io  p ro d u c ed  its first d o cu m en ta ry  

motion p ic tu re s . In  the late 1930s the  s tu d io  began the tra n s la tio n  of 

movies from  R u s s ia n  and other lan g u ag es o f  the USSR into the T u rk m en  

language. T h e  n e w ly  established p u b lish in g  houses produced th o u sa n d s  

of books, n e w s p a p e rs ,  and m agazines, in itia lly  mainly in the T u rk m e n  

language, b u t a f te r  W orld  War II, an in c re a s in g  number o f p u b lica tio n s  

in the rep u b lic  w e re  produced in R u ss ia n . F o r example, in 1989 a lone 

661 books a n d  b ro c h u re s  (including 2 8 8  in  th e  Turkmen lan g u ag e) w ere 

published w ith  a  to ta l print run o f  8.1 m ill io n  copies (in co m p ariso n , be ­

fore the re v o lu tio n  there was only one p u b lis h in g  house in T u rk m en is tan , 

which p ro d u c ed  a  few  dozen titles).

But all th e s e  c u ltu ra l changes were in se p a ra b le  from the S o v ie t so c ia l 

experim ent. D u r in g  the 1920s and 1930s S ta l in ’s regime e lim in a te d  the 

old T urkm en in te llig e n ts ia , as well as th e  re lig io u s, political, a n d  trib a l 

elite, first by  s e n d in g  them  into exile in S ib e r ia  o r other parts o f  th e  S o ­

viet U nion , a n d  th en  by executing them  in lab o r camps and p r iso n s . T h e  

Islamic le a d e rs  w e re  particularly ta rg e ted  in this campaign, as f r o m  the 

1930s the S o v ie t  government p e rs is ten tly  and brutally im p le m e n te d  

the policy o f  a th e is m , closing m osques a n d  medreses (m a d ra sa h s ) and  

prohibiting re lig io u s  practices. At the s a m e  tim e the Soviet le a d e rs  a t ­

tem pted to  c r e a te  a new Turkmen in te llig e n ts ia  and a new  n a tio n a l 

Turkmen e l i te  b y  prom oting the m ost g if te d  and ambitious y o u n g  p e o ­

ple from th e  lo w e r  strata of society. T h e y  w ere mostly p ro m o te d  ac ­

cording to  th e i r  ta len ts  and abilities ra th e r  than  their social s ta tu s  o r  d e ­

scent (as o p p o s e d  to  traditional society ).
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D esp ite  these c o n s id e ra b le  social changes, a n d  th e  success in indus ­

tr ia liza tio n  and social e n g in e e r in g  in the re p u b lic , T u rk m en  society p re ­

s e rv e d  some im portant c h a rac te ris tic s  of the t ra d it io n a l  lifestyle that c u ­

r io u s ly  mixed with c e r ta in  e lem en ts  of m o dern ity . T h e  traditionalism  in 

th e  Turkm en SSR sh o w e d  its ability  to oppose  th e  innovations and so ­

c ia l  transform ations th a t w e re  imposed by the S o v ie t  system . Despite all 

th e  social changes, the T u rk m e n s  continued to  k e e p  so m e o f the features 

o f  th e  patriarchal so c ie ty  a n d  strong tribal and k in s h ip  traditions. In th is 

re g a rd , some p a r tic u la ritie s  o f  the Soviet m o d e rn iz a tio n  contributed to  

th is .  F or exam ple, the  k o lk h o z e s  kept the e x te n d e d  family ties alive 

th ro u g h o u t the Soviet e r a  a s  often  whole T u rk m e n  a id s  o f  relatives and  

m em b ers  of the sam e t r ib a l  g roups were b rough t to g e th e r  into ko lkhozes  

d u r in g  the co llec tiv iza tion  cam paign . T rad itio n a lly , the  extended fam ily 

so c ia l network p ro v id ed  su p p o rt to all m em b ers  o f  the aids  and dev e l ­

o p e d  a  kind of ec o n o m ic  w elfare  net. The “ p a tro n -c lie n t"  relationship 

o u ts id e  the mils c o n tin u e d  the traditional line o f  th e  Turkm en tribal re ­

g io n a l confederations ( th e  so-called clans).

O v e r time, how ever, th e  shortcom ings o f th e  S ov ie tiza tio n , national ­

i ty  policy, pressure o f  R u ss if ica tio n , and, e sp e c ia l ly ,  the increasing p o ­

litica l corruption s p a rk e d  a  growing u n eas in ess  am o n g  the Turkm en 

po p u la tio n  and even a m o n g  the Turkmen R u s s if ie d  intelligentsia. T h e  

s itu a tio n  was w orsened  b y  a growing gap b e tw e e n  propaganda and re ­

a lity . Huge am ounts o f  m o n ey  were wasted o n  a  few  prestigious p ro j ­

e c ts  w hile the state fa ile d  significantly to im p ro v e  standards o f liv ing , 

a n d  to provide e m p lo y m e n t opportunities fo r a  ra p id ly  growing popu la ­

t io n . Although the o ff ic ia l  propaganda dec la red  th a t  everyone in the so ­

c ie ty  had equal rig h ts  a n d  equal o p p o rtu n itie s , the best educational 

p la c e s , best jobs, b es t h o u s in g , and many o th e r  th ings went to w ell- 

co n n ected  mem bers o f  th e  nomenklatura. T h is  d e e p ly  corrupt n o m e n ­

k la tu ra  showed a d is re s p e c t  for the local c u l tu re s  and  local needs an d  

m o v ed  swiftly ag a in s t an y  signs of d isco n ten t that appeared in the  

1970s, alienating m a n y  ord inary  people an d  in telligen tsia . H ow ever, 

o n ly  G orbachev’s lib e ra liz a tio n  of the regim e in  th e  1980s allowed p eo ­

p le  to  express d isco n ten t openly. This d isco n ten t w ith  the regime o ften  

to o k  on a nationalistic fla v o r , as people w ere a n g e re d  by the shortcom ­

in g s  o f  the K rem lin 's  p o lic ies . The T urkm en  com m unity  began d e ­

m and ing  greater re sp e c t fo r their cultural h e r ita g e ,  opening schools in 

T urkm en  language; e n h a n c in g  opportunities in  h igher education fo r
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ordinary T u rk m e n s  b y  sw itching teac h in g  in  m a jo r colleges and u n iv e r ­

sities from  the  R u s s ia n  language to T u rk m e n . In addition they c a lle d  for 

increasing the  n u m b e r  o f  publications a n d  te lev is io n  and rad io  b ro a d ­

casting in T u rk m e n ,  as  w ell as d e m a n d in g  th a t the Turkmen la n g u a g e  

become the s ta te  la n g u a g e  in the T u rk m e n  S S R .

D i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  I t s  L e g a c y

M ikhail G o r b a c h e v ’s (1985-1991) p o li tic a l  reform s u n leash ed  u n ­

precedented p o li t ic a l  activities and soc ia l g riev an ces . The in te llig en ts ia  

in every re p u b lic  o f  the USSR hotly d e b a te d  the past and fu tu re  o f  the 

Soviet po litica l s y s te m . Yet, the degree o f  politicization o f the so c ie ty  

was different in  v a r io u s  parts of the S o v ie t U n io n . These d eb a tes  w ere  

most vigorous in  th e  S ov ie t Baltic states, w h i le  the Central A sian n o m e n ­

klatura m an ag ed  to  keep  a tight lid on  th e  po litica l and social d e v e lo p ­

ment and p u b lic  d isc o u rse . The social a n d  in tere thn ic tensions b e tw e e n  

1989 and 1991 in f la m e d  a series o f d e a d ly  in tere thn ic and in te rc o m m u - 

nal conflicts in K y rg y z stan , Tajikistan, T u rk m en is tan , and U z b e k is ta n . 

The Central A s ia n  lead ers , while strong ly  su p p o rtin g  the ex isting  so c ia l 

and political o r d e r  and  the integrity o f  th e  U S S R , actively d e m a n d e d  

more so v ere ig n ty  in conducting d o m estic  po litica l and econom ic p o li ­

cies, including  s u c h  issues as taxation, so c ia l  w elfare system, la n g u a g e , 

cadre and n a tio n a li ty  policies, and in so m e  o th e r  changes. The fa te  o f  the 

Soviet U nion w a s ,  how ever,decided  in M o sc o w , and not in C entral A s ia . 

After the u n su c c e s s fu l military coup d ’e ta t  in August 1991, the R u ss ia n  

Federation an d  th e n  one by one other S o v ie t  republics declared th e i r  in ­

dependence a n d  sovereign ty . Despite so m e  hesitations, the p a r lia m e n t o f  

the Turkm en S S R  finally  gathered to d is c u s s  the  pressing issue o f  th e  p o ­

litical future.

After in te n s iv e  d iscussions between th e  governm ent, party o f f ic ia ls ,  

and T urkm en S S R  representatives in th e  A ll-U nion  Congress o f  P e o ­

ple’s D ep u ties , th e  Turkm en Parliam ent d e c la re d  Turkm enistan 's in d e ­

pendence fro m  th e  U SSR  on O ctober 2 7 ,  1991. This step p e a c e fu lly  

ended m ore th a n  70  years of the S ov ie t sy s tem  in T urkm enistan an d  

suddenly o p e n e d  a  w orld  of opportunities a n d  challenges for th is  n e w ly  

independent s ta te .  M any issues had to  b e  addressed  im m ediately, su ch  

as econom ic a n a rc h y , interethnic te n s io n s , co llapse of the c e n tra liz e d  

su p p ly -an d -d is trib u tio n  chain, b reakdow n o f  interrepublic t ra d e , an d



INTRODUCTION •  Ix x x v i i

so c ia l  disconten t. O th ers , s u c h  as conso lidating n a t io n a l  identity am ong 

th e  c itizen s of the n ew ly  independen t republic , re la t io n s  with the na ­

t io n a l m inorities, fo rm u la tin g  political relations w ith  R ussia  and neigh ­

b o r in g  countries, req u ired  lo n g -te rm  planning a n d  a  reassessm ent o f  the 

S o v ie t legacies.

In d e ed  Turkm enistan in h e r ite d  an uneasy le g a c y  from  the Russian 

c o lo n ia l and Soviet e ra s ,  in c lu d in g  some very n e g a tiv e  outcom es and 

o th e r  positive ones. T u rk m e n  intellectuals h ig h lig h te d  several negative 

co n seq u en ces of the c o lo n ia l  and  Soviet eras. T h e  d iv is io n  of areas o f  

in flu en c e  between the R u s s ia n  and British e m p ire s  le f t som e territories 

th a t  w ere populated by T u rk m e n s  in the past an d  s ig n if ic a n t numbers o f  

e th n ic  Turkmens in A fg h a n is ta n  and Iran. In a d d i t io n ,  during  the Soviet 

b o rd e r  delim itation b e tw e e n  1924 and 1926 s o m e  lands with sm all 

T u rk m en  minorities w e re  transferred  to o ther S o v ie t  republics. Harsh 

m e a su re s  against re b e ls , p o litica l opponents, a n d  certain  groups o f  

T u rk m en  society fo rced  th o s e  people to leave th e i r  hom eland for o ther 

c o u n tr ie s , especially fo r  A fg h a n is ta n , Iran, and  T u rk e y . The Soviet au ­

th o ritie s  launched an in d u stria liza tio n  p ro g ram , m ass iv e  construction 

p ro je c ts , and extracted th e  natu ra l resources on  a  la rg e  scale; yet, a fte r 

th e  initial significant r is e  in  liv ing  standards, th e y  fa iled  to deliver fur ­

th e r  grow th in living s ta n d a rd s  to many groups in  th e  Turkm en society. 

G o v e rn m en t’s attem pts to  co n tro l the size o f th e  u rb a n  population often 

lim ite d  population m o v e m e n ts  from rural areas to  th e  cities, leaving ru ­

ra l Turkm ens stuck in th e  low -productivity and  lo w -in c o m e  agricultural 

se c to r . The Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  also brutally re s tr a in e d  intellectual d is ­

c o u rs e , especially in s u c h  a reas  that touched u p o n  re lig ious issues and 

n a tio n a l identities, a n d  arb itrarily  banned s o m e  Turkm en cultural 

so u rc e s  and intellectual w o rk s  that were c o n s id e re d  unfit for the Soviet 

ideo log ical system.

A t the same time, th e re  w ere significant socia l an d  cultural advances 

a n d  achievements in th e  repub lic . Some groups o f  the Turkmen society 

h ighlighted  the positive c h a n g e s  when they d iscu ssed  the legacy of the S o ­

v ie t era. The Soviet a u th o ritie s  succeeded in their state-building project, in 

estab lish ing  a cohesive political and territoria l e n tity —the Turkmen 

S S R —and in developing th e  Turkmen national id en tity . The so-called cu l ­

tu ra l revolution b rought th e  elimination o f m ass  illiteracy—helping to 

b u ild  the modem T u rk m e n  culture, literature, a n d  standardized literary 

la n g u ag e—and in troduced  m any forms o f art th a t w ere unknown in the
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past. The S o v ie t s ta te  also created the n a tio n a l intelligentsia, includ ing  

large groups o f  adm in istra to rs, ed u ca to rs , a n d  scientists, and a ttem p ted  to 

eradicate so c ia l in eq u a lity  by creating o p p o rtu n itie s  for some social g roups 

that were p re v io u s ly  deprived in the so c ie ty . D uring the 20th ce n tu ry  the 

advanced e d u c a tio n a l  system, science, te ch n o lo g y , public health  and  a 

welfare sy stem  w e re  established w ith s ig n if ic a n t contributions a n d  help 

from other S o v ie t  republics. Thus, d e sp ite  stagnating  and re la tiv e ly  low 

personal in c o m e s  in  the Turkmen S SR , th e  U n ited  Nations D evelopm en t 

Program (U N D P ) considered  that the H D I in  the  republic in the 1980s was 

well ahead o f  th a t  o f  many developing s ta te s  such as A fghanistan , Pak ­

istan, India, T u rk e y , o r  Iraq. If measured b y  th e  HDI that takes into acco u n t 

the level o f  e d u c a tio n , access to social a n d  hea lthcare  benefits, e tc ., th e  re ­

public was in th e  3 1 st place in the global ra n k in g  in 1991.

D ebates a b o u t  th e  legacy of the past a n d  its  implication for th e  fu tu re  

divided m an y  s o c ia l  and  political g ro u p s  o f  the Soviet society . O n  the 

eve o f 1991 th e r e  w ere  many co m m u n is t hard liners who w ere  v ig o r ­

ously d e fe n d in g  th e  com m unist id e o lo g y  an d  the Soviet sy s te m  and 

who were c a l l in g  fo r  use of force by th e  a rm y  and security s e rv ic e s  to 

crush the p o l i t ic a l  opposition and re s to re  “ order."  However, th e  m ost 

im portant f e a tu re  o f  the Soviet d is in te g ra tio n  w as that the S o v ie t le a d ­

ership ag reed  to  d is so lv e  the Soviet U n io n  peacefu lly , allow ing th e  p e o ­

ple and the re p u b lic s  to decide their fu tu re  and  to shape their p o li t ic a l ,  

social, and e c o n o m ic  development.

I N D E P E N D E N T  T U R K M E N I S T A N

Travelers w h o  s a w  Turkmenistan d u rin g  th e  Soviet era and w h o  h av e  

visited th ere  s in c e  independence w o u ld  b e  surprised to d is c o v e r  that 

one and a  h a l t  decades of in d ep en d e n ce  have brought so  m a n y  

changes, b u t th e y  w ould also be su rp r is e d  to find a lot o f c o n tin u ity  

from the S o v ie t  p a s t. One of the m ost c o lo rfu l  places to o b se rv e  th e se  

changes is a  la rg e  oriental bazaar on th e  ou tsk irts  of A sh g ab a t. T h e  

bazaar s y m b o liz e s  the arrival o f the n e w  co n su m er culture, as it o f fe rs  

products fro m  a ll  o v e r the world and f ro m  a ll corners of T u rk m e n is ta n . 

At the sam e t im e ,  it indicates the a rriv a l o f  a m arket-oriented s y s te m  

and an e n tre p re n e u r ia l  culture, as none o f the shops and re ta il o u t le ts  

are co n tro lled  b y  the  state, and traders try  to  offer the best c o m p e ti t iv e
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p r ic e s  and services for th e i r  g o o d s . But if the t r a v e le r s  w ould visit the 

T u rk m e n  chaikhana  ( te a h o u s e ) ,  a local aksaka l (a  w h ite -b e ard e d  elder) 

w o u ld  probably tell th em  th a t  the  changes are n o t s o  profound, as the 

s ta te  still controls m ost o f  th e  econom ic a c tiv itie s  o u ts id e  this bazaar 

a n d  th e  sam e leaders h a v e  b e e n  in charge o f  the  p o s t-S o v ie t transition 

fo r  n ea rly  15 years.

T urkm enistan  entered in d ep en d e n ce  as a p o litic a lly  w eak state neigh ­

b o r in g  one of the m ost u n s ta b le  regimes in the w o r ld  — A fghanistan— 

a n d  h av ing  difficulties w i th  m any  of its p a r tn e rs , b o th  close and far 

a w a y . Turkmenistan w as s e r io u s ly  destabilized b y  e m e rg in g  interethnic 

te n s io n s , social d isco n ten t, an d  growing c o m p e titio n  w ith in  the ru ling 

e l i te .  T he economic a n a rc h y  and  erratic tran s itio n a l re fo rm s of the late 

S o v ie t  era  manifested th e m s e lv e s  in hyperinflation a n d  a  crisis in the re ­

ta il  secto r, in empty s h o p s ,  an d  in evaporating s a v in g s .  The Ashgabat 

p o lic y  makers had to a d d re s s  a long list o f the p re s s in g  issues in o rder 

to  b rin g  the country o u t o f  ch ao s  and to c o n so lid a te  the economy and 

th e  society .

E c o n o m i c  P o l i c i e s  a n d  E c o n o m i c  C h a n g e s

B y  1991 Turkm enistan w as  a m iddle-income d ev e lo p in g  country, if 

m easu red  by the m ajor e c o n o m ic  indicators. T he c o u n try  had a purchas ­

in g  pow er parity o f ab o u t U S $ 3 ,540 (GNP per c a p ita  o f  about U S$1,440 

[1 9 9 1 , UNDP est.]), fa irly  w ell ahead of Pakistan, Jo rd a n , and Indonesia. 

In  1991 Turkmenistan w a s  the  smallest country in C en tra l Asia by popu ­

la tio n , but it had the th ird  largest economy in th e  reg ion , behind only 

K azakhstan  and U zb ek istan . It w as the second la rg e s t producer of gas and 

a m o n g  the top five p ro d u c e rs  o f  oil in the U SSR  (1 9 9 1 , official est.). Its 

ag ricu ltu re  was dom inated  by the monoculture o f  c o tto n  (second largest 

p ro d u c e r of cotton in th e  reg io n , behind only U z b e k is ta n )—a situation 

th a t  created a serious en v iro n m en ta l problem in th e  lon g er run, but in the 

sh o r t  term  generated m u c h  needed hard currency re v e n u e . Although there 

w a s  a shortage of som e f o o d s t u f f s ,  Turkmenistan w a s  self-sufficient in its 

b a s ic  food dem ands. M o s t importantly, T u rk m en is tan  had a well- 

estab lished  social in frastru c tu re ; a solid ed u c a tio n a l system, including 

f re e  technical and te r tia ry  education; and a com prehensive welfare 

sch e m e , including a c cess ib le  healthcare and a so c ia l support network. Its 

com pulsory  primary a n d  secondary education c o v e re d  all population
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groups, both  m a le  an d  fem ale, and the l i te ra c y  rate was about 98  percen t. 

On the ev e  o f  in d ep en d en ce  m any lo c a l econom ists believed th a t the 

country m ig h t q u ic k ly  becom e a “ K u w a it o f  Central Asia" if  it w o u ld  sell 

its gas, o il, a n d  c o tto n  in the in te rn a tio n a l m arket at world p ric e s . They 

also believed  th a t  th e  country could be a b le  to  diversify its re la tiv e ly  nar ­

row m a n u fa c tu r in g  sec to r by re investing  th e  gas and oil revenue in  m od ­

ernizing its in d u s tr ie s .

From  the  f i r s t  d a y s  o f  independence P re s id e n t Saparmurat N iy a z o v ’s 

governm ent h a d  a  s tro n g  belief that it c o u ld  achieve a very q u ic k  eco ­

nomic tra n s i t io n  fro m  the ce n tra lized -co m m an d  and S o v ie t-d ep en d en t 

economy in to  a n  independent w ealthy  a n d  stab le  economy. T h e  g o v e rn ­

ment th e re fo re  re je c te d  the package o f  rad ica l structural re fo rm s  de ­

signed by th e  IM F  fo r transitional c o u n tr ie s  o f the former U S S R . T his 

package— a ls o  k n o w n  as the shock th e ra p y  approach—em p h asized  m ass 

and rapid p r iv a t iz a t io n ,  freeing all d o m e s tic  prices, liberalizing e x te rn a l 

trade, o p en in g  th e  coun try  to in terna tional investors, and p ro v id in g  som e 

other m e a su re s . N evertheless, the g o v e rn m e n t accepted in te rn a tio n a l 

consultations a n d  international e x p e rtise  in conducting re fo rm s  and 

changes in th e  a re a s  o f  finance and c u r re n c y  and on some o th e r issu es .

The T u rk m e n is ta n i  government d e c id e d  to  implement “g ra d u a l  e c o ­

nomic r e fo rm s ,”  m odify ing  the reform  a g e n d a s  and retaining s ta te  c o n ­

trol over th e  m a jo r  sectors of the n a tio n a l econom y. This a sp ira tio n  w as 

m anifested in  th e  governm ent p ro g ra m , “ 10 Yyl A b ad an ^y ly k ” (10  

Years o f P ro s p e r i ty ) ,  that was adop ted  in D ecem ber 1992. D u r in g  the 

initial stage  it a llo w e d  privatization in th e  housing  area, as w ell a s  in the 

small retail a n d  c a te rin g  sectors. In th e  ag ricu ltu ra l sector it e a s e d  sta te  

control o v e r  th e  production chain, a l lo w e d  individual fam ilies to  lease  

small p lo ts o f  la n d  for farming o u ts id e  ko lkh o zes  and s o v k h o z e s , and  

studied p la n s  f o r  reorganizing the S o v ie t-s ty le  collective fa rm s in to  e f ­

ficient a g r ic u ltu ra l  cooperatives.

The re fo rm s  in the industrial sector w e re  the special focus o f  th e  g o v ­

ernm ent. In  th i s  a rea  it persistently im p lem en ted  policies that re se m b le d  

the state-led  d ev e lo p m en t programs o f  m an y  Third World c o u n tr ie s  in 

the p o s tco lo n ia l e ra . policies associated w ith  the so-called Im p o rt S u b ­

stitution In d u s tria liza tio n  (ISI).The th eo re tic a l and ideological ju s t i f ic a ­

tion tor the IS I h as  been that a d evelop ing  country needs a s tro n g  in d u s ­

trial base in o rd e r  to achieve its real independence and to m in im iz e  the 

country s d e p e n d e n c e  on rich industrialized  neocolonial pow ers. V a rio u s
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c o u n tr ie s  in Africa and  A s ia  attem pted to im p le m e n t the ISI po licies in 

th e  1960s and 1970s by  co m b in in g  state p lan n in g  w ith  direct state co n ­

tro l over national e c o n o m ic  developm ent, re s o u rc e  allocation, export 

re v e n u e , and e x p o rt/im p o rt operations. M any T h ird  World countries 

fa ile d  in this approach, a lth o u g h  some e c o n o m is ts  believe that several 

so u th eas t Asian d e v e lo p in g  countries, notably M a la y s ia  and Indonesia, 

w e re  quite successful in th e  1990s in develop ing  th e ir  economies along 

th e  lines o f the ISI s c h e m e .19

A m ong  the first s te p s  o f  the T urkm enistani governm ent was the  

reestab lishm ent o f firm  s ta te  control over all in d u s tr ia l  and agricultural 

en te rp rises . This in c lu d e d  th e  takeover o f th o s e  en terp rises  that w ere 

p rev io u sly  under d ire c t M o sco w  control (the  s o -c a lle d  all-Union e n ­

te rp r ise s ) . These a c tio n s  w ere  intended to ro ll b a c k  the effects o f the 

ec o n o m ic  liberalization c o n d u c te d  by the G o rb ach ev -R y zh k o v  ad m in ­

is tra tio n  (the so -ca lled  kh o zra sc h e t  and d e c e n tra liz a tio n  of m anage ­

m e n t).20 The T u rk m e n is ta n i government a lso  im p o sed  state con tro l 

o v e r  the National B an k  a n d  o ther financial in s titu tio n s . Through v ari ­

o u s  protective m easu res  it a lso  attem pted to m in im iz e  the impact o f h y ­

p erin fla tion  that a f fe c te d  th e  so-called R ussian  ru b le  zone in 1992 an d  

1993 , as it continued th e  u se  o f  the Russian ru b le  as  the main cu rrency  

d u rin g  the first years o f  independence. The s w itc h  to the world p rices  

a n d  inflow of hard c u r re n c y  fo r gas and oil b ro u g h t  in substantial su m s 

to  the country 's c o ffe rs . G radually , the g o v e rn m e n t laid the ground fo r  

in troducing  its new  c u r re n c y , the manat, w h ich  w a s  officially launched  

in  N ovem ber 1993. T h is  ac tion  sparked a n o th e r  ro u n d  o f inflation, a l ­

th o u g h  at a much lo w e r  level than in 1 9 9 2 -1 9 9 3 . M acroeconom ic s ta ­

b iliz a tio n  became a v e ry  difficu lt task as it to o k  about five to seven  

y e a rs  before in flation  w a s  controlled and th e  ex ch an g e  rate for th e  

m a n a t  was stab ilized .

H owever, the e c o n o m ic  realities of the p o s t-S o v ie t  era proved to b e  

v e ry  different from  th e  govern m en t’s plans a n d  expectations. The c o l ­

lap se  o f  the trade a n d  technological links w ith  th e  former Soviet re ­

p u b lic s  and the f ra g m e n ta tio n  of regional a n d  supraregional tra n s ­

p o rta tio n  and c o m m u n ic a tio n  in fra s tru c tu re s , negatively  a ffec ted  

Turkm enistan . The m o s t  im portant issue w a s  th e  difficulty o f  tra n s ­

p o rtin g  T urkm enistan’s g a s  and oil to the in te rn a tio n a l market. The m a ­

j o r  existing routes c a m e  under Russian c o n tro l .  R ussia 's  G azprom , a  

g ia n t gas monopoly, e m e rg e d  as a major c o m p e t i to r  fo r T urkm enistan’s
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gas exp o rtin g  s e c to r ,  b ecau se  it had  its o w n  s tak e  in selling g a s  to  the 

w estern E u ro p e a n  m a rk e ts . It did a llo w  th e  ex p o rt of T urkm en g a s  to 

the C IS , but v e r y  o f te n  those states h ad  n o  h a rd  currency to p ay  fo r  the 

delivery and  h a d  l i tt le  to  offer in e x c h a n g e  excep t for som e o f  th e ir 

own p rod u c ts  in  b a r te r  arrangem ents.

A shgabat’s p l a n s  to  deliver its gas an d  o il  from  its territory to  th e  in ­

ternational m a rk e ts  w e re  fraught w ith a n e a r ly  a decade o f  d ip lo m a tic  

intrigues, in te rn a tio n a l  com petitions, an d  d is p u te s .  Officials in A sh g a b a t 

discussed n u m e ro u s  international p ip e lin e  projects, includ ing  such  

routes as T u rk m en is tan -Iran -P e rs ian  G u lf ,  T urkm enistan-Iran-T urkey , 

T u rkm en istan -A fghan istan -P ak istan , T u rk m en is tan -K azak h stan -R u ss ia - 

Europe, and e v e n  such  exotic pro jects a s  T urkm en istan -K azakhstan - 

China. Yet, n o n e  o f  the projects m a te r ia liz e d  during the first d e c a d e  o f 

independence, a s  th e y  proved to be too  c o s t ly  o r economically u n v ia b le , 

or were h a m p e re d  by  the security c o n c e rn s  and  disagreem ents a m o n g  

major po ten tia l p a r tn e rs .  In addition, in th e  19 9 0 s  the developm ent o f  the 

gas and oil re s e rv e s  on  the Caspian S ea w a s  significantly s low ed  d o w n  

by disputes a m o n g  littoral states over th e  C asp ian  seabed d e lim ita tio n  

and conflic ting  d e m a n d s  over some oil f ie ld s ,  including heated d isp u te s  

between T u rk m e n is ta n , Azerbaijan, and  I ra n . T he achievem ents in  th is 

area were v ery  m o d e s t ,  including a sm all g a s  pipeline to Iran, c o m p le te d  

in the 1990s, a n d  a n  electric power line to  T u rk e y  via Iran c o m p le te d  in 

the early 2 0 0 0 s.

Despite all th e s e  difficulties the gas a n d  o il export revenue w a s  q u ite  

substantial. T h e  g o v ern m en t chose to u se  th e  hard currency in f lo w  fo r 

restructuring i ts  in d u stria l enterprises, u p d a tin g  transportation a n d  c o m ­

munication in fra s tru c tu re s  and u n d ertak in g  large construction p ro je c ts ,  

especially in A s h g a b a t .  The main in ten tio n  w as  to rebuild fa c to rie s  an d  

plants and p u b l ic  an d  individual housing  a n d  public buildings th a t  h ad  

been n eg lec ted  fo r  nearly  a decade p r io r  to  independence. T h e  la rg e  

state-funded p ro je c ts  and efforts to q u ic k ly  restructure m an u fa c tu rin g  

did not save T u rk m e n is ta n  from a tran s itio n a l recession in m any se c to r s  

of the national e c o n o m y  throughout the 1 9 9 0 s.

The s itu a tio n  ch a n g ed  significantly o n ly  in the early 2000s, a s  the  

economy e x p e r ie n c e d  a sharp rebound b e tw e e n  2002 and 2005 d u e  to  

the co m b in a tio n  o t m any factors, in c lu d in g  the rising world p r ic e s  fo r  

oil and g as, a n d  Turkm enistan’s increasin g  gas and oil exports to  the  

eastern E u ro p e a n  and  CIS markets. A c co rd in g  to official s ta tis tic a l re ­
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p o r ts ,  the Turkm en istan! e c o n o m y  posted the h ig h e s t  grow th  in the C en ­

tra l A sian  region for th re e  y e a rs  in a row, a lth o u g h  it is not yet clear if  

th e  rebound  was fueled  b y  se rio u s  changes in th e  n a tio n a l economy or 

b y  th e  increasing ex p o rt o f  natural resources a t  th e  favorable w orld  

p r ic e s  then prevailing. S u s ta in ab le  econom ic d ev e lo p m e n t in T urk ­

m e n is ta n , as in all o th e r  C e n tra l  Asian repub lics, d e p e n d s  on its fu ture 

e c o n o m ic  policies, g o o d  govern an ce , including re d u c in g  red tape and 

c o rru p tio n , successful d e v e lo p m e n t of trade an d  o th e r  relations with its 

n e ig h b o rin g  countries, a n d  a positive inv estm en t c lim ate  that w ould 

fo s te r  regional and d o m e s t ic  stability.

P o l i t i c a l  C h a n g e s

T hroughout the 1990s T urkm enistan  was o n e  o f  the  area’s most cau ­

t io u s  reform ers, if not i ts  m o s t conservative. T h e  po litica l transition in 

p o st-S o v ie t T u rkm en istan  w as particularly c o m p le x ,  and it com bined 

co n tin u ity  from the S o v ie t  p as t with attempts to  in tro d u c e  institutions o f  

a  m o d em  independent s ta te .  A t the same tim e, to  g a in  more legitim acy 

th e  T urkm enistan  le a d e rs h ip  made an effort to  re v iv e  som e traditional 

in stitu tio n s of T urkm en  so c ie ty , including the  c o u n c ils  o f elders. all- 

T u rk m en  Kurultai (c o n g re s se s )  o f  represen ta tives, an d  some others.

Throughout the p as t 2 0  y ears  the leadership w a s  firm ly  in the hands 

o f  Saparm urat N iy azo v . H e  has totally d o m in a te d  T urkm enistan’s p o ­

l i tic a l arena since in d e p e n d e n c e  by playing th e  ro le o f benevolent 

le a d e r. Niyazov was a p p o in te d  as the first s e c re ta ry  o f  the C om m unist 

P a r ty  o f  the Turkm en S S R  in 1985, then the h ig h e s t  political position  

in  the republic. He w a s  e le c te d  to the newly e s ta b lis h e d  office o f  p re s ­

id e n t as the only c a n d id a te  in October 1990. In  th is  capacity he led h is 

c o u n try  to independence in 1991. Gradually h e  tran sfo rm ed  the old p o ­

l i tic a l system into th e  h ig h ly  authoritarian r e g im e  (som etim es called  a  

“ su ltan istic  regim e” ) in  w h ich  he accum ulated  en o rm u s  power.21 A c ­

co rd in g  to the 1992 c o n s titu tio n , the p re s id en t h as  a broad au thority  

th a t  includes the fo l lo w in g  powers: to enact th e  constitu tion  and law s 

a n d  to ensure their s t r ic t  execution; to m an ag e  th e  im plem entation o f  

fo re ig n  policy, re p re se n tin g  Turkm enistan in  re la tio n s  with fo re ign  

governm ents; to a p p o in t  and  recall am b assad o rs  an d  other d ip lom atic  

representa tives o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  in other c o u n tr ie s  and in intergovern ­

m en ta l and in te rn a tio n a l organizations, and to  accep t the creden tia ls
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a n d  o rd e r  the d ism issal o f  th e  diplom atic re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f foreign 

g o v e rn m e n ts ;  to subm it a n n u a l  rep o rts  about the s ta te  o f  the country to 

th e  P e o p le ’s Council an d  to  p ro v id e  inform ation a b o u t  the most im ­

p o r ta n t  dom estic and fo re ig n  p o lic y  issues; to p re s e n t  fo r review and 

a p p ro v a l  to the M ejlis (P a r l ia m e n t)  a governm ental b u d g e t  and a report 

o n  i ts  u tiliza tion ; and to  s ig n  la w s . The president a ls o  has the right to 

r e tu r n  law s to the M ejlis , w i th in  tw o  weeks from  th e i r  adoption  by the 

M e j l i s ,  w ith  his ob jections f o r  ad d itio n a l d iscussion  a n d  a second vote; 

to  s c h e d u le  referenda a p p ro v e d  by  the People’s C o u n c il  and  to convene 

th e  p a r lia m e n t ahead o f  s c h e d u le .  He also ap p o in ts  a n d  recalls, with 

p a r l ia m e n t’s prelim inary c o n s e n t ,  the chair o f  the S u p re m e  Court, the 

c h a i r  o f  the High C o m m erc ia l C o u r t ,  and the p ro c u ra to r  general; grants 

p a r d o n s  and am nesties; a n d  a d ju d ic a te s  other issu es re fe r re d  to her or 

h is  ju r is d ic t io n  by the c o n s t i tu t io n  and laws. In a d d i t io n  the president 

is th e  su p rem e com m ander o f  th e  arm ed forces.22

T h e  ru lin g  D em ocratic P a r ty  o f  Turkm enistan (D P T )  has been in ­

s t ru m e n ta l  in this d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  DPT orig inated  in  th e  C om m unist 

P a r ty  o f  Turkm en SSR ( C P T ) ,  w h ich  was in p o w er f o r  m o re  than 70 

y e a r s  d u rin g  the Soviet e ra .  In  D ecem b er 1991 the C P T  w as renamed 

th e  D em o c ra tic  Party o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  and its  c o n g re s s  elected 

S a p a rm u ra t  Niyazov as its  c h a irm a n . Although th e  D P T  experienced 

s o m e  d e c lin e  in its m e m b e rsh ip , it m anaged to s ta b il iz e  its size by the 

m id -1 9 9 0 s  and m aintain its  c e l l s  in all districts in th e  re p u b lic ,  in ma­

j o r  e n te rp r is e s  and m in is tr ie s .  D esp ite  the in s titu tio n a l continuity, 

th e re  h a v e  been significant c h a n g e s  in the T u rk m en is tan i governm ent 

a n d  in  th e  ru ling elite. T h e  p re s id e n t  has frequently  ro ta te d  members 

o f  h i s  adm inistrative and  p o l i t ic a l  entourage, r e g u la r ly  dism issing 

th o s e  w h o  show ed, in h is v ie w ,  incom petence o r d is lo y a lty .  By the 

e a r ly  2 0 0 0 s  most o f the re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f the S o v ie t-e ra  nomen ­

k la tu r a  had  left the g o v e rn m e n t and  state ad m in is tra tio n . T hey  were 

r e p la c e d  by representatives o f  th e  young generation o f  adm in istrato rs 

a n d  p o litic ia n s . For e x a m p le , th e  C abinet of M in iste rs  in  2003-2004  

h a d  m a n y  young m inisters, o f te n  in their thirties, re p re s e n tin g  the new 

c a d r e s ,  w ho  received their e d u c a t io n  and training a n d  g re w  up mainly 

in th e  p ost-S ov ie t en v iro n m e n t.

T h e  first Constitution o f  in d e p e n d e n t Turkm enistan w a s  introduced 

in M a y  1992 and it contained s o c ia l ,  political, and legal g u aran tees  sim ­

ila r to  th o se  o f  neighboring U z b e k is ta n  and K azakhstan.23 N evertheless,
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throughout th e  1990s and early 2 0 0 0 s  various international o rg a n iz a ­

tions and h u m a n  rights advocates re g u la r ly  com plained th a t  th e  g o v ­

ernment d id  n o t  h o n o r the main p ro v is io n s  and guarantees o f  th e  C o n ­

stitution. In a d d it io n , the g overnm en t in troduced  a s ig n ifican t n u m b e r  

of am en d m en ts  to  the existing c o n s ti tu tio n , including the e x te n s io n  o f  

President S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov in h is  o ff ic e  without e le c tio n s  in  1995 

and gran ting  h im  the status o f p re s id e n t fo r  life in 1999. In a n e w  round  

of co n stitu tio n a l am endm ents in A u g u s t  2003 he becam e c h a i r  o f  the 

Khalk M a s la h a ty  (P eople’s C ouncil).

The p o litic a l opposition  to the T u rk m e n is ta n  regime re m a in e d  very 

weak th ro u g h o u t the first decade o f  independence. T he in c u m b e n t 

leadership f i rm ly  dom inated the p o li t ic a l  scene in the rep u b lic  th ro u g h ­

out all th ese  y e a rs ,  decisively a c tin g  a g a in s t any o p p o sitio n  g ro u p s . 

The first p o li t ic a l  g ro u p —A g z y b ir lik — appeared in A sh g a b a t as  far 

back as 1989; h o w e v e r, it was b an n e d  a  few  months later. T h e  g o v e rn ­

ment did n o t a l lo w  the registration o f  a n y  o ther political o rg a n iz a t io n s  

or in d ep en d e n t m ed ia  outlets. T h u s ,  th e  Turkmen o p p o s it io n  w as 

largely d riv en  in to  ex ile  in several w a v e s .  Throughout the 1 9 9 0 s  m any  

influential in te lle c tu a ls  left the c o u n try  fo r Russia, S w ed en , N o rw a y , 

and som e o th e r  countries and fo rm ed  se v e ra l active o p p o s itio n  g ro u p s  

in exile. T h e  T urkm enistan! a u th o rit ie s  proh ib it their a c tiv it ie s  in the 

territory o f  th e  repub lic  and do not a l lo w  any opposition o r  in d e p e n ­

dent p u b lic a tio n s  to be distributed in T urkm enistan . T hese  h a r s h  ac ­

tions have le d  to  condem nations a n d  criticism  from h u m a n  rig h ts  

groups, the O rg a n iz a tio n  for S ecu rity  a n d  Cooperation in E u ro p e ,  and 

from som e W e s te rn  governm ents.24

In the m e a n t im e , the political c o m p e t i t io n  within the r e p u b lic  took  

a d ifferent f o r m . In the late Soviet e r a ,  v ario u s power g ro u p s  a n d  p a ­

tronage n e tw o rk s  (the so-called c la n s )  d o m in ated  the g o v e rn m e n t,  lo ­

cal a d m in is tra tio n , m inistries, and p a r ty  apparatus. They w e re  s ig n if ­

icantly w e a k e n e d  in the post-Soviet e r a  by  the profound e c o n o m ic  and 

political c h a n g e s ,  but retained c o n s id e ra b le  power behind th e  s c e n e s . 

President N iy a z o v 's  government a c te d  harsh ly  against an y  s ig n s  o f  

disloyalty , f r e q u e n tly  moving and d is m is s in g  cadres w ith in  a l l  lev e ls  

of the a d m in is tra tio n  and from v a r io u s  m inistries, in c lu d in g  p o w e r 

m inistries.

After n ea rly  15 years of independence, the political reg im e still re ­

mains strong. It k eeps a firm control o v e r  th e  political scene, and  m a in ta in s
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p o litic a l stability, although th e re  h a v e  been some signs o f  p o p u la r political 

d isc o n te n t. For example, this im a g e  o f  stability and o rd e r w a s  significantly 

sh a k e n  w hen  a group o f a rm e d  individuals attempted to  assassinate the 

P re s id e n t in Ashgabat in N o v e m b e r  2002. The assassination  attem pt failed 

and  m o s t  o f  the armed assassin s  w e re  arrested. The M in is try  for National 

S e c u r i ty ’s investigation led to  th e  arrest o f several p ro m in e n t opposition 

lead e rs  an d  campaigns against o p p o s itio n  groups in late 2 0 0 2  and in 2003. 

T h e  fo rm e r  foreign minister B o r is  Shikhmuradov was a c c u se d  o f  master­

m in d in g  the attempt. He w as b ro u g h t to trial along w ith  several other 

p o litic ia n s  and they were se n te n c e d  to lengthy terms in p r iso n .

N e w  N a t i o n a l i t y  P o l i c y  a n d  C u l t u r a l  C h a n g e s

T h e  conso lidation  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n ’s people into th e  T u rk m e n  nation 

has b e e n  the main ob jective  o f  th e  Turkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t. This 

w as  n o t  an  easy  task for s e v e ra l re a so n s . First, m any c u ltu ra l  and na­

t io n a l sy m b o ls  were in tro d u ce d  a n d  legitim ized d u rin g  th e  Soviet era 

bu t th e y  w ere  unfit for the  p o s t-S o v ie t developm ent. S econd ly , the 

p o p u la t io n  o f  Turkm enistan re m a in e d  multiethnic a f te r  1 9 9 1 , as about 

30  p e r c e n t  o f  the population b e lo n g e d  to various o th e r  e th n ic  groups. 

T h ird ly ,  the  Turkm ens th e m s e lv e s  m aintain strong t r ib a l  an d  regional 

id e n t i t ie s  and  there was a s t ro n g  sen se  o f com petition b e tw e e n  repre­

s e n ta t iv e s  o f  various groups. T o  o v e rco m e  the existing  p ro b le m s  Niya- 

zo v  in tro d u c e d  his national p o l ic y  that was represented  b y  the slogan: 

K h a lk , W atan, Beyik T u rk m e n b a sh y !  (People, F a th e rla n d , G rea t Turk- 

m e n b a s h y ! ) .

A m o n g  the first steps o f  th e  T urkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t w as the in­

t ro d u c tio n  o f  Turkmen sy m b o ls  an d  a greater em p h asis  o n  Turkmen 

id e n tity . A lready  in 1990 the  T urkm enistan! p arliam en t dec la red  the 

T u rk m e n  language as the s ta te  lan g u ag e  in the co u n try . S oon  it an­

n o u n c e d  the transition o f the T u rk m e n  language from th e  C y rillic  to the 

L a tin  a lp h a b e t, a change to be c o m p le te d  in several s tep s  b y  2000. Dur­

ing th e  f irs t h a lf of the 1990s in a n o th e r  highly sym bolic m o v e  the gov­

e rn m e n t b egan  changing the n a m e s  o f  the provinces, d is tr ic ts ,  cities, 

and  s t r e e ts  from  Russian to T u rk m e n  and from R ussian translitera tion  

to T u rk m e n . Thus, K ra sn o vo d sk  becam e Turkm enbashy, a n d  Tashauz 

b e c a m e  D a sh o g u z. In addition  th e re  were persistent e f fo r ts  to glorify 

the T u rk m e n  legendary h e ro e s  an d  important p e rso n a litie s  whose
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names ap p eared  in  schoo l tex tbooks a n d  w e re  given to streets a n d  p u b ­

lic projects. In  th e  early  2000s the g o v e rn m e n t went even f u r th e r  by 

changing the n a m e s  o f  the months an d  th e  d ays o f the w eek.

The new f la g , n ew  national an them , n a tio n a l currency, and o th e r  sy m ­

bols were a lso  in tro d u ce d  to replace th e  o ld  Soviet-era signs in o r d e r  to 

legitimize an d  g lo r ify  the independence o f  the country. T u rk m e n is ta n ’s 

leaders fu rther a ttem p ted  to invigorate th e  national ideology th ro u g h  an 

extraordinary s te p .  In 2001 President S ap a rm u ra t Niyazov p u b lis h e d  a 

book titled R u k h n a m a  that was d e c la re d  in Niyazov’s w o rd s a s  “ the 

source o f s p ir i t ,  c reek  o f inspiration a n d  w ealth  of grateful m e m o ry  o f  

our holy a n c e s to rs .” 25 The book’s five c h a p te rs  present N iy az o v ’s v iew s 

on Turkmen h is to ry , Turkmen s ta teh o o d , an d  the spiritual v a lu e s  o f  the 

nation. The R u k h n a m a  was introduced in to  all curricula in s c h o o ls  and  

universities th ro u g h o u t the country to b e  s tud ied  by young p e o p le .

In its e thnic p o lic y  the Turkm enistani governm ent adopted a v e ry  ca u ­

tious approach. B y  1991 the T urkm ens en jo y e d  the absolute m a jo r i ty  in 

their own c o u n try . (M eanwhile the s itu a tio n  w as different in n e ig h b o rin g  

Kazakhstan w h e re  the Kazakhs were th e  m inority  in their ow n co u n try .)  

Therefore th e re  w a s  no heated debate a b o u t  the status of ethnic m in o ritie s  

in T urkm enistan . In the early 1990s, the  Turkmenistan! p a r lia m e n t 

granted c itiz en sh ip  to all people in its te rr ito ry  and became the o n ly  c o u n ­

try in the C e n tra l A sian  region to grant d u a l  citizenship to ethnic R u ss ia n s  

and to R ussian m ilita ry  personnel and th e i r  fam ilies.26 Initially th e  e th n ic  

minorities re ta in e d  education in their o w n  native language (e .g ., R u ss ia n , 

Uzbek, etc.), a s  it w as arranged d uring  th e  Soviet era, but g ra d u a lly  the 

government re q u ire d  switching to the T u rk m e n  language in b o th  sch o o ls  

and un iversities. In response, most o f  th e  Russian-speaking p o p u la tio n  

began e m ig ra tin g  from  Turkm enistan. T h e re  are no official s ta tis tic s  

available, but v a r io u s  indirect estim ates  pu t the numbers a n y w h e re  be ­

tween 2.000 a n d  10,000 people a year.

In ad d itio n , th e  Turkm enistani g o v e rn m e n t emphasized a c o n c e p t  o f  

khalk (p eo p le , n a tio n ) to promote the  u n ity  o f  all Turkm ens, r e g a rd le s s  

o f their tribal a f filia tio n  or identity. In th e  cadre policy there w a s  an  a t ­

tempt to w ip e  o u t  the patronage n e tw o rk  and  to establish a b a la n c e  b e ­

tween re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f different re g io n s  and districts o f th e  c o u n try . 

Yet it p roved to  be the most difficult ta s k ,  since at this tim e o f  s ig n if i ­

cant e c o n o m ic , p o litica l, and social c h a n g e s ,  the communal a n d  tribal 

identities re c e iv e d  a strong boost.

I
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S O C I A L  C H A N G E S

E c o n o m ic  changes, a tra n s itio n a l recess io n , and new  p o s t-S o v ie t reali­

ties s ig n if ic a n tly  altered the s o c ia l  developm ent in T u rk m e n is ta n  and 

led to  a d ju s tm e n ts  in the g o v e r n m e n t’s social po licies. T h e  social wel­

fa re  a n d  h ea lthcare  system s a n d  free  education, in h e rited  from  the So­

v iet e r a ,  b ecam e unsustainab le in  th e  absence o f large  so c ia l transfers 

and s m a l le r  governm ent r e v e n u e s .  In addition there w a s  a  need  to ad­

d re ss  s u c h  issues as the rap id ly  g ro w in g  population, c h a n g in g  demands 

in th e  la b o r  m arket, and the m o b i l i ty  o f  the population. T h e  government 

a t te m p te d  to  stream line its so c ia l  ch a n g es  by reform ing its  w elfare and 

m ig ra t io n  p o lic ies, and at the s a m e  tim e it established s o m e  features of 

a p a te rn a lis t ic  state.

T h e  e c o n o m ic  recession a n d  th e  changes in the e c o n o m ic  environ ­

m en t c re a te d  new  opportunities f o r  som e social g ro u p s w h ile  it posed 

c h a lle n g e s  fo r others. T h ro u g h o u t th e  1990s there w ere g ro w in g  dispar­

ities in  liv in g  standards, both h o riz o n ta l  (regional) and v e r tic a l  (between 

v a r io u s  g ro u p s). In a trend fa m il ia r  in many developing a n d  transitional 

c o u n tr ie s ,  m ost o f the in v es tm en ts  and  businesses b e c a m e  concentrated 

in a fe w  u rb an  areas, such as A s h g a b a t ,  Turkmenbashy, a n d  som e others. 

S o m e p e o p le  m ade fortunes th ro u g h  various lucrative d e a ls ,  successful 

p riv a tiz a tio n  o f  state p roperties, a n d  num erous other tra n sa c tio n s . M ean­

w h ile , o th e r  regions, especially  sm a ll  rural towns and v il la g e s  in central 

and n o r th e rn  Turkm enistan, e x p e rie n c e d  economic d e p r iv a tio n . This 

d e p r iv a tio n  becam e particularly h a rsh  as people began ex p e rien c in g  the 

n e g a tiv e  im pact o f environm ental ch an g es , especially th e  h a rm fu l effect 

o f  th e  d isap p earan ce  of the A ral S e a ,  the salinization o f  m u c h  arable land 

and c o n se q u e n t decline in soil p ro d u c tiv ity , and the d ese rtif ic a tio n  and 

a d v a n c e  o f  the sand of the G a ra g u m  Desert. Thus m an y  p eo p le , espe­

c ia lly  in  ru ra l areas, lost their jo b s  an d  were forced to tu rn  to  subsistence 

a g r ic u ltu re  as Kolkhozes and S o v k h o z e s  were downsized o r  reorganized. 

A lth o u g h  there are no official f ig u re s  available, experts e s tim a te  that the 

u n e m p lo y m e n t and u n d erem ploym en t rates could range b e tw e e n  10 and 

20 p e r c e n t  o f  the working p o p u la tio n . The lack o f em p lo y m e n t opportu ­

n ities b e c a m e  especially p e rv as iv e  am ong  young people, w h o  constitute 

ab o u t h a l f  o f  the population.

M a s s  p overty  developed in T urkm en istan  hand in h a n d  w ith eco ­

n o m ic  re c e ss io n . As in all o th e r C e n tra l  Asian republics, u nem ploym en t
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and u n d erem p lo y m en t particularly a f fe c te d  those groups o f  th e  p o p u la ­

tion that w ere w o rk in g  in science, e d u c a t io n ,  the healthcare s y s te m s , 

and in som e o th e r  a reas .27 A nother im p o r ta n t  consequence o f  th e  p o st- 

Soviet d e v e lo p m e n t w as the end o f  th e  Sov iet-era quota s y s te m  fo r 

women in the p u b l ic  sector, in the a d m in is tra tio n  and the w o rk fo rc e .  

Yet, the g o v e rn m e n t refused to in tro d u ce  b ro a d e r economic re fo rm s  and  

further lib e ra liz a tio n  o f  economy; in s te a d  it introduced so m e u n c o n ­

ventional p o l ic ie s ,  such  as prov iding th e  general population w i th  free 

water, e lec tr ic ity , an d  gas.

According to  th e  W orld Bank, a b o u t  5 8  percent o f the p o p u la t io n  

lived below  th e  pov erty  line (2003 , W o rld  Bank est.), a l th o u g h  th is 

number w as lo w e r  than in the m id -1 9 9 0 s . F or several years in  a  row  

Turkm enistan’s ra n k in g  in the U N D P -d es ig n ed  Human D e v e lo p m e n t 

Index stead ily  d e c lin e d , as T u rk m en istan  m oved  from 31st p o s i t io n  in 

1991 to 100th p o s itio n  in 1998 (o u t o f  174 states), a lth o u g h  it  had 

moved up to 8 6 th  position by 2004.

T u rk m e n is ta n 's  F u tu r e

President S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov d e c la re d  the 21st century a s  A lty n  

A syr— the g o ld e n  cen tury  of T u rk m en is tan . In 1999 the T u rk m en is tan ! 

leadership p u b lic ly  presented and a d o p te d  its national “S tra te g y  for 

Social-E conom ic C hanges in T u rk m en is tan  until 2010.” In th is p ro g ra m  

the g o v ern m en t p lan n ed  significant im p ro v em en ts  in living s ta n d a rd s  

and ach ie v em en t o f  the level o f d e v e lo p m e n t seen in the fo rm e r  c o m ­

munist E aste rn  E u ro p ean  countries. P re s id e n t  Niyazov also e n v is io n e d  

a significant r a p id  economic grow th o f  all major sectors o f  n a tio n a l 

economy, e s p e c ia l ly  in oil and gas e x tra c t in g  sectors, m a n u fa c tu r in g  

and ag ricu ltu re  — all financed by the  g o v e rn m e n t’s revenue f r o m  the 

sale o f its n a tu ra l resources in in te rn a tio n a l m arkets and p o te n tia lly  also  

by in ternational investo rs.

On the s u r fa c e  it looks as the c o u n try  is  led by strong le a d e rs  a n d  a 

capable g o v e rn m e n t that is able to m a in ta in  law and order a n d  to  d e ­

liver p ro sp e rity  an d  stability. T his le a d e rs h ip  has been e n g a g e d  in  the 

system atic p ro c e s s  o f  consolidating th e  fo rm erly  weak n a tio n a l id e n ­

tity o f w hat o n e  lo ca l scholar ca lled  a  “ n a tio n  o f tribes’ _s in to  a  s tro n g  

national id e n t i ty  o f  the m odem  in d e p e n d e n t state. T h is  p ro c e s s  

included the  d eco n stru c tio n  o f the S o v ie t  identities and th e  S o v ie t
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in s t i tu t io n s  th a t had been e n f o rc in g  th e  ideo logy and c o n c e p t  o f  sovet- 

sk ii n a r o d  [so v ie t nation]. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t also sy s te m a tic a l ly  spon­

so red  d e v e lo p m e n t  and s t re n g th e n in g  o f  the national a n d  nationalist 

s y m b o ls ,  su c h  as the re n am in g  o f  a ll m ajor cities, to w n s ,  and  streets, 

p ro m o t in g  T u rk m en  sym bo ls a n d  T u rk m e n  h istorical a n d  cu ltu ra l per­

s o n a l i t ie s ,  a n d  m oving to w ard  e s ta b lis h in g  the T u rk m e n  language as 

the s o le  la n g u a g e  o f e d u c a tio n , ad m in is tra tio n , and m e d ia .  T he gov­

e rn m e n t r ig o ro u s ly  defends th e  n a tio n a l  interest by m e tic u lo u s ly  ne­

g o t ia t in g  a ll g as  and oil c o n tra c ts  a n d  investing re v en u es  b a c k  into the 

n a tio n a l e c o n o m y , into s u p p o r t in g  generous social w e lf a r e  system , 

and in to  ra is in g  the living s ta n d a r d s  o f  the general p o p u la t io n .

T h e  c a re fu l  analysis o f the d e v e lo p m e n t in this co u n try , how ever, re­

veals a  m o re  com plex p icture . T h e  prom otion o f the n a tio n a l symbols 

and s tre n g th e n in g  of the national id e n titie s  come with a p r ic e ,  as the gov­

e rn m en t im p o ses  a single p arty  sy s te m  and suppresses th e  opposition 

vo ices a n d  independent m edia. F o r  y ea rs  international o rg a n iz a tio n s  and 

hum an r ig h ts  advocates have c o n d e m n e d  this regime fo r  re je c tin g  criti­

cism  o f  i ts  po lic ies and for not a llo w in g  freedom of s p e e c h , freedom  of 

a s so c ia tio n , o r freedom o f re lig io u s  p ractice. In turn, the a b s e n c e  o f  dia­

logue o n  a n d  progress in d e m o c ra tiz a tio n  in Turkm enistan h a s  led to po­

litical iso la tio n  o f  the incum bent g o v ern m en t in the in te rn a tio n a l arena 

th ro u g h o u t the 1990s and into th e  e a r ly  2000s. Until 2 0 0 4  T urkm enistan  

re m a in ed  th e  only  country in th e  C e n tra l Asian region th a t  requ ired  its 

c itizen s to  app ly  for exit visas (g o v e rn m e n t permits) to tra v e l  overseas, 

in c lu d in g  trave l related to e d u c a tio n  and international s c h o la r ly  confer ­

ences. F re e d o m  House regularly  ra te d  Turkmenistan a m o n g  th e  10 least 

d e m o c ra tiz e d  countries in the w o r ld .

T h e re  a re  m any questions a b o u t  the sustainability o f  th e  current 

path  o f  e c o n o m ic  developm ent in  T urkm enistan . It is t ru e  th a t during 

the f ir s t  15 y ea rs  o f in d ep en d en ce  th e  country has c h a n g e d  a lot. The 

g o v e rn m e n t invests large sum s in to  th e  developm ent o f  in fra s tru c tu re , 

in c lu d in g  transporta tion  and co m m u n ic a tio n s , into the c r e a t io n  o f  new 

e n te rp r is e s ,  in to  m odernizing e x is t in g  factories and b u i ld in g  large 

p re s tig e  p ro je c ts , such as to u ris t  a ttrac tio n s  in the c o u n try ,  housing 

and p u b ic  b u ild in g s in A shgabat a n d  in many other c it ie s . H o w e v e r, it 

is no t c l e a r  if  those projects are  e v a lu a te d  for econom ic f e a s ib il i ty  and 

if th e y  a r e  econom ically  v iab le  a t  th e  current stage o f  e c o n o m ic  de ­
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velopment. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t, its a g e n c ie s ,  s ta te-con tro lled  a n d  s ta te -  

connected e n te rp r is e s  m anage m ost o f  th e  p ro jec ts  and there  a r e  a  lo t 

o f questions a b o u t  th e  efficiency o f  th a t  m an ag em en t, as p r iv a te  in i ­

tiative and p r iv a te  en trep reneursh ip  a re  s e v e re ly  restric ted. T h e r e  a re  

also questions a b o u t  th e  public a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  o f  the g o v e rn m e n t a n d  

its ministers.

In the social a r e n a  Turkm enistan has a l s o  generated m ixed r e s u l t s .  It 

managed to s lo w  d o w n  and gradually re v e r s e  the declining so c ia l c o n ­

ditions in the c o u n try . In this regard T u rk m e n is ta n ! citizens e n jo y  r e la ­

tively higher l iv in g  standards than th o s e  o f  o ther Central A s ia n  re ­

publics, such a s  K yrgyzstan, T a jik is ta n , o r  Uzbekistan. H o w e v e r ,  

poverty is still w id e sp re a d  and affects a  sign ifican t proportion  o f  the  

population. T h e re  a re  indicators that w o m e n  and  children are n e g a tiv e ly  

affected by the e c o n o m ic  and social c h a n g e s ,  despite all p a te rn a lis tic  

actions o f the g o v e rn m e n t. There are a ls o  ind icato rs that the q u a l i ty  o f  

education and tech n o lo g ica l skills are in  sh a rp  decline, as the g o v e r n ­

ment s ig n ifican tly  low ered  the ed u c a tio n a l standards, reduced d u ra t io n  

o f school e d u c a tio n  to nine years, and  s ig n if ic a n tly  reduced the a n n u a l  

intakes o f  s tu d e n ts  to  the Turkm enistan! u n iv ers itie s  and tertiary  e d u c a ­

tion institu tions.

There are a ls o  co n cern s  about the lo n g - te rm  environm ental e f f e c t  o f  

extensive e x p lo ita tio n  o f  the natural re s o u rc e s  in T u rkm en istan . F o r 

decades the S o v ie t  authorities and then  th e  governm ent o f in d e p e n d e n t 

Turkm enistan n a r ro w ly  oriented its a g r ic u ltu re  toward m o n o c u ltu re  o f  

cotton. This led  to  overexploitation o f  a r a b le  land and scarce w a te r  re ­

serves, in c re as in g  environm ental p o llu tio n , especially by very h a rm fu l 

pesticides, and  in c re ased  the threat o f  sa lin iz a tio n  and soil d e g ra d a tio n . 

The increasing ex tra c tio n  of oil in so m e  p a r ts  o f  Turkmenistan w ith o u t 

adequate e n v iro n m e n ta l protection m e a s u re s  m ight also pose a th re a t  o f  

contam ination o f  w a te r and land re so u rc e s  and  bring serious c h a lle n g e s  

in future.

Overall, th e  post-S ovie t d ev e lo p m en t o f  Turkm enistan p ro d u c e d  

more questions th a n  answers. The c o u n ty  is  still in the transitional s tag e  

and needs m a n y  m o re  changes and re fo rm s  in order to achieve s u s ta in ­

able eco n o m ic , p o litic a l, and social d ev e lo p m e n t. Without fu r th e r  im ­

provement th e  fu tu re  o f  Turkm enistan is  still uncertain and o p e n  to  all 

sorts o f c a la m itie s .
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N O T E S

1. T h e r e  a re  so m e d is c re p a n c ie s  in  d a ta  p rov ided  by v a r i o u s  so u rc e s . For 

c o n s i s te n c y ,  I u s e d  the C IA  d a ta  f r o m  th e  C IA — World F a c tb o o k  ( 2 0 0 4 ,  on line). 

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  issue o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta  in T u rk m e n is ta n  s e e  th e  “ S tatisti ­

ca l D a ta ”  s e c t io n  in  the R e a d e r ’s  N o t e .

2 . In  th e  p a s t ,  sem ip asto ra l T u r k m e n  tr ib e s  also u ti l iz e d  t h e  w as te la n d  of 

th e  G a r a g u m s ,  b u t m ost o f  th e  G a r a g u m s  c a n n o t be e x p lo i te d  f o r  p a s tu re  in a 

la rg e  in t e n s i v e  s c a le  w ithou t a d d i t io n a l  ir r ig a tio n .

3 . A c c o r d in g  to  the CIA W o rld  F a c tb o o k , the p o p u la tio n  o f  T u rk m en is tan  

w a s  e s t i m a t e d  a t abou t 4 .7 7 5  m i l l io n  in  J u ly  2003.

4 .  T h e r e  a re  s ign ifican t d i s p a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  the o ffic ia l T u rk m e n is ta n !  eco ­

n o m ic  s t a t i s t i c s  an d  data  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  in ternational o r g a n iz a t i o n s .  F o r this 

s e c t io n  I c h o s e  th e  data  from  th e  E u r o p e a n  B ank for R e c o n s tr u c t io n  and  De­

v e lo p m e n t  a n d  th e  W orld B a n k . S e e  E u ro p e a n  Bank fo r R e c o n s tr u c t io n  and 

D e v e lo p m e n t ,  Stra tegy fo r  T u r k m e n is ta n  (A sh g a b a t-L o n d o n : E u r o p e a n  Bank 

fo r R e c o n s t r u c t io n  and D e v e lo p m e n t ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,  and o ther s o u r c e s .

5 . T ra d i t io n a l ly ,  eastern  T u r k i s ta n  is  d e fin ed  as the te r r i t o r y  th a t is now 

X in g j ia n  p r o v in c e  o f  C hina an d  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  R ussian so u th  S ib e r i a  a n d  Altai; 

w e s te rn  T u rk is ta n  is defined  as th e  te r r i t o r y  occupied  no w  b y  th e  f iv e  C entral 

A s ia n  r e p u b l i c s — K azak h stan , K y r g y z s t a n ,  T ajik is tan , T u r k m e n i s t a n ,  and 

U z b e k is t a n .

6 . A n th ro p o lo g ic a l ly  m ost T u r k m e n s  a re  quite d iffe ren t f r o m  n e ig h b o rin g  

K a z a k h s  o r  U z b e k s . M any T u rk m e n  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  a rg u e  th a t  th i s  m ig h t be 

e v id e n c e  th a t  th e  local in d ig e n o u s  p o p u la t io n  o f  K horasan  p l a y e d  a  g re a t role 

in th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  the T u rk m en  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  features.

7 . O c h e r k i  is torii K om partii T u r k m e n i s t a n  (E ssays o n  th e  H is to ry  o f  the 

C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  o f  T u rk m en is tan ] (A s h g a b a t ,  1965), 4 8 - 4 9 .

8 . N a r o d n o ie  khoziaistvo SSR , 1 9 2 2 - 1 9 7 2  |T he N a tio n a l E c o n o m y  o f  the 

U S S R , 1 9 2 2 - 1 9 7 2 ]  (M oscow : S t a t i s t i k a ,  1972), 669.

9 .  T h e  Z a c a sp ia n  oblast e x c lu d e d  s o m e  eastern  and  n o r th e a s te r n  d istric ts 

p o p u la te d  b y  T u rk m en s . T h ese  d i s t r i c t s  w e re  under the ju r is d ic t io n  o f  th e  K hiva 

K h a n a te  a n d  B u k h a ra  E m ira te .

10 . T u rk m e n s k a ia  Sovetskai S o ts ia lis tic h e sk a ia  R espub lika . E n ts ik lo p e d ia  

[T u rk m e n  S o v ie t  Socialist R e p u b l i c .  E ncy c lo p ed ia ] ( A s h g a b a t :  G lav n a ia  

R e d a k ts ia  T u rk m e n s k o i S o v e tsk o i E n ts ik lo p e d i i ,  1984), 103.

11. F o r  a  h is to rica l acco u n t o f  t h i s  p e r io d  see O cherki i s t o r i i  K om partii 

T u r k m e n i s t a n  [E ssays on  the  H i s t o r y  o f  the C o m m u n ist P a r t y  o f  T u rk ­

m e n is ta n ]  (A s h g a b a t ,  1965). 8 1 - 1 0 4 .

12 . P o l i t i c a l  an d  m ilitary d e v e lo p m e n t  underm ined  the s e c u r i ty  o f  th e  Iran- 

T u r k m e n is ta n  a n d  A fg h a n is ta n -T u rk m e n is ta n  borders fo r d e c a d e s .  In  fa c t, the
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anti-B olshev ik  f o r c e s  e s c a p e d  to Iran fro m  C e n t r a l  A s ia  in 1 9 2 0 -1 9 2 1  a n d  e s ­

tablished th e ir  b a s e s  in  n o rth ern  Iran  a c t iv e ly  s u p p o r t in g  the B a s m a c h y  in c u r ­

sions into the T u r k m e n i s t a n  territory. In r e s p o n s e ,  th e  Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  s o u g h t  

to establish th e i r  in f lu e n c e  in northern  I r a n  in  th e  1920s and th en  a f t e r  W o r ld  

W ar II (S o v ie t t r o o p s  e n te r e d  northern Iran  t o  c o u n te r  the  Nazi in f lu e n c e  in  I r a n  

during the w a r) . In  1 9 4 5  th e  K rem lin  s u p p o r t e d  th e  T udeh P a r ty - le d  u p r i s in g  

in the K u rd ish  a r e a  w ith  the cen te r o f  T a b r i z ,  a n d  e s tab lish m en t o f  a n  a u ­

tonom ous R e p u b l ic  o f  A zerbaijan  in I r a n . H o w e v e r ,  under B ritish  a n d  U .S . 

pressure the  S o v ie t  t r o o p s  w ere fo rced  to  w i th d r a w  and the T u d e h  P a r t y  w a s  

outlaw ed.

13. T h e  f i g u r e  a l s o  in c lu d e s  th e  s o - c a l l e d  c a n d id a te s  to  th e  C o m m u n i s t  

Party  m e m b e r s h ip .  S e e :  T u r k m e n s k a i a  S o v e t s k a i  S o t s i a l i s t i c h e s k a i a  R e s p u b -  

l ik a :  E n t s i k l o p e d i a  [T u rk m en  S o v ie t S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic : E n c y c lo p e d i a ]  

(A sh g ab a t: G l a v n a i a  R e d a k ts ia  T u r k m e n s k o i  S o v e tsk o i E n t s i k l o p e d i i ,  

1984), 165.

14. T h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t in T u r k m e n is ta n  betw een  1988 a n d  1 9 9 1  w a s  

very c o m p le x , a s  v a r io u s  groups w ith in  t h e  s o c ie ty  w ere lo ck ed  in  a  b i t te r  

struggle fo r  p o w e r  a n d  po litica l and e c o n o m ic  in f lu e n c e s  and in a  s t r u g g l e  w ith  

the pow erfu l c e n t r a l  S o v ie t governm en t. F o r  d e ta i l s  see: John A n d e r s o n ,  I n t e r ­

n a t io n a l  P o l i t i c s  o f  C e n t r a l  A s ia  ( M a n c h e s te r :  M an ch es te r U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  

1997), and  s o m e  o th e r s .  F o r m ore p u b l ic a t io n s  s e e  th e  b ib lio g rap h y  s e c t i o n  o f  

this book.

15. T u r k m e n s k a i c i  S o v e t s k a i  S o t s i a l i s t i c h e s k a i a  R e s p u b l i k a .  E n t s i k l o p e d i a .  

Ib id., 124.

16. T h e se  f i g u r e s  d o  not necessarily  p r e s e n t  a n  adequate p ic tu re  o f  th e  in ­

dustrial p ro d u c t io n  in  T urkm en istan , d u e  t o  a  p e c u lia r  o w nersh ip  o f  t h e  in d u s ­

trial e n te rp r is e s .  S o m e  en terp rises w ere  u n d e r  th e  T urkm en istan i g o v e r n m e n t  

ju risd ic tio n ; h o w e v e r ,  so m e  stra teg ica lly  im p o r t a n t  en te rp rises , su c h  a s  m i l i ta r y  

plants, e tc ., w e r e  u n d e r  central g o v e rn m e n t ju r is d ic tio n  and th e ir  p r o d u c t io n  

w as o ften  n o t s h o w n  o n  the local s ta tis tic a l d a ta .

17. A . K h a z a n o v ,  A f t e r  th e  U S S R :  E t h n i c i t y ,  N a t io n a l i s m ,  a n d  P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  ( M a d is o n :  U niversity  o f  W is c o n s in  

Press, 1 9 9 5 ), 1 2 .

18. N a r o d n o i e  K h o z i a i s t v o  S S S R  v 1 9 8 9  g o d u  [N ational E c o n o m y  o f  th e  

U SSR] (M o s c o w : F iS ,  1989).

19. F o r a  d e t a i l e d  d iscussion  o f  the ro le  o f  s ta te  in terven tion  in e c o n o m i c  d e ­

v e lopm ent s e e  W o r ld  B ank . T h e  E a s t  A s i a n  M i r a c l e :  E c o n o m ic  G r o w t h  a n d  

P u b l i c  P o l i c y  ( W o r l d  B a n k  P o lic y  R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t s ) (W ashington D .C . :  W o rld  

B ank, 1996).

2 0 . In th e  la te  S o v ie t era ,I ' v  ' v i r i ^ n r ^ K  s u b ­

stan tially  l ib e r a l iz e d  its  conti
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g iv in g  s ig n if ic a n t  freedom s to  th e  w o r k e r s ’ co llectives and  d i r e c to r s  o f  the enter­

p r is e s .  B u t  it re ta in ed  the sam e  f o r m s  o f  c o n tro l  through the s o - c a l le d  sta te  orders. 

F o r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  political c h a n g e s  in  th e  la te  Sov iet e ra , s e e  D a v id  L a n e , Soviet 

S o c ie ty  U n d e r  Perestroika (L o n d o n : R o u tle d g e , 1992), 2 3 - 5 2 .

2 1 .  S e e .  lo r  e la b o ra tio n . H . E .  C h e l a b i  an d  Juan J. L in z , S u l ta n i s t i c  Regimes  

( B a l t im o r e :  J o h n  H opkins U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1998).

2 2 .  S e e  s e c tio n s  on the  p r e s id e n t  a n d  h is pow ers in th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  o f  

T u r k m e n i s t a n  (A sh g ab a t, an y  e d i t i o n ) .

2 3 .  A d r ia n  K ara tn y ck y  e t a l . ,  “ T u rk m e n is ta n ."  in N a tio n s  in  Transit: D e ­

m o c r a t iz a t io n  in East C en tra l E u r o p e  a n d  Eurasia (N e w  Y o rk : Freedom  

H o u s e ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  6 0 0 -6 0 4 .

2 4 .  F o r  c r i t ic is m  ol the r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  th e  m edia, N G O s , r e l i g i o u s ,  and po ­

l i t ic a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  see K a ra tn y c k y ,  A d r ia n .  “T u rk m e n is ta n ,”  5 9 4 - 6 0 4 .

2 5 .  S a p a r m u r a t  T u rk m e n b a sh y . R u k h n a m a  (A shgabat, 2 0 0 2 ) ,  22 .

2 6 .  T u rk m e n is ta n  unilaterally  a n n u l l e d  th e  dual citizensh ip  a g re e m e n t  in 2003.

2 7 .  F o r  e x a m p le , the n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  em ployed in s c i e n c e  a n d  research 

s e r v ic e s  d r o p p e d  from  13,700 in  1 9 9 1  to  5 ,2 0 0  in 1998; c r e d i t i n g ,  f in a n c e , and 

o th e r  r e l a t e d  se rv ic e s  d ropped  f r o m  3 2 ,1 0 0  in 1991 to  2 8 ,8 0 0  in  1 9 9 8 . See In ­

te r s ta te  S ta t is t i c a l  C om m ittee  o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s , 10 

y e a rs  o f  C o m m onw ea lth  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta tes  (1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 0 )  (M o s c o w : Stat- 

c o m m i t te e  o f  th e  C IS , 20 0 1 ), 6 0 7 .

2 8 . P h r a s e  c o in e d  by Dr. S h o k h ra t  K a d y ro v  in his book  N a ts ia  P ie m e n  [N a ­

tio n  o f  T r ib e s ]  (N orw ay : B e rg e n , 2 0 0 2 ) .



The D ict io n a r y

-  A  -

A C A D E M I C I A N  ( a l s o  akadem ik). T h e  h ig h est academic r a n k  in 

Turkmenistan g iv e n  to a scholar o r  a  d is tin g u ish ed  research er in  a 

field. A c ad em ic ian s  are selected from  e m in e n t  scholars n o m in a te d  by  

universities o r  re se a rc h  institutions to  b e c o m e  corresponding m e m ­

bers or full m e m b e rs  o f  the A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n .  

Traditionally d u r in g  the Soviet e ra , to  q u a lify  for the rank, a  c a n d i ­

date had to p o s s e s s  a D o c t o r  o f  S c i e n c e s  d egree , make a re c o g n iz e d  

scientific d is c o v e ry  o r contribution in th e  field , and have s ig n if ic a n t  

publications.

A C A D E M Y  O F  S C I E N C E S  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N . The f i r s t  a t ­

tempts to e s ta b lis h  m odem  research c e n te r s  and research fa c i l it ie s  in 

Turkm enistan w e re  made in the la te  19 th  and early 20th c e n tu r ie s ,  

when R ussian  sc h o la rs  organized se v e ra l expeditions to the T u rk m e n  

territory to s tu d y  its history, geology, n a tu ra l resources, and f lo ra  an d  

fauna. For e x a m p le ,  in 1892-1893 a  sm all botanical s ta tio n  w as  

opened in A s h g a b a t  and in 1 914a m eteo ro lo g ica l station w as e s ta b ­

lished. At th e  s a m e  tim e several e th n ic  T u r k m e n s  were sent to  S a in t 

Petersburg a n d  M oscow  and to o th e r  institu tions to study s c ie n c e s  

and conduct re se a rc h . For a decade a f te r  the Bolshevik R e v o lu tio n  o f  

1917 m ost o f  th e  academic studies w e re  closed  due to the c iv il  w a r, 

political in s ta b ility , economic ch ao s , a n d  extrem ely lim ited fu n d in g  

for fu n d am en ta l research in T u rk m en is tan . However, in th e  m id - 

1920s the S o v ie t  authorities began to  w ork  system atically to w a rd  

establishing m o d e rn  research fa c ilitie s  in the country. T he S o v ie t 

governm ent es tab lish ed  the In s titu te  o f  Turkmenistan C u ltu re

1
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1 9 2 8 , th e  Turkm en istan C o m m is s io n  o f the A c ad em y  o f  Sciences of 

th e  U n io n  o f  Soviet S o c ia lis t R ep u b lic s  (U SSR) in 1 9 2 9 , a botanical 

g a r d e n  in 1930, etc. In 1941 th e  A cadem y o f  S c ie n c e s  o f  the USSR 

e s ta b l is h e d  its branch in A s h g a b a t ,  utilizing ex is tin g  re search  facili­

t ie s  o f  th e  republic.

In  1951 the Turkmen B ra n c h  o f  the Academ y o f  S c ien ce s  of the 

U S S R  w as  reorganized and  th e  A cad em y  of Sciences o f  the T tirk m e n  

S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l ic  w a s  estab lished . It co n s is ted  o f  several re­

s e a rc h  institu tes that c o v e re d  geology, botany, c h e m is try , water 

r e s o u rc e s  and  energy, z o o lo g y , m ed icine , history, an d  T u r k m e n  la n ­

g u a g e  an d  literature. G ra d u a lly , th e  Academy o f  S c ie n c e s  becam e the 

m o s t im p o rtan t research in s t i tu t io n  in the republic, a s  it rece iv ed  a sig­

n if ic a n t  share o f its fund ing  f o r  research and d e v e lo p m e n t from the 

S o v ie t s ta te  budget. E xperts f ro m  the academy c o n tr ib u te d  to the dis­

c o v e ry  o f  significant reserv es o f  g a s ,  o i l ,  and o ther n a tu ra l resources 

in th e  te rr ito ry  of the rep u b lic  a n d  conducted several fe a s ib ility  stud­

ies lo r  v ario u s m in in g ,  d e v e lo p m e n t,  and construction p ro je c ts . At the 

sa m e  tim e  its researchers w e re  en g ag ed  in writing T u rk m e n  political 

and  e c o n o m i c  history, in S o v ie t  econom ic p lann ing , a n d  in propa­

g a n d a  ac tiv ities  of the Sovie t s ta te .

T h e  acad em y  preserved its sem i-independent s ta tu s  a n d  its presi­

d e n ts  w e re  elected by an a s s e m b ly  o f  academ icians. T h e  academ y in­

c lu d e d  the  following research  in stitu tions (as o f 1 986): Institu te of 

A rc h e o lo g y  and E thnography, In s titu te  of History, In s t i tu te  o f  Lin ­

g u is t ic s ,  Institu te of P h ilo so p h y  an d  Law, Institute o f  B o tan y , Insti­

tu te  o f  C hem istry  and Oil T e c h n o lo g ie s , Institute o f  Z o o lo g y , Insti­

tu te  o f  G eology , Institute o f  E co n o m y , Institute o f  M ath em atics , 

In s ti tu te  o f  Physics, Institute o f  M in era ls , Institute o f  S e ism o lo g y , In­

s t itu te  o f W ater Resources, In s t i tu te  o f  Public (S ocia l) S c ie n c e s , In ­

s titu te  o f  B iosphere. Institu te o f  Engineering and E le c tro n ic s , Insti ­

tu te  o f M ed ica l Problem s, a n d  th e  Botanical G arden. T h e  academ y 

m a in ta in e d  its own l ib r a r y  c o lle c tio n  and a r c h iv e , a n d  published 
se v e ra l sch o larly  journals.

In th e  1990s most o f the re se a rc h  projects o f the a c a d e m y  were 

c lo se d  o r  significantly d o w n s iz e d , due to extensive b u d g e t  cu ts and 

re fo rm s  in the e d u c a t io n  sy s te m . In  1997 the T urkm en istan ! g o v e r n ­

m e n t  c lo s e d  the Academy o f  S c ie n c e s  and moved m o s t o f  the re ­

s e a rc h  a c tiv itie s  to appropriate m in is trie s  and agencies.

M k
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ADAT. C u sto m a ry  law  in traditional C e n tra l  A sian societies, g u id e d  by  

authoritative m e m b e rs  o f co m m unities, u su a lly  councils o f a k s a k a l s .  

It is based on  a  tr ib a l code of co nduct a n d  on centuries o f  e x p e r ie n c e  

in conflict re s o lu t io n  between in d iv id u a ls , com m unities, and  t r i b e s .  

The R u ss ia n  E m p i r e ’s colonial a d m in is tra tio n  did not in te rfe re  w ith  

local legal p ra c t ic e s  and delegated th e  adm inistration at th e  lo ca l 

com munity le v e l  to  the councils o f  a k s a k a l s .  So did the B o lsh e v ik s  

during the f irs t  y e a rs  after the re v o lu tio n  o f  1917. The a d a t  w a s  p r a c ­

ticed am ong  th e  T u rk m en s  and o th e r  p eo p les  of Central A s ia  u n til 

the early 1 9 3 0 s , w hen the Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  banned the u se  o f  the 

a da t and re p la c e d  it with the civil la w . H owever, in som e p a r ts  o f  

the republic th e  a d a t  was practiced w e ll  in to  the late 1930s, r e g u la t ­

ing m inor c o m m u n a l disputes and d isag re em en ts . In the 1 9 9 0 s so m e  

com m unities in  rural areas o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  began to p ra c t ic e  the 

a d a t  again . T h is  w as largely due to a  d e c a y  o f  legal and law  e n f o r c e ­

ment in s titu tio n s  in many parts o f  th e  co u n try . The new C o n s t i tu t io n  

of T u r k m e n is ta n  also  contributed to  th is  process, since it e m p o w ­

ered som e tra d itio n a l institutions, s u c h  as councils o f e ld e r s  (a k ­

s a k a ls ), w ith  so m e  adm inistrative a u th o r it ie s .  S ee a ls o  S H A R IA H .

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S T R U C T U R E .  A c co rd in g  to the p resen t c o n s t i ­

tu t io n  (1 9 9 2 ) ,  Turkm enistan is a u n ita ry  republic and its te r r ito r ia l  

adm in istration  is divided into w e la y a t  (province), e tr a p  (d is t r ic t ) ,  

s h a h e r  (c ity ) ,  an d  o b a  (village) le v e ls . T h e re  were several c h a n g e s  in 

ad m in istra tive  d iv isions and ch a n g es  in the names o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  

entities d u r in g  the Soviet and p o s t-S o v ie t eras. As o f 2 0 0 4  T u rk ­

menistan is  d iv id e d  into five w e l a y a t s  ( w e la y a tla r  is the p lu ra l  in 

Turkm en): A k h a l  w elayat (capital - A n a u ) .  B a lk a n  w e la y a t  ( B a l k a -  

n a b a t ) ,  D a s h o g u z  welayat (D a s h o g u z ) ,  L e b a p  w e la y a t  ( T i i r k -  

m e n a b a t ) ,  a n d  M a r y  welayat (M a ry ) .  E ach w e la y a t  in tu rn  is d i ­

vided in to  e t r a p s .  There are 47 e t r a p s  an d  13 cities in the c o u n try .

The a c tiv itie s  o f  local adm in istrations and legislatures are  re g u la te d  

by the L aw  o n  Local Governance a n d  Local State A d m in is tra tio n  in 

T urkm enistan . According to the law , th e  president appoints th e  w e l a y ­

a ts ’ h y a k im s  (heads o f provinces) a n d  th e  h ya k in i  of A shgabat C ity  ad ­

m inistration. In the 2000s the W orld  B an k  attempted to p ro m o te  local 

governm ent re form s in the republic. In  response ,T urkm en istan ’s  Insti ­

tute o f D e m o c rac y  and Human R ig h ts ,  under President S a p a r m u r a t
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N i y a z o v ,  announced the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f a plan to s tren g th en  local 

g o v e rn a n c e .

A F G H A N I S T A N . The co u n try  is lo ca ted  sou theast o f  Turkm enistan. 

T h e se  tw o  countries share 7 4 4  kilom eters o f c o m m o n  borders. 

A tg h a n is ta n  has an area o f  6 4 7 ,5 0 0  square kilom eters a n d  its popula­

tion  w a s  estim ated  at about 2 8 .7  m illion  in July 2 0 0 3 . T h e  Pushtuns 

a c c o u n t fo r  4 4  percent o f  the p o p u la t io n , Tajiks about 2 5  p e rcen t. Haz­

a ra  a b o u t  10 percent, U zbeks a b o u t  8 percent, and o th e rs  ab o u t 13 per­

c e n t (2 0 0 4 ,  C IA  est.). B e tw een  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  and 800,000 T u r k m e n s  live 

in A fg h a n is ta n , mainly in the  n o r th w e s t provinces o f  th e  country , but 

so m e  o f  th em  chose to m ove b a c k  to  Turkm enistan a f te r  1991.

A fg h a n is ta n 's  political an d  e c o n o m ic  relations w ith  T urkm enistan  

in th e  2 0 th  century were o v e r s h a d o w e d  by the R u ss ia n  an d  Soviet 

p o lic ie s  in  the Central A sian  r e g io n .  A fter the a n ti-T sa r is t  P o p u la r  

U p r i s i n g  o f  1 9 1 6  and e sp e c ia lly  a f te r  the B olshevik R ev o lu tio n  of 

1917 se v e ra l hundred th o u sa n d  T urk m en s, who d id  n o t  accep t the 

R u ss ia n  and  Soviet system s, e s c a p e d  to A fghanistan. T h e  S o v ie t c o l ­

l e c t i v i z a t i o n  and political c a m p a ig n  against k h a n s  a n d  b a is  in the 

1920s b ro u g h t another w ave o f  T u rk m e n  migrants to A fg h a n is ta n  and 

I r a n .  A fte r  W orld War II A fg h a n is ta n  maintained s ig n if ic a n t  border 

t r a d e  w ith  Turkm enistan th ro u g h  the Soviet M in istry  o f  Foreign 

T ra d e . In  the 1980s betw een 6 ,0 0 0  and  10,000T u rk m en is tan ! citizens 

w ere  s e n t  to Afghanistan a m o n g  th e  Soviet troops a n d  p o litica l ad­

v is e rs , a n d  Turkm enistan b e c a m e  o n e  o f  the major m ili ta ry  bases for 

the S o v ie t  troops operating in A fg h a n is ta n . However, T u rk m en is tan 's  

P e r m a n e n t  N e u t r a l i ty  P o l i c y  c o n trib u te d  to generally  f r ie n d ly  rela ­

t io n s  b e tw e e n  A s h g a b a t  and  K a b u l in the post-Soviet e r a .  T hrough ­

ou t th e  1990s there were in te n s iv e  discussions about a p o ss ib ility  of 

b u ild in g  m ultibillion-dollar g a s  a n d  o i l  p ip e lin e s  from  T u rk m en istan  

to P a k is ta n  through the te rr ito ry  o f  Afghanistan. T h e re  w ere  also 

so m e re p o rts  that Afghan d r u g  lo rds used the te rr ito ry  o f  Turk ­

m e n is ta n  as a transit route fo r  th e  shipment o f th e ir  illic it  drugs 

(m a in ly  o p iu m ) to international m ark e ts . In the 1990s u p  to  20,000 

re fu g e e s  from  Afghanistan m o v e d  to  Turkm enistan, e s p e c ia l ly  after 

the e s c a la t io n  o f  the civil w ar d u r in g  the Taliban reg im e .

In la te  2001 the U n it e d  S t a t e s  requested and re c e iv e d  righ ts to 

o v e r f ly  T urkm en istan ’s a irsp a c e  fo r  nonmilitary and re s c u e  opera ­
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tions in A fg h a n is ta n , as Turkm en istan lim ite d  those rights to  h u ­

manitarian o p e ra t io n s .  M any in te rn a tio n a l a id  agencies used T u r k ­

m enistan as t h e i r  b ase  for c o n d u c t in g  various a c tiv i t ie s  in 

Afghanistan a n d  f o r  shipping m ed icine  a n d  foodstuffs to the n o r t h ­

ern and n o rth w e s te rn  provinces o f A fg h a n is ta n . In 2003 and  2 0 0 4  

Kabul and A s h g a b a t  resum ed n eg o tia tio n s  o v e r  a feasibility s tu d y  o f  

the gas p ip e lin e  th ro u g h  Afghanistan te r r i to ry . Since the fall o f  th e  

Taliban reg im e in  2001 Turkm enistan h a s  increased its trad e  w ith  

A fghanistan, s e l l in g  electricity, g a s o lin e , agricultural p ro d u c ts , a n d  

other goods.

A G R I C U L T U R E . H istorically agricu ltu re w a s  one of the m ost im p o r ­

tant econom ic s e c to rs  for the T u r k m e n s ,  as they accum ulated  f in e  

skills and tra d itio n s  in raising s h e e p ,  in c lu d in g  much-valued k a r a k u l  

(astrakhan fu r) sh ee p , and h o r s e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  the m u ch -acc la im ed  

Akhalteke h o rse s . Turkm en farmers in so u th e rn  and eastern p ro v in c e s  

of T urkm enistan  cultivate c o t t o n ,  w h e a t ,  co m , barley, v e g e ta b le s ,  

fruits (in c lu d in g  g rap es, apples, p o m e g ra n a te s , and pears), a n d  n u ts  

(especially a lm o n d s ) ,  and some o thers. H o w ev er, agricultural p r o d u c ­

tion in cen tral a n d  northern T u rk m en is tan  is severely lim ited  b y  a 

shortage o f  ir r ig a tio n  and drinking w a te r.

At present, ag ricu ltu re  remains one o f  th e  m ost important c o n t r ib u ­

tors to the T u rk m e n  econom y, a c co u n tin g  fo r 26 percent o f  th e  G ro s s  

Domestic P ro d u c t (G D P) (2004,est., u p  fro m  9.5 percent in 1 9 9 7 ) an d  

is a source o f  em ploym en t for betw een  5 0  and 55 percent o f  th e  p o p ­

ulation. In 2 0 0 3  arab le land was e s tim a te d  at about 3.47 percen t o f  the 

country’s te r r ito ry  o r about 17,500 sq u a re  kilometers (1 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 0  

hectares), m o s t o f  it under intensive ir r ig a tio n . Most of the fa rm e rs  are 

engaged in p ro d u c in g  two major c r o p s — cotton and gra ins. A t the 

same tim e, a n im a l herding in T u rk m e n is ta n 's  vast deserts an d  w a te r ­

scarce s teppe is  ano ther important su b se c to r . Herders engage in s to c k -  

breeding o f  s h e e p , horses, cattle, c a m e ls ,  and goats. The c o u n try  is 

eighth p lace in  the world if m easured b y  the size of p e rm a n en t p a s ­

tures (2001 , e s t .) .  Throughout the 2 0 th  century , most o f  the a g r ic u l ­

tural crops w e re  successfully exported  to  neighboring c o u n trie s , R u s ­

sia. an d — in sm a ll v o lu m e s-to  the w o r ld  market.

For m ost o f  the  tim e since in d ep en d en ce  in 1991, the T u rk m en is tan i 

government k ep t a tight control o v e r  production o f  s tra te g ic a lly
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N iy a z o v ,  announced the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f a plan to stren g th en  local 

g o v e rn a n c e .

A F G H A N I S T A N . The co u n try  is  located  sou theast o f  Turkm enistan. 

T h e s e  tw o  countries sh are  7 4 4  kilometers o f c o m m o n  borders. 

A fg h a n is ta n  has an area o f  6 4 7 ,5 0 0  square kilom eters a n d  its popula ­

t io n  w a s  estim ated at abou t 2 8 .7  m illion  in July 2 0 0 3 . T h e  Pushtuns 

a c c o u n t  fo r  4 4  percent o f  the p o p u la t io n , Tajiks about 2 5  p ercen t, Haz­

a ra  a b o u t  10 percent. U zbeks a b o u t  8 percent, and o th e rs  ab o u t 13 per­

c e n t  (2 0 0 4 , C IA  est.). B e tw ee n  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  and 800,000 T u r k m e n s  live 

in A fg h a n is ta n , mainly in th e  n o rth w e s t provinces o f  th e  country, but 

s o m e  o f  them  chose to m ove b a c k  to Turkmenistan a f te r  1991.

A fg h a n is ta n ’s political a n d  e c o n o m ic  relations w ith  T urkm enistan 

in th e  2 0 th  century w ere o v e r s h a d o w e d  by the R u ss ia n  and Soviet 

p o l ic ie s  in the Central A sian  r e g io n .  After the a n ti-T sa r is t P o p u la r  

U p r i s i n g  o f  1 9 1 6  and e s p e c ia l ly  a f te r the B olshevik  R evo lu tion  of 

1 9 1 7  se v e ra l hundred th o u s a n d  T urkm ens, who d id  n o t  accept the 

R u s s ia n  and  Soviet system s, e s c a p e d  to A fghanistan. T h e  Sovie t c o l ­

l e c t i v i z a t i o n  and political c a m p a ig n  against k h a n s  a n d  b a is  in the 

19 2 0 s  b ro u g h t another w ave o f  T u rk m en  migrants to A fg h a n is ta n  and 

I r a n .  A fte r  World W ar II A fg h a n is ta n  maintained s ig n if ic a n t border 

t r a d e  w ith  Turkm enistan th ro u g h  the Soviet M in is try  o f  Foreign 

T ra d e .  In  the 1980s betw een 6 ,0 0 0  and 10,000 T u rk m en is tan ! citizens 

w e re  se n t to  A fghanistan a m o n g  the  Soviet troops a n d  politica l ad­

v i s e r s ,  an d  Turkm enistan b e c a m e  one o f the m ajor m ili ta ry  bases for 

th e  S o v ie t  troops operating in  A fg h a n is ta n . H ow ever, T u rk m en is tan 's  

P e r m a n e n t  N e u t r a l i ty  P o l i c y  co n trib u ted  to g en era lly  fr ie n d ly  rela ­

t io n s  b e tw e en  A s h g a b a t  an d  K a b u l in the post-Soviet e r a .  Through ­

o u t th e  1990s there were in te n s iv e  discussions about a  possib ility  of 

b u i ld in g  m ultibillion-dollar g a s  an d  o i l  p ip e lin e s  from  T urkm enistan  

to  P a k is ta n  through the te r r ito ry  o f  Afghanistan. T h e r e  w ere also 

s o m e  rep o rts  that Afghan d r u g  lords used the te r r i to ry  o f  Turk ­

m e n is ta n  as a transit route f o r  the shipment o f th e ir  illic it drugs 

(m a in ly  op ium ) to in terna tional m arkets. In the 1990s u p  to 20,000 

r e fu g e e s  tro m  Afghanistan m o v e d  to Turkm enistan, e sp e c ia lly  after 

th e  e sc a la tio n  o f the civil w a r d u r in g  the Taliban re g im e .

In  la te  2001 the U n it e d  S t a t e s  requested and re c e iv e d  rights to 

o v e r f ly  Turkm enistan s a irsp a c e  fo r nonmilitary an d  re s c u e  opera-
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tions in A fg h a n is ta n ,  as T u rk m e n is ta n  lim ite d  those rig h ts  to  hn 

manitarian o p e ra t io n s .  M any in te r n a t io n a l  aid  agencies u se d  T u rk  

menistan a s  t h e i r  base fo r c o n d u c t i n g  various a c t iv i t i e s  in 

Afghanistan a n d  fo r  shipping m e d ic in e  a n d  foodstuffs to th e  n o r th ­

ern and n o r th w e s te rn  provinces o f  A f g h a n is ta n .  In 2003 a n d  2 0 0 4  

Kabul and A s h g a b a t  resumed n e g o t ia t io n s  o v e r  a feasibility s tu d  o f  

the gas p ip e lin e  th ro u g h  A fg h an istan  te r r i to ry .  Since the fa ll o f  t | )c 

Taliban re g im e  in  2001 T u rk m en is tan  h a s  increased its tra d e  w ith  

Afghanistan, s e l l in g  electricity, g a s o l i n e ,  agricu ltu ral p r o d u c t s  m i 

other goods.

A G R IC U L T U R E . Historically a g r ic u ltu re  w a s  one of the m ost im  

tant econom ic se c to rs  for the T u r k m e n s ,  as they accum ulated  f in 

skills and tra d it io n s  in raising s h e e p ,  in c lu d in g  much-valued k a r a k u l  

(astrakhan fu r )  sh ee p , and h o r s e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  the m u ch -acc la im ed  

Akhalteke h o rs e s .  Turkm en farmers in  s o u th e rn  and eastern p ro v in c e s  

of T urkm en istan  cultivate c o t t o n ,  w h e a t ,  c o m , barley, v eg e ta b le s  

fruits (in c lu d in g  g rap es, apples, p o m e g ra n a te s ,  and pears), a n d  nu ts 

(especially a lm o n d s ) ,  and some o th ers . H o w e v e r , agricultural p ro d u c ­

tion in cen tra l a n d  northern T u rk m e n is ta n  is severely lim ited  b y  t 

shortage o f  ir r ig a tio n  and drinking w a te r .

At present, a g r ic u ltu re  remains on e  o f  th e  m ost important c o n tr ib u ­

tors to the T u rk m e n  e c o n o m y ,  a c c o u n tin g  fo r  26 percent o f the G ro ss  

Domestic P ro d u c t  (G D P) (2004, est., u p  f ro m  9.5 percent in 1997) and  

is a source o f  em p lo y m en t for betw een  5 0  an d  55 percent o f  th e  p o p ­

u la t io n . In 2 0 0 3  arab le  land was e s tim a te d  a t about 3.47 percent o f  the 

country's te r r ito ry  o r about 17,500 s q u a re  kilometers (1 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 0  

hectares), m o st o f  it under intensive ir r ig a t io n . M ost of the fa rm ers  are  

engaged in p ro d u c in g  two major c r o p s — cotton  and grains. A t the  

same tim e, a n im a l herding in T u rk m e n is ta n ’s vast deserts and w a te r ­

scarce steppe is  an o th e r important s u b s e c to r .  Herders engage in s to c k -  

breeding o f  s h e e p ,  horses, cattle, c a m e ls ,  and  goats. The c o u n try  is 

eighth place in th e  world if m easured  b y  the  size of permanent p a s ­

tures (2001, e s t .) .  Throughout the 2 0 th  ce n tu ry , most o f the a g r ic u l ­

tural crops w e re  successfully exported  to  neighboring countries, R u s ­

s ia , and—in sm a ll  volum es—to the w o r ld  m arket.

For most o f  th e  tim e since in d e p en d e n ce  in 1991 .t h e Turkm enistan! 

government k e p t  a tight control o v e r  production of strategical
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im p o r ta n t  co tton  and w heat. It d i re c te d  significant s u b s id ie s  to the cot­

to n - a n d  w heat-producing f a rm e rs  and  maintained th e  sy s te m  o f state 

q u o ta s  a n d  state-controlled p r ic e s .  T he main ob jective  o f  the govern­

m e n t w a s  to achieve and m a in ta in  self-sufficiency in fo o d  production. 

F o r th is  p u rpose  T urkm enistan  in c reased  the land u n d e r  w heat culti­

v a tio n  fro m  260,000 hec ta res  in  1993 to 750,000 h e c ta re s  in 2004. 

T u rk m e n is ta n ’s agricultural o u tp u t  fluctuated w idely  b e tw e en  1991 

an d  2 0 0 5 . A ccording to th e  N a t i o n a l  S t a t is t ic a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  the pro­

d u c tio n  o f  grain  increased fro m  0 .5 2  million tons in 1991 to 2.9 mil­

lion  to n s  in 2004 (fluctuating b e tw e e n  0.63 in 1997 a n d  2.3 million 

to n s  in  2 0 0 2 ); the production o f  c o tto n  increased from  1.4  m illion  tons 

in 1991 to  2 .0  million tons in 2 0 0 4  (Turkmenistan g o v e rn m e n t esti­

m a te s ) .  In  2001 Turkm enistan a ls o  produced barley (4 5 ,0 0 0  tons), rice 

(3 4 ,0 0 0  to n s) , corn (20,000 to n s ) ,  potatoes (30,000 to n s ) ,  vegetables 

(5 3 8 ,0 0 0  to n s), and some fru its . T h e  Econom ist In te llig e n c e  U nit and 

so m e  in terna tional agencies a n d  e x p e rts  dispute the g o v e rn m e n t fig­

u res  a n d  argue that the real o u tp u t  is significantly lo w e r . T he rise in 

a g r ic u ltu ra l  production w as a t tr ib u te d  to a com bination o f  p rivate  ini­

t ia t iv e , restructuring  o f the a g r ic u ltu ra l  sector, and in c re a se d  govern ­

m en t su b s id ie s . Since the 1990s th e  state has m ain ta ined  a  significant 

p re s e n c e  and intervened in the  ag ric u ltu ra l sector in v a r io u s  w ays.

A  c o n s id e ra b le  number o f  fa rm e rs  in Turkmenistan a re  engaged  in 

an im a l husbandry . This su b se c to r  p rov ides an additional so u rc e  o f in­

c o m e , e v e ry d a y  food, and a m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  fo r  th e  rural pop­

u la tio n . E x p o rts  of sheep w ool a n d  m eat along with c o tto n  contribute 

s ig n if ic a n tly  to hard currency re v e n u e . The rural T u rk m e n  herders 

u su a lly  m o v e  around in the v as t a re a s , during the hot s u m m e r  season 

ta k in g  th e ir  horses, sheep, g o a ts , a n d  cattle to graze in th e  step p e  pas­

tu re s . D u rin g  the winter they m o v e  back  to their w in ter h o u se s  close 

to o a s e s ,  to  escape the freez ing  tem peratu res o f c o n tin e n ta l weather. 

A c c o rd in g  to official estim ates, in  2 0 0 4  the number o f  s h e e p  and goats 

in T u rk m e n is ta n  reached about 11 m illion , up from 6 .3  in  1993, and 

the n u m b e r  o f  cattle reached a b o u t 1.7 million, up from  1.1 m illion in 

1993. In  add ition  there were 1 2 8 ,0 0 0  cam els and 30,200 h o rse s  (2004, 

g o v e rn m e n t est.). However, s o m e  international agencies a n d  experts 

d isp u te  th e  figures and put the  n u m b ers  30 to 40 p e rc e n t low er. In 

2001 T u rkm en istan  produced 1 3 4 .0 0 0  tons of meat, 8 3 0 ,0 0 0  tons of 

m ilk , 1 5 ,2 0 0  tons of eggs, 2 1 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  wool.
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The ag ric u ltu ra l sec to r o f T u rk m e n is ta n  still bears the c o n s e ­

quences o f the a m b itio u s  Soviet c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  and ag ricu ltu ra l r e ­

form policies. In  th e  1930s most o f  the  s m a l l  private farm ers w e re  o r ­

ganized into la rg e ,  m echanized, s ta te -c o n tro lle d  farms (kolkhozes 

and sovkhozes), w h ile  the properties a n d  anim als o f rich f a rm e rs  

were co n fisca ted . B y the 1980s these  k o lk h o z e s  and so vk h o zes  w e re  

engaged in la rg e -sc a le  production o f  c o t to n ,  wheat, p o ta to e s , a n d  

other crops fo r  d o m e s tic  consum ption a n d  export to the S o v ie t a n d  

international m a rk e ts .  The extent o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l  m onoculture c o u ld  

be illustrated b y  the fact that in the 1 9 8 0 s  Turkm enistan p ro d u c e d  

more cotton p e r  c a p ita  than any o th er c o u n try  in the world. H o w e v e r ,  

in the 1970s a n d  1980s many farm s b e g a n  to experience d if f ic u lt ie s  

and p ro d u c tiv ity  d ec lined  due to the a b s e n c e  o f  economic in i t ia t iv e s ,  

cotton m o n o c u ltu re , and o v erexp lo ita tion  o f  w ater and land re s o u rc e s  

in the rep u b lic . A t the same tim e, in te n s iv e  use o f  irrigation w a te r  a n d  

the shrinking  o f  the  Aral Sea c o n tr ib u te d  to a negative c l im a te  

change, and a  s ig n ifican t deterio ration  o f  the arable land, w h ic h  in ­

cluded sa lin iz a tio n  and land erosion .

In the e a rly  1990s Turkm enistan 's g o v e rn m e n t carried o u t s e v e ra l  

major re fo rm s  as  the state reo rg an ized  the kolkhozes and a l lo w e d  

long-term le a s e s  o f  sm all plots o f la n d  fo r  personal use. In 1 9 9 2  an d  

1996 m ost o f  th e  kolkhozes  were re s tru c tu re d , but the state p re s e rv e d  

its control o v e r  the cotton and w h eat p ro d u c tio n  by e s ta b lish in g  the 

system o f  c o m p u lso ry  quotas and s ta te -c o n tro lle d  prices.

Econom ic d ifficu lties of the 1990s, m ism anagem ent, co rru p tio n , and 

unfavorable reg io n a l market conditions contributed  to a recession  in  the 

agricultural s e c to r  and consequently in agricultural product-p rocessing  

industries. C ro p  production fell sh a rp ly  a t the beginning o f  th e  1990s, 

but recovered slightly  by the late 1990s an d  early 2000s. M any fa rm ers  

struggled to  ad a p t to the new econom ic realities and turned to a  su b s is ­

tence eco n o m y . The World Bank's e x p e r ts  consider that the ag ric u ltu ra l 

sector in T u rk m en istan  still needs su b s tan tia l restructuring and re fo rm s . 

However, th e  country  has to com pete fo r  international investm en ts w ith 

neighboring K a z a k h s t a n .  T a j ik i s t a n ,  a n d  U z b e k is ta n  as w ell a s  w ith 

major w orld  producers. In 2002 the U n ite d  Nations D evelo p m en t P ro ­

gram (U N D P ) estim ated that more th a n  55 percent o f the rural p o p u la ­

tion in T urk m en istan  lived below th e  poverty  line and the u n e m p lo y ­

ment rate c o u ld  run as high as 20 to  3 0  percent.
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8  •  A I D O G D Y E V , D O R T G U LY  ( 1 9 6 2 -  )

A I D O G D Y E V ,  D O R T G U L Y  ( 1 9 6 2 -  ). Turkmen p o l i t ic ia n . Born in 

th e  v i l la g e  o f  G oyokcha in A k h a l  w elaya t, D o rtg u ly  Aidogdyev 

g ra d u a te d  from  the T u rk m e n is ta n  Institu te o f N a tio n a l Econom y in 

1 9 9 1 . H e  s tarted  his c a ree r in  th e  retail trade sec to r in  A shgabat in 

1 9 8 1 . F ro m  1982 to 1994 h e  w a s  sen ior m anager, d e p u ty  director, 

an d  d i r e c to r  o f  a retail e n te rp r is e  in  A shgabat. From  1 9 9 4  to  1995 he 

h e ld  th e  position  of depu ty  g e n e ra l  director and g e n e ra l  d irector of 

the  s ta te -c o n tro lle d  trade e n te r p r is e  T urkm enbakaleia . In 1995 he 

w as  a p p o in te d  deputy c h a irm a n  o f  the stock exch an g e . F ro m  1999 to 

2001 A id o g d y e v  was the m in is te r  o f  trade. In 2001 he w a s  appointed 

a m b a s s a d o r  extraordinary a n d  p len ipo ten tiary  to G e rm a n y . In 2002 

he b e c a m e  the m inister o f  th e  te x ti le  industry and th e  d e p u ty  chair­

m an  o f  th e  cabinet of m in is te rs . In  2003  he was a p p o in te d  m inister of 

tra d e  a n d  foreign  econom ic r e la t io n s .

A I R L I N E S .  A irlines connect T u rk m e n is ta n ’s major c i t ie s  an d  link its 

c a p ita l  — A s h g a b a t — w ith m a jo r  international d e s tin a tio n s . There 

w e re  a b o u t  72  airports in th e  re p u b lic  in 2002 (C IA  e s t . ) ,  including 

sm all a ir f ie ld s  in major c itie s  a n d  tow ns. Most o f th e m  w ere built 

d u r in g  th e  S ovie t era and are  c a p a b le  o f  receiving c iv il a n d  military 

a irc ra f ts .  T h e  civil aviation o f  T u rk m en is tan  provides p a s se n g e r  and 

c a rg o  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  as w e ll a s  m edical access to re m o te  towns 

and  c i t ie s .  T h e  national ca rr ie r , T u r k m e n is t a n  A i r l i n e s ,  established  

and  h e a v ily  subsidized d u ring  th e  S o v ie t era as a b ran ch  o f  A eroflot, 

e x p e r ie n c e d  a severe decline in th e  early  1990s. The g o v e r n m e n t  of 

T u rk m e n is ta n  made substan tial in v estm en ts  in the n a tio n a l  a irline in 

o rd e r  to  reb u ild  it according to  in ternational s tandards. In  the mid- 

1990s F ren ch  contractors c o m p le te d  a new in te rn a tio n a l airport, 

w h ic h  w a s  equipped with a  m o d e rn  aeronautical s y s te m . T he air­

p o r t 's  tw o  3,800-m eter ru n w a y s  a re  capable of re ce iv in g  large civil 

a irp la n e s . S ince the 1990s s e v e ra l international a irlines h a v e  opened 

d irec t f l ig h ts  to Turkm enistan, in c lu d in g  Aeroflot, B r it is h  A irlines, 

L u f th a n s a , Turkish A irlines, a n d  so m e  others.

A I T A K O V , N A D I R B A I  ( 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 3 8 )  ( a ls o  N e d ir b a i A i t a k o w ) .  Turk ­

m en p o litic ia n  and first ch a irm an  o f  the Central E xecutive C om m ittee  

(p a r lia m e n t)  in the T u r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o c ia lis t  R e p u b l i c  (T urkm en 

S S R ). B o rn  in 1884 Nadirbai A ita k o v  did not complete a  fo rm a l e d u -
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tV_„ rivil w ar in T u r k -

cation. H e b e c a m e  a  Bo lshevik P arty  a n d

menistan (1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 0 ) .  In 1 J o f  the Soviet p o litica l s y ^

played an im p o r ta n t ro le  in b b '  la n d . In 1921 he w a s  a p -

T m  in C entral A s ia  anti in the T u rk .™®" u tiv e C om m ittee a n d  in 

pointed the c h a irm a n  o f  the I ^ m v o  (he cen tra l E x e c u t iv e

1923 he w as a p p o in te d  the 1 - S o c ia i is t  R epublic. In -

Committee o f  th e  T u rk is ta n  Sovi ive com m ittee  o f  th e

became the c h a irm a n  o f ^  f ro m  1925 to 1937. D u r in g

Turkmen S S R . H e  serv ed  m ^  P arrested and after a  s h o

Stalin's purges o f  ' ^ ' ’^ f w a s  e x e c u te d  in 1938 .hu . w a s  

trial he was s e n te n c e d  l f  S ta d n .
onerated posthumously after  the d ea th  o

A K H A L T E K E  H O R S E S .  See H O R S E S .

. * } The m ost p o p u lo u s

« H M . « L A V A T  ^ £ £ £ 1
mlayot m Turkmen,stan. hstem t 'y  wefay«tf m the east,

parts of the c o u n try ;  «  “  * * “ e yn o I th . B alkan

D ashoguz an d  L c b a p  wel1 »■ o W a s t w as established 

west, and I r a n  in the so u tl .. M  w e la y a , was form ed

and reo rgan ized  in 19. an . ri (s) T u r k m e n is t a n ' s  capita
and consisted  o f  13 etrnpr (dtsm c^s). ^  ^  cap lta l o f  the

but is lo ca ted  in  the south o f * e  " £  ■ is abou t 9 5 ,4 0 0

province is A n a u .  T he ■ W - u C u y n ,  o f the re p u b h c

square kilom eters, and it ts *  p o p u la tio n  stands a t  a

(about 20 p e rc e n t  o f  «  “  “ ^ 0x 0 , 0 ^  Ashgabat) o r  a b o u tA 5  

onnnoo (2 0 0 4 , government est. t 326 ,000  O ' -

o f . h e  co u n try 's  o f the v f » *

r iv e d  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  ~ , 999 $ fo r  v a r io u s  re a so n s .

terprises o f th e  country . A g n cu ltu
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are th e  m a in  sectors o f its e c o n o m y . Since the Soviet e r a .  A khal we- 

la y a t  h a s  specialized in m a n u fa c tu r in g  consum er g o o d s ,  producing 

and p ro c e s s in g  agricultural p ro d u c ts  fo r Ashgabat an d  f o r  export (in­

c lu d in g  te x tile , home a p p lia n c e s , g arm en ts, etc.), m a c h in e ry  (equip ­

m en t f o r  g a s  and oil fields a n d  f o r  chem ical industries, c a r  assembly 

p la n ts , e tc .) ,  tourism , and s e r v ic e s .  T here is a large g a s  f ie ld , which 

p ro v id e s  g as fo r the capital. S e v e ra l  m ilitary plants m a n u fa c tu re d  var­

ious e q u ip m e n t during the S o v ie t e r a ,  but downscaled th e i r  production 

in th e  1 9 9 0 s . According to o f f ic ia l  statistics in 2003 th e  w e la y a t  pro­

d u ced  7 5 0  m illion kilowatts o f  e le c tr ic ity , 27.6 billion c u b ic  m eters of 

gas, 2 7  m illio n  square m eters o f  tex tile s , 733,000 s q u a re  m eters of 

c a rp e ts ,  e tc . In the 1990s the  w e la y a t  became one o f  th e  largest pro­

d u c e r  o f  vegetables, fruits, a n d  w h e a t  in the country.

In th e  early  1990s the w e la y a t  received  a significant in flo w  o f  local 

and in te rn a tio n a l investments d u e  to  the gas and oil b o o m  and large- 

scale  co n stru c tio n  projects in itia te d  by the g o v e r n m e n t . T h e  welayat 

re in v e n te d  itself when several la rg e  textile and garm ent fa c to rie s  were 

built in  c lo se  proximity to the c a p ita l  city. It attracted a la rg e  share o f the 

F o re ig n  D irec t Investments (F D Is ) ,  com ing third only a f te r  Ashgabat 

and B a l k a n  w elayat.  In the la te  1990s and early 2 0 0 0 s  the Turk­

m en istan ! government invested in  build ing  international q u a lity  high­

w ay s, a  m ajo r airport, several h o te ls ,  and other projects.

Im p o r ta n t  historical and to u r is t  s ites  include the A n a u  a rch eo lo g i ­

cal s i te ,  A n au  M osque (built in th e  15th century, d e s tro y e d  by earth ­

q u a k e  in  1948), ruins o f N isa  c i ty ,  E lk e n  Depe, A b iv e rd , K hivabad, 

S e ra k h s , an d  som e other h is to r ic a l places.

A K H U N .  1. A  title reserved fo r  a n  Islam ic religious p e r s o n  in Turk ­

m e n is ta n , w ho  has deep k n o w le d g e  and authority to in te rp re t  and to 

a d v ise  o n  various religious leg a l is su e s  (S h a r ia h ).  In T u r k m e n  soci ­

e ty  a k h u n s  traditionally had a n  undisputed authority . T h e y  often 

tau g h t sm a ll groups of s tuden ts a t  m e d re s e s  or were in c h a rg e  o f  sa­

c red  p la c e s .  2. In Turkm enistan so m etim es  this title w a s  u se d  to ad ­

d ress  a  h ig h ly  respected p e rso n a lity  w ho traces his g e n e a lo g y  to the 

first A ra b  w arriors or c a m p a ig n e rs  o f  Prophet M o h am m ad . In tradi­

tio n a l so c ie ty  akhuns  exerc ised  a  significant influence o v e r  the peo ­

ple a n d  trib a l leaders.
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eastern etraps', literally
AKSAKAL (A q s a q a l ,  Oqsoqol»  b  r u r a | o r town c o m m u n ity

“white b e a rd e d ”  i n  ^ r k ,c ) - ' ' ™  ily . 2 . H e a d  o f  a craftsm an td ro p
or oldest member o f  an exten 3 _ Aa ministrator in J
or a craftsman o r d e r  in Central elderly  re p re se n ta tiv e

neighborhood c o m m u n ity  J”  a T ” t r a t io n . U n til  the m id -1 9 2 0 s^ a* - 

o f a comm unity in  a  loca  a , t ad m in is tra tio n  and t e Y
sakalswere e le c te d  m e m b e r  cd * c l o c  law) in th e  m m l

ten supervised th e  e x e c u tio n  ot * e * * ^  aboUshed d u rin g  th e

areas. The in s titu tio n  o f ‘ [ p e o p le  still m aintained s ig n i  -

Soviet era. but in  e v e ry d a y  h te  y  population. T he in s t i t

icant authority a n d  h ig h  in tro d u c tio n  o f  t h e C o n s t . t u -

tion of aksaka ls  w a s  revived after t h e ^  en d o rsed

tion of T u r k m e n i s t a n  in 1992. lta tive  body under P re s i

creation o f the Y a s h u ly  e ld e r s  were also c re a te d  in
dent S ap arm u ra t N iy a z o v .  C ouncils ( governm en, b o d ie s  In

all villages an d  to w n s  as a par o " y a s h u ly "  as a sy n o n y m
Turkm enistan, p e o p le  o f t e n  u s e  th e  t e r m  .

44 o k s a k a l.

ALAM AN (f ro m  ' V t r Z
venae against c o m p e tin g  tribes an towns in p e r .
venge again r  in sed en ta ry  c it ie s  a a g a in s t
of properties a n d  w onie n a U y  it  w as a short ra

(Iran ), K h iv a  K h a n a t e ,  e t “ ° a  J n s t trade caravans o r  u n

herds b e lo n g in g  to  ° th e r^ en' c o n d u c te d  by  a  group o f y o u n g  K g  
auaided s e tt le m e n ts , ft was o ften c ™  o f  in  search o f personal g lo ry - 

Us for po litica l o r  econom ic P H *^ ian  Empjre esta b l is h t

tion signed b y  tu rx n  in  D e c e m b e r  1991- q _

I t  for a ll The d ec la rad o n T sta b lish ed  m a £ r  £ £ ■



12 •  ALTYN DEPE

sy s te m  o f  po litica l security; c r e a t io n  o f  a military s y s te m  o f  security, 

and  s ta b il iz a t io n  o f in ter-e thn ic  re la tio n s  w ithin the fo r m e r  USSR.” 

O ne o f  th e  m ost im portant o u tc o m e s  o f the A lm a-A ta  D eclaration 

w as th a t  it  endorsed  the in v io la b ili ty  o f  existing p o litic a l bo rd ers  be­

tw een  th e  republics in p rin c ip le  a n d  agreed that the re g u la tio n  o f the 

rig h ts  o f  e th n ic  m inorities w as a n  in te rn a l affair o f each  s ta te .  Initially 

T u rk m e n is ta n  supported in te g ra tio n a l initiatives w ith in  the  C o m ­

m o n w e a l t h  o f  In d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  (C IS )  grouping; h o w e v e r ,  since 

in tro d u c tio n  o f  the P e r m a n e n t  N e u t r a l i t y  Policy, A s h g a b a t  has dis ­

ta n c e d  i t s e l f  from  all in teg ra tio n a l econom ic and m ilita ry  m ultilateral 

a g r e e m e n ts  w ith in  the C IS .

A L T Y N  D E P E .  A historical site in  th e  A k h a l  welayat d a te d  to  the fifth 

th ro u g h  se c o n d  m illennium s B .c . A rcheologists d isc o v e re d  ru ins o f a 

s e t t le m e n t  and  some public an d  p r iv a te  buildings dated  to  th e  Bronze 

A g e . In  th is  area, Bronze A ge a r t  archeologists also  fo u n d  som e of 

the b e s t  ex a m p le s  of in the te r r i to ry  o f  Central Asia, in c lu d in g  golden 

h ea d s  o f  a  w o lf  and a bull.

A M U  D A R Y A  (a lso  A m u d a ria , O x u s , Je ik h u n — l i te ra lly  “ w i ld ” ). This 

river is  2 ,5 4 0  kilometers long w ith  a  total basin area o f  a ro u n d  450,000 

square  k ilom ete rs . It is the la rg e s t and longest river o n  th e  territory 

o f T u rk m e n is ta n . The Amu D a ry a  form s a part o f the A fg h a n is ta n -  

T u rk m e n is ta n  and T urkm en istan -U zbek istan  borders, f lo w s  from  the 

m o u n ta in s  o f  northeast A fghan istan  through a narrow v a lley  in to  south ­

ea ste rn  T urkm enistan, and then n o rth w ard  to the A ra l S e a . In  the upper 

b as in , th e  riv e r 's  highest flow is f ro m  June to August, w h en  snow  melts 

in th e  h ig h  mountains o f A fg h an is tan , and its lowest flo w  is from  De­

c e m b e r to  February. How ever, n u m ero u s  irrigation p ro jec ts  an d  canals 

a ffec te d  th e  w ater flow in the lo w e r  basin of the river. In an c ien t and 

m ed iev a l tim es there were sev era l changes in the course o f  the river, 

and . fo r  ex am p le , for quite som e tim e  the Amu Darya sen t its  w aters to 

the S a ry k a m y sh  lake (northw est o f  the D ashoguz w elaya t).

T h e  A m u  D arya is one o f  th e  m o s t important so u rces o f  drinking 

and ir r ig a tio n  water in T u rk m e n is ta n , and the G a r a g u m  C a n a l  takes 

w a te r f ro m  the Amu Darya all th e  w ay to A sh g ab a t. D u rin g  the So ­

v iet e r a  its  w a te r was used e x c e s s iv e ly  for irrigation o f  c o tto n  fields. 

T he o v erex p lo ita tio n  o f  w ater re so u rc e s  and reclam ation  o f  land in
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this extremely d ry  re g io n  led to the d is a p p e a ra n c e  of tuga is  ( r iv e r  

basin bushes o f  ta m a r is k , poplar, reed s, e t c . )  and  the sa lin ization  o f  

some areas a ro u n d  th e  A m u Darya b as in  in th e  1970s and 1980s. In  

the 1990s the s i tu a t io n  became even w o r s e  w hen southern T u r k ­

menistan e x p e rie n c e d  several years o f  s e v e r e  drought. In the 1 9 8 0 s  

and 1990s fo r s e v e ra l  years in a row th e  A m u  Darya R iver d id  n o t  

reach the A ral S e a ,  causing w ater s h o r ta g e s  and en v iro n m e n ta l 

degradation in i ts  lo w e r  delta area.

A N A U . 1. Tow n, c a p ita l  o f  the A k h a l  w e l a y a t , situated about 20  k i l o ­

meters east o f  A s h g a b a t .  2. A rcheo log ical s ite  excavated in the e a r ly  

20th century f irs t  b y  an Am erican e x p e d it io n  led by R. P am pelli a n d  

then during the  n e x t  decades by n u m e ro u s  expeditions from  v a r io u s  

countries. T he e x p e d itio n s  excavated s u c h  s ite s  as A lty n  D e p e ,  N a - 

mazga D epe, a n d  so m e others. A rc h e o lo g is ts  discovered s e tt le m e n ts  

and cultural a r t i fa c ts  that became w id e ly  kn o w n  under the n a m e  o f  

the culture o f  A n a u .  A m ong the a rtifac ts  in  th is  area were som e o f  th e  

best exam ples o f  the  Bronze Age art in th e  territory o f C entral A s ia ,  

including g o ld e n  h eads o f a w olf and  a  b u ll .

A R A L  S E A  ( a l s o  A r a ls k o ie  m ore in  R u s s i a n ) .  Inland lake, lo c a te d  in 

close p ro x im ity  to  northern T u rk m en is tan . Its surface area is a b o u t

32,000 square  k ilo m e te rs  (1996), d o w n  fro m  approxim ately 6 7 .0 0 0  

in the 1960s. I ts  length  from south to  n o r th  is about 250 k ilo m e te rs ,  

its width from  e a s t to  west is about 2 2 0  k ilom eters, and its d e p th  is 

15 to 25 m e te rs  o n  average. It co n ta in s  a b o u t 54 cubic k ilo m e te rs  o f  

salty (n o n d rin k a b le ) water. In the past th e  lake was one o f the w o r ld ’s 

largest, but its  w a te r  level fell by a b o u t h a lf  (or by 15 to 19 m e te r s )  

between the 19 5 0 s and 2004. The A ra l S ea  coastline is s h a re d  b e ­

tween K a z a k h s t a n  and U z b e k i s ta n .  T h e  A ral Sea was fam ous f o r  its 

fish catch in th e  p as t, but com m ercial f is h in g  had ceased by th e  19 8 0 s  

and the fo rm e r  m ajo r ports, A ra l’sk  a n d  M uynoq, are now s i tu a te d  

several k ilo m e te rs  aw ay from the w a te r .

At present th e  Aral Sea consists o f  tw o  distinct parts—the S m a ll 

Aral Sea in th e  north  and the Large A ra l S ea in the south. T h e y  se p a ­

rated in the 19 8 0 s  due to a significant d ro p  in the water level. T h e  A m u  

D a r y a  and S y r  D arya rivers provided th e  m ain water inflow to  th e  sea 

in the past. H o w e v er, the introduction o f  intensive cotton m o n o cu ltu re
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C e n tra l A s ian  Republics in .h e  2oT h teT ' 7 ’ U zbek isU *n - a" d  other 

su m p t io n  and  consequen tly to  R te s ln in k i^  ^  e x c e s s*vc w ater com 

o n m e n ta l  im pact o f the d is a p p e  ' t "  " r * ^ ^  A ra ‘ S e a -T heenv i- 

in tz a t io n  o f  water and so il a ro u n d  the A ^ A ral S e a  m c,udes the 

ca tio n  o f  large areas around th e  la k e  in th ^  baS' n: " ,e desertifi- 

S y r D a ry a  rivers; and c o n ta m ln a P o n  o f  fh “  ° f ‘h e A m u  D^ a n d  

e rs , p e s t ic id e s ,  and herbicides T h e  e n v i r n ^  M>' ^  Wa‘e r  by fertiliz- 

a r e a  o f about 400,000 s q u a re  k iln  d e g ra d a lio n  affected

,W“ h a  to (al population o f  4 m i l , i „ n , ( I5 5 ’0 0 0  ^ uare miles)

k h s ta n  a n d  Uzbekistan as w d  ^ i ^  n "  1 ^ ' d is tr ic ,s  ia Kaza- 

m e m s ta n . T he international c o m m u n i t f  ° 8UZ W eU ,ya‘ o f  Turk‘ 
he A ra l  S ea  as an Ecol„oical ,  lb e  r e g io " “ round

k« ™ e r  sea  bottom , which 1 o f te n  c  m i e ^ '  ^  * * *  duS1 <*

for - -  -e k e s  s r .
•he A ^  S ™  I Z i l ^ n t n u e T ^ ;  ^  ^  D" " »  aad
em l s m a l l  and  disconnected ex  e m e iv  sal£ T r ' ^ '  '*  re d u c e d  ,o sev '

»  y e a r s .  T he five countries a f fe c m a  w {  akes Wl,hin ,h e  ne«  « to 

h h s ta n , U zbekistan , and T u rk m en is tan  L  ™  d i s a s ‘« .

™ d  J W t e u .  With m ajor h e lp  "  Kyrgyzstan

W orld  B a n k , the United N a tio n s  the U n i t r f c f  D ev e lo P m e m  Bank, 

h av e  b e e n  prom oting several p ro je c ts  in n ! ^  St? ,c s ' an d  so m e  others,

"  a n d  ‘°  im Pr ° Ve ' he ,iv i"®  c o n «i*ions o f S e  ^ d ^ a k f

A R C H IT E C T U R E  f  ,

•w o ty p e s  o f  architectural c o ^ c t i o ™  n  T u rk m en is ta"  inherited 

c h t te c tu r e  o f  grand palaces, ~ e  ‘  m o n u m en,al ar­

o u n d  a m o n g  historical b u ild in g s  in W hich  cou ,d  he
and  o th e r  c ities. The o ther w as  a m  K S<mch.  a n c i e n t  M e r v  

- d e n t a r y  population, « “ » msidential a rc h ite c tu re  o f

d ttio n a l lifesty le . Both types c o u ld  t e  '° .lhe local c l im a te  and tra- 

<mt, a n d  som e o f the cultural t ra d itin  Setn„ 'n ' he c o u n try  until pres- 

on p r iv a te  and  small-scale h o u s in g  n m L T  haVe "  S' r° n g  influence

and* ‘nC ad es usage o f local m a te r ia ls  such '" Sma“  C" ' eS an d  tow ns- 
d  w o o d , fia t roof, separation  o f  house  h *  a co m b in a tio n  o f  clay 

m u o n s , e tc . ° '  hous«  into male an d  fe m a le  a r e a l
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Many cities in T urkm en istan  were e x p a n d e d  in the 19th and e a r ly  

20th centuries o n  th e  sites o f anc ient to w n s  an d  fortresses. H o w e v e r ,  

Turkm enistan’s co n tem p o rary  a rc h ite c tu ra l landscape was m a in ly  

formed in the 2 0 th  century . Russian an d  E u ro p e an  architects a n d  e n ­

gineers laid o u t th e  m odern landscape a n d  architectural p lan n in g  fo r  

cities like A s h g a b a t ,  M a r y ,  T h r k m e n b a s h y ,  and others in the  e a r ly  

20th century. L a rg e -sc a le  investm ents in  th e  construction s e c to r  a r ­

rived in several w a v e s  in the 1930s, 1 9 5 0 s , and  1970s, as m any  p u b ­

lic and re s id e n tia l buildings were c o n s tru c te d  along with n u m e ro u s  

factories and in d u s tr ia l plants. In m o s t c a s e s ,  their a rch itec tu re  r e ­

flected a c o m b in a tio n  o f  Stalinist c la s s ic is m  and Soviet fu n c tio n a lism  

that was so m e tim e s  com bined with T u rk m e n  traditional o rn a m e n ts . In 

the 1930s m a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  and c u ltu ra l  buildings were bu ilt in  th e  

semiclassic m o n u m e n ta l style in the c a p i ta l ,  but very few s u rv iv e d  

the devastating ea rth q u ak e  of 1948 in A s h g a b a t .  In the 1960s m a n y  in ­

dustrial c en te rs  w e re  significantly e n la rg e d  and numerous fo u r-  an d  

five-story a p a r tm e n t buildings w ere b u i l t  in order to quickly r e s o lv e  

the shortage o f  dw ellings. Most o f  th e  b u ild in g s  were created  o f  red  

bricks or c o n c re te  in a solid but fa c e le ss  s ty le  (locals often c a ll th e m  

K hrushchevki— a fte r  the name o f the S o v ie t  leader who p ro m o te d  the  

building o f  m a s s  and  cheap acco m m o d atio n ).

The latest co n stru c tio n  boom c a m e  in the 1990s and th e  e a r ly  

2000s, as th e  g o v ern m en t invested h e a v ily  in large prestige p ro je c ts  

mainly in A s h g a b a t  and in som e m a jo r  c itie s  around the c o u n try . In 

an attem pt to  re d e v e lo p  city centers in  a ll m ajor urban areas, th e  g o v ­

ernment o rd e re d  construction o f  a s ig n if ic a n t  number o f m o d e rn  o f ­

fice b u ild in g s , h o te ls , departm ent s to r e s ,  numerous m o n u m e n ts  in 

honor o f  P re s id e n t  S a p a rm u ra t N iy a z o v  and various h is to ric a l p e r ­

sonalities, in  a  com position o f m a rb le ,  g la ss , and concrete. M o s t  o f  

these new  b u ild in g s  were built by  fo re ig n  contractors, e s p e c ia l ly  

from F ran ce , T u rk ey , and some o th e r  co u n trie s .

A R C H IV E S . T h e  Departm ent o f A rc h iv e s  under the M inistry  o f  E d u ­

cation, S c ie n c e  and  Culture (the S ta te  A rch iv e  Agency b e tw e e n  1992 

and 1998) re g u la te s  the activities a n d  o versees the co llec tio n s  o f  all 

major a rc h iv e s  in Turkmenistan. A s  o f  2004 the archival s y s te m  in 

T urkm enistan  consisted o f a c e n tra l  archive and a n e tw o rk  o f  

archives in w e la y a ts  (provinces), e tr a p s  (districts), and c i t ie s .  T h ey
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m a n a g e d  m ore  than 10,000 a r c h iv a l  funds, w h ich in c lu d e d  several 

m ill io n  arch iv a l en tities. O f f ic ia l ly ,  m ost of the a rc h iv e s  are  open to 

th e  p u b l ic .  However, s c h o la rs , s tu d en ts , and re se a rc h e rs  m ay face 

v a r io u s  p ro b lem s in accessin g  a rc h iv a l materials in th e  co u n try . Most 

o f  th e  sp ec ia lized  archives, s u c h  a s  the archive o f  th e  M in is try  of In­

te rn a l A ffa irs . N a tio n a l S e c u r i t y  M in is try , C o m m u n i s t  P a r ty  of 

T u r k m e n  S S R  (now D e m o c r a t i c  P a r ty  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n ) ,  and 

s o m e  o th e rs  operate under s t r ic t  s ta te  control and are  o f te n  inaccessi­

b le  to  fo re ig n  researchers.

T h e  f irs t modern arch ives w e re  established in w h a t is  now  Turk­

m e n is ta n  by the R u s s ia n  E m p i r e ’s  colonial a d m in is tra tio n . These 

a r c h iv e s  had  depositories in m a jo r  cities in T u rk m e n is ta n . T he colo­

n ia l ad m in is tra tio n  made e f fo r ts  to  system atize som e a rc h iv e s  o f the 

p re c o lo n ia l  era , but m ost o f  th e  docum ents were ta k e n  to  museums 

a n d  a rc h iv e s  in the R ussian  E m p ire . The c o n te m p o ra ry  Turkmen 

a r c h iv a l  system  was e s ta b lish e d  in the 1920s, as th e  C en tra l State 

A rc h iv e  o f  Turkm enistan w a s  e s tab lish ed  in 1920 in A s h g a b a t .  Be­

tw e e n  1929 and 1939 a rc h iv e s  w ere  established in a ll  m a jo r oblast 

c e n te r s .  In 1939 all arch ives c a m e  under the contro l o f  th e  Ministry 

o f  In te rn a l A ffairs (R ussian a b b re v ia t io n —N K V D ), b u t  in 1960 they 

w e re  tran sferred  under the c o n tro l  o f  the Council o f  M in is tr ie s  o f the 

T u r k m e n  S o v ie t S o c ia lis t R e p u b l i c  (T SSR ). D u rin g  th e  Soviet era 

th e  a rc h iv e s  were accessible to  a  very  limited n um ber o f  scho lars and 

m a n y  co llec tions were not o p e n  to  the public at all. In s te a d , the gov­

e r n m e n t  funded the p u b lic a tio n  o f  selected a rc h iv a l  m aterials. 

B e tw e e n  1960 and 2005 b e tw e e n  40  and 50 m ajor c o lle c tio n s  o f se­

le c te d  arch ival materials w e re  p u b lish ed .S ee  also  L IB R A R IE S .

A R M Y . T urkm enistan 's d e fen se  fo rces  have been d e v e lo p e d  since the 

e a r ly  1990s under a heavy in f lu e n c e  o f  the Soviet-era ex p e rie n c e  and 

w ith  so m e input from W e ste rn  m ilitary  advisers, p a r tic u la r ly  from 

T u rk e y . D uring the Soviet e r a  Turkm enistan’s m ale  c it iz e n s  o f the 

c o n s c r ip t  age of 18 were d ra f te d  into military se rv ic e . T h e  military 

s e rv ic e  w as com pulsory an d  th e  conscripts were o f te n  sen t to other 

S o v ie t  republics or Soviet m ili ta ry  bases overseas. B y  the 1990s a 

sm a ll  g ro u p  of ethnic T u rk m e n  m ilitary officers o f  1 .0 0 0  to 2.000 

p e o p le  served  all over the S o v ie t  U nion, usually at lo w -  and  middle ­

r a n k in g  levels. Most o f  th ese  p e rso n n e l returned to T u rk m en is tan  be-
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tween 1991 an d  1 9 9 3  and  formed the c o r e  o f  the com m anding m i l i ­

tary staff in T u rk m e n is ta n ’s newly c r e a te d  arm y. In 1992 the g o v ­

e r n m e n t  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  Turkm enistan d e c id e d  to establish n a tio n a l  

armed forces, ta k in g  into  consideration th e  geographic p ro x im ity  o f  

the republic to  w a r to rn  A f g h a n i s ta n  a n d  T a j ik i s t a n .

In 1992 the T u rk m e n is ta n i governm en t is su ed  an order to take  c o n ­

trol over all m ili ta ry  facilities and e q u ip m e n t o f  the Soviet A rm y  o n  

its territory. In 1 9 9 2  President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  issued a d e c r e e  

establishing th e  M in is try  o f D efense a n d  appo in ted  its first m in is te r  

o f defense. A c c o rd in g  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n is ta n  th e  

army consists o f  th e  infantry, defense a i r  fo rc e , b o r d e r  g u a r d s ,  a n d  

military tra in in g  sch o o ls . According to  th e  International In s titu te  fo r  

Strategic S tu d ie s  (L o n d o n ). T u rk m en istan  inherited from the S o v ie t  

army 900 m ain  b a ttle  tanks, 1,800 a rm o re d  com bat vehicles, 9 0 0  a r ­

tillery units, 8 0  S U -1 7  fighters, 55 M IG -2 3  fighters, and 30 M IG -2 5  

fighters.

In A ugust 1 9 9 2  President Saparm urat N iy azo v  signed a d e c re e  e s ­

tablishing the B o rd e r  Troops o f T u rk m e n is ta n . Later he signed a  s p e ­

cial bilateral t re a ty  w ith the R u s s ia n  F e d e r a t i o n ,  which r e s o lv e d  

early disputes o v e r  the status o f the R u s s ia n  officers and R ussian  b o r ­

der troops on  th e  territory of the c o u n try . A ll military o fficers , w h o  

represented m a in ly  officers of Slavic n a tio n a litie s  (Russians, U k ra in i ­

ans, etc.), w e re  g ran ted  dual c itizen sh ip  (u n d e r the Dual C itiz e n sh ip  

Treaty with R u s s ia )  and rights to tra n s f e r  to the Russian F e d e ra tio n  

within five y e a r s .  T he border gu ard s rem ain ed  under the m ili ta ry  

command a n d  co n tro l of the R ussian  Federation. T hro u g h o u t the  

1990s T u rk m en is tan  made substantial e f fo r ts  to train its own o f f ic e rs  

and to rep lace th e  departing Russian m ili ta ry  personnel with lo c a l re ­

cruits. By th e  la te  1990s locally and in te rn a tio n a lly  trained (m a in ly  in 

Russia, T u rk ey , G erm any, and som e o th e r  countries) Turkm en o ff ic e rs  

replaced m o st o f  the Russian officers in  the  army and navy.

A ccord ing  to  the  constitution, th e  p r e s i d e n t  is the c o m m a n d e r-  

in-chief an d  h a s  rig h ts  to appoint a n d  to  d ism iss the m in is te r o f  d e ­

fense and th e  N a tio n a l Security M in is try . The military d o c tr in e  is 

defined to  d e f e n d  the P e r m a n e n t  N e u t r a l i t y  P o l ic y  o f  the c o u n try .

It declared  th a t  the  country w ould n o t  jo in  any m ilitary a l l ia n c e s .  

T urkm enistan  w as  among the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f I n d e p e n d e n t  

S t a te s  (C IS )  co u n trie s , which jo in e d  the Partnership fo r  P e a c e
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(P fP )  o f  the N orth A tlan tic  T r e a ty  O rganization  (N A T O ); however, 

it re f u s e d  to participate in th e  P fP -sp o n so red  p e a c e k e e p in g  exer­

c is e s  b e tw e e n  1997 and 2 0 0 1 , T h e  repub lic refused  to  partic ipa te in 

a n y  m u lti la te ra l actions b y  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  

S t a t e s  C o l l e c t iv e  S e c u r i t y  T r e a t y ,  citing its n e u tra l i ty  policy. It 

a lso  r e fu s e d  to join o r s u p p o r t  d ire c tly  the U n ited  S ta te s - le d  war 

a g a in s t  th e  Taliban g o v e rn m e n t in A fghanistan , a l th o u g h  it opened 

its  a i r s p a c e  fo r U.S. and N A T O  hum anitarian  f l ig h ts .  T h e  Central 

In te l l ig e n c e  A gency (C IA ) e s t im a te s  the co u n try 's  m ili ta ry  expen­

d i tu r e  w a s  around U S $ 9 0  m i l l io n  in 1999. H o w e v e r ,  in January 

2 0 0 4  P re s id e n t S a p a r m u r a t  N i y a z o v  stated that th e  c o u n try  spent 

a b o u t  U S $ 2 0 0  million fo r m i l i t a r y  purposes, in c lu d in g  th e  purchase 

o f  n e w  w eaponry , tra in ing  p e r s o n n e l ,  and o ther m i l i ta r y  activities. 

Y e t, in  th e  early  2000s the m o r a le  in the army su ffe re d  fro m  chronic 

u n d e r fu n d in g ,  inadequate t r a in in g ,  and d isc ip lin a ry  p ro b lem s, in­

c lu d in g  bu lly ing . A c c o rd in g  to  the official m e d ia  reports , in 

2 0 0 3 —2 0 0 4  the governm ent b e g a n  using  conscrip ts f o r  v ario u s  non­

m i l i t a r y  p u b lic  se rv ic e s , f o r  ex a m p le , p o lice  t r a f f i c  control, 

n o n e s s e n tia l  work at p u b lic  h o sp ita ls , etc. See  a l s o  M ILITARY 

D O C T R IN E , M ILITARY F O R C E S .

A S H  ( p r o n o u n c e d  “ a - s h ”  [a a s  i n  “ a s k ” ]). 1. A re f re sh m e n t o r food, 

u s u a l ly  the term  refers to w h a te v e r  food is on the ta b le .  2 . M ain dish 

a t d in n e r  o r lunch (i.e., c h o r b a ,  p o p u la r  soup m ade o f  la m b ; g o v u r m a , 

s t ir - f r ie d  lam b meat; p o l o v , p o p u la r  dish m ade o f  r ic e ) .  S e e  a l s o  

A S H -K H A N A .

A S H A R .  S e e  HASHA R.

A S H G A B A T  (a ls o  A sh k h a b a d , A s k h a b a t  u n til  1 9 1 9 ,  a n d  P oltoratsk  

b e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 7 ) .  T h is  is the capital o f T u rk m e n is ta n , the 

la rg e s t  c ity  in the rep u b lic . T h e  city  is located in so u th e rn  Turk­

m e n is ta n ,  about 30 k ilo m e te rs  n o rth  o f  the border w ith  I r a n .  It lies in 

an  o a s is  south of the G a r a g u m  D e s e r t  and it is s i tu a te d  at the same 

la t i tu d e  as the city o f San F ra n c is c o  (U.S.A.) or A th e n s  (G reece). It 

e n c o m p a sse s  100 to 120 s q u a re  kilometers, m ost o f  it elevated 

3 0 0 - 5 0 0  meters above se a  le v e l. Its population s ta n d s  at about

7 8 9 ,0 0 0  (2003, official e s t . ) ,  u p  from  about 356 ,00  (1 9 8 6 , official
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est.), although so m e  experts argue th a t  th e  actual figure m ig h t  be 

lower. In 2 0 0 4  th e  popu lation o f  th e  c a p ita l consisted m a in ly  o f  

T u rk m e n s , T u rk s  and  Russians, but it a l s o  included s ig n ifican t c o m ­

munities o f  U k ra in ia n s , Tatars, A rm e n ia n s ,  A zerbaijanis, I r a n ia n s ,  

Kazakhs, an d  s o m e  others. A shgabat is  an  important in d u stria l a n d  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  c e n te r  in southern T u rk m e n is ta n  with light i n d u s ­

tries , m ach in e ry  fac to ries ,co n su m er g o o d s ,  and garment p ro d u c tio n . 

It also hosts s e v e ra l  large higher e d u c a t i o n  institutions, in c lu d in g  th e  

T u rk m e n  S t a t e  U n iv e r s ity  (founded  in  1950), Turkmen M e d ic a l  In ­

stitute (fo u n d ed  in 1931), Turkm en A g ric u ltu ra l  Institute ( fo u n d e d  in 

1930), and s o m e  o th ers .

A shgabat is o n e  o f  the youngest c a p ita l  c ities  in Central A s ia . I t  b e ­

gan as a sm all v illa g e  and a d m in is tra tiv e  cen te r of the area. In  1881 

it became a R u ss ia n  military and a d m in is tra tiv e  center in th e  Z a - 

Caspian o b la s t  (province). In 1885 A s h g a b a t  was connected  to  the 

strategically im p o rta n t railroad fro m  K rasnovodsk  (now T d r k m e n -  

bashy) and g re w  rapidly to about 1 3 ,0 0 0  (1891), hosting n ew  in d u s ­

tries and b u s in e s se s . After the B o lsh e v ik  Revolution o f 1917 th e  c ity  

became the B o lsh e v ik s ’ stronghold in  th is  part of Central A s ia ,  bu t 

was lost fo r n e a r ly  a year to the R u s s ia n  W hite Guards in 1 9 1 8 . A f ­

ter the b o r d e r  d e l im i t a t io n  in  1 9 2 4 —1 9 2 6  Ashgabat becam e th e  c a p ­

ital o f the n e w ly  established T u r k m e n  S o v ie t  S o c ia l is t  R e p u b l i c .  

The Soviet a u th o ritie s  invested s ig n if ic a n tly  in the d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

light and h e a v y  industries in the c ity  d u r in g  the 1930s. They re lo c a te d  

a large p o rtio n  o f  Russian w orkers to g e th e r  with several la rg e  in d u s ­

trial p lants d u r in g  World War II, m a k in g  A shgabat a leading  p o w e r ­

house. H o w e v e r , the city was c o m p le te ly  destroyed by a d e v a s ta t in g  

earthquake o n  O c to b e r 6, 1948, w h e n  m o re  than 30,000 p e o p le  d ied  

(other e s tim a te s  quo te figures up to 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ). It took nearly a  d e c a d e  

to rebuild th e  c ity  and the city go t a  n e w  boost when the G a r a g u m  

C anal b ro u g h t irrigation water to A s h g a b a t  in 1962.

During th e  S o v ie t era people o f  d if fe re n t  nationalities m o v e d  to  the 

city, in c lu d in g  a  significant n um ber o f  R ussians, U krain ians, A rm e ­

nians, and s o m e  o thers. There w ere s e r io u s  interethnic te n s io n s  in  the 

late 1980s a n d  ea rly  1990s, a lthough T urkm enistan  avoided a  m ili ta n t 

co n fron ta tion . S ince 1991 a large p ro p o r tio n  o f the Slavic a n d  non- 

Turkmen p o p u la tio n  has left the c ity , a lth o u g h  at a much s lo w e r  ra te  

than in o th e r  C en tra l Asian rep u b lic s .
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T h e  a r c h i te c tu re  o f m o d e rn  A sh g a b a t consists o f  a  co m b in a tio n  of 

S o v ie t c lassic ism , trad itional T u rk m e n  housing, and  W este rn  mod­

e rn is m . T h e  city  was g rea tly  e x p a n d e d  during the 1 9 3 0 s  (alm ost no 

b u i ld in g s  o f  that era su rv iv ed  th e  1948 earthquake) a n d  betw een the 

1 9 5 0 s a n d  1970s, and b u ild in g s  o f  that era still d o m in a te  som e parts 

o t th e  c ity . In the 1950s the  g o v e r n m e n t  introduced th e  semiclassic 

m o n u m e n ta l style. In the 1 9 6 0 s  th e  city  grew s ig n if ic a n tly , and sev­

e ra l d is tr ic ts  oi four- and f iv e - s to ry  apartm ent b u ild in g s  w ere  built of 

red  b r ic k s  o r concrete in th e  fa c e le s s  “K h ru sh ch evk i” s ty le . At the 

s a m e  tim e  w ith the arrival o f  th e  m uch needed G a ra g u m  C anal, the 

c ity  ad m in istra tio n  ordered  p la n t in g  o f  numerous tre e s  a n d  bushes.

In  th e  1990s the city  c e n te r  w a s  redesigned by F re n c h ,  Turkish, 

an d  o th e r  contractors and w a s  re b u il t  in a bright c o m p o s itio n  o f mar­

b le ,  g la s s ,  and concrete: n e w  b u ild in g s  include the C a rp e t  Museum, 

N a tio n a l  M useum  o f T u rk m e n is ta n , Four Points “A k  A lty n ” Hotel 

(1 9 9 4 ) ,  Sheraton G rand T u rk m e n  H otel (1995), G a ra  A ltyn  Hotel, 

O ly m p ic  Stadium , T u rk m e n b a sh y  Rukhyet P a lace , 118-meter-tall 

M o n u m e n t o f  Independence, In ternational A irport, s e v e ra l monu­

m e n ts  in honor of P res id en t S a p a r m u r a t  N iy az o v . D esp ite  eco­

n o m ic  difficulties in the 1 9 9 0 s  the  city remained s a f e  fo r interna­

t io n a l  to u ris ts  and its e x p a n d in g  expatriate com m unity .

A S H - K H A N A .  A traditional c a f e ,  restaurant, or te a h o u se , w h ich  serves 

n a t io n a l  dishes such as g o v u r m a , gara-chorba , p o lo v ,  ch ishkebap , 

ta m d y r la m a , green tea, and  o th e r s .  Custom arily, it a ls o  is  a place for 

s o c ia l  netw orking and c e le b ra tio n s . See also ASH .

A T A . 1 . G randfather, o ldest m a n  in the family, o r a n c e s to r . 2. Polite 

te rm  u sed  as a reference to  re s p e c te d  oldest person. 3 . T h e  w ord used 

w ith  th e  nam es of sa in ts— c e le b ra te d  patron o f a c la n ,  com m unity, 

t r ib e ,  o r  craftsm an order, e .g . ,  G ay tarm ysh-A ta—p a tro n  w ho  protects 

f ro m  m isfortune.

A T A B A Y E V , K A I G Y S Y Z  ( 1 8 8 8 - 1 9 3 7 )  (a lso  G a i g y s y z  A t a b a y e w ) .

T u rk m e n  politician and f ir s t  cha irm an  of the C o u n c il o f  People’s 

C o m m issa rs  in the T u r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o c ia lis t  R e p u b l i c  (Turkmen 

S S R ) .  B om  in 1888 K a ig y sy z  A tabayev  received a fo rm a l e d u c a t io n  

f ro m  the Tashkent teach ers’ sem in ary . He becam e a p o litic a l activist
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during the c iv il w a r  in Turkm en istan (1 9  1 8 —1920). In 1919 he jo i n e d  

the Bo lshev ik P a r ty  and  played an im p o r ta n t  role in e s ta b lis h m e n t 

of the Soviet p o w e r  in Central A sia a n d  in  the  Turkmen land. H e  a ls o  

was actively in v o lv e d  in the cam paign  a g a in s t  the B a s m a c h y  m o v e ­

m en t. In 1924 A ta b a y e v  was e lec ted  a s  ch a irm an  o f the C o u n c i l  o f  

People’s C o m m is s a rs ,  becoming the f ir s t  p rim e  minister of th e  I u ik -  

men SSR. H e s e rv e d  in this position f r o m  1924 to 1937. In th e  m id -  

1930s he w a s  ac cu sed  of a n ti-S o v ie t activities. A tab a y ev  w a s  

executed in 1 9 3 7 , bu t was rehab ilita ted  posthum ously  after th e  d e a th  

of Stalin.

A T A E V A , A K S O L T A N  ( 1 9 4 4 -  ). T u rk m e n  politician and d ip lo m a t.  

Bom in A s h g a b a t ,  A taeva graduated f ro m  the Turkmen M ed ica l In s ti ­

tute in 1968. S h e  a lso  completed the a s p ir a n tu r a  (doctorate s tu d ie s )  at 

the Institute f o r  Social Hygienic a n d  H ealth  Care M a n a g e m e n t 

(Moscow) in 1 9 8 9 , and the d o k to ra n tu ra  (fu ll doctorate s tud ies) a t the 

same institu te in  1996 (both by co rre sp o n d en c e ). Since 1968 s h e  has 

held various m an ag e ria l positions in T u rk m e n is ta n ’s health ca re  s y s te m  

specializing in  w o m e n  and m atern ity  c a re . From 1985 to 1991 she  

served as d e p u ty  m inister for public h e a lth .  From  1991 to 1994 s h e  w as 

the m inister fo r  pub lic  health. In 1994  sh e  w as appointed m in is te r  fo r 

social secu rity  an d  concurrently p re s id e n t of tr a d e  u n io n s  of T u rk ­

menistan. In  F eb ru a ry  1995 she w as ap p o in ted  the perm anent ie p re -  

sentative o f  T u rkm en istan  to the U n ite d  N ations and has serv ed  in  th is 

position fo r n e a r ly  10 years (as o f 2 0 0 4 ) ,  becom ing the longest s e rv in g  

representative o f  the republic in this p o s itio n .

A taeva p la y e d  an important ro le in  th e  shaping of the re p u b lic  s re ­

lations w ith  th e  U nited Nations a f te r  T urkm enistan s in d e p e n d e n c e , 

and she p a r tic ip a te d  in various n e g o tia tio n s  with the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and W estern  governm ents and in te rn a tio n a l institutions. S h e  h e a d e d  

the T u rk m e n is ta n  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  d e le g a tio n s  to the C airo  In te rn a ­

tional C o n fe re n c e  on Population a n d  Development (S e p te m b e r  

1994), the T o k y o  Conference o f  D e v e lo p m e n t Strategy (A p ril 19 9 6 ), 

the FA O ’s W o rld  Food Summit in R o m e  (November 1996), a n d  the 

Treaty S ig n in g  Cerem ony and M ine A c tio n  Forum in O ttaw a , C a n a d a  

(D ecem ber 1997). She has also b e e n  a  m em ber of the D e m o c r a t i c  

P a r ty  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  (since 1 9 9 2 ) and the K h a lk  M a s l a h a t y , 

Suprem e P e o p le ’s Council o f T u rk m e n is ta n  (since 1993).
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A ta e v a  ho lds the rank o f  e x tra o rd in a ry  and p le n ip o te n t ia ry  am­

b a s s a d o r .  She was aw arded s e v e ra l  o r d e r s  of T u rk m e n is ta n , includ ­

ing  th e  G urbanso ltan  E je o rd e r ,  th e  G airat m edal, a n d  th e  Love for 

M o th e r la n d  medal. She h as a u th o re d  about 100 a r t ic le s  and aca­

d e m ic  re sea rc h  papers on th e  h e a lth  care system  in T u rk m en is tan .

A T A M U R A D O V ,  B E G E N C H  ( 1 9 6 2 -  ). Turkmen p o li t ic ia n . Bom in 

the  to w n  ot A tam urat in L e b a p  w e la y a t , Begench A ta m u ra d o v  grad­

u a te d  fro m  the Voronezh L e s o te k n ik  (Forest T e c h n o lo g y )  Institute 

( R u s s i a )  in 1984. He s ta rted  h is  ca ree r as a fo restry  o ff ic e r  at the 

S u n t-K h a sa g a rd  National P a rk  in  1984. From 1989 h e  w a s  appointed 

as a  s e n io r  engineer o f  the M in is try  o f  Forestry. F ro m  1989 to 1998 

he h e ld  various m anagerial a n d  se n io r  managerial p o s i t io n s  in differ­

e n t b ra n c h e s  of the m inistry  a n d  th e  ministry a d m in is tra tiv e  appara­

tu s . In  1999 he was ap p o in ted  d e p u ty  minister for p ro te c t io n  o f nat­

u ra l re so u rc e s . From 2001 to  2 0 0 2  Atam uradov w as  h y a k im  o f the 

c ity  o f  A badan . In 2002 he w a s  appointed execu tive  d ire c to r  o f the 

In te rn a tio n a l Fund o f the P re s id e n t  o f  Turkm enistan. In  2 0 0 2  he was 

a p p o in te d  the minister to r  a g r i c u l t u r e  and c o n c u rre n tly  appointed 

d e p u ty  chairm an of the c a b in e t o f  m inisters.

A T A Y E V , A S H I R  ( 1 9 5 3 -  ) ( a l s o  A ta e v ) .  Turkmen p o l i t ic ia n .  Born in 

th e  v il la g e  o f Bagir in A k h a l  w e la y a t .  Ashir A tayev  g ra d u a te d  from 

th e  fa c u lty  of law ot the T u r k m e n  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y .  In  th e  1970s he 

w o rk e d  as an inspector and  th e n  sen io r inspector a t th e  M inistry  of 

In te rn a l  A ffairs of T u rk m e n is ta n . Between 1990 a n d  1999 he held 

s e n io r  m anagerial positions in  th e  militia (police). In  1999 he was 

a p p o in te d  head of the p o lic e  departm en t o f A s h g a b a t .  In January

2 0 0 2  he  becam e the dep u ty  m in is te r  o f internal a f f a i r s .  In January

2 0 0 3  he w as appointed the  m in is te r  o f internal a f fa i r s  an d  concur­

r e n t ly  the rector o f the p o lic e  acad em y  of T u rk m en is tan  (since De­
c e m b e r  2003).

A ta y e v  has a rank o f m a jo r-g e n e ra l and he has b e e n  aw ard ed  sev­
e ra l s ta te  orders.

A T A Y E V , R E J E P D U R D Y  ( 1 9 5 2 — ). Turkmen p o litic ia n . B o m  in the 

to w n  o f  K ara Yab in M a r y  w e la y a t . Rejepdurdy A ta y e v  graduated 

f ro m  the  Turkmen P o ly te c h n ic  Institu te in 1974. H e  s ta rte d  his ca-
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reer as an e n g in e e r  in the M in n e tte g a z s tro i  m in istry in 1 9 7 4  a n d  

gradually g re w  to  a senior m a n a g e r ia l  position  in th e  M in -  

neftegazstroi. F ro m  1985 to 1987 h e  w o rk e d  at the M ary o b l a s t  s 

C om m unist P a r t y  o f  T u rk m en  S S R  C o m m itte e . In 1988 h e  w a s  

appointed th e  s e n io r  engineer and  th e n  the head ol the  S h a t-  

lykgazstroi e n te rp r is e .  In 1993 he w a s  appo in ted  the head  o l  th e  

M ary n e fteg a sstro i en terp rise . In 1 9 9 6  A tayev  was a p p o in te d  

the deputy c h a irm a n  o f the s ta te -c o n tro l le d  concern T u rk m e n -  

neftegazstroi. In  1998 he was a p p o in te d  th e  chairm an of the c o n c e r n .  

In Septem ber 2 0 0 3  he was appo in ted  th e  m in ister tor c o n s tru c tio n ,  

transportation, a n d  com m unication a n d  concurren tly  d ep u ty  c h a i r ­

man o f the c a b in e t  o f  m inisters.

A W A R D S . S e e  O R D E R S .

-  B -

B A B A . 1. F a th er, grandfather, or an c es to r. 2 . Polite reference to  th e  re ­

spected o ld es t m em b er of an ex ten d e d  fam ily . 3. The title u s e d  w ith  

the nam es o f  m a n y  architectural m o n u m e n ts  o r holy places u s u a lly  re ­

lated to re sp e c te d  historical or le g e n d a ry  persons, a k h u n s ,  le a d e r s  ot 

the S u f i  b ro th e rh o o d s , or a celebrated  p a tro n  o f  a clan, c o m m u n ity , o r 

tribe (e.g ., Id r is  B aba m edrese). 4 . S a in t  o r  patron, e.g ., Z e n g ib a b a  

saint o f c a ttle , M u sab ab a—saint o f  s h e e p ,  etc.

B A G S H Y  ( p r o n o u n c e d  “ b a g ’s h y ” ; a l s o  B a k sh i). A  p ro fe s s io n a l  

singer and  b a r d  w ho  devotes h is  e n t i r e  life to m e m o iiz in g  and  

reciting th e  tra d it io n a l  Turkm en e p i c s ,  such  as G orgut A t a ,  G o r o -  

gly  (G e ro g ly ) , an d  others. The e p ic s  a n d  dessans  are o ften  a c c o m ­

panied by  d u t a r .  B agshys  alw ays e n jo y e d  an honorable a n d  in f lu ­

ential p o s i t io n  in Turkmen s o c ie ty ,  as they were c o n s id e r e d  

im portant g u a rd ia n s  o f the T u rk m en  c u ltu re  and tiad ition . T h e y  o f ­

ten had g re a t  in flu en ce  over trib a l a n d  m ilitary  leaders a n d  v o ic e d  

concerns a n d  g rievances o f o rd in a ry  p eo p le . Since 1991 th e  T u rk ­

m enistan! g o v e r n m e n t  has p ro m o te d  an d  supported the r e v iv a l  of 

the n a tio n a l m u s ic a l traditions, a n d  b a g s h y s  have re ce iv ed  g re a te i  

atten tion .
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B A I .  1. R ic h  person; so m etim es u s e d  together w ith a p e r s o n ’s name to 

sh o w  re s p e c t (i.e ., S erdar-bai). 2 .  T h e  term  refers to r ic h  an d  influen­

tial c o m m u n ity  leaders a m o n g  v a r io u s  Central A s ia n  people and 

a m o n g  T u r k m e n  t r ib e s  in p re -S o v ie t  society. 3. In th e  T saris t colo­

n ial a d m in is tra tio n  it re fe rred  to  n a tiv e  heads o f local adm inistration  

o r to  la n d lo rd s .

B A L K A N A B A T  ( a l s o  B a l k a n a b a d ; f o r m e r ly  N e b i t - D a g  o r  

N e b i td a g ). Balkanabat (th en  N e b it-D a g )  was g ran ted  th e  status of 

c ity  in  1946 and it becam e th e  c e n te r  o f  the B a lk a n  w e la y a t  (then 

o b la s t ) in 1991. A city on th e  c ro s s ro a d s  from T u r k m e n b a s h y  (for­

m e r ly  K rasnovodsk) seaport to  A s h g a b a t ,  B alkanabat is located in 

w e s te rn  T urkm enistan, ab o u t 4 0 0  kilom eters n o rth w est o f  Ashgabat. 

Its p o p u la tio n  stood at a b o u t 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  (2004, o ffic ia l e s t . ) ,  up from 

a b o u t 8 1 ,0 0 0  (1985, offic ia l e s t . ) ,  consisting m ainly o f  T u r k m e n s . 

R u s s ia n s ,  K azakhs, and so m e  o th e rs .  It is an im p o rtan t r a i l w a y  and 

o i l -p ro c e s s in g  center in w e s te rn  Turkm enistan. T h e r e  are oil­

p ro c e s s in g  plants, m echanical a n d  spare parts p lants, th e  B alkanabat- 

A lia b a d  p o w er transm ission l in e ,  e d u c a t io n a l  in s titu tio n s , l ib r a r ie s , 

p o s t o f f ic e s ,  hotels, the h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  the w elaya t s e c u r i ty  forces, 

an d  p o l i c e ,  etc.

A  sm a ll railw ay station h a s  e x is te d  on the site o f  B a lk a n a b a t since 

th e  la te  19th century. D uring  th e  S o v ie t era it grew, b e c o m in g  an im­

p o r ta n t  ra ilw ay  center o f the  K ra sn o v o d sk  district an d  th e n  oblast. Its 

im p o r ta n c e  was enhanced b y  th e  discovery and d e v e lo p m e n t o f oil 

a n d  g a s  fie lds in close p ro x im ity  to the city. In the la te  1980s and 

e a r ly  1990s the city e x p e rie n c e d  v isib le decay and m a s s  em igration 

o f  s k i l le d  workers due to th e  e c o n o m ic  recession and  a  s te e p  decline 

in in v e s tm e n ts . How ever, B a lk a n a b a t has received la rg e  inflow s of 

g o v e r n m e n t  subsidies and  in v e s tm e n ts  since the m id -1 9 9 0 s  for re­

b u i ld in g  its infrastructure, e s p e c ia l ly  its t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  com m uni­

c a t io n s ,  and  oil-and g a s -re la te d  facilities. In 1997 th e  N eb itch i, the 

f irs t  W estern-sty le  four-star h o te l ,  w as constructed in th e  city .

B A L K A N  W E L A Y A T . T he la rg e s t  w e la y a t  in term s o f  te rr ito ry  and 

th e  sm a lle s t  in terms o f p o p u l a t i o n  in Turkm enistan, lo c a te d  in the 

w e s te rn  part o f the repub lic , b o rd e re d  by A k h a l w e la y a t  in  the east, 

D a s h o g u z  w elayat in the n o r th e a s t,  U z b e k is ta n  and  K a z a k h s t a n  in
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the north, the C a s p i a n  S e a  in the e a s t, a n d  I r a n  in the sou th . B a lk a n  

(then K rasn o v o d sk  o b la s t )  was e s ta b lis h e d  in 1952, and re o rg a n iz e d  

in 1955 and 1 9 7 3 . B alkan  w elaya l c o n s is ts  o f  s ix  etraps. T he w e l a y a t  

has a total a re a  o f  ab o u t 138,500 s q u a re  k ilom e ters, or o v er 2 8  p e r ­

cent o f T u rk m e n is ta n ’s territory. I ts  p o p u la tio n  stood at a b o u t

450,000 in 2 0 0 4  (governm ent est.), u p  f r o m  about 341,000 in 1 9 8 5 , 

or 9 percent o f  th e  coun try’s p o p u la tio n . B alkan  is a re la tiv e ly  h o ­

mogeneous w e l a y a t  in terms o f e thn ic  c o m p o s itio n , and it c o n s is ts  o f  

T u r k m e n s , U z b e k s ,  Russians, K a z a k h s , T a ta rs , and som e o th e rs .  T h e  

majority o f th e  p e o p le  (70 percent) l iv e  in  urban areas. D u r in g  th e  

early 1990s a  s ig n if ic a n t number o f  s k i l le d  w orkers o f S lavic  n a t io n ­

alities left the  w e la y a t  permanently o r  tem p o ra rily  in search  o f  jo b s ;  

however, w ith  th e  g a s  and o il boom  th e r e  w ere  many new a r r iv a ls .  In 

2001 the b irth  r a te  stood at about 17 b i r th s  p e r 1.000. one o f  th e  lo w ­

est birth ra tes in  th e  republic.

Oil and g as  e x tra c tio n , a g r ic u l t u r e ,  a n d  m in in g  are the m a jo r  s e c ­

tors o f B a lk a n ’s econom y. During th e  S o v ie t  era the w e la y a t  s p e c ia l ­

ized in su lfa te  m in in g  in G arabogazgol ( th e  oldest field in th e  r e p u b ­

lic), o il, an d  g a s  extraction. T he a g r ic u ltu ra l  sector is th e  le a s t 

diversified a n d  in c lu d es  animal h u s b a n d ry  and limited grain  a n d  fru it 

production. F is h in g  and fish p ro cess in g  a lso  play an im portan t ro le  in 

the p ro v in ce’s e c o n o m y .  A sizable p a r t  o f  the w elayat suffers f ro m  a 

permanent s h o r ta g e  o f  drinking w a te r  a n d  is extremely in h o sp ita b le  

for hum an l iv in g  and comm ercial a g r ic u ltu re .  The w ela ya t  a ls o  fa c e s  

significant en v iro n m en ta l p ro b lem s, in c lu d in g  dese rtifica tion  and  

salinization o f  lan d . Recreational a n d  ad v en tu re  to u r is m  is a  g ro w ­

ing sector o f  th e  province’s eco n o m y  a n d  is mainly based o n  r e c re ­

ational fa c il it ie s  o f  the Caspian S ea  c o a s tl in e .

The w e l a y a t  received  significant a t te n tio n  in the 1990s, a s  it b e ­

came one o f  th e  m ajor g a s-p ro d u c in g  cen ters not only f o r  T u rk ­

m enistan b u t  a ls o  fo r the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s .  

With the c o m p le tio n  of a gas p i p e l i n e  to  Iran, Balkan w e l a y a t  b e ­

came T u rk m e n is ta n ’s major e x p o r te r  o f  gas to Iran. A c c o rd in g  to  

the T u rk m e n is ta n i g o v e r n m e n t  th e  w e la y a t  has sign ifican t o i l  an d  

gas p o te n tia l , espec ia lly  at its C a s p ia n  S ea  offshore zone. A c c o r d ­

ing to o f f ic ia l  estim ates in 2003 th e  w e la y a t  produced 1.9 b i l lio n  

kilow atts o f  e lec tric ity , 18.7 m illio n  to n s  o f  oil. 19.5 b il lio n  c u b ic  

m eters o f  g a s ,  9 1 ,3 0 0  square m eters  o f  ca rp e ts , etc. In the la te  1990s
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th e  T u rk m e n is ta n ! g o v e rn m e n t in v es ted  heavily in b u ild in g  a net­

w o rk  o f  m o d em  W e s te rn -s ty le  h o te ls  in m ajor c i t i e s  and recre­

a t io n a l  a re a s  in the w e la y a t. H o w e v e r ,  the in te rn a tio n a l potential of 

th is  s e c to r  w as underm ined  b y  r ig o ro u s  visa re s tr ic t io n s  fo r foreign 

c i t i z e n s  th a t were in tro d u ced  in  2 0 0 2 .

Im p o r ta n t  historical and to u r i s t  s ites include the ru in s  o f  D e k h is -  

t a n ’s  c it ie s ,  Shir-K abir m o s q u e  (a lso  called M a sh a t-A ta ) , an ancient 

c e m e te ry  (dated  about the n in th  to  12th centuries a .d .), the minaret 

A b u  J a f a r  A khm ad (dated a b o u t  th e  11th century), a n d  so m e others.

B A N K I N G .  Throughout the 1 9 9 0 s  Turkm enistan w as re lu c ta n t to lib­

e r a l iz e  its banking sector. T h e r e fo r e  as o f 2004 p ra c t ic a l ly  all banks 

o p e ra te  u n d er strict g o v e r n m e n t  contro l. The b a n k in g  system  law 

w a s  in tro d u ce d  in 1992 an d  it a llo w e d  the operation  o f  independent 

c o m m e rc ia l  banks. The b a n k in g  regu la tions require re g is tra tio n  of all 

c o m m e rc ia l  banks with th e  s ta te -co n tro lled  C entral B a n k  o f  Turk­

m e n is ta n ,  w hich awards th e m  a  g en e ra l license and p e rm is s io n  to op­

e r a te  w ith  hard currency. B y  la te  1990 several state  b a n k s  and their 

b ra n c h e s  w ere privatized a n d  com m ercialized . M o s t o f  the banks 

o p e n e d  corresponding a c c o u n ts  w ith  foreign b an k s . B y  the early 

2 0 0 0 s  th ey  operated w ith m o s t  o f  the Western c u r re n c ie s ,  traveler's 

c h e c k s ,  and  internationally re c o g n iz e d  credit cards, s u c h  as V isa and 

M a s te rC a rd . However, the m anat. the local c u rren c y , is  not freely 

c o n v e r t ib le  (as of 2004) an d  lo c a l  and  foreign c itizens e x p e rien ce  dif­

f ic u l ty  chang ing  their c u rre n c y  a t the banks.

T h e r e  are two types o f  b a n k s  in the country: s ta te  com m ercial 

b a n k s  an d  jo in t stock o p e n -e n d  com m ercial banks. T h e  b ank ing  sec­

to r , h o w e v e r, proved to be w e a k  as the republic e x p e r ie n c e d  a steep 

e c o n o m ic  recession and d e c lin e  o f  living s tan d ard s. A dditionally , 

p e o p le  preferred to keep th e i r  sav ings in U.S. d o lla rs  outside the 

b a n k in g  system , as they fa c e d  v e ry  high inflation ra te s  th ro u g h o u t the 

1 9 9 0 s . T h e  official ex ch an g e  ra te  fo r foreign cu rrency  re m a in s  under 

s t r ic t  governm ent contro l. T h e  o ffic ia l exchange ra te  fo r  the manat 

w a s  significan tly  higher th a n  in the black m arket th ro u g h o u t the 

1 9 9 0 s . In this environm ent a  v ib ran t black m ark e t em erg ed . By 

1 9 9 9 -2 0 0 0  the total n u m b er o f  com m ercial banks w a s  re d u ced  from 

6 9  to  13, mainly through a c q u is it io n s  and closures. In  2 0 0 0 , for ex ­

a m p le ,  the Obabank, a jo in t s to c k  com mercial bank , w a s  closed .
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As o f 2001 th e re  w ere 13 co m m e rc ia l b an k s . The state c o n tro l le d  

banks are the T u rk m e n  V n esh eco n o m b an k  (capitalization $ 2 4 .6  m il ­

lion), H a lk b an k  (sav in g s bank), T u rk m e n is ta n b a n k , T u rk m e n b a sh y -  

Bank (c a p ita liz a tio n  $6.5 m illion), a n d  D aykhanbank (as o f  2 0 0 3 ) .  

The joint s to c k  com m ercial banks a re  th e  Senagat Bank (c a p i ta l iz a ­

tion $2.1 m il l io n ) ,  G arashsyzlyk B a n k  (cap italization  $2.2 m il l io n ) ,  

and G aragum  B a n k . The T u r k m e n - R u s s ia n  Kreditbank and T u rk m e n -  

Turkish ban k  a r e  jo in t stock banks w i th  foreign p artic ip a tio n . O n e  

Pakistani a n d  o n e  I r a n ia n  bank h a v e  a  status of foreign b a n k s  in 

Turkm enistan. In  200 0  the P re s id en tb an k  w as established w ith  a  p r i ­

mary goal o f  o ffe r in g  credit to sm all- a n d  m edium -scale c o m m e rc ia l  

projects.

B A S M A C H Y  M O V E M E N T  ( s i n g u l a r  B a s m a c h — “ b a n d i t ,”  “ r o b ­

b er” ) . T he n a m e  used  by Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  to describe a p o p u la r  p o ­

litical and m ili ta ry  opposition to th e  estab lish m en t o f S o v ie t ru le  in 

Central A sia  in  the  1920s and 1930s.

The B a sm a c h y  em erged as a p o p u la r  m ovem ent in re sp o n se  to  the 

Bolshevik R e v o lu tio n  in 1 9 1 7 -1 9 1 8 , a lth o u g h  some arm ed  g ro u p s  

had ac ted  a g a in s t  the R u s s ia n  E m p i r e  ad m in istra tio n  s in c e  

1915-1916. G ra d u a lly  the co n fro n ta tio n  betw een the S ovie t a u th o r i ­

ties and lo ca l po litica l groups e s c a la te d ,  and by 1918-1919 v a r io u s  

political g ro u p s  and influential t r i b a l  a n d  communal leaders h a d  o r ­

ganized a rm e d  resistance in v a rio u s  p a r ts  o f  the region. T h e  B a s ­

machy w ere  particu la rly  active in th e  K h i v a  K h a n a te  b e tw e e n  1918 

and 1922. T h e i r  ideological su p p o rt c a m e  largely from su c h  n a tiv e  

political m o v e m e n ts  as Shura-i-Islam  a n d  Shura-i-U lem a a n d  th e  n a ­

tionalist e l i te  o f  the B u k h a r a  E m i r a t e ,  although the B asm ach y  co u ld  

never fo rm a lly  unify . They also r e c e iv e d  substantial backing  f ro m  the 

an ti-B o lsh ev ik  R ussian forces (R u ss ia n  W hite Guards) and a lle g e d ly  

from the B r i t is h  military forces le d  b y  general W ilf r e d  M a l l e s o n .  

The T u rk m en  land became the o n ly  a r e a  in Central A sia d i r e c t ly  o c ­

cupied by B r it is h  troops between 1 9 1 8  and  1919. At its p eak  th e  B as ­

machy m o v e m e n t in Turkm enistan te rr ito ry  represented a  p o w e rfu l 

m ilitary fo r c e  o f  between 20,000 a n d  3 0 ,0 0 0  people. The m o v e m e n t 

lasted u n til 1 9 2 9 -1 9 3 2 .

In T u rk m e n is ta n  the most p ro m in e n t Basmachy group w a s  led  by 

J u n a i d - K h a n  (D zunaid-K han), a  ta le n te d  military c o m m a n d e r  w ho
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e s ta b lis h e d  h is base in the K h iv a  K h an a te  in early 1 9 1 8 . H e received 

su b s ta n tia l  assistance from  th e  R u ss ia n  White G u a rd s , B ritish and 

T u rk ish  governm ents and e s ta b l i s h e d  capable m ilitary  fo r c e s .  He also 

b e n e f i te d  from  the presence o f  th e  B ritish troops in th e  territory of 

Z a c a s p i a n  o b la st from 1918 to  1919. However, in e a r ly  1920 the 

R ed  A rm y  led by M ik h a il  F r u n z e  defeated  the K hiva K h a n a te  troops 

an d  e s ta b lis h e d  control o v er K h iv a .  Junaid-K han m a n a g e d  to escape 

w ith  a ro u n d  1,000 to 1,500 s u p p o r te r s .  In 1924 the B a sm a c h y , led by 

J u n a id -K h a n , organized a la rg e  u p ris in g  in the K h iv a  K h an a te , but 

th ey  w e re  defeated. The m o v e m e n t  n ever recovered f ro m  th is defeat, 

a l th o u g h  occasionally it a t te m p te d  to launch m ajor o f fe n s iv e  attacks 

in v a r io u s  p arts  of Central A s ia  f ro m  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  I r a n .  In 1925 

J u n a id -K h a n  formally en d ed  h is  opposition  to the S o v ie t  authorities 

an d  o p te d  to remain in T u rk m e n is ta n . However, a f te r  a  series of 

c la s h e s  w ith  the Red A rm y Ju n a id -K h a n  and his c lo s e  supporters 

w e re  d e fe a te d  again and re tr e a te d  to  A fghanistan.

A f te r  th is  m ajor setback th e  m ovem en t lost m ost o f  its  spiritual 

le a d e rs h ip  and gradually d e g e n e ra te d  into small u n c o n n e c te d  groups 

o f  f ig h te rs .  They continued r e g u la r  assaults aga inst th e  S ovie t ad­

m in is tra tio n , major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and com m unication  lin es , killing 

s u p p o r te rs  o f  the Soviet re g im e  a n d  destroying crops. In  o rd e r  to con ­

ta in  B a s m a c h y ’s military s u p p ly  the  Soviet au th o ritie s  im posed  an 

“ i r o n  c u r t a i n "  on the b o rd e rs  w ith  Afghanistan and I r a n  in the late 

1 9 2 0 s . A t the same time a re d is tr ib u tio n  of land and im p ro v em en t of 

l iv in g  s tan d ard s  combined w ith  rep ressio n  against B a s m a c h y  sym pa­

th iz e r s  underm ined the m o v e m e n t’s support base in th e  re g io n . Dur­

ing  th e  c o l le c t iv i z a t io n  c a m p a ig n  (1929-1932) and  W o rld  W ar II 

(1 9 3 9 -1 9 4 5 )  the Basm achy a t te m p te d  to revive th e ir a tta c k s  in So­

v ie t C e n tra l  A sia, but w ere d e f e a te d  again.

In  th e  post-Soviet era th e re  w e re  attem pts to rev ise  th e  history of 

th e  c iv i l  w ar in T urkm enistan a n d  the role of the B a sm a c h y  m ove ­

m e n t th e re . However, this is su e  p ro v e d  to be politica lly  sen s itiv e  and 

the  id e a  o f  revision did not fu l ly  m aterialize.

B A T Y R . 1. W arrior, strong m a n , h e ro . 2. The term re fe rs  to  a  profes ­

s io n a l w a rrio r or com m ander a m o n g  T urkm ens, e q u iv a le n t to the 

k n ig h ts  in Europe. To b ec o m e  a  b a ty r  a person sh o u ld  p o ssess  ex ­

c e p tio n a l  m ilitary skills an d  c a p a b ilit ie s  or be bom  in to  a  fam ily  of
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batyr, though in th e  la tter case the s ta tu s  o f  b a ty r  was not g iv e n  a u ­

tomatically. 3 . P ro fe ss io n a l w arriors in  th e  serv ice  o f t r i b a l  le a d e r s .  

In present-day T u rk m en is tan , the e x p re s s io n  is often used as a c h e e r ­

ful reference to a  b o y  o r young m an.

B E G  (a lso  b e k ) .  1 . T h e  title used to re fe r  to  the  t r ib a l  leader in T u r k ic  

society. 2. T he t i t le  used in the m e d iev a l e r a  to refer to the t r ib a l  a n d  

local ad m in is tra tio n  leader in the k h a n ’s  (k in g ) service. 3. In T u r k ­

menistan the t i t le  is som etim es used w i th  th e  nam e o f a m ale p e r s o n  

to highlight h is  h o n o ra ry  position in s o c ie ty  (Sapar-beg), e q u iv a le n t  

to master o r  s ir .

B E G L IK  ( a l s o  b e k l i k ) .  A sem i-independen t principality e s ta b lish e d  by 

a powerful w a r lo rd  o r given as rew ard  f o r  service by k h a n s  a n d  s u l ­

tans. Several p o w e rfu l begliks were e s ta b lis h e d  by the T urkm en  t r i b a l  

leaders in the  M id d le  East and in A n a to lia  between the 10th a n d  13th 

centuries. T h e y  ca rried  on num erous w a r s  against the B y zan tin e  E m ­

pire and u ltim a te ly  contributed to the  d e m is e  o f  Byzantium .

B E R D Y E V , A T A M U R A D  ( 1 9 6 4 -  ) ( a l s o  A t a m u r a t  B e r d i e w ) .  T u rk ­

men p o litic ian . B orn  in the v illage o f  M uradov in M a r y  w e l a y a t ,  

Atamurad B e rd y e v  graduated from  th e  M oscow Energy In s t i tu te  

( R u s s ia )  in 1 9 9 0 . From  1990 to 1994 h e  held  various p o sitio n s  a t  o n e  

of the largest en te rp rises  in his w e la y a t,  the  M ary Pow er G e n e ra t in g  

Plant. From  1 9 9 4  to 1999 he was th e  ch a irm an  of the p riv a te  e n te r ­

prise Sham ir. F ro m  1999 to 2002 h e  h e ld  various m an ag eria l p o s i ­

tions in the  A b a d a n  Power G en era tin g  P lan t and rose to the p o s it io n  

of plant d ire c to r . In early 2002 he w a s  appointed as the d i r e c to r  o f  

Mary P o w er G en era tin g  Plant. In N o v e m b e r  2002 B erdyev b e c a m e  

m inister o f  e n e rg y  and industry.

B O R D E R  D E L I M I T A T I O N  I N  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6 .  A program o f  th e  S o v ie t 

governm ent to  d iv id e  the e thn ica lly  d iv e rse  B u k h a r a  P e o p l e ’s  S o ­

v i e t  R e p u b l i c  ( B P S R ) ,  K h o r e z m  P e o p l e ’s S o v ie t  R e p u b l i c  

( K P S R ) ,  a n d  T b r k is t a n  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic  ( T S S R )  into 

several n a t io n a l  entities. These n a tio n -s ta te  entities w ere  c re a te d  

along a re la t iv e ly  vague ethnic l in e ,  as  the Soviet lead ers  b o th  in 

M oscow  a n d  in the region re je c ted  th e  idea of creating a  C e n tra l
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A s ia n  fe d e ra tio n  or p an -T u rk ic  re p u b lic . Prior to th e  s ta te  delim ita ­

t io n  th e  T u r k m e n  A u t o n o m o u s  O b la s t  (TAO) w as  e s tab lish ed  in 

1 9 2 1 . In  1924 a special c o m m is s io n  consisting o f  h ig h -ra n k in g  offi­

c ia ls  o f  th e  C entral Soviet g o v e rn m e n t ,  rep resen ta tives o f  the TSSR, 

and  lo c a l  offic ia ls from  th e  T u rk m e n  A utonom ous O b la s t  estab ­

l is h e d  th e  bo rders with K a z a k h s t a n  and U z b e k i s t a n .

D u r in g  the  delim itation  p r o c e s s  T urkm enistan r e c e iv e d  m ost of 

th e  te r r i to r y  o f  the fo rm e r Z a c a s p i a n  ob last a n d  th e  western 

p r o v in c e s  o f  BPSR and K P S R . It to o k , how ever, a lm o s t  tw o years 

f ro m  1 9 2 4  to  1926 before th e  te r r i to r ia l  delim itation  w a s  com pleted 

in e th n ic a l ly  m ixed areas. In s o m e  cases the bo rder l in e s  in the eth­

n ic a l ly  m ix e d  areas w ere se t  a rb itra r i ly ,  as there w e re  n o  c lea r cri­

te r ia  f o r  d eterm in ing  the b o rd e r s  b e tw een  the re p u b lic s ,  an d  the De­

l im i ta t io n  C om m ission  u sed  v a r io u s  m easures, p r im a r i ly  focusing 

on  e th n ic  an d  language id e n t i t ie s .  T h ese  borders d id  n o t  p lay  pass­

p o rt o r  c u s to m  control ro les  a n d  had  no political o r  e c o n o m ic  sig ­

n i f ic a n c e  un til the late 1980s. H o w e v e r ,  the d iffe ren c es  in econom ic 

p o lic y  ap p ro a c h  and e c o n o m ic  p o ten tia ls  am ong th e  C e n tra l  Asian 

r e p u b l ic s  in the  late 1980s a n d  th e  disin tegration  o f  th e  U n io n  o f the 

S o v ie t  S o c ia lis t  Republics ( U S S R )  created a basis fo r  b u ild in g  bor­

d e r  b a r r ie r s  fo r trade and t r a v e l .  S ee  also  B O R D E R  D E L IM IT A ­

T IO N  IN  T H E  1990s.

B O R D E R  D E L I M I T A T I O N  I N  T H E  1 9 9 0 s . A d e c a d e - lo n g  process 

o f  c la r i f y in g  borders with n e ig h b o r in g  Central A sian c o u n tr ie s  in or­

d e r  to  s e ttle  all border d is p u te s .  T u r k m e n is ta n  in h e r i te d  from  the 

S o v ie t  p a s t  h ighly disputed b o rd e r s  w ith  practically a ll i ts  neighbors, 

w h ic h  b e c a m e  a major bone o f  co n ten tio n  in po litica l re la tio n s , es­

p e c ia l ly  w ith  Azerbaijan an d  U z b e k i s t a n .  The m ost im p o rta n t ne­

g o t ia t io n s  on  the T u rk m en is tan ’s  land  border d e lim ita tio n  w ere  held 

w ith  K a z a k h s ta n  and U z b e k is ta n . T here  were also in te n s iv e  negoti ­

a t io n s  w ith  K a z a k h s ta n .  R u s s i a ,  A zerbaijan, and I r a n  o n  delim ita ­

t io n  o f  th e  C a s p ia n  seabed . U n lik e  the neighboring C e n tra l  Asian 

R e p u b l ic s ,  w hich resolved th e  d ifferences within th e  m ultila teral 

f r a m e w o rk  o f  the S h an g h a i C oo p era tio n  O rg a n iz a t io n ,  T urk ­

m e n is ta n  decided  to focus o n  b ila te ra l negotiations. B y  the early 

2 0 0 0 s  A s h g a b a t  finalized d iffe re n c e s  and o ffic ia lly  s ig n ed  the 

a g re e m e n t  on  border d e lim ita tio n  w ith Astana and T a s h k e n t.  H ow ­
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ever, in 2001 th e  ten s io n s  betw een A z e rb a i ja n  and T u rk m e n is ta n  

erupted over th e  d isp u ted  K yapaz a n d  S e rd a r oil fie lds in  th e  

Caspian Sea, a n d  th ese  d isagreem en ts le d  to  po litical and m i l i t a r y  

confrontations b e tw e e n  the two c o u n tr ie s .  S e e  also  B O R D E R  D E ­

LIMITATION IN  1924-1926 .

B O R D E R  G U A R D S  ( a l s o  s e r h e t  g o s h u n la r y  in  T t i r k m e n ,  

pogranvoiska  i n  R u s s i a n ) .  Until 1992 T u rk m en istan 's  e x te rn a l b o r ­

ders with A f g h a n i s t a n  and I r a n  w ere  g u a rd e d  exclusively by  S o v ie t  

border guards u n d e r  centralized S o v ie t co n tro l from M o sco w . T h e  

situation c h a n g e d  w ith  disin tegration o f  th e  U n ion o f the S o v ie t  S o ­

cialist R ep u b lics  (U S S R ) in D e c e m b e r  1991. Turkm en istan e s t a b ­

lished its B o rd e r  G u a rd s  force in 1992 , a lth o u g h  due to fin an c ia l c o n ­

straints and a b s e n c e  o f  border g u a rd in g  ex p e rien ce  it relied la rg e ly  on  

Russian a s s is ta n c e . In 1992 T u rk m e n is ta n  and R u s s ia  s ig n e d  an 

agreement th a t se ttled  the issue o f  re sp o n s ib il i ty  for g u ard in g  T u r k ­

m enistan's 1 ,750-k ilom eter-long  b o rd e rs  w ith  Afghanistan a n d  Ira n . 

According to th e  agreem ent, R ussia  a n d  Turkm enistan jo in t ly  c o n ­

trolled and  f in a n c e d  the b o rd e r t r o o p s  on the b o rd e rs  w ith  

Afghanistan a n d  Iran . Russia also p ro v id e d  training to the T u rk m e n  

personnel an d  o ff ic e rs . Turkm enistan re lie d  heavily on the R u s s ia n s  

in acquiring b o rd e r  control eq u ip m en t a n d  am m unition. In e x c h a n g e  

Turkm enistan s ig n ed  the D u a l C i t i z e n s h i p  T r e a ty  w ith M o s c o w , 

granting d ual c itiz en sh ip  to the R u ss ia n  b o rd e r guards and th e i r  fa m ­

ilies in 1993. F o rm ally , the border g u a r d s  cam e under jo in t R u s s ia n -  

Turkm enistan co m m an d . In the m e a n tim e , Turkm enistan a s s u m e d  re ­

sponsibilities fo r  guarding its b o rd e rs  w ith  neighboring K a z a k h s t a n  

and U z b e k i s t a n .  In the late 1990s th e  Turkm enistan! g o v e rn m e n t d e ­

cided to tak e  fu ll control of the c o u n try 's  borders. After a s e r ie s  o f  ne ­

gotiations w ith  R ussia , T urkm enistan  replaced  the R ussian  b o rd e r  

guards w ith  T u rk m e n  border guards in 1999.

Turkey a n d  som e North A tlan tic  T rea ty  Organization (N A T O ) 

countries a ls o  p rov ided  equipm ent a n d  lim ited training fo r th e  T u rk ­

men B order G u a rd s . The U n ited  S t a t e s  transferred som e e q u ip m e n t 

and a p a tro l b o a t to the T urkm en istan ! border guards in th e  ea rly  

2000s. In 200 1  there were reports th a t  the Turkm enistan! g o v e r n ­

m e n t w as n eg o tia tin g  the purchase o f  20  new  patrol boats f r o m  the 

Ukraine (to  b e  delivered within fiv e  to  six  years).
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T h e  situation ch an g ed , h o w e v e r ,  after the b e g in n in g  o f  the United 

S ta te s - le d  war against th e  T a lib a n  regime in A fg h a n is ta n  and the as ­

s a s s in a tio n  attempt on th e  l i f e  o f  President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  in 

2 0 0 2 .  In 2002-2003 the  B o r d e r  G uards enforced  a  tig h t control on 

th e  b o rd e rs , including th o s e  w ith  K azakhstan an d  U z b ek is ta n . As o f 

2 0 0 4  the main personnel o f  T u rkm en istan ’s b o rd e r  gu ard s reached 

a b o u t  5 ,000 . The border g u a r d s  are  equipped m a in ly  w ith  light arms, 

n ig h t  v ision  equipm ent, s m a l l  arm ored  carriers, a n d  patro l boats (to 

g u a r d  coasta l borders in th e  C a s p i a n  S e a ) .  N e v e rth e le ss , many ex ­

p e r ts  a rg u ed  that the b o rd e r g u a rd s  could not e f fe c tiv e ly  seal the bor­

d e r s  w ith  Afghanistan, an d  th a t  Turkm enistan b e c a m e  one o f  the im ­

p o r ta n t  transit routes fo r i l l ic i t  d r u g s  from A fg h a n is ta n  to Russia, 

w e s te rn  Europe, and the U n i te d  S ta tes.

B U K H A R A  E M IR A T E  ( o f f i c ia l  n a m e  B ukhoro  A m ir l ig i  o r  B ukhoro  

[ B u k h a r a ]  E m ira te ) . A C e n tra l  A sian feudal state w ith  its center in 

B u k h a ra  (present-day U z b e k i s t a n ) .  The em irate w a s  established in 

1 5 5 7  by  a k h a n  from the S h e y b a n i  family, after the d e fe a t  and disinte­

g ra tio n  o f  the Timurid state. A t its  zenith the state c o n tro lle d  vast teni- 

to r ie s  o f  contem porary C e n t r a l  A sia, Persia ( n o w  I r a n ) ,  and 

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  including the  p a r t  o f  the territory p o p u la ted  by Turkmen 

t r i b e s .  In 1753 a khan from  th e  U zbek  tribal dynasty  M a n g y t captured 

B u k h a ra , but his successors e x h a u s te d  the em irate’s a rm y  in a series of 

w a rs  w ith  Afghanistan, Iran , a n d  the neighboring C e n tra l A sian states.

T h e  R u s s ia n  E m p ir e  d e fe a te d  M uzzafar Khan, then  the  ruler of the 

B u k h a ra  Em irate, in a series o f  ba ttles  in the 1860s. In 1868 the emirate 

b e c a m e  a Russian protectorate, m aintaining autonom y in internal affairs 

b u t su rrendering  its foreign p o lic y . In 1920 Sayyid A lim  K han , the last 

ru le r  o f  the emirate, was o v e r th ro w n  and escaped to A fg h a n is ta n , where 

he h e a d e d  som e Basmachy g ro u p s . The B u k h a r a  P e o p l e ’s  S o v ie t  R e ­

p u b l i c  ex isted  between 1920 a n d  1924. The territory o f  the Bukhara 

w as  d iv id ed  between U zb ek is tan , T a j ik is ta n , and T u rk m en istan  during 

the b o r d e r  d e lim ita t io n  in  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6 .

B U K H A R A  K H A N A T E . S e e  B U K H A R A  E M IR A T E .

B U K H A R A  P E O P L E ’S  S O V I E T  R E P U B L I C  ( B P S R )  (B u kh o ro  

K h a lq  S o v e t R espub likasi i n  T u r k m e n ) .  The re p u b lic  ex isted  be-
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tween O c to b e r 1 9 2 0  and Septem ber 1 9 2 4 . T h e  Bukhara P e o p le ’s S o ­

viet R epub lic w a s  officially  founded in  O c to b e r  1920 w ith its c e n te r  

in the city o f  B u k h a ra  (now U z b e k i s ta n ) .  It w as established a s  a  re ­

sult o f the B u k h a r ia n  revo lution, w h e n  the C om m un ist P a r ty  o f  

Bukhara w ith  a s s is ta n c e  from the R e d  A rm y  overthrew  the la s t  e m i r  

(ruler) o f th e  B u k h a r a  E m ira te .  S a y y id  A lim  Khan. T he r e p u b l ic  

covered ab o u t 1 8 0 ,0 0 0  square k i lo m e te rs  and  included som e t e r r i to ­

ries o f p re se n t-d a y  T a jik is ta n .  T u rk m e n is ta n , and U zbekistan , w i th  a 

total p o p u la tio n  o f  about 2.2 m illio n  p e o p le  (1920 offic ial e s t . ) .  In 

1921 the g o v e rn m e n t o f  the BPSR in tro d u c e d  a new c o n s titu tio n  an d  

between 1921 a n d  1924 conducted a  s e r ie s  o f  econom ic and p o li t ic a l  

reforms. H o w e v e r ,  the country 's d e v e lo p m e n t was s ig n if ic a n tly  u n ­

dermined b y  th e  m ilitary  activities o f  th e  B a s m a c h y  m o v e m e n t .

The B PS R  w a s  officially re o rg a n iz e d  in to  the BSSR in S e p te m b e r  

1924, but w a s  ab o lish ed  in O c tober 1 9 2 4  d ue to the b o r d e r  d e l i m i ­

ta t io n  in  1 9 2 4 —1 9 2 6  in Central A s ia ,  w h e n  it was divided in to  C e n ­

tral A sian  S o v ie t  R epublics. T h e  w e ste rn  te rrito rie s  o f  th e  

B PSR /B SSR , n am ely  Charjou, K e rk i ,  an d  K elif tom ans  ( d is t r ic ts ) ,  

populated m a in ly  by the T u r k m e n s ,  w e re  transferred to th e  T u r k ­

m e n  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic .

- C -

C A L E N D A R . A cco rd in g  to the d e c is io n  adop ted  by the K h a lk  M a s la -  

haty  (P e o p le ’s C ouncil) on A ugust 8 ,  2 0 0 2 , the T urkm enistan  c a le n ­

dar was c h a n g e d .  T he names o f the m o n th s  were renam ed as  fo llo w s :

January— T t i r k m e n b a s h y .  In h o n o r  o f  the president.

February — B a id a k . In honor o f th e  n a tio n a l f la g .

M arch— N o w r u z .  Spring.

A pril—G u rb a n so lta n . In honor o f  th e  p re s id en t’s mother.

M ay—M a g t y m g u l y .  In honor o f  th e  T urkm en  poet M ag ty m g u ly . 

June—O g u z . In honor of O g u z - K h a n ,  one of the fo u n d e rs  o f  the 

early T u rk m e n  state.

Ju ly—G o rg u t.  In honor of the T u rk m e n  ep ic  hero G o r g u t - A t a .  

A ugust— A lp -A rs la n . In honor o f  th e  legendary T u rk m e n  c o m ­

m ander, o n e  o f  the founders o f  th e  e a rly  Turkmen state.
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S e p te m b e r— R u k h n a m a .  In h o n o r  o f  the president’s b o o k  R u k h m m a .  

O c to b e r — G arashsyzlyk. In  c o m m em o ra tio n  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e . 

N o v e m b e r— Sanjar. In h o n o r  o f  San jar-K han , one o f  th e  founders of 

th e  e a r ly  Turkmen state .

D e c e m b e r— Bitaraplyk. In c o m m em o ra tio n  o f the c o u n t r y ’s neutral­

i ty  s ta tu s .

C A R P E T S  (k h a ly  in  T u r k m e n ) .  T h e  handicraft o f c a rp e t m ak ing  plays 

an  im p o rta n t role in T u rk m en  n a tio n a l tradition. T u r k m e n s  use car­

p e ts  w id e ly  in everyday life . T h e y  c o v e r floors, w alls , a n d  doors in the 

y u r t s  (trad itional nom adic w o o le n  tents) and in th e i r  permanent 

h o u s e s .  T h ey  also cover h o r s e s  ( th e se  carpets are ca lle d  a t- k h a ly ) ,  and 

c a m e ls  fo r  weddings (a s m a ly k ). T urkm en  carpets w ith  trad itional na­

t io n a l T urk m en  (Turkom an) p a tte rn s  o r pictures ca n  b e  subdivided 

in to  th re e  m ajor groups (a lth o u g h  som e experts s u b d iv id e  them  into 

f iv e ) . T h e  first includes T ek in , A k h a ltek in , and Pendi c a rp e ts .  The sec­

o n d  in c lu d es  Yomud and C h o v d u r  carpets. The th i rd  com prises 

B e s h ir ,  E rsarin , and G yzy layk  c a rp e ts . These carpets d if fe r  by their 

p a tte rn  an d  the number o f k n o ts  p e r  square unit. In c o n tra s t  to  the Per­

s ian  c a rp e ts ,  the Turkmen c a rp e ts  use fewer colors, m o re  geom etrical 

p a t te rn s ,  and no flowery o rn a m e n t. According to g o v e rn m e n t statistics 

T u rk m e n is ta n  produced 1.1 m ill io n  square meters o f  c a rp e ts  in 2004 

( in c lu d in g  0 .4  million square m e te rs  o f  handmade c a rp e ts ) ,  and it pro­

je c te d  to  produce 1.9 m illion  sq u a re  meters o f ca rp e ts  in 2010 (in­

c lu d in g  0 .42  million square m e te rs  o f  handmade c a rp e ts ) .

C A S P I A N  S E A  (a lso  K hazar  in  T u r k m e n ;  Daryaye K h e z e r  in  P e r s ia n ;  

K a s p iy s k o y e  M orye in  R u s s i a n ) .  In land sea (also o ften  ca lle d  a lake) 

lo c a te d  w est o f  Turkm enistan. Its  su rface area is about 3 8 6 ,4 0 0  square 

k ilo m e te rs  (149,200 square m ile s ) ,  dow n from 422,000 sq u a re  kilome­

te rs  in 1930. It stretches from  n o rth  to south, up to 1 ,2 0 0  kilometers 

(7 5 0  m ile s )  in length, and its w id th  is about 320 k ilom eters (200  miles). 

Its m ax im u m  depth is up to 1 ,000  m eters in the sou thern  sec tions and 

30  to  4 0  m eters in the northern sec tio n s  o f the sea. T he C a sp ia n  Sea is 

the  w o r ld 's  largest inland sea , a lth o u g h  its water level fe ll b y  about 2.5 

m e te rs  betw een 1929 and 1980. H ow ever, in the 1980s th e  w ater level 

b eg a n  to  gradually rise th rea ten in g  to flood some coastal a re a s  in Azer­

b a ija n . K a z a k h s ta n .  R u s s ia ,  a n d  Turkmenistan.
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T urkm en istan’s coastal area is ab o u t 6 0 0  kilom eters in len g th . S e v ­

eral important o ffsh o re  gas and oil f ie ld s  w e re  discovered in th e  T u r k ­

menistan! se c tio n  o f  the Caspian sea b ed  in  the 1920s. T u rk m e n is ta n 's  

gas reserves o f  th e  Caspian Sea sh e lf w e re  estim ated at about 5 .5  b i l ­

lion cubic m e te rs  and  oil reserves at a b o u t  11 billion tons (2 0 0 4 , e s t .) ,  

although so m e local experts tend to d o u b le  that amount. T h e  s a n d y  

beaches o f th e  s e a  have been used fo r  recrea tio n a l to u rism  s in c e  the  

1950s. The C a s p ia n  Sea is also an im p o r ta n t tra n sp o rta tio n  ro u te  fo r  

Turkm enistan, a s  its m ost im portant p o r t — T tirk m en b ash y  ( fo rm e r ly  

Krasnovodsk) — prov ides a sea route fo r  reg ional trad e  w ith R u s s i a ,  

Azerbaijan, a n d  som e other repub lics. T h e  Caspian is also l in k e d  to 

the Baltic S ea  b y  the Volga River and  a  se r ie s  o f  canals. It is n o te d  fo r 

rich m aritim e l ife ,  as more than 800 k in d s  o f  animals and fish  c a n  be 

found here. S tu rg e o n , herring, p ike , p e rc h , and sprat are f is h e d  fo r 

commercial p u rp o se s .

The m a rit im e  borders between l i t to ra l  states ( I r a n  an d  S o v ie t  

Union) w ere  re g u la te d  by several t r e a t ie s  signed in 1921 a n d  1940 . 

Since the d is so lu tio n  o f the Soviet U n io n  in 1991 the C asp ian  S e a  lit ­

toral states (A z e rb a ija n . Iran. K a z a k h s ta n . Russia, and T u rk m e n is ta n )  

have been lo c k e d  in a bitter dispute o v e r  the C a s p ia n  S e a  b o r d e r  d e ­

l im i t a t io n ,  a n d  ultim ately over g re a te r  con tro l of the C asp ian  S e a ’s 

resources, e s p e c ia l ly  its gas and o il.

C A S P I A N  S E A  B O R D E R  D E L I M I T A T I O N .  Since the d is in te g ra ­

tion o f the  S o v ie t Union in 1991 T urkm en istan  along w ith  o th e r  

Caspian s ta te s  has faced a problem  in  d e fin in g  the legal s ta tu s  o f  the 

C a s p ia n  S e a .  T he bilateral S o v ie t-Ira n ia n  agreements o f  1921 and 

1940 w ere a n n u lle d  since three litto ra l republics of the fo rm e r S o v ie t 

Union — A z e rb a ija n , K a z a k h s t a n ,  a n d  T urkm enistan—b e c a m e  in d e ­

pendent in 1 991 . Throughout the 1 9 9 0 s  all five Caspian S e a  s ta te s  

were a c tiv e ly  involved in m ultila teral negotiations over the le g a l  s ta ­

tus o f the C a sp ia n  Sea and d e lim ita tio n  o f  its seabed. A z e rb a ija n , 

I r a n , K a z a k h s ta n , R u ss ia , and T u rk m en is tan  disagreed d e e p ly  on 

how to d iv id e  the potentially g a s -  a n d  oil-rich Caspian s e a b e d  b e ­

tween th e  f iv e  bordering co u n trie s . O n e  option was to  d iv id e  it 

equally a m o n g  all five, granting  e a c h  country 20 p e rcen t o f  the 

seabed. T h e  o th er option was to  d e lim it the sea ac co rd in g  to  the 

coastal l in e  and  international a r ra n g e m e n ts  o f the coastal e c o n o m ic
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p lic a tio n s  o v e r  b o r d e r  d e l im ita t io n ,  b o r d e r  m i n i n g ,  am i 

in Jan u a ry  2 0 0 1  t h e  CA U /CA EU  w a s  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  « ‘

Asian Forum (C A F ) .  T h e  new in s t itu tio n  w a s  'nlcncic

greater c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  in fo rm a l t a l k s  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  in s O

d o n s , b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  v a r io u s  r e g i o n a l  n o n g o v e rn m e n ta l  o r g a n . / . a

‘ T n l , M o t h e r  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  r e p u b l i c s ,  T u r k , " "  ^ ^ f c a n -  

c lu s iv e ly  o n  b i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n ts  a n d  t r e a t i e s ,  h i  -  ■ 8

c e le d  v is a - f r e e  e n t r y  t o  Turkm en istan f o r  C A U /C A E U  m e m b e r s  a n d  

in tro d u c e d  s t r i c t  e n t r y  v is a  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c i t iz e n s  o f  a l l C e m r a  

A s ian  R e p u b l i c s .  S e e  a ls o  C O M M O N W E A L T H  O

D E N T  S T A T E S ;  P E R M A N E N T  N E U T R A L 1 1  Y  P O L

C H A G A T A I ( a ls o  J a g a t a i ) .  1. N a m e  o f  a  l a r g e  tr ilM ' “ ' C_ - ^  

w h ich  t r a c e s  i t s  o r i g i n  to  th e  M o n g o l s  a n d  w a s  U n g w

th e  T u rk s .  2 .  E x t i n c t  language, w h i c h  w a s  c c M  t h e  l i n g u a

fra n c a  a m o n g  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  T u r k ic  p e o p  e  in  t e  C e n t r a l

c e n tu r ie s .  In  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  s o m e  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s a n  C e n t r a l

A s ia  w e re  p u b l i s h e d  in  th e  C h a ^ Q ^ " ® “ agK h a n , w h o  f o r m e d  a  

C h a g a ta i  ( 7 - 1 2 4 1 ) ,  s e c o n d  s o n  o f  G e n g h i s  M ia  

h o u se  o f  C h a g a t a i  a n d  e s ta b l is h e d  t h e  Chagattt K h m t e ^ e  C  

g a ta i d y n a s t y  r u l e d  C e n tra l  A s ia  f o r  s e v e n .  " n e “ e 1 6 t h

of its fo u n d e r, b u t w as destroyed y  rh ap ata is  bv th e  18th
century. T h e  T u rk ic  tribes had a s s im ila te d  the Che ‘ ■ y

c e n tu ry .

C H A R J E W  C I T Y .  S ee  T U R K M E N A B  A T .

C H A R J O U  C I T Y .  See  T U R K M E N  A B A T .

C H O M U R . 1 . A n  e x p re s s io n  u s e d  in  l ^ r ^  861

tie d  f a r m e r s .  2 .  I t  is  s o m e tim e s  u s e d  a s  a  s y n o n y m  P

C L A N . 1 • I n  p u b l i c  l i f e  in

o r  n e tw o r k  b a s e d  o n  th e  re g io n a l p a t r o n a g e  n e t -

a d v a n ta g e s .  T h e  c la n s  a w e l a y a t  b u t  n o t
w o rk  a n d  o n  c lo s e  assoc,au on  b y  w o r k  n  h e  re fe r s

n e c e s s a r i l y  o n  d e s c e n t  ( to rn  a  c o m m o n  a n c e s to r .
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to  a  k in s h ip  group based on  a c tu a l  or perceived d e sc e n t from  a com­

m o n  a n c e s to r  and is often u s e d  to  identify m em bers o f  an extended 

fa m ily  o r  group of fam ilies o r  t r i b e s  (Teke, Yom ud, e tc . ) .  In post-So­

v ie t T u rkm en istan  clan m e m b e rsh ip  (often based o n  a  strong tribal 

id e n ti ty )  increasingly im p lies  m u tu a l support and d e fe n s e  o f busi­

n e s s e s  o r  o th er social, p o litic a l, a n d  economic ac tiv itie s . T h e  clan fac­

to r  a l s o  p lays an im portant ro le  in  arranging m arriages. 3 . It also refers 

to  s e v e ra l  large political g ro u p in g s  in Turkm enistan. T h e s e  groups tra­

d i t io n a lly  com pete for p o w e r a n d  influence in the p o litic a l  arena and 

in th e  g o v e r n m e n t  of T u rk m e n is ta n . People are u su a lly  accepted  into 

th e  p o litic a l clans accord ing  to  the perceived c o m m o n  regional or 

tr ib a l  iden titie s  and political in flu e n c e , and not due to  ideological in­

c l in a t io n s .

C O A T  O F  A R M S .  The M e j l i s  (parliam en t) officially  a d o p te d  the na­

t io n a l  c o a t o f  arms o f T u rk m e n is ta n  in February 1992  to  replace the 

S o v ie t- e ra  sym bols. Until A u g u s t  2003 the coat o f  a r m s  consisted of 

th re e  r in g s , each within a n o th e r ,  but in August 2003  th e  octagon re­

p la c e d  the rings. The c e n te rp ie c e  o f  the coat o f  a r m s  is a h o r se  

a g a in s t  a  blue background, w h ic h  sym bolizes the A k h a lte k e  horse. 

T h e r e  are  five main c a r p e t  p a tte rn s  in their trad itio n a l co lo rs  inside 

th e  se c o n d  golden colored r in g .  T here are seven o p e n  c o t t o n  heads 

w ith  g re e n  leaves, and ears o f  g o ld en  wheat in tw o ro w s  inside of the 

la rg e s t  rin g . There is also a  w h i te  crescent with five w h ite  stars.

C O L L E C T I V I Z A T I O N . S o v ie t  policy  in the late 1 9 2 0 s  and 1930s 

th a t  a im e d  to create large ag ricu ltu ra l enterprises (k o lk h o z e s  and 

s o v k h o z e s )  capable o f p ro d u c in g  a g r ic u l tu r a l  crops o n  a  large scale. 

In  T u rk m en is tan , the co llec tiv iz a tio n  also aimed at b r in g in g  together 

s m a l l  m ain ly  subsistence fa rm e rs  and sh eep h erd e rs , elim inating 

w e a l th y  feudal lords and la n d lo rd s  (begs and b a is ), a n d  sedentarizing 

p a s t o r a l  n o m a d s , as w ell a s  estab lish ing  the S o v ie t lo c a l adm inis ­

t r a t io n  and  Soviet political s y s te m  in the rural areas o f  th e  republic.

A  m ass  collectivization c a m p a ig n  in Turkm enistan b e g a n  in 1928— 

1 9 2 9 , and  by 1937 nearly 9 0  percen t of the p o p u la t io n  had joined 

k o lk h o z e s  and sovkhozes. In it ia lly  the policy o f fo rce fu l collectiviza ­

t io n  a n d  deportation o f b a is  a n d  wealthy individuals to  S ib e ria , Kaza­

k h s ta n ,  and some other re g io n s  m et with considerable resis tan ce , but
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it was subdued . It is believed that b e tw e e n  20,000 and 3 0 ,0 0 0  in d i ­

viduals p erished  d u rin g  the cam paign a n d  an o th er 20,000 to  3 0 ,0 0 0  

escaped to n e ig h b o rin g  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  I r a n .  Some experts d o u b le  

those num bers, b u t thorough archival s tu d ie s  have not yet been  d o n e ,  

and the figure is  o p e n  to wide in te rp re ta tio n . O n the positive s id e ,  th e  

Soviet g o v e rn m e n t invested heavily  in  develop ing  the rural in f r a ­

structure and in  p ro d u c in g  modern m a c h in e ry  and developing f a rm in g  

techniques. A ll to g e th e r these efforts s ig n ifican tly  lifted liv in g  s ta n ­

dards am ong th e  ru ra l population. D u rin g  th e  Soviet era, T u rk m e n  c o l ­

lective farm s sp ec ia lized  in the p ro d u c tio n  o f  meat, k a r a k u l  (a s ­

trakhan fur) sh e e p sk in s , wool, c o t t o n ,  s i lk ,  vegetables, and f ru its .  T h e  

extensive a g r ic u ltu re  and overex p lo ita tio n  o f  arable land led to  n e g a ­

tive e n v i r o n m e n t a l  changes in T u rk m e n is ta n , including th e  d i s a p ­

pearance o f  th e  A r a l  S e a ,  sa lin iza tio n , a n d  desertification o f  la n d .

In the e a r ly  1990s Turkm enistan, w ith  assistance from  th e  A s ia n  

D evelopm ent B a n k  and World B ank , c o n d u c te d  a program o f  g ra d u a l  

deco llec tiv iza tio n , breaking up m ost o f  th e  kolkhozes  and d is tr ib u tin g  

land to the fa rm e rs .

C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S  ( C I S )  ( a l s o  

k n o w n  a s  S o d r u z h e s tv o  N e z a v is im y k h  G o su d a rstv  [S A G ]  i n  R u s ­

s ia n ). The o rg an iza tio n  was estab lished  on  December 21, 1 9 9 1 , from  

the rem nants o f  the Union of Soviet S o c ia lis t Republics (U S S R ), a s  the 

latter was d is so lv e d  following the c o lla p se  o f  negotiations o n  th e  new  

Union T reaty . It consists of 12 m em bers: A rm enia. A zerbaijan, B e la ru s , 

Georgia, M o ld o v a , K a z a k h s ta n , K y rg y zstan . R u s s ia , T a j i k i s t a n .  

Turkm enistan , the Ukraine, and U z b e k i s t a n .  The heads o f  s ta te s  and 

governm ent a re  required to meet at leas t every six months to  d iscu ss  

econom ic, p o litic a l, security, f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  and other issues. H o w e v e r, 

the dec isions o f  the Council o f H eads o f  State and the C ouncil o f  H eads 

of G o v ern m en t are not binding. T u rk m en istan  was among the  fo u n d in g  

members o f  th e  organization and the  signatories of several b in d in g  doc ­

uments, in c lu d in g  the visa-free trave l reg im e (amended in 2 0 0 1 ) ,  but it 

began d is ta n c in g  itself from the C IS  in the mid-1990s.

T u rk m e n is ta n ’s t r a d e  with the C IS  mem bers acco u n ted  fo r  b e ­

tween 5 0  a n d  80 percent o f  its to ta l fo reign trade in the 1 9 9 0 s . In 

2002 the v a lu e  o f  Turkm enistan's t ra d e  w ith its CIS p a r tn e rs  w a s  e s ­

tim ated a t a b o u t US$2.2 billion , o r  approxim ately  55 p e rc e n t  o f  its



t ra d e .  T urkm en istan  in te n s iv e ly  u se s  gas p ip e lin es , w h ic h  go through 

th e  C I S  m em bers ' te rr ito r ie s , a n d  exports its gas in la rg e  volumes to 

R u s s ia ,  the Ukraine, and s o m e  o th e r  CIS m em b ers. S in c e  the mid- 

1 9 9 0 s  th e  C IS  was in c re a s in g ly  fragm ented  into su b re g io n a l organi­

z a t io n s ,  such  as the C e n tr a l  A s i a n  F o r u m , G U U A M  g ro u p in g . Cus­

t o m s  U n io n ,  and E urasian  E c o n o m ic  Com m unity.

C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S  C O L L E C T IV E  

S E C U R I T Y  T R E A T Y  (a ls o  k n o w n  a s  the D ogovor o  ko llek tivn o i be- 

z o p a s tn o s t i  [D K B ] in  R u s s ia n ) .  T h e  C om m onw ealth o f  Independent 

S ta te s  C ollective Security T re a ty  w as signed on M a y  15, 1992, in 

T a s h k e n t in order to co o rd in a te  m ilita ry  reforms and se c u rity  responses 

in th e  post-Soviet space. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of T u rk m en is tan  refused to 

jo in  th e  organization, d ec la rin g  th a t it would work th ro u g h  bilateral ne­

g o t ia t io n  and agreements w ith  all treaty m em bers. A s  o f  2003 it 

c o n s is te d  o f  six members: A rm e n ia , K azak h stan . K y rg y z  Republic, 

R u s s i a ,  T ajik istan , and B e la ru s  (U zb ek ista n  left the  organization in 

1 9 9 9 ). T h e  Collective S ecu rity  T rea ty  was enacted o n  A p ril 20, 1994, 

an d  re g is te red  at the United N a tio n s  Secretariat on N o v e m b e r  1,1995.

T h e  trea ty  obliges the s ig n a to ry  states to refrain f r o m  using force 

a g a in s t  o n e  another and fro m  jo in in g  military a llia n c e s . In  A pril 1999 

all m e m b e rs  extended the tr e a ty  fo r  another f iv e -y ea r p e rio d . There 

a re  tw o  m ajo r consultative b o d ie s :  the Council o f  D e fe n s e  M inisters 

a n d  th e  C ouncil of Foreign M in is te rs .  The C om m ittee o f  N ational Se­

c u r ity  C o u n cil Secretaries w a s  estab lished  in M ay 2 0 0 0  in order to 

c o o rd in a te  specific o p era tio n s  spearheaded  against in te rn a tio n a l ter­

r o r is m .  N ational presidents c h a i r  the  Collective S e c u rity  C ouncil dur­

in g  th e  sessions. There is a p o s t  o f  the secretary g e n e ra l o f  organiza­

t io n . A cco rd in g  to the o ff ic ia l  w ebsite , w w w .d k b .g o v .ru , in April 

2 0 0 3  N ik o la i Borduzha w as a p p o in te d  secretary g e n e ra l .

T h e  trea ty  members e s ta b lis h e d  the Collective R a p id  D eploym ent 

F o rc e s ,  w hich  were d es ig n ed  to  counter terrorism  in  C en tra l Asia. 

F o rm e r ly  the Russian m ilitary  b a se s  in Kyrgyzstan a n d  T ajik is tan  op ­

e r a te d  u n d er the organization m an d a te .

In  2 0 0 3  the CIS Security T re a ty  w as reorganized in to  the  interna­

t io n a l reg ional organization. In  o rd e r to counterbalance R u ss ia ’s in­

f lu e n c e  in the post-Soviet te r r ito ry , Georgia, U k ra in e , U zbekistan. 

A z e rb a ija n , and M oldova e s ta b lis h e d  their own g ro u p in g , know n as
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the G U U A M  (ab b rev ia tio n  o f n am es  o f  m em b e r states) in 1 9 9 7 .  S e e  

also C E N T R A L  A SIA N  FO R U M , C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F  I N D E ­

PEN DEN T S T A T E S .

C O M M U N IS T  P A R T Y  O F T U R K M E N  S S R  (C P T ) (T u rkm en  S SR  

Kommunistik Partiasy  in T u r k m e n ) . A  politica l o rg a n iz a tio n  e s ta b ­

lished in 1 9 2 0  afte r the creation  o f  th e  T u rk m en  A u t o n o m o u s  

O b last, as th e  O b la s t  Party B ureau  o f  th e  ru ling C o m m u n is t  (B o l ­

shevik) P a rty . T h e  first oblast C o n g re s s  o f  the  party took p la c e  in  A u ­

gust 1920, re p re se n tin g  about 2 ,6 0 0  p a r ty  m em bers. W h en  t h e  T u rk ­

men o b la s t  w a s  gran ted the s ta tu s  o f  T u rk m en  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  

R ep u b lic  ( T S S R )  in 1924, the o rg a n iz a t io n  was tran sfo rm ed  in to  the 

C om m un ist P a r ty  (Bo lshevik) o f  th e  T u rk m e n  SSR. and its  f i r s t  c o n ­

gress w as h e ld  in February 1925. H o w e v e r ,  the T u r k m e n s  w e r e  s ig ­

nificantly underrep resen ted  in the p a r ty  m em bership and in th e  p a rty  

apparatus u n ti l  the 1950s, d e sp ite  koren iza tsia  ( re c ru it in g  local 

cadres) c a m p a ig n s  in the 1920s an d  19 3 0 s .  To ensure c e n tr a l iz e d  c o n ­

trol, the C o m m u n is t  Party o f T u rk m e n  S SR  established b r a n c h e s  in 

every d is tr ic t ,  to w n , or city and m a in ta in e d  its party c e lls  in  ev e ry  

public o rg a n iz a tio n , ministry, p u b lic  en te rp rise , and kolkhoz.

The C o n g r e s s  o f  C P T . which w a s  ca lle d  regularly, w as th e  h ig h e s t 

d ec ision -m ak ing  organ of the party . It endorsed ap p o in tm en ts  to  the 

Central C o m m itte e  and the most im p o rta n t political, so c ia l, a n d  ec o ­

nomic d e c is io n s . T he Central C o m m itte e  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  m an ­

aged d a y -to -d a y  activities of the p a r ty  b e tw een  congresses, a n d  th e  first 

secretary o f  th e  Central C om m ittee a c te d  as the head o f  th e  re p u b lic . 

During J o s e f  S ta lin ’s era (1 9 2 2 -1 9 5 3 ) th e  first secretary w as  tra d itio n ­

ally ap p o in ted  by the Kremlin an d  w a s  approved by the C o n g re s s  o f  

the CPT. D u rin g  the reign o f N ik ita  Khrushchev (1 9 5 3 -1 9 6 4 )  there 

were fre q u e n t changes in the C o m m u n is t  Party leadership a t  th e  re ­

public an d  o b la s t  levels due to th e  re g u la r  rotation o f  c a d re s .  L eon id  

Brezhnev (S o v ie t secretary g eneral, 1964-1982) changed th e  p ra c tice , 

and M u h a m m e tn a z a r  G apurov  w a s  e lec ted  as the first s e c re ta ry  from  

the local n o m en k la tu ra  and rem a in ed  in pow er from 1969 to  1985.

Party m em b ersh ip  rose as h ig h  a s  115,000 in 1990 ( u p  from

78,000 m e m b e rs  in 1976), re la tiv e ly  even ly  representing  a l l  e th n ic  

and so c ia l g ro u p s  and all reg io n s  o f  the republic. D e sp ite  th e  fact 

that it w a s  a  one-party  political s y s te m  and political c o m p e ti t io n  w as
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s t ro n g ly  discouraged, th e re  w a s  enorm ous rivalry  b e tw e e n  various 

p e r s o n a lit ie s  and groups in  th e  C om m un ist Party. T h e  p o w e r of these 

g ro u p s  w as based on e x te n s iv e  patronage n e tw o rk s  (o ften  called 

c l a n s ) ,  w h ich  had strong ro o ts  in  the traditional t r i b a l  rivalries (e.g., 

b e tw e e n  Teke and Yomud a n d  o th ers) .

M ik h a il  Gorbachev, th e  S o v ie t  General S ec re ta ry  from  1985 to 

1 9 9 1 , rep laced  the lo n g -s ta n d in g  leader o f th e  T u rk m en  SSR, 

M u h a m m e tn a z a r G apurov, a n d  appointed S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  as 

th e  f ir s t  secretary o f the C o m m u n is t  Party in D e c e m b e r  1985. Niya­

z o v  e n jo y e d  the full c o n f id e n c e  o f  the Kremlin and  w a s  entrusted to 

r e fo rm  the one-party p o litic a l system  and later to  t ra n s fe r  political 

p o w e r  from  the party to th e  p a r lia m e n t. In 1990 T u rk m e n is ta n  intro­

d u c e d  the post of p residen t, a n d  the parliament e le c te d  the first pres­

id e n t .  Saparm urat N iyazov b e c a m e  the first person to  be elected to 

th is  p o s t (he was reelected b y  a  popular vote in 1 9 9 2 ). In December 

1991 h e  reform ed the C o m m u n is t  Party, renam ing it th e  D e m o c r a t ic  

P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n is t a n . In  th e  1990s the D em ocratic P a rty  remained 

th e  ru lin g  party in T u rk m e n is ta n , with about 1 1 5 ,0 0 0  m em bers in 

2 0 0 3 .  H ow ever, the party  g ra d u a lly  lost its exc lusive  p o litica l power 

a n d  p riv ile g e s , which w ere tra n s fe rre d  to the state b u re au c racy .

C O N G R E S S E S  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I S T  P A R T Y  O F  T U R K M E N  

S S R .  T h e  party C ongress, w h ic h  was convened re g u la r ly ,  was the 

h ig h e s t  decision-m aking o rg a n  o f  the C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T u rk ­

m e n  S S R  during the S ov ie t e r a .  It endorsed the a p p o in tm e n ts  to the 

C e n tra l  C om m ittee, f i v e - y e a r  p l a n s ,  and most im p o r ta n t political, 

s o c ia l ,  and  economic d e c is io n s .

1st C o n g re ss  of the C o m m u n is t  Party (B o lshev ik ) o f  Turkmen 

S S R - F e b r u a r y  14-19 , 1 9 2 5 .

2 n d  C o n g ress  of the C o m m u n is t  Party (B o lsh ev ik ) o f  Turkmen 

S S R  — Decem ber 3 -9 , 1 9 2 5 .

3 rd  C o n g re ss  of the C o m m u n is t  Party (B o lshev ik ) o f  Turkmen 

S S R  — November 1 5 -2 2 , 1 9 2 7 .

4 th  C o n g re ss  of the C o m m u n is t  Party (B o lshev ik ) o f  Turkmen 

S S R — January 2 -1 0 , 1929 .

5 th  C o n g ress  of the C o m m u n is t  Party (B o lshev ik ) o f  Turkmen 

S S R — June 8-14, 1930.

6 th  C o n g re ss  of the C o m m u n is t  Party of Turkm en S S R — January 

1 0 -1 5 ,  1934.
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7th Congress o f  th e  Com m un ist P arty  o f  T urkm en S S R —J u ly  7 —16, 

1938.

8th C ongress o f  the  Com m un ist P a r ty  o f  Turkm en SSR — F e b ru a ry  

20-25, 1 9 3 9 .

9th C ong ress o f  the Com m un ist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR  — M a rc h

11- 17, 1 9 4 0 .

10th C o n g ress  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR  — A u g u s t  

18-22, 1 9 5 0 .

11th C ongress  o f  the  Com munist P a rty  o f  Turkm en S S R — S e p te m b e r  

20-23 , 1 9 5 2 .

12th C o n g ress  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkm en SSR — F e b ru a ry  

13-15, 1 9 5 4 .

13th C o n g ress  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — J a n u a ry  

20-22 , 1 9 5 6 .

14th C o n g ress  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — J a n u a ry

18- 20, 1 9 5 8 .

15th C o n g ress  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — J a n u a ry

19- 20, 1 9 5 9 .

16th C o n g re ss  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — F e b ru a ry  

16-17 , 1 9 6 0 .

17th C o n g re ss  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR — S e p te m b e r

1 2 -  14, 1 9 6 1 .

18th C o n g re ss  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR — D e c e m b e r  

2 6 -2 7 , 1 9 6 3 .

19th C o n g re ss  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR — F e b ru a ry  

2 4 -2 5 , 1 9 6 6 .

20th C o n g re s s  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen SSR — F e b ru a ry  

1 9 -20 , 1 9 7 1 .

21st C o n g re s s  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — Ja n u a ry  

2 3 -2 4 , 1 9 7 6 .

22nd C o n g re s s  o f  the C om m unist P a r ty  o f  Turkmen S S R — Ja n u a ry  

16 -1 7 , 1 9 8 1 .

C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N . The constitutional a n d  leg ­

islature trad itio n s  o f  Turkmenistan h a v e  roots in the Soviet law -m a k in g  

experience, w h ich  goes back to the  f irs t constitution o f the T u r k m e n  

S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic  o f 1927. T h e  first post-Soviet c o n s titu tio n  o f 

T urkm enistan  w as introduced on M a y  18. 1992. The co n stitu tio n  de ­

clares that Turkm enistan is a “d em o cra tic  secular state o p e ra tin g  under 

the rule o f  law  whose g o v e r n m e n t  takes the form o f a p re s id en tia l
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re p u b lic . The constitution s t ip u la te s  major princip les, su ch  as the su­

p re m a c y  o f  the rule o f law , in d ep en d en ce  of the ju d ic ia ry , basic human 

r ig h ts  and  freedoms, equal c iv il  righ ts o f men and w o m e n ,  distribution 

o  p o w e rs , and others. It a lso  g u a ran tees  “freedom o f  re lig io n  and faith 

an d  th e  equality of religions a n d  fa iths before the law .”  T h e  constitution 

a lso  d ec la res  the president a s  th e  head of state, w ho is  d irec tly  elected 

by  u n iv ersa l adult suffrage fo r  a  five-year term, and w h o s e  powers are 

b a la n c e d  and checked by the  leg is la tu re  and judiciary.

T h e  constitution s tip u la tes  th a t  all citizens over 18 y e a rs  o f  age are 

e l ig ib le  to  vote, and all c i t iz e n s  o v e r  25 years o f  ag e  a r e  e lig ib le  to be 

e le c te d  to the Mejlis (p a r lia m e n t) . There are no re s tr ic tio n s  based on 

g ro u n d s  o t ethnicity, race , o r  len g th  o f  residency, th o u g h  the Turk­

m e n is ta n  constitution bans a ll  p a rtie s  and a sso c ia tio n s  from  partici­

p a t io n  in the political p ro c e ss  i f  th e ir goals include “ v io le n t change 

in th e  constitutional o rder, a l lo w in g  violence in th e ir  ac tiv ities , agi­

t a t in g  ag a in st the co n stitu tio n a l righ ts and freedom s o f  citizens, ad­

v o c a tin g  w ar, racial, n a t io n a l ,  socia l, or re lig ious an im o sity , en­

c ro a c h in g  on the health o r  m o ra lity  of the p e o p le ,  o r  forming

m ili ta r is t ic  associations o r  p o li t ic a l  parties based on  n a tio n a l or reli­
g io u s  tra its .”

S e v e ra l significant a m e n d m e n ts  to the C o n s titu tio n  o f  Turk­

m e n is ta n  since 1992 have b e e n  confirm ed through n a tio n a l referen- 

d u m s . O n  January 15, 1994, a  re ferendum  extended w ith o u t  elections 

S a p a r m u r a t  N iyazov’s te rm  in  o ffice  until 2002; h o w e v e r ,  in 1999 

he  w a s  declared the p re s id e n t f o r  life. Throughout th e  1990s opposi­

t io n  g ro u p s  and human r ig h ts  ac tiv ists regularly co m p la in e d  that 

s o m e  ac tio n s of the T u rk m e n is ta n i government v io la te d  constitu ­

t io n a l p rincip les and g u a ra n te e s . T h ey  also claim ed th a t  th e  law  mak­

e rs  au tom atically  endorse la w s  and  legal and in s titu tio n a l changes 

p re p a re d  by the governm ent o ff ic ia ls .

C O T T O N . Colton was in tro d u c e d  in the oases in the T u rk m e n  land in 

a n c ie n t  tim es, but was c u lt iv a te d  in small volum es d u e  to  the short­

a g e  o f  irrigation water. In th e  ea rly  20th century th e  R u s s ia n  E m ­

p ir e  s  co lon ial adm inistration  prom oted  cotton c u ltiv a tio n  as a cash

m ° P,'o“ .o  -I! ' 3 C° “ 0n P ro d u c lio n  " ^ h e d  6 9 .0 0 0  to n s . Between
h e  1 930s and 1990s the S o v ie t  authorities invested s ig n ifican tly  in 

th e  b u ild in g  o f  irrigation s y s te m s  and new irrigation c a n a ls  includ ­
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ing the G a r a g u m  C a n a l ,  v irtually  m a k in g  cotton c u ltiv a tio n  the 

monoculture. B y  the  1970s T u rk m en is tan  becam e the seco n d  la rg e s t  

cotton p ro d u c e r in the Soviet U n io n , b e h in d  U z b e k i s t a n ,  p ro d u c in g

1,077,000 to n s  o f  co tton  (1975). T h is  p o l ic y  ignored e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

damages and  le d  to  rapid land d e g ra d a tio n  and salinization in  m a n y  

areas. In the  1 9 9 0 s  the T urkm enistani g o v e rn m e n t a ttem p ted  to  in ­

troduce new  irr ig a tio n  technologies a n d  expanded the land u s e d  to r  

cotton, and ta rg e te d  production o f 2 .0  m illio n  tons of co tton  in  2 0 0 4 .

C U ST O M S U N I O N  (a lso  kn ow n  a s  t h e  Tamozhennyi Soyuz i n  R u s ­

sian). The o rg a n iz a tio n  was e s ta b lish e d  o n  M ay 2 6 ,1 9 9 6 , in o r d e r  to  

simplify t r a d e  an d  currency c o n v e rs io n  and  to coordinate th e  ta r i f f  

regime and e c o n o m ic  cooperation a m o n g  the signatory m e m b e r s .  It 

consists o f  f iv e  m em bers: B elarus, K a z a k h s ta n .  K yrgyz R e p u b l ic ,  

R ussia , and  T a j ik i s t a n  (joined in F e b ru a ry  1998). H ow ever, th e  id ea  

of u p grad ing  th e  econom ic c o o p e ra tio n  into economic in te g ra tio n  

similar to th a t  o f  the Free Trade A g re e m e n ts  in Europe o r  N o rth  

America f a i le d  du e  to economic a n d  p o litic a l d isagreem ents. In  O c ­

tober 2000 th e  m em bers decided to  tran sfo rm  the o rg a n iz a tio n  into  

the E urasian  E co n o m ic  Com m unity. T h e  Turkm enistani g o v e r n m e n t  

refused to t a k e  p art in the m ultila teral tra d e  negotiations an d  fo c u se d  

instead on  b ila te ra l  trade re lations. S ee also  CENTRAL A S IA N  F O ­

RUM ; C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F IN D E P E N D E N T  STA TES.

-  D  -

D A S H H O W U Z . See DASHO GU Z.

D A S H O G U Z  (fo r m e r ly  D a skh o w u z , T a sh a u z ) .  The fourth la rg e s t  c ity  

in the r e p u b lic ,  the capital o f D a s h o g u z  welayat. The city  is  lo ca ted  

in n o rth e a s te rn  Turkm enistan on  th e  m ajor railw ay fro m  C en tra l 

Asia to R u s s ia ,  about 530 k ilo m e te rs  northeast of A s h g a b a t  and  a 

few k ilo m e te rs  from  the T u rk m en istan -U zb ek istan  b o rd e rs . I ts  p o p ­

u la tion  w a s  estim ated  at about 1 5 0 .0 0 0  (2004. official esG ), u p  from  

about 1 0 5 ,0 0 0  (1985, official e s t .) ,  co n sis tin g  mainly of T u r k m e n s  

but it a lso  inclu d ed  Uzbeks. K a ra k a lp a k s , Kazakhs. R u s s ia n s , and 

some o th e r s .  It is an im portant tr a n s p o r ta t io n  and c o m m e rc ia l
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c e n te r  in northern T u rk m e n is ta n . T here are light i n d u s t r i e s ,  a g r ic u l ­

t u r a l  processing plants, a n d ,  n e w ly  built, a c o tto n -sp in n in g  factory, 

te x t i le  produc ing co m p lex , a n d  metallurgical fa c to r ie s . It also hosts 

th e  pedag o g ica l college, s e c o n d a ry  schools, l i b r a r i e s ,  theaters, mu­

s e u m , international class H o te l  D ashoguz, and an a i rp o r t .

A  sm a ll fortress and a t r a d in g  cen te r existed a the  s i te  o f  Dashoguz 

m o s t  p robab ly  for c e n tu r ie s , a s  it w as situated on  o n e  o f  the tra d e  

ro u te s  from  the K h iv a  K h a n a t e  to  the north. In th e  e a r ly  19th cen­

tu ry  th e  K hanate co n tro lled  th e  fortress. In the 19th c e n tu ry  it took 

s e v e ra l  decades for the T s a r is t  m ilitary  forces to e s ta b l is h  their polit­

ica l c o n tro l over the K hiva K h a n a te  land.

In  th e  late 19th and ea rly  2 0 th  centuries D ash o g u z  b ec am e  an im­

p o r ta n t  adm inistrative, m ili ta ry , and  transportation c e n te r  in this area, 

as  th e  R ussians built the ra i l ro a d .  A fter the R evolu tion  o f  1917 it took 

s e v e ra l  years for the B o lsh e v ik s  to establish their fu ll  co n tro l in the 

a r e a  a ro u n d  the city. The S o v ie t  authorities invested h e a v ily  in  the de­

v e lo p m e n t o f  the industrial s e c to r ,  including e le c tr ic a l and  agricul­

tu ra l  p ro d u c ts  processing in d u s tr ie s  throughout the 1 9 2 0 s  and 1930s, 

m a k in g  Dashoguz (then T a s h a u z )  the oblast cen te r o f  th e  newly es­

ta b l is h e d  Tashauz o b la s t.  T h e  im portance o f the c i ty  w as further 

e n h a n c e d  as g a s  and o i l  p i p e l i n e s  w ere built th rough  th e  o b la s t ’s  ter­

r i to ry .

D A S H O G U Z  W E L A Y A T  ( f o r m e r l y  Tashauz o b la st i n  R u s s i a n ;  a lso  

D a s h h o w u z ) .  A w elayat in n o rth ern  T urkm enistan , bordered  by 

U z b e k i s t a n  in the north. L e b a p  w elayat in the e a s t. A k h a l  welayat 

in  th e  so u th , and B a lk a n  w e la y a t  in the west. D a sh o g u z  w e la y a t  has 

an  a r e a  o f  about 73,600 s q u a re  kilom eters (29,000 s q u a re  m iles), or 

o v e r  15 percent of T u rk m e n is ta n ’s territory; it is the s m a lle s t  w elayat 

in  th e  country . Its p o p u l a t i o n  w as the second la rg e s t an d  w as esti­

m a te d  at about 1,060,000 (2 0 0 4 ,  official est.), or a b o u t  17 percent of 

th e  c o u n try ’s population, up  f ro m  about 628.000 (1 9 8 5 ,  o ffic ia l est.). 

D a s h o g u z  w ela ya t's p o p u la tio n  consisted mainly o f  th e  T u r k m e n s  

b u t a ls o  included K azakhs, U z b e k s , Russians, K a ra k a lp a k s , and oth ­

e r s  (2 0 0 4 , est.). Dashoguz o b l a s t  w as originally fo rm e d  in the 1930s. 

It c o n s is ts  o f  eight e tr a p s , a n d  th e  city  of D a s h o g u z  a s  th e  capital.

A g r i c u l t u r e  (anim al h u s b a n d ry ,  c o t t o n ,  rice , a n d  vegetables, 

e t c . ) ,  fo o d  processing, i n d u s t r y ,  and s e r v ic e s  are th e  m a in  sectors
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of its e c o n o m y .  D uring the S o v ie t e r a  D ashoguz w e la y a t  w a s  an 

im portan t c o tto n -p ro d u c in g  p r o v i n c e ,  though c o tto n  o u tp u t  

dropped s ig n if ic a n t ly  in the 1980s. I t a lso  specialized in p ro d u c in g  

and p ro c e s s in g  agricu ltural p ro d u c ts  f o r  local co nsum ption  a n d  fo r 

export. S in c e  th e  1970s and 1 9 8 0 s s o m e  areas o f the o b l a s t  h av e  

been n e g a tiv e ly  affected by the e n v iro n m e n ta l  im pact o f  th e  A r a l  

S e a ’s  d e c lin e .

In the 1 9 9 0 s  D ashoguz w elaya t r e c e iv e d  significant in v e s tm e n ts  in 

the ag r ic u ltu ra l sec to r and c o n s tru c tio n , but its industrial e n te rp r is e s  

experienced  fin an c ia l difficulties. T h e  strategically  im p o rtan t C e n tra l 

A sia-C enter a n d  Bukhara-Ural g a s  p i p e l i n e s  run th rough  th e  w e ­

layat's  te rr ito ry .

Im p o rtan t h isto rical and t o u r i s t  s i te s  include K o n e u r g e n c h ,  the 

ruins o f  a n c ie n t  Dowkesen C ity  (V a z ir) , the ruins o f  m e d ie v a l 

Shasenem  C ity ,  the ruins o f an c ien t D iy arb ak ir City, the ru in s  o f  the 

Ism am u t-A ta  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o m p le x  (1 0 th—12th c e n tu r ie s  and  

16th—18th c e n tu r ie s ) , and som e o th e r s .

D A Y K H A N . 1. P easant. 2. A fa rm er w o rk in g  on land and c u lt iv a t in g  

a g r ic u l t u r a l  products, unlike a p a s t o r a l  n o m a d , w ho m o v e s  w ith 

his herds in th e  mountains th ro u g h o u t the year.

D E K H I S T A N . O n e o f  the oases, w h ic h  flourished in w hat is  n o w  the 

B a lk a n  w e l a y a t  (southwestern T u rk m en is tan ) in anc ien t a n d  m e ­

dieval t im e s . It experienced sev e ra l ze n ith s  and nadirs a n d  b u ilt  its 

fortune o n  a g r ic u l t u r e  and t r a d e  o n  the G r e a t  S i lk  R o a d .  Its 

center— th e  c ity  o f  M esrian—b e c a m e  a large trading cen te r in  th e  an ­

cient tim e s . D esp ite  numerous w a rs  a n d  destructions it s u rv iv e d  w ell 

into the 1 3 th  century, when it w a s  d e s tro y e d  by the M o n g o ls ,  w ho 

also ru in ed  th e  fragile irrigation s y s te m  o f  the oasis. A fte r th e  M o n ­

gol in v asio n  th e  oasis never re c o v e re d  its past glories and b y  th e  16th 

century it w a s  deserted. Several e x a m p le s  o f  the ancient a r c h i t e c t u r e  

survived, in c lu d in g  Shir-Kabir M o s q u e ,  m inaret Abu Ja fa r  A k h m a d . 

and som e o th e rs .

The ru in s  o f  the ancient c ities  o f  D ekhistan were e x c a v a te d  by 

Russian a n d  Turkm enistan a rc h e o lo g is ts  in the 1940s and 1 9 5 0 s  and 

in the 1 9 9 0 s . In 1991 the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Turkm enistan e s ta b lis h e d  in 

this area a  h is to rica l and cultural p a rk  protected by the s ta te .
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D E M O C R A T I C  P A R T Y  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N  (D P T )  (Turk- 

m enistanyn  Demokratik P artiyasy  in  T u rk m en ). A  p o litica l organi­

z a t io n  established on D e c e m b e r  16, 1991, as the s u c c e s s o r  o f  the rul­

in g  C o m m u n is t  P a rty  o f  T u r k m e n  SSR . At the fo u n d in g  congress 

P re s id e n t  S a p a rm u ra t N iy a z o v  w as elected as th e  ch a irm an  of the 

D P T . A lthough all m em b ers  o f  the Com munist P a r ty  co u ld  join the 

D P T , a  significant num b er o f  p eop le  opted not to  d o  so . The party 

m a in ta in s  branches in e v e ry  d is tr ic t ,  city, and tow n  a n d  maintains its 

p a r ty  ce lls  in every public o rg a n iz a tio n , m inistry, a n d  sta te  adminis­

t r a t io n  at all levels. It p lay s  an  im portant role in th e  po litica l life of 

th e  re p u b lic  as the ruling m a s s  political party. T h e  c o n g re sse s  of the 

D P T  are held on an ir re g u la r  b as is . According to  o f f ic ia l  estimates 

th e r e  w ere  about 115.000 m e m b e rs  in 2004.

D E P E  (a ls o  bayyr). 1. A h ill u su a lly  in the site o f  th e  anc ien t burial 

p la c e  o f  a prominent lead er o r  k h a n . 2. A hill e rec ted  a s  a foundation 

o f  a  fo r tre ss , e.g., A lty n  D e p e .

D E S S A N  (a ls o  destan, dastan). 1. Traditional epic o r  p o e m , o r combi­

n a t io n  o f  poetry and p ro se  p o p u la r  among the C e n tra l  A sians, in­

c lu d in g  T u rk m en s. It is o f te n  perform ed  by bagshys accom pan ied  by 

d u ta r .  T here  are heroic, f a n ta s tic ,  o r romantic e p ic s .  S o m e  contem ­

p o ra ry  Turkm en scholars c o n s id e r  the epic O guznam a  as one of the 

e a r l ie s t  and most acclaim ed  d e s s a n s  about the T u r k m e n s  and Turk­

m e n  land . 2. In classic P e rs ia n  literature rom antic p o e m s  are often 

c a l le d  d essa n s  (e.g., Leila  a n d  M e jn u n , etc.). 3. V erses an d  songs pro­

d u c e d  and recited by b a g s h y s .

D E S T A N . S ee  DESSAN.

D E S T E R K H A N  (a lso  sachak  in  T u rk m en ). 1 . R e fre sh m e n ts , dinner 

o r  lu n c h . 2. Tablecloth o r sp e c ia l  piece of fabric on  th e  flo o r, ground, 

o r  lo w -h e ig h t table. T ra d itio n a lly  Turkmen fam ilies h a d  their meals 

o n  th e  desterkhan  on the f lo o r .

D O C T O R  O F  S C IE N C E S  (D o k to r  Nauk in R u s s ia n ) . T h e  highest ac­

a d e m ic  degree in T u rk m en is tan . T he degree is a w a rd e d  by the Spe­

c ia l iz e d  (Science) Council u p o n  the successful c o m p le tio n  o f  the dok-
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torantura (d o c to ra te  studies), w hich  in v o lv e s  the writing a n d  p u b lic  

defense o f  a  d o c to ra l dissertation. T h e  S pecialized  State C o m m is s io n  

must reg is ter a n d  approve the d is se r ta tio n . See  also E D U C A T IO N .

D O N  (chapan  in  e a s te r n  areas). T ra d it io n a l  Turkmen c o tto n -q u ilte d

dressing g o w n  o r  buttonless o v e rc o a t. T h e  don  usually r e a c h e s  the 

ankles and  is  w o rn  by both men a n d  w o m e n , though the s ty le  and  

color o f m e n ’s d o n s  differ from w o m e n ’s. D ons  are often h a n d m a d e  

and, th e re fo re , they  vary in co lo rs  a n d  design. It w as c u s to m a ry  

among T u r k m e n s  to  present a b r ig h tly  co lo red  don to an h o n o ra b le  

guest or re la t iv e  as well as to g ive  it to  m em bers o f the f a m ily  w ho  

were leav in g  fo r  a long trip. This t ra d i t io n  still exits in so m e p a r ts  o f  

T urkm enistan .

D O V L E T . 1. T h e  term  refers to the s ta te  o r  g o v ern m en t a d m in is tr a ­

tion. 2. P o lit ic a l  pow er of the sta te . 3 .  F irs t name for m ale.

D R U G S. U n til th e  early  20th century s o m e  T u rk m en  farm ers p ro d u c e d  

illicit d ru g s (m a in ly  marijuana and o p iu m  and its products) f o r  m e d ­

ical p u rp o ses  a n d  personal co n su m p tio n . By the 1930s the c u lt iv a tio n  

and p o ssess io n  o f  illicit drugs w as p ro h ib ite d , although there  w e re  re ­

ports o f l im ite d  production o f o p iu m  a n d  marihuana for p r iv a te  c o n ­

sumption a n d  ep iso d es of sm ugg ling  a tte m p ts  from A f g h a n i s ta n  and 

Iran. In th e  1970s and 1980s so m e  e x p e rts  reported a rise  in  illic it 

drug usage a n d  drug  addiction in th e  re p u b lic , although the S o v ie t  au ­

thorities d e n ie d  it. There were u n c o n f irm e d  reports that in th e  1980s 

a s ign ifican t am o u n t of drugs w as sm u g g led  from A fg h a n is ta n , as 

T urkm enistan  becam e one o f  the m a jo r  bases for the Soviet t ro o p s  in ­

volved in m ili ta ry  actions in that c o u n try  and one o f the m a jo r  ro u tes  

for the S o v ie t  t r a d e  with A fg h an istan .

A cco rd in g  to  som e international o rganizations, since th e  1990s 

T urkm enistan  has gradually b ec o m e an  im portant transit c o u n try  o f  

illicit d ru g s  o rig in a tin g  in A fg h an is tan . In the early 2000s th e r e  w ere 

reports o f  o p iu m  growth in rem ote a re a s  o f  Turkm enistan, a l th o u g h  

the re p u b lic  w as  not named as a s ig n if ic a n t source o f i l lic it  d ru g s . 

H owever, th e  U nited  Nations O ff ice  o n  D rugs and C rim e (U N O D C ) 

Opium S u rv e y  (2002) named T u rk m e n is ta n  among o th e r C en tra l 

Asian s ta te s  a s  one o f the m ajor r o u te s  fo r smuggling A fg h a n is ta n 's
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i l l ic i t  d rug s to R u s s ia ,  E u ro p e ,  and  other d e s tin a tio n s .  There are no 

p re c is e  figures availab le t o r  2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 4 , but v a r io u s  estim ates indi­

c a te  that the income from  d r u g  trafficking g en e ra te s  significant rev­

e n u e  fo r the shadow e c o n o m y .  In 2002 the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  provided 

su p p le m e n ta l funding to  a c q u ir e  equipm ent and w o rk e d  with UN- 

O D C  to train T urkm enistani o ff ice rs  in drug tra f f ic k in g  and smug­

g l in g  con tro ls along T u rk m e n is ta n ’s border with A fg h a n is ta n .

T urkm enistan  signed an U N O D C -sponsored  M em o ra n d u m  of Un­

d e rs ta n d in g  in Sub-regional D ru g  Control C oopera tion  in Central Asia 

(1 9 9 6 )  and  hosted the U N O D C -sponsored  fourth re v ie w  meeting of 

h ig h -le v e l officials on d rug  lig h tin g  in A s h g a b a t  on  D e cem b er 13 and 

1 4 , 2 0 0 2 . The main topic o f  th e  m eeting was the e s tab lish m en t of a re­

g io n a l  antidrugs intelligence a n d  coordination cen te r. In 2004 the In­

te rn a tio n a l Narcotics C o n tro l B oard  (INCB) c ritic ize d  Turkmenistan 

fo r  fa iling  to take part in se v e ra l regional and su b reg io n a l drug-control 

a c tiv it ie s  and for not a c tiv e ly  participating in th o s e  cooperation 

a rra n g e m e n ts  that it had fo rm a lly  jo ined . A co m b in a tio n  o f  widespread 

p o v e r ty , corruption, and a lo w  level ot law en fo rcem en t contributed to 

a n  increasing  involvement o f  T urkm en  citizens in d ru g  trafficking.

In 1997 Turkm enistani p o l ic e  and b o rd e r  g u a r d s  confiscated 

3 9 ,5 5 5  kilograms o f v ario u s d ru g s , including 15 k i lo g ra m s  o f  opium 

a n d  1,888 kilograms o l h e ro in . In 2000, 5,245 k ilo g ra m s  o f  hashish,

1 2 9  k ilog ram s of opium , a n d  5 0  kilogram s o f h ero in  w e re  seized. Ac­

c o r d in g  to the In ternational N arco tics Control S tr a te g y  Report, in 

2 0 0 1  the Turkm enistan la w  enforcem ent a g e n c ie s  seized  about

1 4 6 ,0 0 0  kilogram s o f p re c u rs o r  chemical Acetic A n h y d r id e  (AA).

D U A L  C IT IZ E N S H IP  T R E A T Y . Signed by T u rk m e n is ta n  and the 

R u s s i a n  F ed eration  in D e c e m b e r  1993. the trea ty  g ra n te d  Russian 

c i t iz e n s h ip  to citizens o f  T urkm en istan  (in c lu d in g  th o se  o f non- 

R u s s ia n  origin and m ilitary  a n d  b o r d e r  guard  p e rso n n e l)  residing in 

T u rk m e n is ta n . According to  m a s s  m edia reports , b e tw e e n  25,000 

a n d  6 0 ,0 0 0  people app lied  fo r  dual citizenship b e tw e e n  1994 and 

2 0 0 3 . In mid-2003 the T u rk m en is tan i g o v e r n m e n t w ithdrew  from 

th e  trea ty , causing som e d ip lo m a tic  tensions b e tw een  th e  countries.

D U T A R . A Turkmen trad itional plucked stringed m u s ic a l instrument 

w ith  a  pear-shaped body and  a  long  neck. The d u ta r  re sem b le s  the two-
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stringed lute a n d  is customarily m a d e  o f  w ood. The d u tar  is t ra d i t io n ­

ally used b y  b a g sh ys  and d u ta r c h y s  (literally ‘V /w /ar-p layers — 

national b a rd s )  during various m a jo r  ev e n ts  and family g a th e r in g s . 

Traditionally, d u ta rch ys  were invited  to  s in g  the songs ol h e ro e s  an d  to 

cheer people u p  during various p u b lic  ev e n ts .

D Y K M A - S E R D A R , O V E Z M U R A T  ( 1 8 2 5 - 1 8 8 4 ? ) .  An in f lu e n tia l  

tribal and m ili ta ry  leader of T u r k m e n s  in the A k h a l area in th e  19th 

century. O v e z m u ra t D ykm a-Serdar p a rtic ip a ted  actively in p o litic a l  

and m ilitary  developm ents in the T u rk m e n  land in the s e c o n d  h a lf  of 

the 19th c e n tu ry . He participated in  several m ilitary e x p e d it io n s  

against n e ig h b o rin g  countries and  w a s  acknow ledge for h is  p e rso n a l 

bravery. F ro m  1879 to 1881 he p la y e d  a prominent ro le in  th e  w ar 

against R u s s i a n  troops. In 1880—1881 he was one of the c o m m a n d ­

ers o f the G e o k - T e p e  fortress and  o rg a n iz e d  fierce re s is ta n c e  to  the 

troops led b y  general M ik h a il  S k o b e l e v .  He surrendered o n ly  a fte r 

the R ussian  co n q u e s t of the A khal r e g io n .  He was am n estied  a n d  re ­

ceived the r a n k  o f  major in the R u s s ia n  adm inistration.

D Z H U N A I D - K H A N . See JU N A ID -K H A N .

-  E -

E C O N O M I C  C O O P E R A T I O N  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  ( E C O ) .  A n  o r ­

ganization e s tab lish ed  in 1 9 8 5 . It in c lu d e d  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  I r a n ,  P ak ­

istan, and T u rk e y , although its o r ig in a l  roots can be trac ed  to  a  re ­

gional g ro u p in g  established in 1 9 6 4 . The ECO w as o ff ic ia l ly  

estab lished  to  prom ote regional e c o n o m ic  cooperation. In 1 9 9 2  the 

newly in d e p e n d e n t Azerbaijan, K a z a k h s t a n ,  K y rgyzstan , T a j i k ­

i s t a n ,  T u rk m e n is ta n , and U z b e k i s t a n  w ere invited to jo in  th e  E C O . 

The total p o p u la tio n  of the EC O  m e m b e rs  is about 300 m ill io n  and 

their te r r ito r ie s  cover over six m ill io n  square kilometers ( tw ic e  the 

size o f  In d ia ) .  A lm ost im m ediately a f te r  its membership g re w  to  10, 

the EC O  d e c la re d  that it was “d ire c te d  against no country o r  g ro u p  o f 

coun tries."
T u rk m en is tan  sought to open an  E C O  m arket for its g a s  a n d  o i l  and 

to obtain a n o th e r  route for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f its natural re s o u rc e s  to
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in tern a tio n a l markets. T h e  Turkm en istan! g o v e r n m e n t  also hoped 

th a t  t r a d e  with ECO p a r tn e r s  would reduce its d ep en d en cy  on the 

R u s s i a n  and C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  markets. The 

E C O  adopted the Q uetta  P la n  o f  Action (February  19 9 3 ), the Istanbul 

D e c la ra tio n  (ECO L ong T e rm  Perspectives) (Ju ly  1993), the Almaty 

O u tl in e  Plan for the D e v e lo p m e n t o f the T ransport S e c to r  in the ECO 

R e g io n  (October 1993), th e  A shgabat D eclaration  o f  1997, the Pro­

g ra m  o f  Action for the E C O  D ecade of T ran sp o rt a n d  Communica­

t io n s  (M arch 1998), and  th e  T ran sit Transport F ra m e w o rk  Agreement.

A m o n g  the m ajor p ro je c ts  sponsored o r s u p p o r te d  by the ECO 

w a s  the T ejen -M ash h ad -S e rak h s r a i lw a y  line (1 9 9 6 ) ,  w hich opened 

u p  ra ilw a y  traffic on th e  n o r th e rn  line of the T ra n s -A s ia n  Railway of 

th e  “ East-W est" T ra n sp o r t  C orridor, and on  th e  “ North-South” 

T ra n s p o r t  Corridor l in k in g  C e n tra l Asian R ep u b lic s  w ith  the ports of 

th e  P ersian  Gulf; and th e  develo p m en t o f  an in fra s tru c tu re  for the 

“ E as t-W e st” (including E u ro p e -C au casu s-A sia ) a n d  “ N orth-South" 

T ra n s p o r t  Corridors. In 2 0 0 2  the ECO m em bers a n n o u n c e d  comple­

t io n  o f  several p ro jec ts, in c lu d in g  the opening o f  a  con tainer route 

K a z a k h s ta n -T u rk m e n is ta n -T u rk e y  (Istanbul) th ro u g h  the Trans- 

A s ia n  R ailw ay ro u te , in te rn a tio n a l p a s s e n g e r  ro u te  Almaty- 

T a sh k e n t-T e h ra n -Is ta n b u l an d  A lm aty -T ash k en t-T u rk m en ab a t- 

I s ta n b u l .  In March 2 0 0 4  th e  E C O  Council o f  H e a d s  o f  Custom s Ad­

m in is tra tio n s  (C H CA ) d is c u s s e d  the es tab lish m en t o f  a Data Bank 

o n  S m uggling  and C u s to m s  O ffenses, and the T ra n s i t  Trade Com ­

m itte e  discussed a T ra n s it T ra d e  Agreement. T h e  e x p e r ts  discussed 

m e a s u re s  to simplify a n d  h a rm o n iz e  custom s p ro c e d u re s  for the de ­

v e lo p m e n t of trade a m o n g  E C O  member states.

E C O N O M Y .  During the 2 0 th  century  the eco n o m y  o f  Turkm enistan 

w a s  on the periphery o f  th e  international m arke ts. B y  the early 20th 

c e n tu ry  most of the T u rk m e n s  w ere engaged in sm a ll-s c a le  farming, 

p ro d u c in g  c o t to n , g ra in s , v eg e tab les , and fruits a n d  in a subsistence 

e c o n o m y , raising h o r s e s ,  s h e e p ,  goats, and ca m e ls  in the outskirts o f 

th e  m ajo r oases and in th e  G a r a g u m  D e s e r t .  In s o m e  sm all towns 

a n d  villages the T u rk m en s  w orked  as craftsm en p ro d u c in g  equip ­

m e n t ,  clothes, w eaponry, s i lk ,  highly valued h a n d m a d e  c a r p e ts  for 

d o m e s tic  use and for sa le  o r  exchange in the large b a z a a rs . The R u s ­

s i a n  E m p ir e  co lon ization  b ro u g h t major ch a n g es , a s  it invested in
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building th e  Z acasp ian  r a i lw a y  (1 8 8 0 - 1 8 8 8 ) .  With the in tro d u c tio n  

of the fa s te r  and  cheaper t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system, the Z a c a s p i a n  

oblast b e c a m e  an important s u p p lie r  o f  co tton  and som e o t h e r  p ro d ­

ucts. D u rin g  th is  period, the local e c o n o m y  experienced an  im p o r ta n t 

transform ation  that completely c h a n g e d  the economy, t r a d e  p a tte rn s  

and way o f  l iv in g  among the T u rk m e n s . T h e  scale o f the c h a n g e s  w as 

significant. F o r  exam ple, the fa rm e rs  increased  production  o f  co tto n  

from 300 to n s  in  1890 to 6 4 ,000  to n s  in 1913. H undreds o f  sm all 

w orkshops a n d  plants were o p en ed  in  all m ajor towns and  c i t i e s ,  p ro ­

ducing v a r io u s  products for local co n su m p tio n  and fo r e x p o r ts  to 

Russia, I r a n ,  an d  som e other c o u n tr ie s .

D uring th e  S o v ie t era the K re m lin  d irec ted  large in v e s tm e n ts  from  

the C en tra l S o v ie t budget into d e v e lo p m e n t of the heavy a n d  p e tro ­

chemical i n d u s t r i e s  and into m a c h in e ry , textile, light m a n u fa c tu r in g , 

and m i n i n g  en terprises. A cco rd in g  to  official reports, m o re  th an  90 

new in d u s tr ia l p lan ts were built in T u rk m en is tan  during th e  f i r s t  s tage  

of in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  alone (1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 2 ) ,  including tex tile  a n d  s ilk ­

p rocessing fa c to rie s , electric p o w e r  s ta tio n s , and m any o th e r s .  T he 

industrial p ro d u c tio n  in the re p u b lic  g re w  at an average a n n u a l  rate 

of b e tw een  8 and 14 percent d u r in g  the  first five p ia t i le tk a s  ( f i v e -  

y e a r  p l a n s ) ,  b u t significantly s lo w e d  do w n  during the last S o v ie t  p i ­

a tile tkas. B e tw e e n  the 1940s an d  1 9 7 0 s the national e c o n o m y  w as 

boosted b y  d isco v ery  and d e v e lo p m e n t o f  large g a s  and o i l  f ie ld s ,  a l ­

though m u c h  o f  the revenue w as ta k e n  to the central b u d g e t. D u e  to 

econom ic m ism anagem ent, in a d e q u a te  planning, and s h o r ta g e s  in the 

retail s e c to r ,  Turkm enistan, like a ll  o th e r Soviet re p u b lic s , e x p e ri ­

enced th e  r is e  o f  shadow eco n o m y , w h ich  was based on ta x  e v a s io n , 

account m an ip u la tio n s, m arket a rb itra t io n , misuse o f  p u b l ic  fu n d s, 

and, la te r , o n  the sale of d r u g s .

In 1991 Turkm enistan becam e independent and e m e rg e d  as a 

m id d le -in co m e developing co u n try , i f  measured by the m a jo r  eco ­

nom ic in d ic a to rs . The country had  a  P P P  o f  about U S$3,540 (G N P  per 

capita o f  a b o u t  U S$ 1,44011991, U N D P  est.]), fairly well a h e a d  o f  Pak ­

istan, J o rd a n ,  and Indonesia. In th e  1990s the governm ent fo c u se d  on 

production  o f  gas and oil, becom ing  o n e  o f  the major ex p o rte rs  o f  these 

resources in  the region. The a g r ic u l tu r e  sector did not e x p e rie n c e  sig ­

n ificant c h a n g e s  and was still d o m in a te d  by the m onoculture o f  cotton 

(second la rg e s t producer o f co tton  in the region, behind U z b ek is ta n ),
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a lth o u g h  it significantly in c re a se d  production o f  g ra in s .  M ost of the na­

t i o n ’s economy rem ains u n d e r  state control, a lth o u g h  there  was limited 

p riv a tiza tio n  of small- a n d  m edium -size en terprises. S e e  also  BANK­

IN G ; SERV ICES; T O U R IS M ; STRA TEGY F O R  SOCIAL- 

E C O N O M IC  C H A N G E S  IN  T U R K M E N IS T A N  U N TIL 2010 

P R O G R A M .

E D U C A T I O N .  The c u rre n t T urkm enistan! e d u c a tio n a l system  has a 

s t ro n g  Russian/Soviet in f lu e n c e  and is provided f o r  free to the gen ­

e r a l  p o p u la t io n ,  a lth o u g h  d u r in g  the last decade co n s id e rab le  efforts 

w e re  m ade to revam p th e  ed u ca tio n a l system a c c o rd in g  to the latest 

p o litic a l  and econom ic c h a n g e s  in the country.

U n til the 19th ce n tu ry  th e  T u r k m e n s  w ere e d u c a te d  mainly in 

s m a ll  m e k d e p s  and m e d r e s e s  (m ainly in A rabic), p rim arily  in large 

c i t ie s  in what is now A f g h a n i s t a n .  Ir a n , and U z b e k i s t a n .  In addi­

t io n ,  som e technical sk ills  a n d  professional e x p e r t is e  w ere passed on 

b y  u s s a ts  or khaypas  (m e n to rs )  at craftsman o rd e r s ,  while a k h u n s  

p a s s e d  spiritual k n o w led g e  to  th e ir students at re lig io u s  centers. The 

R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  in v es ted  in  the  establishm ent o f  m o d e rn  schools on 

th e  territory of p re se n t-d a y  Turkm enistan and  in tro d u ced  a few 

d o z e n s  new R u ssian -lan g u ag e  schools, R u ssk o - tu ze m n ie  shkoly , and 

native-language secu lar m e k d e p s  for the native p o p u la tio n  and al ­

lo w e d  religious m e d re sse s . R ussian  universities, in c lu d in g  military 

a c a d e m ie s , accepted th e  m o s t  talented T urkm en  ch ild ren  (mostly 

m a le s )  from rich and n o b le  T urkm en families a n d  c la n s . Yet, in the 

e a r ly  20th century th e re  w e re  only 58 p rim ary  sch o o ls  and 210 

m e k d e p s  in the Z a c a s p ia n  o b la s t  and the illiteracy  ra te  w as above 90 

to  95  percent.

D u rin g  the Soviet e ra  (1 9 1 8 -1 9 9 1 ) a co m p re h e n s iv e  educational 

in frastructu re  and m o d ern  educational system  p ro v id e d  free educa ­

t io n  em phasizing sc ien c es , m athem atics, and p ra c t ic a l  skills. In 1922 

th e  first teachers’ co lleg e  w a s  opened in A s h g a b a t ,  and by 1924 

a b o u t 300 schools p ro v id ed  education  to around 5 ,6 0 0  Turkmen stu ­

d e n ts .  In 1930 there w e re  a lre a d y  1,051 schools w i th  67,545 pupils, 

in c lu d in g  girls. By the la te  1930s the g o v e r n m e n t  had eradicated 

m a s s  illiteracy, and p rim ary  education  becam e co m p u lso ry . The liter­

a c y  rate in the republic g re w  from  about 14 p e rcen t in  1926 to 77 per ­

c e n t  in 1939. In 1959 se c o n d a ry  education b e c a m e  com pulsory in
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T urk m en istan . A ccording to the 1 9 7 0  ce n su s  99 percent o f  th e  T u rk ­

m en istan  p o p u la tio n  was literate .

A c co rd in g  to  official statistics, in  1981 m ore than 7 0 4 ,7 0 0  s tu d e n ts  

(out o f a to ta l  population o f  a b o u t 3 .6  m illion peop le), o r  a p p ro x i ­

mately 2 0  p e rc e n t o f the p o p u la tio n , a ttended ap p ro x im a te ly  1,700 

schools. M o re  than  35,000 te a c h e rs  ta u g h t at schools in th e  re p u b lic . 

About 4 5 ,0 0 0  students attended 1 2 2  specialized seco n d ary  sch o o ls  

and te c h n ic a l colleges. In a d d itio n , 3 1,000 students a tte n d e d  six  in ­

stitutes o f  h ig h e r  (tertiary) e d u c a tio n . Y et. the know ledge o f  R u ss ia n , 

which w a s  th e  m edium  of in s tru c tio n  a t m ost tertiary in s t itu t io n s , w as 

one o f th e  lo w e s t in the Central A s ia n  reg ion , as only 27 .7  p e rc e n t  o f 

Turkm ens s ta te d  in 1989 that th ey  w e re  fluent in R ussian , th e  second  

lowest p e rc e n ta g e  in the region a f te r  U zbekistan.

A fter in d ep en d en ce  in 1991 th e  educational sy stem  in  T u rk ­

m enistan u n d e rw en t three m ajo r c h a n g e s .  First, there w a s  a  c o n v e r ­

sion o f  th e  T urkm en alphabet f ro m  C y rillic  to Latin an d  a  tran sfe r 

from R u ss ia n  to the T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e  as the m edium  o f  in s tru c ­

tion, a f te r  th e  Turkm en language b e c a m e  the official la n g u a g e  o f  the 

state. S e c o n d , there was a c o n s id e ra b le  reduction o f  sta te  fu n d in g  o f 

the e d u c a tio n a l system . T hird , th e  governm ent reform ed th e  h igher 

education  sy s tem  by dow nsizing m a n y  universities and c lo s in g  m any 

research p ro je c ts .

The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  (1992) stipulates th a t  “every 

citizen h a s  the right to ed u ca tio n ” an d  that “elem entary a n d  high- 

school e d u c a tio n  are compulsory a n d  everyone has the rig h t to  receive 

such e d u c a tio n  free of charge in governm ental ed u ca tio n a l institu ­

tions.” It a lso  states, “Education is  separate  from re lig ious o rg a n iz a ­

tions an d  is secu lar in nature.” T u rk m e n  is the major la n g u a g e  o f  in ­

struction in  schools, colleges, an d  u n iv ers itie s , although R u ss ia n  is also 

used so m e tim e s  as the medium o f  in stru c tio n . There were c o n s id e rab le  

efforts to  im prove the quality o f  teach in g  of the English  lan g u ag e , 

though th e  government restric ted th e  education o f T u rk m en  citizens 

overseas, an d  in 2002-2003 T u rk m e n  students were req u ired  to  obtain 

special p erm iss io n  to travel o v e rse a s  fo r educational p u rp o se s . In Jan ­

uary 2 0 0 4  these  restrictions w ere  fo rm a lly  lifted. In M ay 2 0 0 4 , how ­

ever, th e  governm ent ordered re ev a lu a tio n  o f degree c e r tif ic a te s  o f  all 

students th a t w ere received o v e rse a s  a fte r 1993 in order to  a s su re  their 

co m p lian ce  w ith the educational s ta n d a rd s  in Turkm enistan.



5 4  •  ED U C A T IO N

a lth o u g h  it significantly in c re ased  production o f  g ra in s . M ost of the na­

t io n ’s economy rem ains u n d e r  state control, a lth o u g h  there was limited 

p rivatization  of sm all- a n d  m edium -size e n te rp rise s . See  also BANK ­

IN G ; SERVICES; T O U R IS M ; ST R A T E G Y  FO R  SOCIAL- 

E C O N O M IC  C H A N G E S  IN  T U R K M E N IS T A N  UNTIL 2010 

P R O G R A M .

E D U C A T I O N .  The c u r re n t Turkm enistan! e d u c a tio n a l system has a 

s tro n g  Russian/Soviet in f lu e n c e  and is p rov ided  fo r  free to the gen ­

e r a l  p o p u la t io n , a lth o u g h  d u rin g  the last d ecad e  co nsiderab le  efforts 

w e re  m ade to revam p th e  educational system  a c c o rd in g  to the latest 

p o litic a l and econom ic c h a n g e s  in the country.

U ntil the 19th ce n tu ry  th e  T u r k m e n s  w ere e d u c a te d  mainly in 

sm a ll m e kd ep s  and m e d r e s e s  (mainly in A rab ic), prim arily  in large 

c i t ie s  in what is now A f g h a n i s t a n ,  I r a n , and U z b e k i s t a n .  In addi­

t io n ,  som e technical sk ills  a n d  professional e x p e r t is e  w ere passed on 

b y  u s s a ts  or khaypas  (m e n to rs )  at craftsman o rd e r s ,  w hile a k h u n s  

p a sse d  spiritual k n o w led g e  to  their students at re lig io u s  centers. The 

R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  in v ested  in  the establishm ent o f  m o d ern  schools on 

th e  territory of p re se n t-d a y  Turkm enistan a n d  in troduced a few 

d o z e n s  new R ussian -lan g u ag e  schools, R u ssk o - tu ze m n ie  shkoly , and 

native-language secu lar m e k d e p s  for the native  po p u la tio n  and al ­

lo w e d  religious m e d re sse s . R ussian universities, includ ing  military 

a c ad em ies , accepted th e  m o s t talented T u rk m en  ch ild ren  (mostly 

m a le s )  from rich and n o b le  Turkm en fam ilies a n d  c lan s . Yet, in the 

e a r ly  20th century th e re  w ere  only 58 p rim ary  sch o o ls  and 210 

m e k d e p s  in the Z a c a s p i a n  o b la s t  and the illite racy  ra te  w as above 90 

to  95  percent.

D uring  the Soviet e ra  (1 9 1 8 -1 9 9 1 ) a c o m p re h e n s iv e  educational 

in frastructu re and m o d em  educational system  p ro v id e d  free educa ­

t io n  em phasizing sc ien ces , m athem atics, and p ra c tic a l skills. In 1922 

th e  first teachers’ co lleg e  w as  opened in A s h g a b a t ,  and by 1924 

a b o u t 300 schools p ro v id ed  education to around 5 ,6 0 0  Turkmen stu ­

d e n ts .  In 1930 there w ere  a lread y  1,051 schools w i th  67,545 pupils, 

in c lu d in g  girls. By the la te  1930s the g o v e r n m e n t  had eradicated 

m a s s  illiteracy, and p rim ary  education became c o m p u lso ry . The liter­

a c y  rate in the republic g re w  from  about 14 p e rcen t in  1926 to 77 per ­

c e n t  in 1939. In 1959 se c o n d a ry  education b e c a m e  com pulsory in



T u r k m e n i s t a n .  According to the 1 9 7 0  ce n su s  99 p e rc e n t o f  th e  T u rk  

men istani p o p u la tio n  was lite ra te .

A cco rd in g  to official sta tis tics , in  1981 m ore than 7 0 4 ,7 0 0  s tu d e n ts  

(out o f a  to ta l  population o f  a b o u t  3 .6  m illion p e o p le ) ,  o r  n p p ro x i 

mately 2 0  p e rcen t of the p o p u la t io n ,  a ttended  a p p r o x im a te ly  1.700 

schools. M o re  than  35,000 te a c h e rs  ta u g h t at schools in t h e  r e p u b lic .  

About 4 5 ,0 0 0  students attended  1 2 2  spec ia lized  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  

and te c h n ic a l colleges. In a d d it io n , 3 1 .0 0 0  students a t t e n d e d  six  m 

stitutes o f  h ig h e r  (tertiary) e d u c a t io n .  Y et, the k n o w le d g e  o f  R u s s ia n , 

which w a s  th e  m edium  of in s tru c tio n  a t m ost tertiary  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w as 

one o f  th e  lo w e s t in the C entral A s ia n  re g io n , as on ly  2 7 .7  p e r c e n t  o f 

Turkm ens s ta te d  in 1989 that th e y  w e re  fluent in R u s s ia n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  

lowest p e rc e n ta g e  in the region a f t e r  U zbek istan .

A fter in d ep en d en ce  in 1991 th e  educational s y s te m  in  T u rk ­

m enistan u n d e rw e n t three m ajo r c h a n g e s .  First, th e re  w a s  a  c o n v e r ­

sion o f  th e  T urkm en  alphabet f r o m  C y rillic  to L atin  a n d  a  tra n s fe r  

from R u s s ia n  to the T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e  as the m e d iu m  o f  in s t ru c ­

tion, a f te r  th e  Turkm en language b e c a m e  the offic ial l a n g u a g e  o f  the 

state. S e c o n d , there was a c o n s id e ra b le  reduction o f  s ta te  f u n d i n " o f 

the e d u c a tio n a l system . T hird , th e  g o v e rn m e n t re fo rm e d  th e  h ig h e r  

education sy s te m  by dow nsizing m a n y  un iversities an d  c l o s i n g  m an s 

research p ro je c ts .

The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  ( 1 9 9 2 )  s tip u la te s  t h a t  “ » . - 

citizen h a s  th e  right to ed u ca tio n ”  an d  that “e le m e n ta ry  a n d  h ^ !  '  

school e d u c a tio n  are com pulsory a n d  every o n e  has the r ig h t  to  rcceTv 

such e d u c a tio n  free of charge in  g o v ern m en ta l e d u c a t io n a l  in s tit ^ 

tions.” It a ls o  states, “Education is  se p a ra te  from re lig io u s  o r g a n i / a  

tions and  is  secu la r in nature.” T u rk m e n  is the m ajor l a n g u a g e  o f  T ~  

struction in  sch o o ls , colleges, and  u n iv e rs it ie s , although R u s s ia n  is ■ l"1 

used so m e tim e s  as the medium o f  in s tru c tio n . There w ere  c o n s i  I »-V i°  

efforts to  im p ro v e  the quality o f  te a c h in g  of the E n g lish  la im  - ^  

though th e  governm ent restric ted th e  education o f  T u rk m e n  c h ly  ' f  

overseas, a n d  in 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 3  T u rk m e n  studen ts were r e q u ir e d  to  o h ? ™  

special p e rm iss io n  to travel o v e rse a s  fo r  educational p u rp o s e s  i „  T "  

uary 2 0 0 4  th e se  restrictions w ere fo rm a lly  lifted. In M ay  2 0 0 4  | ^  

ever, the g o v ern m en t ordered re e v a lu a tio n  o f  de*w » ’ ONV'

students th a t  w ere received o v e rse a s  a f te r  1 9 9 3  

com pliance w ith  the educational s ta n d a rd s  in T u rk m en istan

LUUC A l  l( )N •  !)S
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A t the age of seven, c h i ld re n  beg in a n ine-year co m p u lso ry  educa­

t io n  program , com posed  o f  a three-year p rim ary  schoo ling  (sovat) 

a n d  a six-year secondary  sc h o o lin g  (bilim ). A fte r th e  comp letion o f 

th e  n ine-year educational c y c le ,  students may c o n tin u e  their educa­

t io n  in various technical o r  professional program s o f  various lengths. 

A c c o rd in g  to official s ta t is t ic s ,  in 2002 about 1.1 m illion  students 

( o u t  o f  an officially e s t im a te d  total population o f  a b o u t  six million), 

o r  approxim ately  20 p e rc e n t o f  the population, a tte n d e d  about 1,700 

p r im a ry  and secondary s c h o o ls .  According to o f f ic ia l  statistics, ap ­

p ro x im a te ly  95 to 98 p e rc e n t  o f  all those betw een  th e  ages of seven 

a n d  16 were enrolled in  so m e  kind of e d u c a tio n a l institution, al ­

th o u g h  the dropout rate w a s  h ig h .

A fte r  completing s e c o n d a ry  school, students m a y  en te r  a tertiary 

e d u c a tio n a l institution (u n iv e rs ity  o r institute). A c c o rd in g  to Techni­

c a l  A ssistance to the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s  

(T A C IS ) statistics, in 2 0 0 2  a b o u t 21,000 students a tte n d e d  16 higher 

e d u c a tio n  institutions, d o w n  from  41,000 studen ts in 1991. Accord­

in g  to  the new regulations th e  duration of studies a t  universities was 

d e c re a s e d  from five y ea rs  to  fo u r years, and s tu d e n ts  in higher edu ­

c a t io n  have to spend tw o  y e a rs  in a workplace to  g e t  w ork experi­

e n c e .  S ince the num ber o f  u n iv e rs itie s  in the co u n try  is lim ited, many 

w e a lth y  Turkmenistan! p a re n ts  send their ch ild ren  o v e rse a s . Accord­

in g  to  m edia reports ab o u t 5 ,0 0 0  students co m p le ted  th e ir studies at 

v a r io u s  universities o v e rse a s  betw een 1992 and 2 0 0 3 ,  m ost of them 

in  R u ss ia , Turkey, and th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s .

T h ro u g h o u t the 1990s th e  q u a lity  and a c c e s s ib i l ity  o f  the educa­

t io n a l  system  in T u rk m e n is ta n  declined c o n s id e ra b ly  due to the 

l a c k  o f  qualified teach in g  c a d re s  and d ifficu lties o f  transition  and 

e d u c a tio n a l  reforms. M a n y  te a c h e rs  and p ro fe s so rs  le f t the repub­

l ic  f o r  R u s s ia  and o th er c o u n tr ie s .  The p o st-S o v ie t s ta tis tic s  on ed ­

u c a t io n  in Turkm enistan a re  fragm entary  and s o m e  k ey  indicators 

a r e  u navailab le , as the s ta te  tig h tly  controls th e  r e le a s e  o f  all sta ­

t i s t ic a l  d ata . Therefore, th e re  are  significant d is c re p a n c ie s  in the 

s ta t is t ic a l  data on e d u c a tio n  p ro v id ed  by v ario u s a g e n c ie s  and or ­

g a n iz a t io n s .

E L K E N  D E P E .  A historical s i te  in A k h a l w elayat d a te d  to  the sixth- 

th i rd  centuries b .c . A rc h eo lo g is ts  discovered ru ins o f  a  fortress, city
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square, an d  so m e  public and p r iv a te  b u ild in g s. Some h is to r ia n s  a s so ­

ciate E lk en  D e p e  with the anc ien t P a r th ia n  city o f P a tig ra b a n .

E N V I R O N M E N T . Turkm enistan h a s  d iverse  biophysical re s o u rc e s  

and a very  fra g ile  ecological e n v iro n m e n t.  Throughout th e  2 0 th  c e n ­

tury, e c o n o m ic  developm ent in T u rk m en is tan  focused o n  th e  e x ­

ploitation o f  th e  mineral and w a te r  re so u rces  and arable l a n d ,  w h ich  

was used f o r  such  crops as c o t t o n ,  g ra in , and some o th e rs .  V e ry  o f ­

ten en v iro n m e n ta l issues w ere ig n o re d  o r  addressed in a d e q u a te ly . 

This led to  a n  accum ulation o f  s e r io u s  environm ental p ro b le m s .  By 

the late 1 9 9 0 s Turkm enistan faced  se v e ra l issues, such as d e s e r t i f ic a ­

tion and sa lin iz a tio n  of the arab le la n d  in all w ela ya ts ; e n v iro n m e n ta l  

pollution, e sp e c ia lly  from p e s tic id e s ; petrochem ical p o llu t io n  o f  the 

T urkm en istan ! shore of the C a s p i a n  S e a ;  and som e o th e r s .  T he 

northern a n d  northeast w elayats  h a v e  a lso  experienced th e  n e g a tiv e  

effects o f  th e  disappearance o f  th e  A r a l  S e a .  There are s e r io u s  c o n ­

cerns a b o u t th e  issue of drinking w a te r ,  as the country m ig h t  e x p e r i ­

ence a s e v e re  w a te r shortage by 2 0 3 0 -2 0 4 0 ,  if vital w a te r  p re s e rv a ­

tion m e a su re s  are  not adopted.

In the 1 9 9 0 s  the g o v e r n m e n t  in tro d u c e d  the N atio n a l E n v iro n ­

mental P ro g ra m , which includes m e a su re s  on re fo re s ta tio n , w a te r 

p re se rv a tio n , and  recycling. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t also a d o p te d  sev e ra l 

laws that re g u la te  the exp lo ita tion  o f  the natural re s o u rc e s  in the 

country a n d  pro tection  of the e n v iro n m e n t,  including the L a w  o n  P ro ­

tection o f  N a tu re  (1991), Law on  S ta te  Ecological E x p e r tis e  (1 9 9 6 ) , 

and som e o th e rs .  In 1996 T u rk m e n is ta n  ratified the P ro to c o l o f  C o n ­

vention on  Preservation  o f B io d iv e rs ity . T he governm ent e s ta b lis h e d  

eight s ta te  p reservation  parks (z a p o v e d n ik ) that cover a to ta l  a re a  o f  

about 8 2 0 ,0 0 0  hectares of land.

- F  -

F I V E - Y E A R  P L A N  F O R  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  N A ­

T I O N A L  E C O N O M Y  ( a ls o  p i a t i l e t k a ). Five-year p la n s  o f  e c o ­

nom ic an d  so c ia l development w e re  introduced in T u rk m e n is ta n  as 

part o f  S o v ie t  planning. These p la n s  w ere  prepared by e x p e r t s  a t the 

T urkm en G o s P la n  (State P lanning C o m m ittee ) , with c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f
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ec o n o m is ts  from the A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s ,  v a r io u s  m inistries, and 

th e  C entral C om m ittee o f  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T t ir k m e n  S S R , 

su b je c t to approval by  th e  G osP lan  of the U n io n  o f  Soviet Socialist 

R ep u b lic s  (USSR). A f te r  th a t  the five-year p lan s  w e re  subject to ap ­

p ro v a l by the C o n g r e s s e s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n  

S S R  and by the C o n g re ss  o f  the People’s D e p u tie s  o f  the Turkmen 

S S R .  T he Turkm enistan g o v e r n m e n t  in troduced th e  five-year plans 

in  1928 and abandoned c e n tra liz e d  planning in 1 9 9 1 , although it re ­

ta in e d  som e degree o f  lo n g - te rm  planning and a d o p te d  several long ­

te rm  program s. There w e re  12 piatiletkas  in T u rk m en is tan :

T h e  firs t, from 1928 to  1 9 3 2 .

T h e  second, from 1933 to  1937.

T h e  th ird , from 1938 to  1 9 4 2 .

T h e  fourth , from 1946 to  1950.

T h e  fifth , from 1951 to  1 9 5 5 .

T h e  six th , from 1956 to  1 9 6 0 .

T h e  seventh, from 1959 to  1965 (actually s e v e n -y e a r  plan).

T h e  eigh th , from 1966 to  1970.

T h e  n in th , from 1971 to  1 9 7 6 .

T h e  ten th , from 1976 to  1 9 8 0 .

T h e  eleventh, from 1981 to  1985.

T h e  tw elfth , from 1986 to  1991.

F L A G .  T he M e jlis  (p a rlia m e n t)  o f  Turkm enistan o ff ic ia l ly  adopted the 

n a tio n a l flag of T u rk m en is tan  in February 1992 to  re p la c e  the Soviet 

e r a  red and green flag. T h e  T urkm en  flag is g reen . O n  the left side o f 

th e  flag  is a vertical red  b a n d . The band includes f iv e  m ain c a r p e t  

p a tte rn s  in traditional c o lo r s ,  sym bolizing five m a jo r  t r ib e s  (tribal 

g ro u p s )  o f  the Turkmen n a tio n . There are two c ro s s e d  o live  branches 

a t  th e  bottom  of the red  b a n d  — the symbol o f  T u rk m e n is ta n 's  neu ­

t ra li ty . There are a c re sc e n t an d  five stars on a w h i te  background in 

th e  u p p er left com er o f  th e  g re en  part of the flag . S e e  a lso  COAT O F 

A R M S .

F O R E I G N  P O L IC Y . A fte r  th e  unexpected d is so lu tio n  o f  the Union 

o f  S o v ie t Socialist R e p u b lic s  (U SSR) in 1991, th e  Turkm enistan! 

g o v e r n m e n t  focused on  b u ild in g  its foreign p o lic y  cap ab ilities  with 

a n  em p h asis  on three m a jo r  priorities: first, p e a c e fu lly  resolving all
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d isputes a n d  building susta in ab le  b ila te ra l relations w ith  th e  fo rm er 

Soviet r e p u b l ic s  and ne ighboring  c o u n t r ie s —A f g h a n i s t a n ,  A z e rb a i ­

jan , I r a n ,  K a z a k h s t a n ,  U z b e k i s t a n ,  and  T a j ik is t a n ;  s e c o n d ,  e s ta b ­

lishing in te rn a tio n a l political a n d  e c o n o m ic  relations w ith  th e  W est ­

ern c o u n tr ie s ,  including the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and W e ste rn  E urope; 

th ird , s e c u r in g  safe means fo r  d e l iv e ry  o f its n a tu ra l re so u rc e s , 

nam ely g a s  and  o i l ,  to the in te rn a tio n a l  market th ro u g h  m ultip le  

routes. H o w e v e r ,  there were s o m e  ch a n g es  in the c o u n t ry ’s fo reign  

policy o v e r  th is  time.

In the  e a r ly  1990s T urkm enistan  m ain ta ined  close ties w i th  the  fo r ­

mer S o v ie t  republics and s u p p o r te d  econom ic in te g ra tio n  am ong 

these s ta te s .  T h e  country jo ined  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  

S t a t e s  (C IS )  in Decem ber 1991, b u t  declined jo ining th e  C o m m o n ­

w e a lt h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  C o l l e c t i v e  S e c u r it y  T r e a t y ,  though 

the trea ty  w a s  initially a key in s t itu t io n  to deal with the  s e c u r i ty  is ­

sues a n d  p ro v id ed  an in s titu tio n a l fram ework for r e la t io n s  with 

n e ig h b o rs . In  1992 Turkm enistan jo in e d  a summit o f  T u rk ic  nations 

in Is tan b u l in o rder to extend e c o n o m ic  and cultural re la t io n s  with 

Turkey. T h is  opened the door f o r  g ro w in g  t r a d e , in v e s tm e n ts , and 

t o u r i s m ,  a n d  for cooperation o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  and cu ltu ra l is su e s  be ­

tw een th e  tw o  countries, and T u rk e y  becam e one o f  the k e y  in te rn a ­

tional p a r tn e rs  o f  Turkm enistan. M eanw hile , A s h g a b a t  regarded  

with su s p ic io n  any new a ttem p ts  a t political integration a m o n g  the 

CIS m e m b e rs ,  since it viewed th a t th e  C IS  treaties and b in d in g  ag ree ­

m ents m ig h t  lim it Turkm enistan’s sovereignty . Yet, it had  c lo s e  b ila t ­

eral re la t io n s  w ith the R u s s ia n  F e d e r a t i o n  and was a m o n g  the  first 

co u n trie s  in  the  CIS to sign a D u a l  C i t iz e n s h ip  T r e a t y  w ith  R ussia 

at M o s c o w ’s request in 1993. T u rk m e n is ta n  was am ong th e  found ing  

m em b ers o f  the Central A sian U n io n  (CA U ), which w a s  c re a te d  in 

1990 as  a  consu ltative body fo r th e  C en tra l Asian leaders.

T he s itu a tio n  changed rad ically  in the mid-1990s, as th e  g o v ern ­

ment a d o p te d  the p e r m a n e n t  n e u t r a l i t y  p o lic y . In D e c e m b e r  1995 

the U n ite d  N ations approved th e  perm anent neutral s ta te  s ta tu s  o f 

T u rk m e n is ta n , and the T urkm enistan! government ad o p ted  its C on ­

cept o f  F o re ig n  Policy of T u rk m en is tan  as a Neutral S ta te . T h is  step 

initiated i ts  distancing from all c o lle c tiv e  efforts by the C IS  sta tes in 

the C e n tra l  A sian  region or in te rn a tio n a l arena. About th e  s a m e  time 

T u rk m en is tan  left the CAU. D e sp ite  strong pressure from  K a zak h stan
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a n d  U zbek istan, A sh g a b a t stopped  supporting a n y  integrational 

p ro c e s se s  in the reg ion, a l th o u g h  it regularly sent o b se rv e rs  to various 

C A U  meetings.

R eg ard in g  two key i s s u e s — resolving bo rder d isp u te s  with its 

n e ig h b o rs  and dividing th e  C a s p i a n  seabed—T u rk m e n is ta n  focused 

o n  b ila te ra l negotiations. T h is  w as in a sharp c o n tra s t  to neighboring 

K a z a k h s ta n , Russia, T a j ik is ta n ,  China, and K y rg y z s ta n , which 

fo rm e d  the “Shanghai F iv e ”  organization in 1996 in  o rd e r to build a 

re g io n a l security a rc h ite c tu re . A shgabat also re fu se d  to  jo in  any re ­

g io n a l  o r supraregional o rg a n iz a tio n  in dealing  w ith  the security 

th re a ts ,  such as t e r r o r i s m ,  illegal d r u g -  and a rm s-tra ffick in g , na ­

t io n a l  separatism , and r e lig io u s  extremism . T u rk m e n is ta n  was the 

o n ly  C IS  country th a t d id  no t condem n th e  T a lib an  regime 

(1 9 9 6 -2 0 0 2 )  in Kabul a n d  m ain ta in ed  friendly re la t io n s  with all po ­

l i t ic a l  groups in A fg h a n is ta n  until the United S ta te s - le d  war in 

A fg h a n is ta n .

T urkm en istan ’s re la tio n s  w ith  Western co u n trie s  w ere  also com ­

p le x ,  and  the developm ent o f  th ese  relations was q u i te  uneven. Turk ­

m e n is ta n ’s gas and oil a t tra c te d  the interest o f  m a jo r  transnational 

c o rp o ra tio n s  and W estern c o u n tr ie s .  Since 1992 m a n y  W estern coun­

t r ie s  have been actively in v o lv e d  in intensive n e g o tia tio n s  with Turk­

m e n is ta n  over major in v e s tm e n t projects in the g as a n d  oil sector, al ­

th o u g h  m ajor corporations le f t  the country in the la te  1999s citing 

u n fa v o ra b le  investment c o n d it io n s  and the absence o f  progress in pri­

v a tiz a tio n  o f the oil and  g a s  secto rs. Since the m id -1 9 9 0 s  Western 

g o v e rn m e n ts  and m u ltila te ra l organizations, such a s  the  O r g a n iz a ­

t i o n  f o r  S e c u r ity  a n d  C o o p e r a t i o n  in  E u r o p e  ( O S C E )  and others 

in c re as in g ly  criticized the  T urkm en istan ! govern m en t fo r  its handling 

o f  th e  opposition, e lec tio n s , a n d  human rights is su e s .

S in c e  the September 11 te r ro r is t  attacks in New Y o rk , however, the 

re la tio n s  between G eorge W . B u sh ’s adm in istration  and Ashgabat 

h a v e  w arm ed significantly , a s  President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  ex ­

p re s se d  his full support fo r  U .S . actions against “ in te rn a tio n a l terror­

i s m  and offered T u rk m e n is ta n 's  territory and a irsp a c e  fo r American 

h u m an ita rian  action in A fg h a n is ta n  and for e m e rg e n c y  landing for 

th e  a irc rafts  of the North A tla n tic  Treaty O rganization  (N A TO ). In re ­

tu r n ,  W ashington tem p o rarily  refrained from direct c r it ic ism  of Pres­

id e n t  Saparmurat N iy azo v 's  adm inistration. H o w e v er, Turkm enistan
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refused to  o f fe r  its territory fo r a  U .S . military base o r  f o r  N A TO  

troop o p e ra tio n s  in A fghanistan. A ls o ,  A shgabat did not j o i n  th e  “ a l ­

liance o f  th e  w illing” in the U n i te d  S tates-led  w a r in  Iraq  in 

2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 4 .

D uring th e  1990s T urkm enistan  m a d e  special efforts to  d iv e rs ify  

its foreign  t r a d e  and secure new  ro u te s  fo r delivery o f  its  g a s  an d  oil 

to the in te rn a tio n a l market. A s h g a b a t  relations with M o s c o w  o v er 

this issue w e re  com plicated due to  d iffe ren c es  over gas d e l iv e ry ,  tran ­

sit fees, a n d  so m e others facto rs. F o r  several years T u rk m e n is ta n  has 

been s ig n if ic a n tly  reducing its g a s  d e liv e rie s  through R u s s ia .  T u rk ­

men c o m p a n ie s  managed to b u ild  sm a ll gas and oil p i p e l i n e s  from  

T u rk m en is tan  to  northern Iran , b u t  a project for a m a jo r  transit 

pipeline th ro u g h  Iran to Turkey o r  th e  Persian G u lf w as  s ta l le d  for 

years d u e  to  the United S ta te s - im p o s e d  sanctions ag a in s t th e  p o liti ­

cal reg im e  in Iran . A project fo r a  p ip e lin e  from T u rk m en is tan  to  P ak ­

istan v ia  A fg h a n is ta n  was also d is c u s s e d  but was d e lay ed  d u e  to  po ­

litical in s ta b ili ty  and civil w ar in  A fghanistan. Yet, T u rk m e n is ta n  

m anaged to  substantially  increase th e  share o f its trade w ith  co u n trie s  

outside th e  C IS  from virtually z e ro  to  50  to 55 percent. B e tw e e n  1992 

and 2 0 0 2  T urkm enistan  was ab le  to  a ttrac t foreign in v e s tm e n ts  to  its 

gas and o il  sec to r. However, d u e  to  a  lack o f statistical d a ta  an d  d is ­

c rep an c ie s  in key figures, it is v e ry  d ifficu lt to evaluate c u r r e n t  trends 

in ex te rn a l econom ic and trade re la tio n s .

C itin g  its  permanent n eu tra lity  po licy  Ashgabat r e s is te d  m ulti ­

lateral in te g ra tio n  processes and  d is ta n c e d  itself from m a n y  po litica l 

and e c o n o m ic  initiatives p ro m o ted  b y  the Central A sian R e p u b lic s  or 

the C IS . B e tw e e n  2002 and 2 0 0 4  T urkm enistan  was c r it ic iz e d  by in ­

te rn a tio n a l n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( N G O s )  a n d  hum an 

rights a d v o c a te s ,  by the O S C E , a n d  o ther organizations f o r  hum an 

rights v io la t io n s , including a rre s ts  o f  dissidents and p o litic a l  restric ­

tions im p o s e d  on the political o p p o s itio n . These actions fu r th e r  iso ­

lated T u rk m e n is ta n  in the in te rn a tio n a l arena.

F R E E  E C O N O M I C  Z O N E S  ( F E Z s )  ( in  T u r k m e n ; S v o b o d n a y a  E ko -  

n o m ic h e s k a y a  Zona  in  R u s s i a n ) .  A reas in T urk m en istan  w here 

uoods. p ro d u c tio n , and other e c o n o m ic  activities are e x e m p te d  from 

profit ta x e s  and can be landed a n d  reexported freely. T h e  T urk ­

m en istan ! go v ern m en t began e s tab lish in g  free eco n o m ic  zo n e s  in
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1 9 9 2 -1 9 9 3 , modeled a f te r  C h in a ’s strategy, in o rd e r  to  attract invest­

m e n ts  evenly to all p ro v in c e s  o f  the country. By th e  m id-1990s A s h ­

g a b a t  had approved the c re a t io n  o f  several free e c o n o m ic  zones in the 

c o u n try , although due to  th e  slo w  privatization a n d  absen ce  of large 

lo c a l  private enterprises th e i r  activ ities did not c re a te  the  expected ef ­

f e c t .  Econom ic activities in  th e  free economic z o n e s  a re  regulated by 

th e  Turkm enistan Law o n  E c o n o m ic  Zones for F ree  Entrepreneurship, 

w h ic h  w as introduced in 1993  and  revised in 1994, a n d  by some other 

la w s .  T he law provides s e v e ra l initiatives for T u rk m e n  a! d interna­

t io n a l  com panies to o p e ra te  in these zones, in c lu d in g  the following: 

p re fe re n tia l tax status; e x e m p tio n  from profit tax i f  p ro fits  are rein ­

v e s te d  in export-oriented en te rp rise s ; repatriation o f  afte r-tax  profits; 

e x e m p tio n  from custom s d u t ie s  on products o f fo re ig n  orig in ; etc. Ac­

c o rd in g  to media reports th e re  are  10 such zones in th e  country : Mary- 

B a y ra m a li, O karem -H azar, T t ir k m e n a b a t - S e id i ,  B akharden-Serdar, 

A sh gaba t-A nnau , A sh g ab a t-B ezm ein , Serakhs, G u n e sh li ,  Ashgabat 

In te rn a tio n a l Airport, and  D a s h o g u z  Airport.

In  the late 1990s and e a r ly  2 0 0 0 s , however, T u rk m e n is ta n  refused 

to  ta k e  part in m ultilateral n eg o tia tio n s  for a f r e e - t r a d e  zone between 

th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s  m e m b e rs  and did not 

s ig n  the  free-trade zone p a c t in Decem ber 2003.

F R U N Z E ,  M I K H A I L  ( 1 8 8 5 —1 9 2 5 ) .  Com m ander o f  th e  Red Army 

t ro o p s  in Central Asia an d  o n e  o f  the founders o f  th e  reg u la r Soviet 

A rm y . B om  in Pishpek (n o w  B ishkek) into the fa m ily  o f  a M oldavian 

m e d ic a l  practitioner, M ik h ail F ru n ze  graduated fro m  th e  Vernyi (now 

A lm a ty , K a z a k h s ta n )  G y m n a s iu m  in 1904 and jo in e d  the Saint Pe­

te r s b u rg  Polytechnic In s titu te . W hile  a student he jo in e d  the Bolshe­

v ik  P arty  and was arrested  se v e ra l times for his re v o lu tio n a ry  activi­

t ie s .  In 1916 he was re c ru ited  in the Tsarist A rm y to  f ig h t  against the 

G e rm a n s  in World W ar I. A f te r  the Bolshevik R e v o lu tio n  o f  1917 he 

b e c a m e  one of the most p ro m in e n t Red Army c o m m a n d e rs  and suc­

c e s s fu lly  fought against th e  R ussian  White G u a rd s  a n d  o ther anti- 

B o lsh e v ik  groups in v ario u s  cam paigns.

In  1919 Frunze was sen t to  Central Asia to b a tt le  the  combined 

t ro o p s  o f  the Russian W hite  G u a rd s  and native C en tra l A sian  military 

re g im e n ts . His troops su cc ess fu lly  fought against th e  large White 

G u a rd  arm y of General A le x a n d e r  Kolchak on the te r r ito ry  o f  present-
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day K azak h stan  and the Russian U ra l reg io n . In mid-19 19 F ru n z e  w as 

appointed co m m an d e r of the T t i r k i s t a n  Front. A c o m b in a tio n  o f  his 

know ledge o f  C entral Asian tra d itio n s  an d  custom s, his a b i l i ty  to  deal 

with the n a tiv e  C entral Asian c o m m a n d e rs ,  and his p e rso n a l p o p u la r ­

ity helped h im  to organize several su c c e ss fu l operations in  T u rk is ta n , 

including a  se rie s  o f  operations a g a in s t  the B a s m a c h y  m o v e m e n t  in 

the F erg h an a  Valley in 1919. H e  w a s  also actively in v o lv e d  in 

the p lan n in g  and  executing o f  th e  o ffen s iv e  cam paigns a g a in s t  the 

B u k h a r a  E m i r a t e  and K h iv a  K h a n a t e  and afterw ard a g a in s t  the 

substantial B asm achy m ovem ent in the territory o f  p re s e n t-d a y  

U z b e k i s t a n  and  Turkmenistan.

In the fa ll  o f  1920 Frunze w as tra n s fe r re d  to the U k ra in e , w h e re  he 

com m anded  th e  Red Army tro o p s  in  the  military c a m p a ig n  ag a in s t 

General P e tr  V rangel. In 1 9 2 1 -1 9 2 2  he  led the U krainian d e le g a tio n  

to Turkey to  co n d u c t the peace n e g o tia tio n s  between the U k ra in e  and 

Turkey. B e tw e e n  1922 and 1925 h e  h e ld  various m ilitary  p o s it io n s . 

He au th o re d  several books and a r t ic le s  on  tactics and o f fe n s iv e  o p e r ­

ations in co n tem p o rary  20th c e n tu ry  w ars , which becam e te x tb o o k s  

at all R ed  A rm y  military co lleges d u r in g  the Soviet era. C o m m a n d e r  

Frunze d ie d  in 1925 under su sp ic io u s  circum stances, a l le g e d ly  by 

poison ing  a t the  order of Josef S ta l in .

-  G  -

G A L K Y N Y S H . A popular m o v em en t established in Jan u a ry  1994 . At 

the fo u n d in g  congress President S a p a r m u r a t  N iyazov w a s  e lec ted  

as the c h a irm a n  o f  the m ovem ent. T h e  movement s m ain g o a l  is the 

spiritual d ev e lo p m e n t of the n a tio n . G alkynysh brings to g e th e r  rep ­

re sen ta tiv e s  o f  the major p o litica l and  public o rg a n iz a tio n s , and 

m ain ta in s b ran ch es  in every d is tr ic t ,  tow n or city, and w e la y a t .  A c ­

co rd ing  to  o ff ic ia l estimates the m o v e m e n t brought to g e th e r a b o u t 70 

public o rg a n iz a tio n s  and unions in 2 0 0 3 .

G A P U R O V , M U H A M M E T N A Z A R  (1922-1999). T u rk m e n  p o l i t i ­

c i a n .  M u h a m m e t n a z a r  G a p u ro v  le d  th e  T urkm en S o v ie t S o c ia lis t  

R e p u b lic  ( T u r k m e n  SSR) f ro m  1 9 6 9  t o  1985 as th e  first s e c re ta ry  o f  

the C o m m u n i s t  P arty  of T u r k m e n  S SR . Bom in  a  s m a ll  v i l l a g e
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c lo se  to Charjou (n o w  T t ir k m e n a b a t )  in C h a rjo u  o b la s t  (now L e b a p  

w e la y a t) in 1922, he s p e n t  h is entire career in th e  K o m s o m o l  and 

C om m unist Party a p p a ra tu s ,  becoming one o f  th e  rep u b lic ’s most in ­

f lu en tia l politicians fo r  a lm o s t two decades in th e  la te  Soviet era. He 

g rad u ated  from the P e d a g o g ic a l Institute in A s h g a b a t  in 1954. From  

1941 to  1943 he w as o n  a c tiv e  duty in the S o v ie t a rm y  during W orld 

W a r II.

In 1948 Gapurov jo in e d  the Com munist P a r ty  nom enklatura  as 

h e a d  o f  the P ropaganda D epartm ent at the d is t r ic t  level in Charjou 

o b la s t  and gradually c l im b e d  the party ladder. F ro m  1951 to 1955 he 

w o rk e d  as the first s e c re ta ry  o f  the Komsomol o rg a n iz a tio n , and later 

h e  held  various party p o s ts  b efo re  assuming th e  lead e rsh ip  of the re ­

p u b lic . In 1969 he w as a p p o in te d  first sec re ta ry  o f  the Communist 

P a rty  o f  the Turkmen S S R . H e governed the re p u b lic  during the late 

S o v ie t era , when the re p u b lic  received co n sid erab le  investm ents in its 

m odern ization  o f the g a s  a n d  o i l  sectors, and th e  g e n e ra l p o p u la t io n  

ex p e rien ced  a s ign ifican t r ise  in the living s ta n d a rd s . However, the 

e x c e s s iv e  centralized c o n tro l  over econom ic d eve lopm en t and 

m acroeconom ic m ism a n a g e m e n t led to a s ta g n a tio n  o f  economic 

g ro w th  in most sectors o f  the  Turkm enistani e c o n o m y  in the late 

1 9 7 0 s and early 1980s. In  ad d itio n , the G apurov e r a  w as marked by 

th e  fu rther growth o f n e p o tis m , regional riv a lrie s , a n d  corruption.

G ap u ro v  was re m o v ed  fro m  his post and se n t  to  retirem ent in 

1 9 8 5 , as Mikhail G o rb a c h e v  introduced his p o lic y  o f  p e r e s t r o ik a  

a n d  g lasnost. G apurov n e v e r  returned to the p o li t ic a l  arena and held 

s e v e ra l  m inor positions in th e  late 1980s. He a u th o re d  several books 

a n d  artic les during the  S o v ie t  era  mainly on v a r io u s  Com munist 

P a r ty  and  Turkm enistan d ev e lo p m e n t issues. In th e  1990s Gapurov 

b e g a n  working on his m e m o irs ,  but had not c o m p le te d  them  when 

h e  d ied  in 1999.

G A R A B O G A Z G O L  ( a l s o  K a ra -B o g a z-G o l , za liv  K a ra b o g a zg o l, K uli 

D a r y a ) .  This is a large s h a llo w  g u lf off the C a s p i a n  S e a  in north ­

e a s te rn  Turkmenistan. Its  to ta l  area is betw een 7 ,0 0 0  and 10,000 

s q u a re  kilometers (2000 , e s t . ) ,  dow n from about 1 6 ,0 0 0  to 18.000 

s q u a re  kilometers at the b e g in n in g  of the 20th c e n tu ry . Its average 

d e p th  is between 2 and 3 .5  m eters. The G arab o g azg o l is connected 

w ith  the Caspian Sea by a  n a rro w  shallow w ater p a s sa g e . For cen ­
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turies the  g u l f  acted  as a natural e v a p o ra tio n  ground, d ra w in g  o ff  the 

water o f  th e  C asp ian . A ccording to  hydrological e s tim a te s , 10 to  15 

cubic k i lo m e te rs  o f  Caspian S ea  w a te r  evaporated ev ery  y e a r  in the 

G arab o g az g o l, depositing large a m o u n ts  o f salt and v a r io u s  o th er 

m inerals a lo n g  its shores and u n d e r  th e  g u lf bed. In the m id -2 0 th  ce n ­

tury the C a s p ia n  Sea level began to  d ro p  and in 1980 the S o v ie t  g o v ­

ernm ent b u i l t  a large dam se p a ra tin g  the sea from the g u l f  in  o rd e r  to 

halt the w a te r  drop in the C a s p ia n  S ea, but rapid d ry in g  o f  the 

G arab o g az g o l led to harmful s a n d  s to rm s and other n e g a tiv e  e n v i ­

r o n m e n t a l  effec ts .

In the  m e a n tim e , in the 1980s a n d  1990s the C asp ian  S e a  w ater 

level b e g a n  to  rise and in 1992 th e  dam  was co m p le te ly  rem o v ed . 

Since th e  m ed iev a l era the local p o p u l a t i o n  has been e x tra c t in g  salt 

from th e  g u l f  and selling it to v a r io u s  neighboring c o u n tr ie s .  D uring 

the 20th  c e n tu ry  Turkm enistan in te n s iv e ly  exploited th e  m in e ra l re ­

sources o f  th e  g u lf and built s e v e ra l m edium -size ch em ica l e x tra c tin g  

and p ro c e s s in g  factories, p ro d u c in g  chem icals, b isch o fite , ep so m ite , 

su lfa tes, b ro m in e  (about 40 p e rc e n t  o f  bromine ex trac tio n  in  the S o ­

viet U n io n ) ,  mirabilite, and s o m e  o th er elem ents. T h e  to w n  of 

G a rab o g az g o l is situated on the s h o re  o f  the gulf.

G A R A G U M  C A N A L  (iG aragum  D e r y a s y  in  T u r k m e n ;  a l s o  T u r k m e n  

D e ry a sy , K a r a  K iw i kanal, K a r a k u m ; l it e r a l ly  “ b la c k  s a n d ” ) .  This 

is one o f  th e  longest man-m ade irrig a tio n  canals in the w o r ld ,  w ith a 

total le n g th  o f  1,370 kilometers; it b rin g s  water from the A m u  D a r y a  

R iv e r  to  th e  A k h a l  welayat. T h e  c a n a l was built b e tw een  th e  1950s 

and 1 9 9 0 s , although the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Turkmenistan in v e s te d  som e 

re so u rces in developing the can a l fu r th e r  in the early 2 0 0 0 s . T h e  canal 

form s a  k e y  part o f the irrigation sy s te m  in the republic a n d  is vital for 

the c o u n t ry ’s a g r ic u ltu r e . In th e  la te  1990s the T u rk m en is tan ! gov ­

e rn m en t ren am ed  the G aragum  C a n a l the Garagum R iv e r  a n d . later, 

the T u rk m e n  Deryasy.

G A R A G U M  D E S E R T  (<G a ra g u m  C h o l i  in  T u r k m e n ;  P u s ty n ia  K ara  

K u m  i n  R u s s i a n ,  a lso  K a r a k u m , G a ra g u m ; l i t e r a l ly  “ b l a c k  s a n d  

d e s e r t ” ) .  T h e  largest desert in C e n tra l  Asia and sixth la rg e s t dese rt in 

the w o r ld . It covers between 3 5 0 .0 0 0  and 380.000 square  k ilo m ete rs .

It is o n e  o f  the driest areas in C e n tra l  A sia, covered m a in ly  by  sand.
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c la y , o r rocks; the very  l im ite d  vegetation and w a te r  m ake the desert 

u n su itab le  for co m m erc ia l a g r ic u l t u r e .  It w as p ra c tic a lly  im penetra ­

b le  to large foreign a rm ie s  d u rin g  the m edieval e r a  and  it was often 

u s e d  by T u r k m e n  t r i b e s  a s  a refuge during in v a s io n s  by their pow ­

e r fu l  neighbors.

G A R A G U M  K O L I  ( a l s o  K a r a  K u n i lake). A m a n -m a d e  lake that the 

g o v e r n m e n t  of T u rk m e n is ta n  plans to create  b e tw e e n  2003 and 

2 0 2 0 . According to m a s s  m e d i a  reports this p ro je c t ,  w hich  will cost 

U S $ 4 .5  billion, will in v o lv e  build ing  a canal to c o l le c t  irrigation and 

d ra in a g e  water; the w a te r  w ill  be directed to the K a ra s h o r  Depression 

in  th e  G a r a g u m  D e s e r t  in  o rd e r to fill the la k e . T h e  government 

c la im s  that the project w ill h e lp  to preserve m ore w a te r  for irrigation 

p u rp o se s  and will help to  in c re a s e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tiv ity  in the ar ­

e a s  aro u n d  the canal an d  th e  lake .

G A S .  T h e  major gas d e p o s its  w e re  discovered in th e  ce n tra l and east­

e r n  a reas o f Turkm enistan in the 1940s and the 1 9 5 0 s , and in the 

1 9 8 0 s  the republic b ecam e th e  second largest p ro d u c e r  o f  gas in the 

S o v ie t  U nion, behind the R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t io n .  D u rin g  the Soviet era 

g a s  w as exported m ainly to  o th e r  Soviet repub lics, a s  Turkm enistan 

s te a d ily  increased the d e liv e ry  from  about 9.2 m illio n  cu b ic  meters in 

1 9 4 0  to  about 234 m illion  c u b ic  m eters in 1960 a n d  fu r th e r  to about 

51 b illio n  cubic meters in 1 9 7 5 . This export w as u n d e r  centralized 

c o n tro l ,  and  most o f the e x p o r t  revenue was ab so rb ed  in to  the Soviet 

c e n tr a l  budget.

T h e  situation changed in 1991 , as Turkmenistan o b ta in ed  its inde­

p e n d e n c e  and established fu ll contro l over the gas e x p o r t  and export 

re v e n u e s . However, due to th e  geography of the S o v ie t era  p ip e lin e s  

m o s t o f  the gas goes to the  C aucasus, Russian F ed e ra tio n , and the 

U k ra in e . In the 1990s m any  im porters of T urk m en istan ’s gas in the 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  (CIS) failed to  pay  on time or 

n e g o tia te d  barter deals. In th e  m id-1990s Turkm enistan stopped  deliv­

e r in g  g as to some CIS p a r tn e rs , citing nonpayments a n d  unprofitable 

b a r te r  deals. At the same tim e  the g o v e r n m e n t  a tte m p te d  to attract 

in v es tm en ts  in building gas p ip e lin es  via Iran  to T u rk e y  and Western 

E u ro p e  o r via A fg h a n is ta n  to  Pakistan . Both deals d id  n o t go  through 

d u e  to  an  unfavorable regional security  environment a n d  h igh  costs. In
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the late 1990s the Turkmenistan g o v e rn m e n t renegotiated w ith  R u ss ia ’s 

Gazprom C o m p a n y  its export and p r ic e  arrangements and re n e w e d  gas 

delivery to  G e o rg ia , Ukraine, and s o m e  o ther countries.

A cco rd in g  to  official estim ates T urkm en istan  is still th e  seco n d  

largest g as  p ro d u c e r  in the C IS , a f te r  th e  Russian F e d e ra tio n , an d  its 

gas re se rv es  a re  estim ated at ab o u t 2 3  trillion  cubic m eters ( 2 0 0 4 ,  o f ­

ficial e s t.) . A c co rd in g  to g o v e rn m e n t statistica l data, T u rk m e n is ta n  is 

projected to  e x tra c t 75.4 billion c u b ic  m eters of gas in 2 0 0 4 ,  an d  is 

projected to  e x tra c t 120 billion c u b ic  m eters o f gas in 2 0 1 0 .

G E O K -T E P E . A  strategically im p o r ta n t fo rtress in what is n o w  A k h a l  

welayat. In  1879 the Turkmen t ro o p s  defeated  the R u ss ia n  a rm y  led 

by general N ik o la i Lomakin and  fo rc e d  him  to retreat. H o w e v e r ,  in 

1881 the  T u rk m e n  tribes w ere d e f e a te d  by the R u ss ia n  E m p i r e ’s 

troops in a  b lo o d y  battle.The 1 3 ,0 0 0 -m a n  expedition a rm y  le d  b y  the 

ex p erien ced  R ussian  general M ik h a i l  S kobelev  overcam e th e  re s is t ­

ance o f  th e  g ro u p  o f Turkmen t r ib e s  an d  destroyed the fo r tr e s s .  T his 

becam e a  tu rn in g  point in the R u s s ia n  colonization o f  th e  T u rk m en  

land, as th e  T u rk m e n s  lost b e tw e e n  8 ,000  and 15,000 l iv e s ,  in c lu d ­

ing not o n ly  th e ir  best-armed u n its  b u t  also  unarmed c iv i l ia n s .

G E R O G L Y  ( a l s o  G o r o g ly ;  G o r o g l y ) .  1. One of the m ost a c c la im e d  

legendary  T u rk m en  heroes, w ho d e fe n d e d  T u r k m e n s  a n d  T u rk m en  

land fro m  fo re ig n  invaders. 2. T h e  m ost acclaimed T u rk m e n  oral 

heroic e p ic ,  nam ed after G e ro g lu , a  legendary hero. M o s t  sch o lars  

trace th e  o r ig in  o f  the epic to th e  m edieval period. T h e  b a g s h y s ,  

T urkm en b a rd s , who told the s to ry  w ith  the accom panim ent o f  a tra ­

d itional m u s ic a l instrument, p a sse d  th e  epic from g en e ra tio n  to  g en ­

eration . T h is  is the story o f the life  o f  G eroglu, who fought f o r  ju s tice  

and fre e d o m  o f  ordinary people d e fe n d in g  the T u r k m e n s  a n d  T u rk ­

men lan d  fro m  cruel foreign k h a n s .  T he epic conveys th e  e th ic  and 

m oral p r in c ip le s  o f Turkmen s o c ie ty , and transmits im p o r ta n t  cu l ­

tural, t r i b a l ,  and historical tra d itio n s . T h is was particularly  im p o rtan t 

as the o ra l  ep ic  was the only w ay  to  preserve the h is to rica l a n d  cu l ­

tural h e r ita g e  in the sem inom adic T u rk m en  society o f th a t tim e .

R u ss ian  an d  Western scholars d isc o v e re d  Gerogly in th e  19th cen ­

tury, w h e n  several travelers an d  o rien ta lists  recorded p a r ts  o f  the 

epic. It w a s  on ly  fully recorded in  th e  20th century.
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G O R G U T  A T A . 1. T he n a m e  o f  one of the m ost a c c la im e d  legendary 

T u rk m en  thinkers, p o e ts ,  a n d  mystics, w ho a d v is e d  b a tyrs . k h a n s , 

a n d  ordinary people. 2 . T h is  is the title o f  a h e ro ic  ep ic  named after 

G o rg u t-A ta . Most s c h o la rs  trace  the origin o f  th e  e p ic  to the fifth or 

s ix th  century a .d . T he e p ic  w as widely pop u lar a m o n g  various peo ­

p le s  o f  Central and S o u th  A s ia  and Asia M inor in th e  m edieval period 

a n d  had  several in te rp re ta tio n s . The b a g h sh y s , T u rk m e n  bards, who 

to ld  the story with the acco m p an im en t o f  a t ra d itio n a l music instru ­

m e n t ,  passed the epic f ro m  generation to g e n e ra tio n . T he epic con ­

v e y s  the historical and e th ic a l  know ledge o f  the T u rk ic  societies. This 

e p ic  w as preserved am o n g  th e  sem inom adic T u r k m e n s  for centuries. 

W e s te rn  scholars d is c o v e re d  several written v e r s io n s  o f  the epic in 

th e  18th century.

G O V E R N M E N T .  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  provides that 

th e  governm ent e x e rc is e s  th e  executive po w er a n d  d ire c ts  the m in ­

i s t r i e s ,  state co m m itte e s , ad m in istra tiv e  a g e n c ie s ,  and  local state 

a d m in is tra tio n . The p r e s i d e n t  o f  T urkm enistan  fo rm s  the Cabinet 

o f  M in iste rs  and, as its  c h a ir ,  controls its d a y - to - d a y  activities. 

T h e r e  is no provision in  th e  current c o n s t i tu tio n  ab o u t the ac ­

c o u n ta b il i ty  of the g o v e rn m e n t  before the M e j l i s  (p a rliam en t), a l ­

th o u g h  the parliam ent h a s  th e  right to approve th e  “ ac tion  plan o f 

th e  C ab in e t of m in is te rs”  an d  express “ n o n -c o n f id e n c e ” in the 

w o rk  o f  the Cabinet. T h e  C a b in e t  o f M inisters h a s  a  b ro ad  array o f 

e x e c u t iv e  pow ers, in c lu d in g  “ dom estic and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  activity, 

a n d  program s for the e c o n o m ic  and social d e v e lo p m e n t of the 

c o u n try ,"  taking “ m e a su re s  to  strengthen the m o n e ta ry  and credit 

s y s te m s ."  “ foreign e c o n o m ic  policy ,” m an a g e m e n t o f  “ the activi ­

t i e s  o f  governm ental in s t i tu t io n s  and state e n te rp r is e s  and  organi­

z a t io n s ,” and o thers. S e e  a ls o  C O N S T IT U T IO N  O F  TU R K ­

M E N IS T A N .

G R E A T  G A M E . A term  w id e ly  used  to describe th e  b i t te r  19th-cen ­

tu r y  A nglo-R ussian r iv a lry  fo r  influence in C e n t r a l  A sia . British 

a n d  R ussian  strategists (m a in ly  young m ilitary  o f f ic e r s )  saw the 

n e e d  to r  influence in C e n t r a l  A sia from a s t r a te g ic  perspective. 

T h e y  argued that m ost m il i ta ry  cam paigns a g a in s t th e  Indian sub ­

c o n t in e n t  were u n d ertak en  th ro u g h  the te rr ito ry  o f  C en tra l A sia,
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which at th a t  tim e  included A f g h a n i s t a n  and the e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  

I r a n . T h u s ,  f o r  the B ritish, the p r im a r y  influence o v er C e n t r a l  A sia  

was p iv o ta l fo r  defending th e ir in te r e s t s  in India a g a in s t  R u s s ia n  

en c ro ac h m e n t. In the m eantim e f o r  R u s s i a  it was c ru c ia l to  d e fe n d  

its c o m m u n ic a tio n s  lines w ith S ib e r i a  an d  the R ussian F a r  E a s t ,  the 

“soft u n d e r b e l ly ” o f  the R u s s i a n  E m p i r e ,  in W inston C h u r c h i l l 's  

words.

The B r i t is h  an d  Russians, jo in e d  b y  F rench and G e rm a n s ,  u n d e r ­

took a n u m b e r  o f  highly a d v e n tu ro u s  geographic e x p e d it io n s  and  

e sp io n a g e /c o u n te re sp io n a g e  o p e r a t io n s  in search o f  a l l i e s  in 

and ro u tes  f o r  troops through th e  re g io n ,  glorified by s u c h  w rite rs  

as R u d y a rd  K ip lin g . The R u ss ia n s  co n d u c te d  an e x p e d it io n  to  the 

K h iv a  K h a n a t e  in 1839-1840 th ro u g h  territory that is n o w  T u rk ­

m en istan , b u t  th e  campaign w as u n su c c e s s fu l, and they  lo s t  a  n u m ­

ber o f  s o ld ie r s  and  officers in th is  ill-p rep a red  e x p e d itio n . T h e n  in 

1842 tw o  B ritish  officers, C o lo n e l  C harles S tuart a n d  C a p ta in  

A rthur C o n n o l ly ,  were hanged in  B u k h a ra . The R u ss ia n s  c o llid e d  

with the K o k a n d  K h a n a t e  w hen th e y  captured T ashkent ( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  an 

im p o rtan t e c o n o m ic  outpost o f  th e  k h an a te ; K hodzhent ( 1 8 6 6 ) ;  and  

later K o k a n d  (1875). The R u ss ia n  E m p ire  then e s ta b lis h e d  its in ­

fluence o v e r  the  B u k h a r a  E m i r a t e  (1868) and K h iv a  K h a n a te  

(1873), a d v a n c in g  all the way to  th e  b o rd ers  of A fg h a n is ta n , th e  last 

po litical b a r r ie r  before India. P e rc e iv in g  this as a d ire c t th re a t  to  

B ritish in te re s ts  in India, the B r i t is h  advanced n o rth w e st in  an a t ­

tem pt to  e s ta b lis h  direct co n tro l o v e r  A fghanistan. In th e  1880s 

R ussia m a n a g e d  to defeat the t r o o p s  o f  the Khiva K h a n a te  a n d  m a ­

jo r  fo rc e s  o f  the Turkmen t r i b e s  a n d  established  its c o n tro l o v e r  the 

vast te r r i to r y  ea s t o f the C a s p i a n  S e a .

In the  19th  century, as in ternal co n flic ts  gradually w e a k e n e d  the 

A fghan e m p ire ,  both the British in In d ia  and the Russians to  th e  north 

sought to  b r in g  Afghanistan u n d e r th e ir  control. This re s u lte d  in tw o 

A n g lo -A fg h a n  Wars (1838-1842 a n d  1878-1880). T h o u g h , back  in 

the 18th ce n tu ry , Ahmad Shah (1 7 4 7 -1 7 7 3 ) .  the pow erfu l le a d e r o f 

the A b d a li trib e  o f the Pushtuns, p ro c la im e d  Afghan ru le a s  f a r  to the 

east as K a sh m ir  and Delhi, n o rth  to  the Amu Darya, an d  w e s t into 

northern  P e rs ia . After a d ev asta tin g  d e fea t and the loss o f  a n  ex p e d i ­

tionary  a rm y  in 1842, the British f in a lly  won. establishing th e i r  d o m ­

inance o v e r  A fghanistan’s fo re ig n  re la tions. Gradually, b o th  sides.
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B r i t ish  and Russian, a c c e p te d  Afghanistan as a  b u f f e r  zone between 

th e i r  respective em p ire s .

T h e  strategic im p o rta n c e  o f  Central Asia w as h ig h lig h ted  again in 

th e  early  20th century b y  S i r  H alford John M a c k in d e r , the British po ­

l i t ic a l  geographer, w h o  in  1919-1920 went as  a  B ritish  high com ­

m iss io n e r  to southern R u s s ia  in an attempt to u n ify  the White Rus­

s ia n  forces against the B o lsh e v ik s . He produced a  s im p le  geopolitical 

fo rm u la : “Who rules th e  H eartland  [which in c lu d e d  Central Asia] 

co m m a n d s  the W o rld -Is lan d  [Eurasian c o n tin e n t] . W ho rules the 

W o rld -Island  com m ands th e  W orld .”

S in c e  the Soviet U n io n ’s dissolution in 1991 a  n ew  competition 

f o r  politica l influence a n d  a  share in the C e n tra l A s ia n  market, es ­

p e c ia l ly  for its natural r e s o u rc e s ,  such as g a s  a n d  o i l ,  has emerged 

b e tw e e n  various ac to rs . In  th e  1990s W estern a n d  R ussian  com pa­

n ie s  and  governm ents c o m p e te d  over the p a th  o f  the gas and oil 

p i p e l i n e  routes. T his c o m p e t i t io n  has often b een  d e sc r ib e d  in terms 

o f  estab lish ing  in flu en ce  o v e r  the newly in d e p e n d e n t C entral Asian 

R e p u b lic s  and the oil a n d  g a s  pipelines on a b a s is  s tra teg ically  sim ­

i l a r  to the com petition b e tw e e n  Britain and R u s s ia  in the 19th cen ­

tu ry .  S ince 2001 both th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  and R u s s ia n  m ilitary have 

p re s su re d  Turkm enistan to  o p en  its m ilitary b a s e s  to  their forces. 

H o w e v e r ,  the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Turkm enistan m a n a g e d  to resist this 

p re s su re .

G R E A T  S I L K  R O A D  (B e y i k  Y u p ek  Yoly in  T u r k m e n ) .  An ancient 

t r a d e  route that co n n ec ted  C h in a  with W estern E u ro p e . Over 6,000 

k ilo m e te rs  long, the ro ad  s ta r te d  somewhere in w h a t  is now central 

a n d  northern China. O n e  o f  th e  routes passed th ro u g h  C h in a’s west­

e r n  provinces and c ro ssed  th e  Tian-Shan and P a m ir  m ountains and 

c o n tin u e d  through K h o ta n , Y arken t, Balkh, Z e m m , a n d  M e r v  (terri­

to r ie s  o f  present-day U z b e k i s t a n ,  Turkm enistan, a n d  A f g h a n i s ta n ) .  

T h e  o th e r route w en t th ro u g h  Turfan, K a s h g a r ,  Sam arkand, 

B u k h a r a .  Amul, and M erv . T h en  it continued to  th e  ea s te rn  M editer­

r a n e a n  Sea and to B y z a n tiu m , o r Rome. From  tim e  to  tim e the route 

c o u ld  change due to p o litic a l turbulence, m ilitary  c a m p a ig n s , or c li ­

m a tic  changes. In the la te  m edieva l period the m a jo r  cities on the 

ro a d  also  served trade o f  In d ia  and Persia with th e  r is in g  eastern Eu ­

ro p e a n  states. M erchants c a r r ie d  w ool, k a r a k u l  (a s tra k h a n  fu r),gold .
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silver, an d  w eaponry  eastw ard a n d  b rough t c a r p e t s ,  s i lk ,  o p iu m , 

spices, a n d  lu x u ry  goods w estw ard .

The f irs t re co rd e d  references to  th e  G rea t Silk Road c o u ld  b e  dated  

to the s e c o n d  and  first centuries b .c . T h e  road had its p e a k s  w hen 

there w as p e a c e  in the vast s te p p e s  o f  Eurasia and its n a d i r s  at the 

time o f  w a rs  in the region. The V e n e tia n  M arco Polo (1 2 5 4 - 1 3 2 4 )  

traveled a lo n g  the road and re a c h e d  the court o f  K u b la i  K han 

(1 2 1 5 -1 2 9 4 ) , the Mongol e m p e ro r  and  the grandson o f  G e n g h is  

Khan. M a rc o  P o lo  became the f i r s t  E uropean who tra v e le d  a n d  d e ­

scribed th e  G re a t Silk Road. T h e  G re a t  Silk Road c o n tr ib u te d  im ­

m ensely to  th e  w ealth of C entral A s ia n  cities on the tra d e  ro u te ,  in ­

cluding B u k h a ra . K h iv a . M erv, S am ark a n d , and som e o th e r s ,  but 

d isap p ea red  in the 18th and 19th c e n tu r ie s  with the rise  o f  ch e ap e r 

m aritim e ro u te s  from Europe to In d ia  and  China.

F req u e n t m ilitary  cam paigns, c h a n g e s  in political c o n d i t io n s ,  and 

the c lim a te  red rew  the routes o f  th e  G rea t Silk Road o v e r  th e  cen ­

turies. S e v e ra l  o f  them passed th ro u g h  Turkm en land in th e  m ed ieva l 

era, c o n tr ib u tin g  to the rise o f  n u m e ro u s  cities, such as K h iv a ,  M erv, 

K o n e u rg e n c h , and  some others. S o m e  Turkm en t r ib e s  b e n e f i te d  from  

the G re a t S ilk  Road by collecting c u s to m  duties or p ro v id in g  m ilitary  

convoys to  the  trade caravans. N u m e ro u s  remains oi kerw en-sarays  

can still b e  fo u n d  on the territory o f  present-day T u rk m e n is ta n . In the 

1990s, w ith  the  opening o f  the b o rd e rs  between I r a n  an d  th e  C entral 

Asian re p u b lic s ,  the routes o f  th e  G re a t Silk Road b e c a m e  p opu lar 

am ong ad v en tu reso m e t o u r is t s .

G U L J A M A L - K H A N ( U M )  ( 1 8 3 6 - 1 9 1 9 ) .  An in fluential le a d e r  o f 

T urkm en  t r i b e s  in the A k h a l  an d  M e r v  area in the 19th c e n tu ry . She 

played a n  im portant role in the p o litic a l developm ent in th is  part o f 

the re g io n  d u ring  the R u s s ia n  c o n q u e s t o f the T u rk m en  lan d . She 

was the  th ird  w ife of the in fluen tia l N urberdy-K han, the le a d e r  o f  the 

Teke t r ib e s  in the Akhal and M e rv  areas. In 1880 N u rb e rd y -K h a n  

died a n d  G uljam ai-K han(um ) b e c a m e  the leader o f the T e k e  trib es in 

the M e rv  a rea . In 1884 she o rg a n iz e d  a gengesh o f  in f lu e n tia l  tribal 

leaders to  d iscu ss  the Russian a d v a n c e  into the Akhal an d  M e rv  areas 

and a p e a c e fu l agreement b ro u g h t by  A likhanov-A varskii, a n  officer 

in T sa r is t serv ice . The gengesh  a c c e p te d  the peaceful s e t t le m e n t and 

R ussian  co n tro l in the region.
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G U M M A N O V ,  A N N A G E L D Y  ( 1 9 6 7 - ) .  Turkm en p o litic ia n , military 

a n d  security  official. B o rn  in B a lk a n  w e la y a t, A n n ag e ld y  Gum- 

m a n o v  graduated from  th e  S u v o ro v  M ilitary C o l le g e  in Sverdlovsk 

( R u s s i a )  and Sverd lovsk M ilita ry  Institute in 1 9 8 8 . From  1988 to 

1991  he served as depu ty  c o m m a n d e r  of the d iv is io n  in the Turkistan 

M ilita ry  District o f the S o v ie t  A rm y. From 1993 to  1994 he had mil­

i t a ry  train ing  in Turkey. F ro m  1994 to 1996 he w a s  th e  head of a de­

p a r tm e n t in the M inistry o f  D e fen se  of T u rk m en is tan . From  1996 to 

2 0 0 0  he was a deputy r e c to r  (chancellor) o f the  M ilita ry  Institute. 

F ro m  2002  to 2003 he w a s  th e  first deputy c o m m a n d e r  o f  the b o r d e r  

g u a r d s  and head o f the g e n e ra l  staff. In N o v em b er 2 0 0 3  he became 

T u rk m e n is ta n 's  m inister o f  n a tio n a l security.

G u m m an o v  has the ra n k  o f  colonel and he has b e e n  aw arded sev­

e r a l  sta te  o r d e r s  o f T u rk m e n is ta n , including E c le rm e n lik , Watana 

b o la n  soygusi iigin, and s o m e  o thers.

G U R G A N C H .  See K O N E U R G E N C H .

G U R U L T A Y . 1. Gathering o f  p eo p le  for an important e v e n t ,  consultation; 

m e e tin g , congress. 2. G a th e rin g  o f  people for e lec tio n  o f  a k h a n  of a 

g ro u p  o r t r ib e ,  or a m ilitary lead e r for a period o f  a  w a r. 3. In contem­

p o ra ry  Turkmenistan it is a  g a thering  of the T u r k m e n s  from  various 

p a r ts  o f  the world to es tab lish  cultural, educational, a n d  economic ties 

b e tw e e n  members o f the T u rk m e n  communities in d iffe re n t countries.

G Y S H L A Q  (a ls o  k is h la k ). A  te rm  used for a v illage  o r  sm all town in 

e a s te rn  Turkm enistan and in U z b e k i s t a n .

-  H  -

H A J J .  T h e  sacred pilgrim age to  the holy city o f M e c c a  fo r  all practic­

in g  M uslim s. It is an im p o rta n t religious duty and o n e  o f  the funda­

m e n ta ls  o t the Islamic c re e d . A  person who has p e r fo rm e d  the Hajj is 

c a l le d  h a jji oxhojji. See a ls o  IS L A M .

H A K I M I Y E T .  1. A term u sed  in  Turkm enistan in re fe re n c e  to the gov­

e r n m e n t  o r the state ad m in is tra tio n . 2 . Supreme p o w e r

I
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H ASH AR ( a ls o y o v a r ) .  l .A  term  u s e d  in  Turkm en istan to  r e f e r  to  tra ­

ditional m u tu a l  assistance at the c o m m u n ity  level to p e o p le  in  need . 

It may ta k e  th e  form  of fu n d -ra is in g  fo r  poor m em bers o f  s o c ie ty  o r 

families th a t  lost their b read w in n er, bu ild ing  houses fo r  e ld e r s ,  o r 

helping p e o p le  affected by n atu ra l d isa s te rs . 2. M utual c o m m u n ity  

assistance f r e e  o f  charge to those c o m m u n ity  m em bers w h o  d ec id e d  

to build a n e w  house or extend an  o ld  o n e .

H E A L T H  C A R E  S Y S T E M . The S o v ie t  state introduced a  f re e  public 

health care  sy stem  in Turkmenistan. B etw een  1917 and 1973 th e  num ­

ber o f h o sp ita ls  grew from six (1 (K) b ed s) to 268 (33,500 b e d s ) .  There 

were 10 b e d s  for every 1,000 in h ab itan ts  o f  the republic. In 1971 there 

were 6 ,600  d o cto rs  for a p o p u la t io n  o f  3.8 million, or one d o c to r  p e r  468 

people, a n d  20 ,000  intermediate lev e l personnel. All m ajor o p era tio n s, 

care, and prescrip tion  drugs at h o sp ita ls  were provided free o f  charge. 

During th e  S ovie t era the majority o f  specialized clinics a n d  hospitals 

were co n cen tra ted  in A s h g a b a t  and  o th e r  major cities, but m e d ic a l doc ­

tors w ere a ls o  relatively evenly rep resen ted  in all major tow ns a n d  cities.

By the 19 7 0 s  the Soviet healthcare system  eliminated o r  p u t u n d e r the 

control a ll m ajo r diseases, such a s  tuberculosis, malaria, a n d  others. 

H ow ever, n e w  problems arose. In th e  1970s and 1980s b e tw e en  20 and 

30 percent o f  the population was n eg a tiv e ly  affected by the increasing  

salinization o f  the soil, excessive u sa g e  o f  pesticides for c o t to n  p roduc ­

tion, d ry in g  o f  the Aral Sea, and o th e r  environm ental p ro b lem s.

S ince 1991 Turkmenistan has e x p e rie n c e d  difficulties in su p p o rtin g  

the free u n iv e rsa l health care sy s te m  and between 1992 a n d  1999 the 

g o v e r n m e n t  deeply cut the e x p e n d itu re  on health care. T h e  health 

care sy s te m  and admission to h o sp ita ls  rem ains free, a lth o u g h  the pa ­

tients a re  o f te n  pressured to pay fo r  th e ir medication and c a re  an d  for 

other b a s ic  serv ices. However, th e re  w as a significant d e te r io ra tio n  in 

the q u a lity  o f  the health care sy s te m , w ater sanitation, and  p rev en tio n  

o f  in fe c tio u s  diseases, as u n d erfu n d ed  hospitals could not p ro v id e  ad ­

equate s e rv ic e s . According to o ff ic ia l reports, the n um ber o f  doctors 

d ec reased  fro m  32 to 20 per 10 ,000  people between 1991 a n d  1998. 

In 2002 T urkm enistan  spent 1.9 p e rc e n t o f  its gross d o m e s tic  p roduct 

on the h e a lth  care system, dow n fro m  3.4 percent in 1994.

In 2 0 0 3  the birth rate in T u rk m en istan  stood at 28.02  p e r  1.000, 

w hile th e  d ea th  rate stood at 8.87 p e r  1.000 (2003, CIA e s t .) .  M atem ;
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a n d  infant mortality g re w  significantly , although it rem a in s  far below 

s u c h  countries as P ak istan  o r  India. According to  th e  C IA  estimates, 

l ife  expectancy plunged to  6 1 .1 7  years on average (5 7 .7 2  years for men 

a n d  64 .84  years for w o m e n )  (2003 , CIA est.). In 2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 3  some in ­

te rn a tio n a l organizations e x p re ssed  concern ab o u t po ssib le  outbreaks 

o f  A ID S , tuberculosis, m a la r ia ,  and sexually tra n sm itte d  diseases in 

T u rkm en istan , and o ffered  th e ir  assistance.

H I Z B - U T - T A H R I R .  The la rg e s t nonmainstream u n d erg ro u n d  political 

g ro u p  allegedly active in C e n tra l Asia, including T urkm enistan . Since 

th e  1990s it also becam e a c tiv e  in some parts o f D a s h o g u z .  L e b a p . and 

M a r y  w elayats , although th e  information and n u m b ers  provided by the 

g o v e r n m e n t  and by the H izb-U t-T ahrir supporters is  d ifficu lt to verify. 

T h e  organization declared th a t it would promote th e  Islam ic creed and 

Is la m ic  awareness in the re p u b lic s  o f the region by  peacefu l means. It 

a ls o  declared that it su p p o rted  social justice and ru le  o f  Islamic Law 

0S h a r ia h ) and was o pposed  to  the extremes o f W este rn  capitalism and 

its  im morality. The H izb -U t-T ah rir claimed that it h a s  supporters in var­

io u s  parts o f the country, a lth o u g h  the exact num ber is unknown.

T h e  Turkmen N a t io n a l  S e c u r i t y  M in is tr y  and  p o l i c e  launched a 

m a jo r  crackdow n on the g ro u p ,  w hich was ju stified  m a in ly  by alleged 

su p p o r t o f  and links to th e  T aliban  movement in A f g h a n i s t a n  and 

o th e r  radical Islamic g ro u p s . A lso , after the S e p te m b e r  11 attacks in 

th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s , there w e re  alleged links to o r  sy m p a th ie s  toward 

O s a m a  Bin Laden. Som e o p p o sitio n  leaders c la im  th a t the govern­

m e n t  uses references to th e  organization in o rder to  c o v e r  its actions 

a g a in s t  the political o p p o s itio n . See also IS L A M ; UN O FFIC IA L 

M U S L IM  CLERGY.

H O J A  ( a l s o  Khoja, K h a ja ). 1. A  title  for people o r g ro u p s  o f  people and 

s o m e  t r ib e s  who claim  th e i r  descent from P ro p h e t  M uhamm ad 

th ro u g h  his daughter F a tim a  a n d  h er husband Ali o r  f ro m  com panions 

o f  P ro p h e t M uhammad w h o  arrived  in Central A s ia  w ith  the first 

w a v e  o f  Arabs in the sev e n th  cen tu ry  a .d . There a re  sev e ra l extended 

fa m ilie s  in  K a z a k h s ta n . T u rk m en is tan , and in U z b e k i s t a n  that claim 

th is  title . Traditionally h o ja s  h av e  a significant in f lu e n c e  in the local 

c o m m u n itie s . 2. A title s o m e tim e s  used to refer to re s p e c te d  members 

o f  so c ie ty  (usually scho lars o f  I s la m )  and h ig h -ra n k in g  g o v e r n m e n t
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or re lig io u s  o ff ic ia ls  in a k h a n ’s  p a la c e ,  w ho are not n e c e s s a r i ly  d e ­

scendants o f  the Prophet.

H O J A  N A S R E D D I N .  A popu lar fo lk  h e ro  in satirical s to rie s  a n d  an e c ­

dotes. H e d e fe n d e d  poor people a g a in s t  corrupt g o v e r n m e n t  o ffic ia ls  

or g reedy m e m b e rs  of the c o m m u n ity . D uring the R u s s i a n  E m p i r e  

and S o v ie t e r a  the stories about H o ja  N asreddin were w id e ly  u sed  to 

criticize in d ire c tly  the sho rtcom ings o f  the regimes and th e i r  po litica l 

practices.

H O K 1 M . S e e  H Y A KIM .

H O R S E S .  H o rs e s  played an im p o rta n t ro le  in the T urkm en s o c ie ty  for 

cen tu ries , a s  they  secured a m ili ta ry  advantage for lig h t T u rk m en  

cavalry in  n u m ero u s  wars in th is  p a r t  o f  the world. In a d d i t io n ,  horse 

herding w a s  on e  o f  the im p o rtan t p illa rs  o f econom ic a c t iv i t ie s ,  as 

c ro p -g ro w in g  w as not sustainable in  the vast, w ater-scarce  T u rk m en  

steppes a n d  d eserts . Turkmen h o rs e s  provided  a m eans fo r  l i f e ,  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n ,  an d  t r a d e  for g e n e ra tio n s  o f  T u r k m e n s . U n lik e  K azak h s 

and K y rg y z s , the Turkmens tra d itio n a lly  do not eat h o rse  m e a t. The 

a tc h a p y s h y g y s  (horse races) h av e  b e e n  one of the fav o rite  e n te r ta in ­

m ents in T u rk m e n  society since a n c ie n t  times

T h ro u g h  cen turies of b re e d in g , T urkm en farm ers s u c c e e d e d  in 

p ro d u c in g  o n e  o f  the best b re e d s  o f  horses, the A k h a lte k e  ho rse . 

T h is h o r s e  is raised m ain ly  in  T u rk m en istan . K a z a k h s t a n .  

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  and northern I r a n .  T h e  Turkmen A k h a lte k e  h o rse  is 

tall an d  e le g a n t ,  and it has s tro n g , lo n g  legs. It is well a d a p te d  to  the 

harsh d ry  c lim a te  of the T u rk m en  s tep p es , and since a n c ie n t  tim es 

it w as r e g a rd e d  as one o f  the f a s te s t  racing horses in th e  re g io n . It 

was h ig h ly  valued  by w arriors n o t  o n ly  in Central A s ia , b u t  a lso  in 

south  A s ia ,  C hina, and the M id d le  East. Pure-breed  A k h a lte k e  

horses w e re  so ld  to the courts o f  m ed ieva l k h a n s  and s h a h s  as far 

aw ay a s  In d ia  and Egypt. S in c e  a n c ie n t times the h o rs e  tra d e  has 

been an  im p o rtan t source o f  re v e n u e  for merchants w h o  trav e led  

a long  th e  G r e a t  S ilk  R o a d . T h e  im a g e  o f  the horse b e c a m e  p art o f 

T u rk m en  a r t  and  oral trad itions.

D u rin u  th e  Soviet era several k o lk h o z e s  and s o v k h o z e s  in  T urk ­

m en is tan  specialized  in ra ising  h o rse s  on a large s c a le . T h e  total
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n u m b e r  o f  horses in th e  co lle c tiv e  farms re a c h e d  approxim ately

3 0 ,0 0 0  in 1979, but d e c lin e d  d u ring  the 1980s.

S in c e  the 1990s the T u rk m en is tan ! g o v e r n m e n t  h as  gradually re ­

fo rm e d  its a g r ic u l tu r a l  s e c to r  in an attempt to re v iv e  th is  vital sector 

o f  th e  e c o n o m y  th rough p r iv a te  initiative. W ith th e  dec line  of agri ­

c u l tu ra l  subsidies, the ru ra l  p o p u la t io n  has e v e n tu a lly  turned to sub ­

s is te n c e  agriculture in s e m id e s e r t  areas in B a l k a n  a n d  A k h a l  welay- 

a ts .  In th is environm ent, it h a s  become d ifficu lt fo r  ordinary small 

f a rm e rs  to raise the p e d ig re e  h o rse s , and horse b re e d in g  becam e con ­

c e n tra te d  in large, sp e c ia liz e d  farm s. A ccording to  o ff ic ia l statistics 

th e  n u m b er of horses w as  p ro je c te d  at about 3 0 ,0 0 0  in 2004.

H Y A K I M  ( s o m e t im e  H o k ir n  in  e a s te r n  T u r k m e n i s t a n ;  “ t h e  

l e a d e r ” ) .  1. Any leader o f  th e  com m unity. 2. In p u b lic  life in the re ­

p u b l ic  the term is used to  re fe r  to the appointed h e a d  o f  the local, 

e t r a p  (d istrict), or w e la y a t  (p ro v in ce) ad m in istra tio n  (e .g ., welayat 

h y a k im i— the head o f th e  w e la y a t  adm inistration). A cco rd in g  to the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  o f  1992 the p re s id e n t appoints the 

h y a k im s  o f  welayats , the h y a k im  o f  the A s h g a b a t  c ity  adm inistration, 

a n d  the  hyakim s o f etrap  a n d  sh a h e r  (city) a d m in is tra tio n s .

-  I -

I N D U S T R Y .  Until the 20th c e n tu ry  the majority o f the  p o p u la t io n  in the 

T u rk m e n  land was engaged  in subsistence a g r ic u l t u r e  and tradition­

a l ly  received  industrial p ro d u c ts  through barter t r a d e .  Sm all-scale in­

d u s tr ia l  enterprises did e x is t in  m ajor urban areas, p ro d u c in g  textiles, 

c a r p e t s ,  light weapons, an d  so m e  other products. H o w e v e r, they were 

n o t com petitive in the in d u stria l age, as they were v e ry  sm all and used 

trad itio n a l labor-intensive tech n o lo g ies . In the late 19th century the 

R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  established its control over Central A s ia  and invested 

in b u ild in g  a r a ilw a y  th ro u g h  the Turkmen land th a t connected the 

C e n tra l  Asian region with th e  R ussian  market. Several en terprises were 

e s ta b lish e d , mainly with the  R u ssian  and British c a p ita l. How ever, un­

til th e  1920s the industrial s e c to r  w as underdeveloped in Turkm enistan.

L arg e-sca le  industrialization  arrived at T urk m en istan  in the 1930s 

a n d  1940s as part o f an a m b itio u s  industrialization p ro g ram  of the
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Soviet a u th o r it ie s .  The central S o v ie t  governm ent d ire c te d  la rg e  in ­

vestm ents to  th e  industrial sec to r in  th e  republic, e sp e c ia lly  m e c h a n ­

ical p lan ts , labor-in tensive light a n d  g arm en t industries, p e tro c h e m i ­

cal and a g r ic u ltu ra l  product p ro c e s s in g ,  and some o th e rs . B e tw ee n  

1929 an d  1 9 5 9  the industrial s e c to r  in Turkm enistan g re w  a t  an an ­

nual rate o f  ab o u t 15 to 30 p e rc e n t .  In the 1970s and 1 9 8 0 s  T u rk ­

m enistan re c e iv e d  significant in v e s tm e n ts  in g a s  and o i l  e x tra c tin g  

facilities, b e c o m in g  one o f  the m a jo r  regional producers o f  g a s  and 

some c h e m ic a l products. H o w e v e r, a  significant portion  o f  th e  rev ­

enues f ro m  th e  exploitation o f  th e  Turkm enistan! natu ra l re so u rc e s  

was tak en  to  the Soviet central b u d g e t .

Several la rg e  m anufacturing p la n ts  w ere established in th e  1950s 

and 1960s. T h e y  included m ilita ry  a n d  machinery p lan ts a s  w ell as 

ag ricu ltu ra l p roduct processing, le a th e r  goods, c o t t o n  p ro c e s s in g , 

textile a n d  g arm en t production, c a rp e ts ,  petrochem icals, e tc .  U nder 

tight c e n tra liz e d  command c o n tro l ,  how ever, the in d u s tr ia l  en te r ­

prises fa ile d  to  modernize in the 19 7 0 s ,  and by the 1980s th e y  had  b e ­

come q u ite  ineffic ient and p ro d u c e d  low  quality p ro d u c ts  d u e  to a 

q u an tita tiv e  approach and ex c e ss iv e  s ta te  control. Until 1991 u p  to 95 

percent o f  th e se  goods were p ro d u c e d  fo r export to o th er re p u b lic s  o f 

the U n io n  o f  Soviet Socialist R e p u b lic s  (USSR) and to E a s te rn  E u ­

rope. R u s s i a  w as the main m ark e t fo r  the equipment an d  m ach in e ry  

produced  in  Turkm enistan’s p la n ts .

By th e  1 9 9 0 s the industrial s e c to r  in Turkm enistan w a s  re la tiv e ly  

well d iv e r s i f ie d ,  but lacked m o d e rn  technologies and a c c e s s  to  the 

in te rn a tio n a l m arket. Due to th e  c o lla p se  of regional c o o p e ra t io n  

and the tra d itio n a l Soviet m ark e t in the 1990s, m any in d u s tr ia l  en ­

te rp rise s  n e e d e d  restructuring, m o d ern iza tio n , and s ig n i f ic a n t  in ­

v e s tm en t. S in c e  independence th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  

has in tro d u c e d  an am bitious p ro g ra m  o f  m odernization o f  th e  c o u n ­

try ’s in d u s tr ia l  sector. It was a b le  to  m aintain s ig n ifican t su b s id ie s  

in the 1 9 9 0 s  and early 2000s , a s  it took control o f  th e  n ational 

e c o n o m y  a n d  began to sell its g a s  an d  oil at the w orld  p r ic e s .  The 

m ain fo c u s  w as on light in d u s try , petrochem icals, and  a g r ic u ltu ra l  

p ro d u c ts  p ro cessing . A ccord ing  to  official statistical d a ta  T u rk ­

m en is tan  p ro jec ted  to produce 8 5 .8  m illion  square m e te rs  o f  tex tile s  

in 2 0 0 4 . a n d  it projected to in c re a s e  production to  3 8 5  m illion  

square m e te r s  o f  textiles in 2 0 1 0 .
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T urkm en istan’s m a n u fa c tu r in g  industries a v o id e d  a  steep transi­

t io n a l  recession, w hich c o u ld  be seen in n e ig h b o rin g  K a z a k h s ta n  

a n d  R ussia , yet, they e x p e r ie n c e d  significant d if f ic u lt ie s  in adopting 

to  th e  new  post-Soviet e n v iro n m e n t. The largest in v es tm en t projects 

in c lu d e d  an oil refinery in  T u r k m e n b a s h y  city , a  te x tile  complex in 

A s h g a b a t ,  and a m e ta llu rg ic a l plant in M a r y .  A cco rd in g  to the 

W o r ld  B ank, the m a n u fa c tu rin g  sector accoun ted  fo r  40  percent o f 

G D P  in 2001. See a lso  M IN IN G .

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  N A R C O T IC S  C O N T R O L  B O A R D  (INCB).

T h is  is the independent o rg a n iz a tio n  created in 1968 to  control the im ­

p lem en ta tio n  of the U n ite d  N ations drug co n v e n tio n s . T he Conven­

t io n  on  Narcotic Drugs w a s  s ig n ed  in 1961. The IN C B  is governed by 

a  b o a rd  o f  13 m em bers w h o  serve in their p e rso n a l capacity. Tradi­

t io n a lly  they are elected b y  th e  United Nations E c o n o m ic  and Social 

C o u n c il  (ECOSOC) and  a re  financed by the U n ite d  Nations. The 

IN C B  objective is to p ro m o te  governm ent co m p lian ce  w ith the provi­

s io n s  o f  the drug control tre a t ie s  and to assist in th is  e ffo rt.

I R A N  ( o f f i c ia l  n a m e  J o m h u r i - y e  E s la m i-y e  I r a n ,  o r  I s l a m i c  R e p u b ­

l i c  o f  I r a n ;  c a lle d  P e r s ia  u n t i l  t h e  2 0 th  c e n t u r y ) .  T h is  country is lo ­

c a te d  south  of T urk m en istan . T he two states sh a re  a  bo rder of 992 

k ilo m e te rs .  Iran has a te r r i to ry  o f  1,648,000 s q u a re  k ilom eters, and 

th e  p o p u la t io n  was e s tim a te d  at about 68 m illion  (2 0 0 4 , CIA est.). 

P e rs ia n s  account for ab o u t 5 2  to 54 percent o f  th e  population . Be­

tw e e n  1 ,000,000 and 1 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0  T u r k m e n s  live in K h o ra sa n . Mazan- 

d a r a n ,  and other provinces in  northern Iran.

B e tw ee n  the 17th and 19 th  centuries the T u rk m en  t r i b e s  had un ­

e a s y  relations with the P e rs ia n  (Iranian) Em pire, a s  th e y  vigorously 

r e s is te d  Persian attem pts to  e s tab lish  control o v er th e  Turkm en land 

a n d  supported  the B u k h a r a  E m ir a t e  and K h iv a  K h a n a t e  military 

a c t io n s  against Persian tro o p s . By the mid-19th c e n tu ry , how ever, the 

re g io n a l  political en v iro n m en t had changed. The p o w e rfu l R u ss ia n  

E m p i r e  advanced from th e  n o rth  to the T urkm en lan d  and estab ­

l i s h e d  its political con tro l o v e r  the Bukhara E m ira te  and Khiva 

K h a n a te s .  In the late 19th ce n tu ry , through a se rie s  o f  negotiations, 

P e r s ia  (Iran) and Russia a g re e d  on the borders b e tw e e n  the  tw o coun­

t r i e s ,  w hich  largely rem ain ed  unchanged in the 20 th  ce n tu ry . Accord-
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ing to these  ag reem en ts  part o f the te r r i to ry  that h isto rica lly  h a d  been 

populated b y  T urkm ens went to P e r s ia .

A fter th e  R evo lu tion  o f 1917 th e  T u rk m en  land re m a in e d  se m i ­

independent f o r  several years, but f r o m  1920 to 1924 the B o ls h e v ik s  

established c o n tro l over the te r r ito ry  o f  present-day T u rk m e n is ta n . 

During th is  p e r io d , some re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  the B a s m a c h y  m o v e ­

m e n t  m o v e d  to  Iran and received su b s ta n tia l  support fro m  th e  Iran ­

ian a u th o ritie s . In the 1940s and 1 9 5 0 s  Turkm enistan d e v e lo p e d  ac ­

tive t r a d e  w ith  Iran , yet the S o v ie t U n io n  had bum py r e la t io n s  w ith  

the Iran ian  lead ersh ip . The Iran ian  Is la m ic  revolution o f  1 9 7 9  n e g a ­

tively a f fe c te d  the relations b e tw e e n  Turkm enistan and I r a n ,  as the 

ir o n  c u r t a i n  virtually sealed b o rd e r s  betw een the tw o  c o u n tr ie s .  

The re la tio n s  w ere also co m p lica ted  by  Iranian support o f  th e  anti- 

Soviet r e s is ta n c e  movement in A f g h a n i s t a n  in the 1980s. R e la tio n s  

im proved sig n ifican tly  in the late 1 9 8 0 s . A fter the d is so lu tio n  o f  the 

Soviet U n io n  in 1991 T urkm enistan a n d  Iran established d i r e c t  d ip lo ­

matic r e la t io n s ,  and Iran was a m o n g  th e  first countries th a t o p e n e d  an 

em bassy in  A s h g a b a t .

E co n o m ic  cooperation, border d e lim ita tio n s  o f the C a s p i a n  S e a .  

and c o n s tru c tio n  o f  g a s  and o i l  p i p e l i n e s  from C entral A s ia  to  the 

Persian G u l f  th rough the territory o f  Iran  were the three k e y  is su e s  in 

the re la tio n sh ip  between these tw o  n e ig h b o rs  in the 1990s a n d  early  

2000s.

S ince th e  e a rly  1990s bilateral t r a d e  between the two c o u n tr ie s  has 

expanded  ra p id ly , and Iran b ec am e th e  third  most im p o rtan t trad ing  

partner o f  T urkm enistan . In ad d itio n  to  official trade, e x p e rts  rep o rted  

a large n u m b e r  o f  Central Asian u n re g is te re d  retail trad e rs— c h e ln o k i.  

The c h e ln o k i  com m ute back and fo r th  between the tw o c o u n tr ie s  in 

order to b u y  and resell consum er g o o d s . According to o f f ic ia l  es ti ­

m ates in 2 0 0 3  up to 20,000 T u rk m en  citizens visited Iran. S o m e  Iran ­

ian trad e rs  m o v ed  to Ashgabat a n d  estab lished  retail o u tle ts .

In 1997 Turkm enistan opened o n e  o f  its first new gas p ip e lin e s  to 

export its  g a s  to northern Iran a n d  bu ilt a railw ay section  th a t co n ­

nected th e  C en tra l Asian railw ay sy s tem  with the Iran ian  ne tw o rk . 

There w e re  a lso  intensive n eg o tia tio n s  under way co n cern in g  th e  co n ­

struction o f  a highway between th e  tw o  countries. H o w ev er, n eg o tia ­

tions re g a rd in g  a large-scale p ip e lin e  to the Persian G u lf  o r  T urkey, 

w hich c o n tin u e d  throughout the  1990s, failed due to th e  U nited
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S tates-im posed trad e  sa n c tio n s  against Iran , lo w  oil prices in the in ­

ternational m arket, a n d  a  negative geopo litical env ironm ent in the re ­

g ion . In 2003-2004  th e  negotiations w ere re su m e d  and there were 

several reports abou t p o s s ib le  pipeline rou tes .

Throughout the 1 9 9 0 s  A shgabat and T ehran  w e re  actively involved 

in multilateral n e g o tia tio n s  over the legal s ta tu s  o f  the Caspian Sea 

an d  delim itation o f  its  s e a b e d . Iran, K a z a k h s ta n ,  A zerbaijan, R ussia , 

and  Turkmenistan d is a g re e d  seriously on h o w  to  divide the poten ­

tia lly  oil-rich C asp ian  se a b e d  among the b o rd e r in g  countries. Tw o 

o p tio n s  were to d iv id e  it eq u a lly  among all f iv e  co u n tries  or accord ­

ing  to  the coastal line  a n d  international a r ra n g e m e n ts  on the coastal 

econom ic zones.

Iran along with T u rk m e n is ta n  is a m em ber o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  C o o p ­

e r a t i o n  O r g a n iz a t io n  ( E C O )  and O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  I s la m ic  C o n ­

f e r e n c e  (O IC ).

I R O N  C U R T A I N . T he te rm  used in reference to  th e  political, military, 

an d  ideological b a rrie r e re c te d  by the Soviet U n io n  on its borders. 

T h e  Soviet authorities s e v e re ly  limited all re la t io n s  o f  the Soviet c it ­

iz en s  with foreign n a tio n a lit ie s . In the case o f  T u rk m en is tan , citizens 

o f  T U r k m e n  S S R  v ery  o f te n  could not co n tac t e v e n  relatives who 

m o v ed  to A f g h a n i s t a n  o r  I r a n  because o f the c iv i l  w ar, collectiviza ­

tio n  hardship, and o th e r  so c ia l o r political c a la m itie s .  T he Soviet au ­

th o ritie s  often justified  th e  Iron  Curtain by re fe rr in g  to  the B a s m a c h y  

m o v e m e n t ,  which had  its  supply bases in A fg h a n is ta n , Iran, and 

so m e  other countries. T h e  te rm  was first used b y  W inston  Churchill 

a t h is speech in Fu lton , a b o u t  the division o f  E u ro p e  in 1946.

I S L A M .  One of the m a jo r  w orld  religions, fo u n d e d  by Prophet 

M uham m ad  in A rabia a t th e  beginning o f the s e v e n th  century a .d . 

A ra b  troops reached th e  te rr ito ry  o f con tem porary  Turkm enistan in 

th e  m iddle of the eighth  c e n tu ry  and established a  s tro n g  presence in 

K h o ra sa n , B u k h a r a , a n d  K h oresm . Initially, th e  A ra b s  met signifi­

c a n t  resistance from the  lo c a l p o p u la t io n ,  but I s la m  ultimately es ­

ta b lish e d  roots in the re g io n . T h e  Islamization o f  T u rk m e n  tr ib e s  was 

a  lo n g  process and c o n tin u e d  fo r several c e n tu r ie s . Probably some 

t im e  betw een the 11th a n d  15th centuries a s ig n if ic a n t number o f 

T u r k m e n s  began to p ra c tic e  Islam . A kh u n s , s h e ik h s , and dervishes
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(m em bers o f  Sufi orders), w ho t ra v e le d  in the reg ion an d  a lo n g  the 

G re a t  S i lk  R o a d ,  contributed n o ta b ly  to  this process. M o s t  c o n te m ­

porary s c h o la rs  o f  religion in C e n tra l  A s ia  believe that the  S u f i  o rd ers  

still e x e rc ise  significant in fluence a m o n g  the Turkm ens. T h e  stro n g  

influence o f  S ufism  can be o b se rv e d  in local traditions an d  th e  in co r ­

poration o f  so m e local Sufi ritu a ls  a n d  beliefs in everyday  l ife .  A lso , 

many T u rk m e n  scholars reported  e le m e n ts  o f  pre-Islam ic b e l ie f s  and 

sh am an istic  trad itions among s o m e  T u rkm ens.

A fter th e  B olshevik  R evolu tion  in  1917 the Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  in i ­

tially to le ra te d  the Islamic creed  a n d  a llo w ed  Islamic p ra c t ic e s .  Jo se f  

Stalin ra d ic a lly  changed state p o l ic y  tow ard  all re ligions in  th e  sec ­

ond h a lf  o f  the 1920s and in th e  1930s. Many m o sques w e re  d e ­

stroyed a n d  num erous spiritual le a d e r s  w ere executed, se n t to  S ib eria  

(R u s s ia ) ,  o r  escaped to A f g h a n i s t a n .  I r a n ,  and T u rk e y . D uring  

W orld W a r II the Soviet g o v e rn m e n t changed  its policy to w a r d  Islam  

and e s ta b lish e d  the state-contro lled  C en tra l Asian S p iritua l B o a rd  o f  

M uslim s (S A D U M  in Russian ab b re v ia tio n ) in T ashken t in  1942. 

Since th e  1940s the Soviet a u th o r i t ie s  generally to le ra te d  Is lam ic  

p ractices, a s  fa r as they were p r iv a te  ac tio n s  and did not in te r fe re  w ith 

public l ife . H ow ever, it e s tab lish ed  a  stric t control over th e  re g is tra ­

tion o f  m o sq u e s  and mullahs, th u s  m an y  Muslims sought th e  h elp  o f  

u n o f f ic ia l  M u s l im  clergy to p ra c t ic e  their religion.

T u rk m en is tan  experienced a m a jo r  resurgence o f  I s la m  in the 

1980s a n d  1990s. A number o f  m o sq u e s  were built, in c lu d in g  the 

largest m o s q u e  in Central A sia, c o m p le te d  in 1999, and a  s ig n if ic a n t 

num ber o f  peop le  turned to p ra c t ic in g  the religion. H o w e v e r ,  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  (1 9 9 2 )  declared that the r e p u b lic  is a 

secular s ta te .  Islam  traditionally m a in ta in s  a strong p re se n c e  an d  in ­

fluence in  L e b a p  and M a ry  w e la y a t s . and less in B a lk a n  w e la y a t.

A c c o rd in g  to official statistics a ro u n d  95 percent o f  T u rk m e n s  are 

Sunni M u s lim s  o f  the Hanafi s c h o o l,  along with their C e n tra l  A sian 

neighbors an d  Turks of Turkey. T h is  is in  contrast to the S h ia  branch 

in n e ig h b o rin g  Iran. According to  T u rk m en  m ass m e d ia  re p o r ts ,  rad ­

ical Is la m ic  groups did not p e n e tra te  Turkmen society, a s  th e  post- 

Soviet T urkm enistan! governm ent m ain tains strict con tro l o v e r  reli ­

gious a f fa ir s .  The government b a n n e d  political activities o f  a ll  Islam ic 

croups, in c lu d in g  H iz b -U t-T a h r ir .  in the country, and it e s ta b lish e d  

tight c o n tro l over registration o f  a ll religious com m unities a n d  over
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appointm ents o f new  Im a m s  (Islamic clergy) in a ll m osques. S e e  a ls o  

JA D ID ISM : KAZY; K A Z IY E T ; M UFTI; M U F T IY A T .

I S L A M I C  M O V E M E N T  O F  U Z B E K IS T A N  ( I M U ) .  The largest rad ­

ical Islamic group o f  U z b e k is ta n ,  based in the  F erg h an a  Valley. It is 

ac tiv e  in Uzbekistan a n d  in southern K y rg y zstan . T he IMU claim s

3 ,0 0 0  to 4,000 active m e m b e rs  and 9.000 to 1 2 ,0 0 0  supporters. It has 

its roots in several Is la m ic  youth groups, w h ich  em erg ed  in the Fer ­

g h an a  Valley in the e a r ly  1990s and attempted to  p ro m o te  and enforce 

Is lam ic  practices am o n g  local com munities. IM U  m em b ers were active 

d u rin g  the civil w ar in T a j i k i s t a n  fighting a lo n g s id e  the Islamic oppo ­

s itio n . Allegedly they re c e iv e d  substantial financ ia l assistance from the 

M idd le  East and tra in in g  assistance from A f g h a n i s t a n  in the mid- 

1990s. There were u n co n firm e d  reports that so m e IM U  members were 

invo lved  in lucrative d ru g  trafficking from A fg h a n is ta n  to Europe.

In 1998 and 1999 th e  U zbekistan g o v ern m en t launched a crack ­

d o w n  cam paign, ac c u s in g  the  movement o f k i l l in g  po lice  officials in 

N am an g an  and m as te rm in d in g  an assassination a tte m p t on President 

Is la m  Karimov o f U z b e k is ta n  in 1999. A n u m b e r  o f  active members 

a n d  supporters o f the IM U  w ere arrested, and th e  IM U  leaders moved 

to  northeastern T a jik is tan , w h ere  they estab lished  th e ir  stronghold. In 

1999  and 2000 there w e re  m ilitan t incursions, w h ic h  attem pted to in ­

f i l tra te  from Tajikistan to  U zbekistan via K y rg y z s ta n  and captured 

sev e ra l villages and a n u m b e r  o f  hostages, but in a  series of battles 

th e  IM U  was expelled f r o m  both Kyrgyzstan and  U zb ek is tan . In 2001 

it m o v ed  to A fghanistan a n d  fought along w ith a l Q a e d a  against the 

U .S . troops and ex p e rien ce d  severe losses. In 2 0 0 2  it attem pted to re ­

la u n c h  itself as the Is la m ic  M ovem ent o f T t i r k i s ta n .  claim ing that it 

h a s  supporters in all a r e a s  in Central Asian r e g io n ,  including Turk ­

m en is tan . There was an  unconfirm ed m edia re p o r t  that several 

T u rk m e n  citizens a tten d ed  th e  IM U camps in th e  1 9 9 0 s. See also IS ­

L A M ; UN OFFICIAL M U S L IM  CLERGY.

- J -

J A D I D I S M  (a lso  d z h a d id is m , f r o m  th e  A r a b ic  j a d i d — “ n e w ” ). A re ­

fo rm is t  movement in C e n tra l  A sia and the R u s s i a n  E m p i r e ,  which
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em erged in  th e  late 19th and e a r ly  2 0 th  centuries. It w as a  p a r t  o f  the 

wider re fo rm is t  movement in th e  M u s lim  world o f  the 1 9 th  a n d  20th 

centuries. I ts  m em bers (Jad id ists) c a lle d  for a re fo rm ation  o f  Islam ic  

society a n d  introduction o f  n ew  ap p ro a c h e s  to po litics , s o c ia l  re la ­

tions, an d  especia lly  e d u c a t io n .  N u m e ro u s  religious s c h o la r s  in the 

M uslim  a r e a s  o f  the Russian E m p ire ,  including S h ih a b e d d in  al- 

M arjani (1 8 1 8 -1 8 8 9 )  and m any o th e r s ,  contributed to  e a r ly  deb a tes  

on the c r e a t iv e  interpretation o f  I s la m ic  teaching. This w a s  in  a  sharp  

contrast to  the  conservative a n d  v e ry  narrow in te rp re ta tio n s  and 

teachings o f  the ulama  (Islam ic s c h o la r s )  in Central A s ia , w h o  v ig o r ­

ously a n d  so m etim es forcibly re s is te d  the ideas o f the r e fo rm is ts .  On 

the eve o f  th e  20th century a C r im e a n  Tatar reform ist c i r c le  led by 

Ismail G a sp a ra ly  (Gasparinski) e m e rg e d  as one o f the m o s t  in flu en ­

tial g ro u p s  am o n g  the M uslim  re fo rm is ts  in the R ussian  E m p ire .  In 

C entral A s ia  it was particularly in flu en tia l in B u k h a r a ,  T ash k e n t, 

and, to a  le s s e r  degree, K h iv a .

In the  e a r ly  20th century the J a d id is ts  developed a n ew  c u rr ic u lu m  

for C e n tra l A sian  schools, w h ich  co m b in ed  religious s u b je c ts  w ith 

the new  a p p ro a c h  to teaching A ra b ic  language and also in c lu d e d  such 

subjects a s  m athem atics. They e s ta b lis h e d  a network o f  s c h o o ls  (so- 

called re fo rm e d  or Jadidist s c h o o ls )  w ith  a new cu rricu lu m  in m any 

cities a n d  to w n s  in Central A s ia ,  includ ing  the T u rk m en  lan d . By 

1914 th e re  w ere  about 30 sch o o ls  th a t had adopted the J a d id is t  cu r ­

ricu lum . M a n y  influential T u rk m e n  politicians and p u b lic  f ig u re s  o f 

the e a rly  2 0 th century were e d u c a te d  in these schools.

J A G A T A I. S e e  CHAGATAI.

J IG I T .  S e e  Y IG IT .

J IH A D  ( h o ly  b a t t le ,  cam paign ). O n e  o f  the central concep ts in  Is la m , 

w hich o b lig e s  Muslims to spread a n d  strengthen Islam in th e  w o rld . Ac­

cording to  th e  Islamic scholarly in terpre tation  of the co n cep t, j ih a d  can 

be p e rfo rm ed  in four ways: by h e a r t, by  sword, by hand, an d  b y  tongue.

It shou ld  b e  directed against evil d e s ire s , actions, or en em ies . T here is 

no c lea r co n c e p t o f who can call fo r  jih a d  by sword—m ilitary  action  or 

w ars. In th e  19th and 20th cen tury , leaders of Islamic c o m m u n itie s  in 

C entral A s ia  frequently called fo r j ih a d  against the Tsarist au thorities.
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T h e  P o p u la r  U p r is in g  o f  1 9 1 6  in Z ac a sp ian  o b la s t  and the B asm achy  

m o v e m e n t in 1918-1921  w ere carried out u n d e r th e  banner of jihad. In 

the 1990s some rad ical Is lam ic  groups in C en tra l A s ia , such as the Is ­

l a m ic  M o v em en t o f  U z b e k is ta n ,  declared J ih a d  against the ruling

reg im es, such as the re g im e  o f  President Islam K a rim o v  o f U zbek istan .

J U N A ID -K H A N  ( D z h u n a id - K h a n )  (a lso  B a i ta l  K h a n , M uham m ed-  

ku rb a n -se rd a r)  (1 8 5 7 —1 9 3 8 ) .  One of the m o st su cc ess fu l command ­

e rs  o f  the B a sm a c h y  m o v e m e n t  in the T t i r k m e n  la n d  between 1918 

a n d  1924. In 1918 w ith  a  g ro u p  of his su p p o rte rs  he entered the city 

o f  K hiva and seized p o li t ic a l  power in the K h i v a  K h a n a te .  In 1920 

th e  R ed Army forced h im  to  abandon Khiva. Ju n a id -K h a n  united sev ­

e ra l hundred supp o rte rs  a n d , w ith the help o f  lo c a l influential tribal 

lead e rs , organized a r e s is ta n c e  movement a g a in s t  th e  Red Army. The 

B asm achy  groups u n d e r  h is  command co n tro lled  a  num ber of cities 

an d  tow ns and a s ig n if ic a n t part of the T u rk m en  land . Junaid-Khan 

a ttem p ted  to m obilize b ro a d  local support u n d e r  th e  banner of g a z a -  

v a t  (J ih a d )  against the  S o v ie t  authorities and h e  a ttra c ted  significant 

m ilita ry  and financial s u p p o r t  from Russian W h ite  G uards, Britain, 

a n d  Turkey. H ow ever, h is  tro o p s , which were p la g u e d  by personal ri­

v a lrie s  and lack o f d is c ip l in e , w ere defeated by th e  un ited  units o f the 

R ed  A rm y and local m i l i t s i y a  (militia) in 1924.

In 1924 he escaped to  A fghanistan , but in 1925  he w as amnestied 

a n d  returned to the T u r k m e n i s t a n  S ov ie t S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic . For 

sev e ra l years he lived a s  a  p rivate  person in the  v illa g e  o f  Bedirkent 

( in  present-day D a s h o g u z  w e la y a t), but in 1928 h e  and his guards 

c la sh e d  with Red A rm y tro o p s . In a series o f  b a t t le s  he was defeated 

b u t escaped to con tinue a  partisan-style cam p a ig n  ag a in s t the Soviet 

au th o ritie s , destroying com m unications and a m b u s h in g  towns and 

v illa g es  in T urkm enistan. In  1931 he escaped to  A fg h an istan , where 

h e  rem ained one o f the in flu en tia l figures am o n g  th e  anti-Soviet po ­

litica l groups in exile.

J U Z  (a ls o  ju s ,d z h u s ) .  1. “ H u n d re d "  in Kazakh ( y u z  in  TX irkm en la n ­

g u a g e ) .  Often used in re fe re n c e  to a unit in a c a v a lry  regiment in 

C e n tra l Asia. 2. A horde o r  federation of K azakh t r i b e s .  There were 

th re e  sem i-independent h o rd e s  in the Kazakh s te p p e : U luu  Juz (Great 

H o rd e ), Kichi Juz (L ittle  H o rd e ), and Otro Juz (M id d le  Horde).
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K A K A L IY E V , Y A Z G E L D Y  (1 9 6 1 — ). Turkm en po litician. B o rn  in the 

city o f  Y a n g a la  in A khal w e l a y a t , Y azge ldy  Kakaliyev g ra d u a te d  from  

T u rk m e n  S ta t e  U n iversity in 1983  an d  then com p leted h is  p ostg rad - 

uated s tu d ie s  at the A cadem y  o f  S c ie n c e s .  He was aw arded  a  ka n d id a t  

nauk  d e g re e  (equivalent to P h .D .). H e  started his career at th e  T urkm en 

A cadem y o f  Sciences in 1983. F ro m  1985 to 1992 he he ld  v a r io u s  re ­

search p o s it io n s  at the academ y. F ro m  1993 to 1996 he h e ld  m an ag e ­

rial p o s it io n s  at the Turkm enistan com m ercial b a n k . F ro m  1996 to 

1997 he w o rk e d  at the Investbank. F ro m  1997 to 1999 he w a s  th e  m an ­

ager o f  th e  Turkm enistan B ank’s b ra n c h  in the city o f  A b a d a n . In 1999 

he was a p p o in te d  as the deputy c h a irm a n  o f  the Investbank. F ro m  2000 

to 2002 h e  serv ed  as deputy c h a irm a n  o f  Turkmenbashy S ta te  B ank. In 

early 1992  he  w as appointed d e p u ty  m in ister of e c o n o m y  a n d  Finance. 

In N o v e m b e r  2002 Kakaliyev w a s  appo in ted  minister o f  e c o n o m y  and 

Finance, b u t  in April 2004 he w as d ism isse d  from his p o s itio n .

K A L Y M . S e e  KALYNG.

K A L Y N G  ( a l s o  K a l y m ) .  Dowry in th e  form  of money o r a  g i f t ,  w hich 

paren ts o f  a  bridegroom send to  p a ren ts  o f a bride b e fo re  th e  m ar ­

riage. T h e  ka ly n g  may take th e  fo rm  o f various h o u se h o ld  goods, 

liv e s to ck , o r  cash , but is u sually  a  com bination o f th ese . T ra d itio n ­

ally, th e  a m o u n t is decided by th e  p a ren ts  on both sides a n d  o fte n  de ­

pends o n  th e  income and socia l s ta tu s  o f  the fam ilies. T h e  ka lyng  

p layed  a  c e n tra l  part in p rearran g ed  m arriages among T u r k m e n s  and 

U zb ek s , a n d  there were n u m ero u s  reports of underage a n d  forced 

m a rr ia g e s . T h e  kalyng  was o fF icially  banned during the S o v ie t  era . In 

p o s t-S o v ie t Turkm enistan, the tra d itio n  o f  kalyng has s tre n g th e n e d , 

a lth o u g h  th e  precise number o f  a r ra n g e d  marriages is u n k n o w n .

K A R A - B O G A Z - G O L .  See G A R A B O G A Z G O L .

K A R A K U L  ( a ls o  a s t r a k h a n  f u r ) .  1. Sheepskin of karakul s h e e p  that is 

sp ec ia lly  p rocessed  and w ashed. T h e  karakul sheepskin is  h ig h ly  val­

ued fo r  its  so ft, curled, glossy fu r  th a t is customarily used  fo r  m aking 

w in ter ja c k e ts , overcoats, trad itio n a l hats, etc. 2. The b re e d  o f  sheep
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that is raised in T u rk m e n is ta n  and some p a r ts  o f  C entral Asia, mainly 

fo r its skin and fine w o o l. T he wool o f k a ra k u l sheep  is seven to ten 

centim eters long an d  trad itionally  used for m a k in g  Turkoman c a rp e ts .

K A R A  K U M  C A N A L . S e e  GA RA G U M  C A N A L .

K A R A  K U M  D E S E R T . S e e  GA RAG UM  D E S E R T .

K A R A  K U M  L A K E . S e e  G A R A G U M  K O L I.

K A R A V A N  SA R A Y . S e e  KERW EN -SARAY.

K A R P O V  G E O R G II  (1 8 9 0 -1 9 4 7 ) .  Turkm en p o litic ia n  and ethnogra­

pher. Bom inTsaritsin (R u ss ia ) Georgii K arpov re ce iv ed  his ed u ca tio n  

fro m  a primary sc h o o l and  worked in v a r io u s  places before 

jo in in g  the army in W o rld  W ar I. During the c iv il w a r in T u rk is tan  he 

jo in ed  the Bolshevik P a rty  and  fought as an o ff ic e r  o f  the Red Army in 

the Z a c a sp ia n  O blast. In th e  1920s and 1930s he  h e ld  various positions 

in the People’s C o m m issa ria t o f Internal A ffa irs  (predecessor o f the 

K G B ), Central C om m ittee  o f  the C o m m u n is t P a r t y  o f  T u rk m e n  SS R . 

C entra l Executive C o m m itte e , and some o thers. H ow ever, it was his 

ethnographic and h is to rical research that brought h im  w ide recognition 

in Turkm en academia an d  in Central Asia. He p a rtic ip a te d  in numerous 

ethnographic expeditions an d  organized several s tu d ie s  on contempo­

ra ry  Turkmen history, trib a l com position, g en ea lo g y , and p o pu la tion  

m ovem ent in the T urkm en  land. He published o n e  o f  the first authori­

ta tiv e  studies on m odem  T u r k m e n s  and authored a  n u m b er articles and 

b o o k s  on modem history an d  ethnography o f T u rk m e n s .

K A Z A K H S T A N  (o ff ic ia l n a m e  Qazaqstan R e s p u b l ik a s y  o r  Qazaq- 

s ta n ) .  The republic is lo c a te d  north of T u rk m en is tan , and they share 

3 7 9  kilometers o f co m m o n  borders. Kazakhstan is  th e  largest state in 

C e n tra l Asia (2,717,300 sq u a re  kilometers), and  w ith  a population es ­

t im a te d  at about 16.8 m ill io n  in July 2004 it is th e  seco n d  most pop ­

u lo u s  country in the re g io n  a fte r U z b e k is ta n . A c c o rd in g  to the CIA 

e s tim a te s  the Kazakhs a c c o u n t for 53.4 p ercen t o f  the population 

(o th e r  estimates put th is  fig u re  up to 58 p ercen t) (2 0 0 4 , CIA est.), 

R u ss ia n s  about 28 p e rc e n t, Ukrainians about 3 .7  p ercen t, Uzbeks
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about 2.5 p e rc e n t, Germans a b o u t 2 .4 ,  U igurs about 1.4, T a ta r s  about 

1.6 p e rc e n t, e tc . Some 2,000 to  3 ,0 0 0  T u rk m en s  live in th e  A ty rau , 

M an g g h u stau , and some o ther o b la s t s  o f  Kazakhstan (o th e r  e s tim a te s  

put the f ig u re s  up to 4,000 to 5 ,0 0 0 ) .

D uring  th e  19th century the K a z a k h s  interacted w ith th e  T u rk m e n s  

and s o m e tim e s  helped in their r e s is ta n c e  and struggle a g a in s t  the 

K h iv a  K h a n a t e .  The activities o f  K a z a k h  officers in R u s s ia n  serv ice  

conv inced  th e  leaders of northern  T u rk m e n  tr ib e s  to a c c e p t  th e  R u s ­

s ian  E m p i r e ’s advance into the re g io n  and the suzerain ty .

D uring th e  Soviet era, K azak h stan  becam e one o f  the m o s t indu stri ­

ally d e v e lo p e d  countries in C en tra l A s ia  and one o f the im p o r ta n t des ­

tinations fo r  Turkm enistan’s a g r i c u l t u r a l  and in d u s tr ia l  p ro d u c tio n . 

T u rkm en istan  also  intensively u se d  K azakhstan’s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  net ­

work. p ip e l in e s ,  te lecom m unications, and  other in frastructu re .

S ince 1991 Kazakhstan has b e e n  o n e  o f  T urkm enistan’s  m o s t im ­

portant p a r tn e rs ,  especially in tra n sp o rta tio n  and on the  o i l  an d  g a s  

p ipelines is su e . Turkm enistan e x p o r te d  about U S$70 m ill io n  in 

goods a n d  serv ices, mainly p ro d u c ts  o f  its agriculture a n d  industry , 

and im p o r te d  about US$60 m illio n  in goods and s e rv ic e s ,  p e tro le u m , 

and m a c h in e ry . There were m e d ia  rep o rts  about the im m ig ra tio n  o f 

T urkm en fa rm e rs  to K azakhstan in  sea rch  o f tem porary j o b s .  A d m it ­

tedly, s o m e  o f  Turkm enistan’s a c tio n s  — such as s ig n in g  th e  D u a l 

C i t i z e n s h ip  T re a ty  with R ussia  in  1993, the unilateral in tro d u c tio n  

o f  visa re q u ire m e n ts  for the C o m m o n w e a l th  o f I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s  

(C IS) m e m b e rs ,  refusal to jo in  th e  C e n t r a l  A sian  E c o n o m ic  U n io n ,  

and in s is te n c e  on its own position  in  the C a sp ia n  S ea  d e lim ita tio n  is ­

sue th ro u g h o u t the 1990s—w ere  n eg a tiv e ly  perceived b y  th e  K aza ­

khstani g o v ern m en t. In the m e a n tim e  the T urkm enistan  b usiness 

c o m m u n ity  com plained about h ig h  fees  and levies im p o sed  b y  K aza ­

khstan  c u s to m s  and transportation o ffic ia ls  on T u rk m en istan ! goods. 

N e v e rth e le s s , the relations b e tw e en  th e  tw o countries c o n tin u e d  to be 

frien d ly  th ro u g h o u t the 1990s a n d  e a r ly  2000s, as they c o o p e ra te d  on 

such is s u e s  as dealing with the e n v i r o n m e n ta l  im pact o f  th e  A ra l  

S e a  d e c lin e .
K a z a k h s t a n ,  along with T u rk m e n is ta n , joined the C IS , E c o n o m ic  

C o o p era tio n  Organization. O r g a n i z a t i o n  of th e  I s l a m i c  C o n f e r ­

ence. O rg an iza tio n  for S e c u r i ty  a n d  C o o p e ra tio n  in E u r o p e ,  and

o th er in te rn a tio n a l organizations. B y  2004 Kazakhstan h a d  reso lved
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m o st o f its territorial a n d  b o rd e r disputes w ith  T urk m en istan , with the 

exception  of the d is p u te s  o v e r the status o f  th e  C asp ian  seabed.

K A Z I Y E T .  During the S o v ie t  e ra . the highest I s la m ic  decision-m aking 

b o d y  in Turkm enistan, b a se d  in D ash o g u z  ( fo rm e r ly  Tashauz). It was 

estab lished  in 1943 a f te r  the  regime o f Jo se f  S ta lin  lifted some re ­

s tric tions on relig ious a c tiv it ie s  in the Soviet U n io n . T he Kaziyet was 

subordinated to the m u f t i a t  o f  Central A s ia— a Tashkent-based C en ­

tra l Asian spiritual b o d y . Traditionally, the K a z iy e t was led by a 

p rom inen t local Is lam ic  sch o la r , the k a z y ,  w ho w a s  approved by both 

th e  m uftiat and the S ta te  Com m ittee on R e lig io u s  Affairs. The 

K a z iy e t supervised th e  w o rk  of offic ia lly  re g is te re d  m osques, 

m e d r e s e s , and o ff ic ia l  M u s l im  clergy  on the te r r ito ry  o f the repub ­

lic . In 1991 the status o f  th e  Kaziyet was u p g ra d e d  and it became the 

m u ftia t  o f T urkm enistan . S e e  a lso  ISLAM; M U F T I; UNO FFICIAL 

M U S L IM  CLERGY.

K A Z Y . 1. A legal au th o rity  in  I s la m ,  who in te rp re ts  to  the Islamic com ­

m u n ity  the religious te a c h in g s  and Islamic law  ( S h a r i a h ) .  Kazys con ­

t in u e d  legal practices in th e  Turkm en land until th e  m id-1920s, when 

th e  institute of kazy  w a s  ab o lish ed  by the S o v ie t au tho rities . 2. Until 

1991 the highest Is lam ic  au th o rity  in T u rk m en is tan , subordinated to 

th e  m u f t i a t  of C entral A s ia , w hich had its h e a d q u a rte rs  in Tashkent 

(U z b e k is ta n ) .  3. In 2 0 0 2  th e  Turkm enistan! g o v e r n m e n t  introduced 

th e  term  kazy in a re fe re n c e  to any state a p p o in te d  ju d g e . See also  

K A Z IY E T ; M UFTI; U N O F F IC IA L  M USLIM  C L E R G Y .

K E C H E  (a lso  k o s h m a ) .  T ra d itio n a l Turkmen w o o le n  fe lt c a rp e t with 

n a tio n a l Turkmen p a tte rn s  o r  pictures. U nlike w o v e n  carpets, the 

k e c h e  is made of sheep o r  c a m e l wool, which is ro l le d  flat onto thick 

c lo th  o r another base. T h is  is a long and lab o r-in te n s iv e  process, in 

w h ic h  traditionally w o m e n  have been in v o lv ed . T h e  keche was 

w id e ly  used as a floor c o v e r  in traditional T u rk m en  h o uses and as an 

e x te rn a l cover for the y u r t .

K E M I N E  (rea l n am e  M a m e t v e l i )  (1 7 7 0 -1 8 4 0 ). P ro m in e n t Turkmen 

p o e t ,  one of the early fo u n d e rs  o f  modem T u rk m e n  poetry. Bom in 

th e  Serakh oasis, K em in e  received  his form al e d u c a t i o n  from a
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m e d r e s e  in  B u k h a r a .  A fter le a v in g  h is medrese  he sp e n t th e  rest o f 

his live tra v e lin g  around the T u rk m e n  land, studying T u rk m e n  fo lk ­

lore, an d  co m p o sin g  his ow n p o e m s .  H e became a fa m o u s  m a s te r  o f 

satirical a n d  allegorical stories a n d  p o em s. He was v ery  s e n s i t iv e  to 

injustice a n d  frequently rid icu led  p e o p le ’s greed and s e l f is h n e s s  and 

the in se n s itiv ity  o f  the nobility a n d  th e  t r ib a l  and re lig io u s  e lite . He 

was a lso  a  m aster of love p o e try , producing fine lin e s  a b o u t  the 

beauty o f  th e  w om en of the s te p p e .  In contem porary T u rk m e n is ta n  

he is h ig h ly  respected and re g a rd e d  a s  one o f the fo u n d ers  o f  sa tire  in 

Turkm en lite ra tu re .

K E R B A B A Y E V , B E R D Y  (1 8 9 4 —1 9 7 4 ) .  Turkmen w rite r, tran s la to r , 

and p u b lic is t .  Bom  in the v i l la g e  o f  A m ansha-K aplan in  A k h a l  

o b l a s t , B e rd y  Kerbabayev re c e iv e d  a  basic religious e d u c a t i o n  at a 

m e d r e s e  a n d  then studied at th e  L e n in g ra d  Institute o f  O r ie n ta l  L an ­

guages (n o t  com pleted). He s ta r te d  h is  career as an a d m in is tra tiv e  as ­

sistant a n d  interpreter. In the e a r ly  1920s he joined the lo c a l  Soviet 

ad m in is tra tio n  and concurrently b e g a n  his writing c a re e r . B etw een  

1924 a n d  1926 he prepared fo r p u b lic a tio n  several p oetry  co llec tio n s  

o f  the T u rk m e n  poet M a g ty m g u ly . In  1931 he published h is  firs t co l ­

lection o f  sh o rt stories. In the 1 9 3 0 s  he translated from  R u ss ia n  to 

T u rk m e n  sev e ra l im portant n o v e ls  o f  Lev T o ls to y , M ik h a il 

S h o lo k h o v , and  Maksim G orky . B e tw ee n  1940 and 1955  he  p ub ­

lished h is  m onum ental th re e -v o lu m e  novel Aygytly A d im  (D ec is iv e  

S tep), w h ic h  w as also published in  R ussian  under the title  R e s h a u c h ii  

Shag . In 1947  he published his n o v e l  A kso ltan  iz strany b e lo g o  zo lo ta  

(A k so ltan  fro m  the Country o f  W h ite  Gold), and in 1 9 5 7  he  pub ­

lished h is  n o v e l N ebit Dag. F ro m  1942  to 1950 and ag a in  f ro m  1960 

to 1962 h e  w as the chairm an o f  th e  U n io n  o f W r i t e r s  o f  T u r k ­

m e n i s t a n .

K e rb a b a y e v  played an im p o rtan t ro le  in the developm ent o f  the lit ­

e ra tu re  o f  Turkm enistan in the 2 0 th  century. He was a m o n g  th e  first 

T u r k m e n s  w ho translated m a jo r R u ss ian  writers into th e  T t i r k m e n  

la n g u a g e .  H e authored several b o o k s ,  numerous poem s, a r tic le s ,  and 

short s to r ie s ,  mainly in the T u rk m e n  language, becom ing o n e  o f  the 

m ost p ro m in e n t Turkmen w riters in  the country. Several o f  h is  nov ­

els w e re  tran sla ted  into R ussian  a n d  o ther languages o f  th e  Soviet 

U nion . H e  w as honored with s ta te  aw ard s  in 1948 and 1951 an d  was



9 0  •  KERW EN - SA RA Y

e lec ted  as a full m e m b e r  o f  the A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s  o f T u r k ­

m e n is ta n  in 1951.

K E R W E N -S A R A Y  ( a ls o  karavan-saray , k e r v e n - s a r a y ) .  1. A tradi­

t io n a l guesthouse o r in n  in the cities and to w n s  a lo n g  major routes 

a n d  mountain passes. T h e y  w ere often used a s  sh e lte rs  by caravans 

an d  travelers in C en tra l A s ia  and the M iddle E a s t. Kerwen-sarays  

w e re  usually built as  a  q u ad ran g u la r building w ith  sm all windows, a 

la rg e  central court, an d  s to re ro o m s in order to  p ro te c t  traders against 

su d d en  ambush from  ro b b e r  bands. 2. R uins o f  o ld  kerw en-sarays 

a n d  trading outposts in th e  territory of T u rk m e n is ta n  and other C en ­

tra l A sian republics. 3 . In  everyday  life the te rm  som etim es refers to 

a  m otel.

K H A L K  M A S L A H A T Y  ( P e o p l e ’s C o u n c il) . A c c o rd in g  to the C o n ­

s t i t u t i o n  o f T u r k m e n i s t a n  th is is the “ h ighest represen ta tive  organ 

o f  popular power” in T u rk m en is tan , which w as  d e s ig n ed  to “repre ­

s e n t all Turkm enistanis.” It consists  of the p r e s i d e n t ,  50 members o f 

th e  m e jlis  (parliam ent), 6 0  d irec tly  elected m e m b e rs  (kh a lk  vekilleri), 

th e  chairm an of the S u p re m e  C ourt, the p ro se cu to r-g e n e ra l, members 

o f  the Cabinet o f M in is te rs , h y a k im s  of w ela ya ts  a n d  A s h g a b a t city, 

a n d  som e others. T he K h a lk  M aslahaty  is e m p o w e re d  to introduce 

constitu tiona l changes, c a ll  referendum s, an d  a p p ro v e  important 

la w s . T he constitutional am endm ents approved in  A ugust 2003 de ­

c la re d  the Khalk M a s la h a ty  as the highest le g is la tiv e  body in the re ­

p u b lic  and President S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov as its c h a i r  fo r life.

K H A N .  1 . The traditional ti tle  o f  a chief o f a t r i b e  o r  a  confederation 

o f  trib es . 2. The title o f  a ru le r  (king) of a state o r  a  principality dur ­

in g  the medieval era. 3 . S o m e tim e s  the term is u s e d  as an equivalent 

o f  “ lord*' or “your h ig h n e ss ,”  usually after the f irs t  n am e.

K H A N A .  1. A building, h a ll, o r  living place. 2. A p u b l ic  building, such 

a s  a  teahouse (ch a i-kh a n a ), restauran t (a s h -k h a n a ), o r  library (kiteb- 

k h a n a ) .

K H I V A  K H A N A T E . C en tra l A sian  feudal state th a t ex is ted  between 

th e  16th and 20th c e n tu r ie s  on the territory o f  p re sen t-d ay  Turk ­
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m en istan  a n d  U z b e k is ta n . T h e  k h a n a te  was estab lish ed  in  the  16th 

century b y  a  k h a n  from the S h e y b a n i  family, after the d e f e a t  an d  d is ­

in teg ra tio n  o f  the Timurid s ta te . A t  its zenith the state c o n tro l le d  vast 

territo ries o f  contem porary C e n tra l  A sia , Persia (n o w  I r a n ) ,  and 

A f g h a n i s ta n ,  including part o f  th e  territory  populated b y  th e  T urk ­

men t r i b e s .  In the early 18th c e n tu r y  khans from the K u n g ra t  tribal 

dynasty  s e iz e d  political p o w er, b u t  th e ir successors e x h a u s te d  the 

k h an a te 's  a rm y  in a series o f  w a r s  w ith  Afghanistan, I r a n ,  an d  the 

n e ig h b o rin g  B u k h a ra  E m i r a t e .

The R u s s i a n  E m p ire  d efea ted  th e  ru ler of the K hiva K h a n a te ,  in a 

series o f  b a ttle s  in the 1860s a n d  1870s. In 1873 the k h a n a te  becam e 

a p ro tec to ra te  o f  the Russian E m p ire ,  maintaining a u to n o m y  in inter­

nal a f fa irs  b u t surrendering its fo r e ig n  policy. In 1918 J u n a i d - K h a n  

seized p o litic a l  power in K h iv a , a lth o u g h  Sayyid A b d u lla  K han  re ­

m ained a  nom inal ruler o f  the s ta te .  In 1920 Sayyid A b d u lla ,  the last 

ruler o f  th e  K hanate, was o v e r th ro w n  by local rebels su p p o r te d  by the 

Red A rm y . A  new government w a s  established that d e c la re d  the es ­

tab lish m e n t o f  the K h o rezm  P e o p l e ’s S o v ie t R e p u b lic .

K H O R A S A N  (a ls o  K h u r a s a n ,  l i t e r a l l y  th e  “ L a n d  o f  t h e  S u n ” ). 1.

The p ro v in c e  in northern I r a n  th a t  b o rders Turkm enistan. 2 .  T h e  his ­

torical r e g io n  that corresponds to  th e  territory of c o n te m p o ra ry  north ­

easte rn  I r a n , southern T u rk m e n is ta n , U zbekistan, a n d  northern  

A f g h a n i s t a n .  Medieval A rab g e o g ra p h e rs  som etim es e x te n d e d  the 

g e o g ra p h ic  term  to the north, f ro m  the A m u  D a ry a  R i v e r  w estw ard  

to the C a s p i a n  S ea  and to the m o u n ta in s  o f central A fg h a n is ta n .

K H O R E Z M . A historical region in C en tra l Asia in the lo w e r f lo w  o f  the 

A m u  D a r y a  R iv e r  in the te rr ito ry  o f  present-day T u rk m e n is ta n  and 

U z b e k i s ta n .  Khorezm was m e n tio n e d  in the ancient c h ro n ic le s  o f  the 

fourth  c e n tu ry  B.C., when the f irs t  large centralized state o f  K horezm  

was e s ta b lish e d . The independent K horezm  flourished f o r  centuries 

due to  th e  abundance of irrigation  la n d , water, and a sk illfu l w ork fo rce  

and it e n r ic h e d  itself through t r a d e  along the G re a t  S i lk  R o a d .  Be­

tw een th e  th ird  and 12th c e n tu r ie s  a .d . the K horezm shakh  dynasty  

c o n so lid a te d  its power in the re g io n  and established a p o w e rfu l state 

with its  c e n te r  in Koneurgench (G urganch). However, K h o re z m  was 

d efea ted  b y  the Mongol troops a n d  G enghis Khan o rd e red  th e  death
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o f  all the people o f  K oneurgench  and d e s tru c tio n  o f most o f 

K h o rezm 's  cities, to w n s , a n d  ancient irrigation sy s te m s . Khorezm re ­

c o v e red  to some d egree  in  th e  14th and 15th c e n tu ry , but was defeated 

b y  Tam erlane (T im ur), w h o  ordered the d e s tru c tio n  o f  Koneurgench 

a r c h i t e c tu r a l  m o n u m en ts  and took all the sk illfu l masters and 

b u ild e rs  to erect his c a p ita l ,  Sam arkand. The te r r ito ry  o f  Khorezm was 

in teg ra ted  into the K h iv a  K h a n a te  in the 16th c e n tu ry .

K H O R E Z M  P E O P L E ’S  S O V I E T  R E P U B L IC  ( K P S R ) .  This repub ­

l ic  ex isted  between A p ril 1920  and October 1924. T h e  Khorezm Peo ­

p l e ’s Soviet Republic w a s  o ffic ia lly  founded in A p ril  1920, with its 

c e n te r  in the city o f K h i v a  (now  in U z b e k is ta n ) .  It w as established 

a s  a resu lt of the re v o lu tio n  led by the K h o rezm  C om m unist Party 

w ith  assistance from  th e  R e d  Arm y. The troops le d  by  J u n a id -K h a n  

w e re  defeated and e s c a p e d  to  lead the B a s m a c h y  m o v e m e n t. The 

re p u b lic  included te r r ito r ie s  o f  present-day K a rak a lp a k is tan , Turk ­

m e n is ta n , and U zb ek is tan , w ith  a total po p u la tio n  o f  about 2.2 m il ­

l io n  people (1920 o ffic ia l e s t .) .  Between 1921 a n d  1924 the govern ­

m e n t o f  Khorezm c a rr ie d  o u t a series o f e c o n o m ic  and political 

re fo rm s . However, the c o u n t r y ’s development w a s  significantly un ­

d e rm in e d  by the m ilitary  a c tiv itie s  of the B asm ach y  m ovem ent.

T h e  KPSR was o ff ic ia lly  reorganized into the K h o re z m  Soviet So ­

c ia l is t  Republic (K SSR ) in  O c to b e r 1923, but w a s  ab o lish ed  in O cto ­

b e r  1924 due to the b o r d e r  d e lim ita tio n  in  1 9 2 4 —1 9 2 6  in Central 

A s ia ,  w hen it was d iv id ed  in to  Central Asian S o v ie t  Republics. The 

w e s te rn  districts o f th e  K PSR /K SSR  ( I l 'ia l in s k , K o n e u rg e n c h . 

P o rs in , Takhtin), p o p u la ted  m ain ly  by the T u r k m e n s ,  were trans­

f e r re d  to the T u rk m e n  S o v i e t  S o c ia lis t R e p u b l ic .

K I A R I Z .  (a lso  k a r i z ) .  T ra d itio n a l underground w a te r  supp ly  system, 

b u i l t  to  send water to th e  c itie s  o r towns or to th e  irrigated  fields. 

S in c e  ancient times k ia r iz g e n  (m asters of k ia riz ) h a v e  built systems 

o f  d ee p  shafts and co n n e c te d  them  with narrow tu n n e ls .

K I A T  K H A N  (1 7 5 4 7 -1 8 4 3 ). T urkm en  politician a n d  in fluential tribal 

le a d e r  o f  powerful Y om ud t r i b e s .  Bom in A strab ad  p ro v in ce  ( I ra n ) ,  

K ia t  K han led several T u r k m e n  campaigns ag a in st th e  Persian (Iran ­

ia n )  rulers. He first c o n ta c te d  the R ussian  E m p i r e  authorities in
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1813 a n d  p lay ed  an im portant ro le  in the R u ss ian -Iran ian -C en tra l 

Asian re la t io n s  in the first h a lf  o f  th e  19th century, b e c o m in g  one of 

the key  R u ss ia n  allies in the T u rk m e n  land. He was a lso  a n  en tre p re ­

neur an d  h a d  interests in t r a d e  b e tw e e n  Turkmens and v a r io u s  C en ­

tral A s ian  trad in g  houses w ith R u s s i a  and  Iran. In 1840s th e  R ussian 

au th o ritie s  doub ted  his politica l lo y a lty  and he was a r re s te d  and  died 

in p riso n  in  T bilisi.

K IY A SE . A  trad itional bowl m ad e  o f  porcelain , clay, o r  w o o d ,  used in 

T u r k m e n is ta n  to serve the n a tio n a l  food or drink, e s p e c ia l ly  ho t tea. 

It is a lso  p o p u la r  in other parts o f  C en tra l Asia.

K O K A N D  K H A N A T E . A C en tra l A s ia n  feudal state in th e  Ferghana 

Valley. U n til  the 18th century it w a s  a  small principality  in  the  east ­

ern p a rt o f  the B u k h a ra  E m i r a t e  (a lso  called B ukhara  K h a n a te ) .  In 

1710 S h o u k ru k h  Beg of the U z b e k  tribal dynasty M ing s e c e d e d  from 

B uk h ara  an d  established the c i ty  o f  Kokand as the c a p ita l  o f  the 

K h an a te . T h e  Kokand ru lers g ra d u a lly  captured K h o je n t ,  O sh, 

T ash k e n t, an d  som e other c itie s . B e tw een  the second h a l f  o f  the 18th 

cen tu ry  a n d  the beginning o f  th e  19th century K okand c o lo n iz e d  al ­

m ost a ll th e  territories o f what is  n o w  Kyrgyzstan and p a r ts  o f  T a j ik ­

i s ta n  a n d  U z b e k is ta n . The la s t  ru le r  o f  Kokand, K h u d o y a r  Khan 

(1 8 4 5 -1 8 7 5 ) ,  exhausted his a rm y  in continuing w ars w ith  h is b eg s , 

the B u k h a ra  Emirate, and the  re b e llio u s  Kyrgyz trib e s  d u rin g  the 

p o p u la r u p ris in g  o f 1873-1876.

T h e  R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  d e fea ted  th e  Kokand Khanate in  a  series of 

battles in  th e  1860s and 1870s a n d  conquered  its territo ry  in 1876. On 

F eb ru a ry  19, 1876. the K okand K h a n a te  was abolished d u e  to  its in ­

ternal tu rb u le n c e  and the in ab ility  o f  the last k h a n  o f  K o k a n d  to  sta ­

b ilize th e  K hanate. Its territory w a s  divided between se v e ra l  o b la s ts  

o f the T t i r k i s t a n  G overnor-G eneralsh ip , and later d u rin g  th e  b o r d e r  

d e l i m i t a t i o n  in  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6  b e tw e e n  Kyrgyzstan, T a jik is ta n , and 

U z b e k is ta n .

K O L K H O Z  ( p lu r a l  in R u s s ia n  k o l k h o z y ) .  This word d e r iv e s  from  the 

R ussian  acronym  kollektivnoye k h o z y a is h o ,  or “co llective fa rm ."  l i e  

k o lk h o ze s  w ere established a c ro ss  the Union of Soviet S o c ia  

pub lics (U S S R ) in the late 1920s. T h e y  were introduced in C e n
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to  rep lace subsistence a n d  sem ipastoral fan n in g  a n d  w ere supposed to 

b o o st a g r ic u ltu ra l  p ro d u c tio n . In T urkm enistan , the collectivization 

cam paign  coincided w ith  the sedentarization cam p a ig n . Both cam ­

p a ig n s  were im plem en ted  forcib ly  and were c o m p le te d  between 1928 

an d  1937, as up to 98 p e rc e n t  o f  arable land an d  p as tu re s  (with the ex ­

cep tio n  o f small plots o f  la n d  fo r private g ard en in g ) w ere taken over by 

th e  collective farm s. N o t on ly  did the Soviet au th o rities  confiscate 

p ropertie s  of wealthy b a i s .b e g s , and k h a n s , but th e y  also  arrested, ex ­

e c u te d , and exiled them  to  S iberia , K a z a k h s ta n ,  a n d  o ther parts o f the 

S o v ie t Union. M any T u r k m e n s ,  especially w e a lth y  farm ers, resisted 

th e  collectivization. A c c o rd in g  to various e s tim a te s , between 80.000 

a n d  100,000, possibly a s  m an y  as 200,000, T u rk m e n  escaped from 

fo rcefu l collectivization a n d  confiscation o f th e ir  p roperties to neigh ­

b o rin g  A fg h a n is ta n  a n d  I r a n .  In 1940 th ere  w ere about 1.500 

k o lk h o z e s , which were c o n so lid a ted  into about 3 3 0  by  1975.

In theory, the k o lk h o z e s  w ere  independent a n d  vo lun tary  associa ­

t io n s  o f  the farmers; in p ra c tic e , however, they  w e re  under central ­

iz e d  state control until th e  1990s. Since 1992 th e  Turkm enistan! g o v ­

e r n m e n t  has been a t te m p tin g  to gradually re fo rm  its agricultural 

s e c to r , but retained s o m e  fea tu res  of the c e n tra liz e d  control over 

fa rm e rs ’ activities. A c c o rd in g  to the Presidential D e c re e  on Reform ­

in g  Collective Farm s, S ta te  F arm s and other A g ric u ltu ra l Enterprises 

in  Turkm enistan (M arch  1994); the Law on F a rm e rs  Associations 

(J u n e  1995); and the L a w  o n  Private Farm ing, m o s t  o f  the kolkhozes 

in  Turkm enistan were re o rg a n iz e d  into com m ercia l agricultural asso ­

c ia tio n s . See also S O V K H O Z .

K O M S O M O L  (K o m m u n is t ic h e s k i i  Soyuz M o lo d e zJ ii) .  T he Com mu­

n is t  U nion  of Youth o f  T u rk m en is tan  (1 9 1 8 -1 9 9 2 ) w as established 

a n d  functioned as a re p u b lic  branch  of the A ll-U n io n  Kom som ol o r ­

g a n iz a tio n  and a youth w in g  o f  the C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T u rk m e n  

S S R .  T he Komsomol w a s  a  pow erful ideological in strum en t in the 

S o v ie t  political system a n d  an  important source o f  recru itm en t to the 

r a n k s  o f  the Communist P a r ty . Young people jo in e d  th e  Komsomol at 

th e  ag e  o f  14 and were e x p e c te d  to leave it at the a g e  o f  28.

T h e  representatives o f  th e  Com munist Y outh b ran ch es began 

w o rk in g  toward the c rea tio n  o f  the Lenin C o m m u n is t U nion  of Youth 

o f  T u r k m e n  Soviet S o c ia l i s t  R e p u b lic  (Turkmen S S R ) after the ere-
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ation o f  th e  Turkm en SSR in 1 9 2 4 . T h ey  held their f irs t c o n g re s s  in 

M arch 1 9 2 5 . Gradually, the K o m s o m o l  became one o f  th e  la rg e s t o f ­

ficially a p p ro v e d  political o rg a n iz a t io n s  in the rep u b lic  d u r in g  the 

Soviet e r a .  Its mem bership g re w  fro m  about 5,600 in 1 9 2 5  to  about

68,000 in  1941 and to about 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  m em bers in 1991, w i th  ce lls  in 

all p u b lic  o rganizations in ev ery  d is t r ic t  and province o f  th e  rep u b lic , 

includ ing  a ll e d u c a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s , universities, p o l i c e ,  an d  m in ­

istries. T h e  Kom som ol o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  controlled s e v e ra l  popu lar 

youth m a s s  m e d ia  outlets p u b lis h e d  both in Russian a n d  T t ir k m e n  

l a n g u a g e s ,  h ad  its own train ing  in s t i tu te  and recreational c e n te r s ,  and 

m anaged  th e  param ilitary-style tra in in g  o f  high school c h i ld re n .  A f ­

ter 1992 th e  Komsomol d ro p p e d  its com m unist id e o lo g y , w as re ­

nam ed th e  Y outh M ovement, a n d  re ta in ed  some a ss is ta n c e  from  the 

g o v e r n m e n t  and state in s titu tio n s . However, its fo rm e r p o w e r  and 

in fluence d ec lin ed  significantly.

K O N E U R G E N C H  (a lso  G u r g a n c h ,  G u rg a n j, K u n y a - U r g e n c h ,  K u -  

n ia - U r g e n c h ,  K u n a -U rg e n c h ) .  T h e  ancient capital o f  K h o r e z m ,  one

o f the la rg e s t  cities in Central A s ia  before the M ongol in v a s io n . It is 

situated  in  w ha t is now D a s h o g u z  w e la y a t  of T u rk m en istan . T h e  ear ­

liest re fe re n c e s  to the city date  to  th e  sixth century b .c . It p la y e d  an 

im p o rtan t ro le  on the G r e a t  S i l k  R o a d .  Its economy an d  w e a lth  were 

based o n  th e  skills of c ra ftsm en  an d  merchants w ho t ra d e d  from 

C h in a  to  P ers ia  (contem porary I r a n )  and Europe. In th e  e ig h th  cen ­

tury th e  A ra b s  reached the w a lls  o f  the city and d e fe a te d  th e  local 

ruler, m a k in g  the city a center o f  th e  province. The city w a s  d estro y ed  

by the  M o n g o ls  in the 13th c e n tu ry , but revived in the 1 3 th  an d  14th 

c e n tu r ie s . In 1388 it was s to rm ed  b y  Tam erlane (T im ur), w h o  ordered  

the d e s tru c tio n  o f  its m agnificen t a r c h it e c t u r a l  m o n u m e n ts  and  en ­

slaved  its  fam ous craftsmen an d  b u ild e rs . In the 15th c e n tu ry  an e n ­

v i r o n m e n t a l  disaster underm in ed  its economy, as the A m u  D a r v a  

R i v e r  c h a n g e d  its flow. The c i ty  w as gradually a b a n d o n e d  and the 

area a ro u n d  it became a desert, a lth o u g h  several a ttem p ts  w e re  m ade 

to re v iv e  its  economy.

T he ru in s  o f  the ancient city w e re  excavated by R ussian  a n d  Turk ­

m en istan  archeologists in the 1940  an d  1950s. At its zenith b e tw e en  the 

10th a n d  12th centuries it hosted n u m erous monumental m o sq u e s  and 

m e d r e s e s , magnificent palaces, k e r w e n - s a r a v ' s ,  and ad m in is tra tiv e
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buildings. Several e x a m p le s  o f the ancient K oneurgench arch itecture 

surv ived, includ ing  T u rab eg  Khanum M a u so le u m , Sultan T ekkesh  

M ausoleum , the to m b  o f  Nadj-ad-din K u b ra  (14 th  century), the 6 2 - 

m eter Kutlug T im u  M in a re t (the tallest in C e n tra l Asia), A1 A rslan  

M ausoleum , T ash k a la  K erw en -S a ra y , and s o m e  others.

K O S H C H I  ( r e a d  “ k o s h - c h i ” ) . A union o r  le a g u e  o f  poor fa rm ers , 

w hich  was e s ta b lish e d  a s  a cooperative m o v e m e n t in 1921. It p layed  

an  im portant role in th e  Sovietization o f  T u rk m e n  o b a s  (villages) and  

in w ater and land re fo rm s  in the 1920s. T h e  m e m b e rs  of the ko sh ch i 

supervised the e x p ro p r ia tio n  o f surplus lan d  fro m  rich landlords— 

b a is  and k h a n s — a n d  th e  lan d ’s distribution a m o n g  the poorest m em ­

bers  o f local c o m m u n itie s . By m id-1925 th e  K o sc h i  included about 

32 ,600  members a n d  in  the second half o f  th e  1920s it contributed 

significantly to the c o l l e c t i v i z a t io n  cam p a ig n  an d  establishm ent o f  

k o lk h o ze s . The u n io n  w a s  voluntarily d isb a n d e d  in the early 1930s.

K U L I E V ,  A V D Y  ( 1 9 3 6 — ). Turkm en po litic ian  a n d  diplom at. Born in 

A s h g a b a t ,  Avdy K u lie v  graduated from th e  F a c u lty  o f Philology 

(R u ss ian  Language) o f  th e  T u r k m e n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in 1960 and 

fro m  the D iplom atic A c a d e m y  under the M in is t ry  o f  Foreign A f ­

fa irs  o f  the USSR (M o s c o w , R u s s ia )  in 1976. H e  started  his career 

a s  a  research fellow  a t th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  o f  T u r k m e n is t a n  

in  1960. In 1965 he jo in e d  the Institute o f  A s ia  an d  Africa o f the 

A cad em y  of Sciences o f  th e  U SSR. In 1968 h e  m o v e d  to the Yemen 

A ra b  Republic as a h e a d  o f  section in the S o v ie t  C u ltu ra l M ission. 

F ro m  1970 to 1990 he  h e ld  various positions w i th in  the  Soviet M in ­

is try  fo r Foreign A ffa irs . In  1990 he returned  to  T urkm enistan  and 

w a s  appointed m in is te r f o r  fo reign affairs. In 1 9 9 2  K uliev  resigned 

fro m  his position and m o v e d  to  M oscow, w h e re  h e  jo in e d  the T urk ­

m e n  political o p p o s itio n , b eco m in g  one o f the  m o s t  prom inent fig ­

u re s  am ong the T u rk m en  o p p o sitio n  in ex ile. In 1 9 9 8  he returned to 

A sh g a b a t, but was a r re s te d .  L ater he was re le a se d  an d  sent back to 

M o sco w .

K uliev  played a cen tra l ro le  in forming the T u rk m e n is ta n ’s foreign 

p o lic y  during the first d a y s  o f  independence. S in c e  h is  resignation he 

h a s  becom e one o f the m o s t  vocal critics o f the re g im e  in Ashgabat. 

In  1992 he founded and led  th e  Turkm enistan F o u n d a tio n  and in 1999
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he estab lish ed  the Free T u rk m e n is ta n  pub lication. K u lie v  a u th o re d  

several b o o k s  and  other p u b lic a tio n s .

K U N I A - U R G E N C H . See K O N E U R G E N C H .

-  L -

L E B A P  W E L A Y A T  ( fo r m e r ly  C h a r j o u  o r  C h a r g e w  o b l a s t ) . T h e  th ird 

most p o p u lo u s  w elaya t in T u r k m e n i s t a n ,  located in the so u th e a s te rn  

part o f  th e  country , bordered by U z b e k i s t a n  in the east, A f g h a n i s t a n  

in the s o u th , M a r y  w elayat in the so u th w es t, D a s h o g u z  w e l a y a t  in the 

northw est, and  A k h a l  w elayat in th e  w est. Lebap w elaya t w a s  initially  

form ed a s  an  oblast in the 1930s. I t  cons ists  of 13 d istric ts . L e b a p  w e ­

layat has a  to tal area of about 9 3 ,8 0 0  square kilometers (3 6 ,0 0 0  square 

miles) a n d  is  the second largest w e la y a t  o f  the republic, w i th  o v er 19 

percent o f  its territory. Its p o p u l a t i o n  stood at about 1 ,0 4 0 ,0 0 0  (2004, 

est.), o r  a b o u t 17 percent o f the c o u n try 's  population, u p  f ro m  about

665,000 (1 9 8 5 , est.). It is one o f  th e  d riest welayats in the  re p u b lic , as 

nearly 9 0  p ercen t of its territory is desert. Its population is  h e te ro g e ­

neous in te rm s  o f ethnic co m p o s itio n . The T urkm ens a c c o u n t for SO 

percent, a n d  Lebap is the hom e o l  th e  largest Uzbek co m m u n ity . O th ­

ers in c lu d e  Russians, Turks, and  K a zak h s .

L eb ap  w e la y a t  is one o f the m o s t im portant a g r ic u l t u r a l  prov  inces 

in the c o u n try , producing c o t t o n ,  g ra in s , silk, fruits an d  v eg e tab les , 

and la rg e  vo lum es of k a r a k u l  (a s tra k h a n  fur) wool. A g r ic u ltu ie ,  light 

i n d u s t r y ,  petrochem icals, and m i n i n g  are the main s e c to r s  of its 

e c o n o m y .  D uring  the Soviet e ra  th e  w elaya t received c o n s id e ra b le  in ­

v e s tm en ts  fo r building p e tro ch em ica l, light, and fo o d -p ro cess in g  in ­

d u s trie s . It hosts one of the la rg es t g a s  and oil fields in th e  rep u b lic .

In th e  1990s the welayat a ttra c ted  substantial investm ents in its in­

dustries a n d  attracted a sizeable sh a re  o f  the Foreign D irect Investm ents 

(FD Is) a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  subsidies. T h e  government also in v es ted  in the 

co n stru c tio n  o f  several short-range pipelines, co tton-processing  plant, 

and c o m p le ted  some other p ro jec ts . Yet. according to  th e  United 

N ations Development Program  (U N D P ), a significant p o rtio n  of its 

p o p u la tio n , especially in rural a re a s ,  lived below the p o v e rty  line and 

struggled to  find jobs and b usiness opportunities.



9 8  •  LIBRA RIES

T he welayat has m a n y  t o u r i s t  attractions. Im p o rta n t historical and  

to u ris t sites include th e  ru in s  o f medieval A m u l c ity , the ruins o f an ­

c ien t Diyarbakir c ity , th e  ru ins of the A s ta n a  B aba a r c h it e c t u r a l  

co m p lex , the ruins o f  m e d ie v a l Khazerek D e p e  fo r tre ss , the so-called 

P la teau  of D inosaurs, a n d  som e others.

L I B R A R I E S .  A ncient h is to r ia n s  reported th a t g re a t  book collections 

ex is ted  in the large m e d ie v a l cities, such as  M e r v ,  K o n e u r g e n c h .  

an d  others. M any o f  th o s e  collections were d e s tro y e d  by the M ongols 

in  the 13th century o r  v a n is h e d  during n u m ero u s  w ars  and calam ities. 

In  the post-M ongol e r a  so m e  k h a n s  and p o w e rfu l feudal lords co l ­

lec ted  manuscripts an d  c re a te d  relatively la rg e  lib ra rie s , but most o f  

th em  were lost during  th e  num erous wars an d  c a la m itie s .

T he first modern p u b lic  libraries opened in A s h g a b a t  and K ras- 

n o v o d sk  in the 1880s, a lth o u g h  private and  p u b lic  collections o f  

b o o k s  also existed at m e d r e s e s ,  m ekdeps, an d  in  th e  private posses ­

s io n  o f  wealthy feudal lo rd s  and khans. By 1917  th e re  were several 

p u b lic  libraries in T u rk m e n is ta n , mainly in large  c i t ie s  and towns. A f ­

t e r  the establishment o f  th e  T u r k m e n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic  in 

1924 , the Turkmen g o v e r n m e n t  adopted a p ro g ra m  o f  cultural revo ­

lu tio n . An important p a r t o f  the program was th e  l i q u id a t i o n  o f  i l l i t ­

e r a c y  and developm ent o f  m ass e d u c a t io n ,  an d  o p e n in g  of small li­

b ra r ie s  in every city an d  to w n  and K yzyl-Yurts  (m o b ile  libraries) in 

e v e ry  village (o b a ). D u r in g  the 1920s several d o z e n  libraries and 

K yzy l-Y u rts  were opened  in  all parts of the re p u b lic . A nother signifi ­

c a n t  development cam e in the  1930s, as the m a jo r  Soviet libraries 

f ro m  different parts o f  th e  U SSR  donated th o u s a n d s  o f  books. The 

n u m b e r  o f city and d is tr ic t  libraries grew from  19 in 1924 to about 

5 5 7  in 1946. The C h ild re n 's  Library was o p e n e d  in 1935 and the 

C e n tra l Academic L ib rary  w a s  opened in 1941 (b o th  in Ashgabat). In 

1 9 2 6  the first cen tralized  sy s tem  o f library c o lle c tio n  developm ent 

w a s  established in the re p u b lic . It became re sp o n s ib le  fo r planning 

lib ra ry  expansions and b o o k  acquisitions.

In  the post-W orld W ar II e ra , libraries in T u rk m e n is ta n  underwent 

m a jo r  expansions. T here w a s  established a h ie ra rc h ic  system  of the 

lib ra rie s : central, oblast, c i ty , and  district libraries. In  add ition  around

2 ,0 0 0  sm all libraries w ere  o p en e d  at every school o r  tertiary  educa­

t io n  center. The num ber o f  lib ra rie s  grew to 1,600 (1 9 8 9 )  w ith a total
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book a n d  se r ia l co llection o f  a b o u t  16.5 million. M ost o f  th e  lib raries 

were o p e n  to  the public for f r e e ,  w ith  the limited e x c e p tio n  o f  spe ­

c ialized  l ib ra r ie s . The N ational L ib ra ry , the largest lib ra ry  in  the re ­

public, o v e r s e e s  about five m ill io n  books and 9 0 0 ,0 0 0  perio d ica l 

p u b lica tio n s . It possesses a c o l le c t io n  o f  rare and sp e c ia liz e d  books, 

w hich is  o p e n  fo r scholars and  s tu d e n ts .  However, as o f  2 0 0 4  it was 

unable to  in troduce a c o m p u te r iz e d  cataloguing sy s te m  d u e  to a 

shortage o f  funds and spec ia lis ts .

In th e  1990s the governm ent s ig n ifican tly  cut the s p e n d in g  on  li­

b raries, a n d  the library system  in th e  republic experienced  a  s te e p  de ­

cline. S in c e  1991 several in te rn a tio n a l organizations, th e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  a n d  international c h a r ita b le  foundations have b e e n  p ro v id in g  

som e a s s is ta n c e  to the public a n d  especially  university  l ib ra rie s  by 

o ffering  tech n ica l assistance a n d  donating books a n d  co m p u te r 

e q u ip m e n t.

L I Q U I D A T I O N  O F  I L L I T E R A C Y . A mass cam paign la u n c h e d  by 

the S o v ie t authorities in T u rk m e n is ta n  in the 1920s and  193 0 s. The 

cam p a ig n  ra ised  the literacy r a te  from  about 4 p e rc e n t  am ong 

the T u r k m e n s  in 1926 to 80 to  9 0  percent by the la te  193 0 s. The 

T u rk m en is tan ! g o v e r n m e n t  p a id  p a r tic u la r  attention to b u ild in g  new 

schools in  all areas of the re p u b lic . T h e  number o f p r im a ry  an d  m id ­

dle s c h o o ls  increased from 58 in 1915 to 170 in 1925 a n d  to  1,500 in 

1941. S m a ll  schools and lite racy  g ro u p s  were estab lished  in  all cities 

and to w n s  o f  the republic. T h e  “ liqu ida tion  of illite racy ”  cam p a ig n  

was c o m b in e d  with social in i tia t iv e s  and adm inistrative co m m an d  

ac tio n s. T h e s e  targeted social, p o li t ic a l ,  and som etim es d ire c t iv e  ini ­

tia tives f o r  the e d u c a t io n  o f w o m e n ,  w ho traditionally re m a in e d  out ­

side o f  th e  educational system .

By 1 9 3 9  the government a n n o u n c e d  that the m ajor o b je c t iv e s  o f 

the c a m p a ig n  had been ach iev ed  a s  the overall literacy h a d  reached 

77 p e rc e n t  (83 percent am ong m a le  and  72 percent a m o n g  fem ales). 

In 1959 Turkm enistan in tro d u ced  a  com pulsory e ig h t-y e a r  ed u ca ­

tional s y s te m  and officially re a c h e d  the educational level o f  9 9 .7  per ­

cent in  1 9 7 0 . The literacy rate d e c re a s e d  slightly in the 1 9 9 0 s , due to 

tra n s itio n a l changes in the e d u c a tio n a l system and the d e c lin e  in ed ­

u ca tio n a l spending . According to  th e  official reports the li te ra c y  rate 

stood a t a b o u t 98 percent in 2 0 0 4 . S e e  a lso  L IB R A R IES.
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M A G T Y M G U L Y  ( a l s o  M a k h tu m k u l i ,  M ali tu rn  Q u l i , M agtim  G uli; 

p e n  n a m eP yragy  o r  F r a g i ) ( 1 7 3 3 7 - 1 7 8 2 ? ) .  M o st respected and most 

p rom inen t Turkmen p o e t an d  writer, and one o f  th e  founders of m od ­

e m  T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e ,  literatu re , and poetry . B o rn  in the village o f 

H adji Govman in P ersia  (p resen t-day  I r a n ) .  M a g ty m g u ly  received his 

e d u c a t io n  from the Id r is  B aba M edrese  and  K o k e lta sh  M edrese  in 

B u k h a r a  and Shirgazi K h a n  M edreses  in the K h i v a  K h a n a t e .  Some 

sch o lars  believe that d u r in g  these years he le a rn e d  about S u fism  and 

jo in e d  one of Sufi b ro th e rh o o d s . Probably, at th e  ag e  o f  20 he began 

w ritin g  his poems. M a n y  o f  them  are devoted to  h is  people and ideals 

o f  the human being. H e a ls o  describes the d e v a s ta tin g  effects of tragic 

so c ia l and political e v e n ts ,  such  as wars and c o n f lic ts ,  on the lives o f 

o rd in ary  people. He co u ra g e o u s ly  experim ented w ith  new forms o f 

p o e try  and widely used  th e  sim ple language o f  o rd in a ry  T u r k m e n s . 

M agtym guly 's  w riting s ig n ifican tly  affected th e  developm ent o f the 

T u rk m en  language and lite ra tu re  o f  his time. M a n y  o f  his poems be­

c a m e  popular songs an d  w ere  widely know n a m o n g  Turkmens. In 

so m e  o f  his numerous w o rk s  he talks about so c ia l in justice and igno ­

ra n c e . M any of his lines a re  also  devoted to the  lo v e  o f  w o m e n  and 

lo v e  o f  his country. H e tra v e le d  widely in w hat w a s  the Bukhara Emi­

ra te  and Khiva K hanate, A f g h a n i s t a n .  Persia, a n d  som e other coun ­

t r ie s ,  and his poetry w as w e ll  know n in A fg h an istan , Iran , Turkey, and 

o th e r  part of Central and  S o u th  Asia. Much o f  h is  p erso n al collection 

o f  m anuscripts was lost d u r in g  his travels. In fa c t, m an y  o f  his verses 

w e re  only preserved by th e  Turkm en bagshy.

Several Russian, S o v ie t,  and  Turkmen o r ie n ta lis ts  studied M ag ­

ty m g u ly ’s creative w o rk s  an d  meticulously c o lle c te d  his writings 

f ro m  various sources. T h e  m o st com plete c o llec tio n  o f  his works was 

p u b lish ed  in the 1990s in A s h g a b a t .  In the c itie s  a n d  tow ns of Turk ­

m en is tan  many streets a n d  sch o o ls  are nam ed a f te r  h im . The highest 

a n d  m ost prestigious li te ra tu re  and poetry aw a rd  in the country is 

n a m e d  the M agtym guly A w ard .

iM A H A L L A . See M IY A H E L L E .

M A H T U M  Q U L I .  See M A G T Y M G U L Y .
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M A K H T U M K U L I . See M A G T Y M G U L Y .

M A L L E S O N , S I R  W I L F R E D  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 4 6 ) .  British m i li ta ry  and  in ­

te lligence o ff ic ia l. Wilfred M a lle so n  jo in e d  the British R o y a l artillery  

in 1886, a n d  w as transferred to  In d ia  in 1904. He spent m o s t  o f  his 

career in In d ia , I r a n . A f g h a n i s t a n ,  and East A frica. H e  acco m ­

plished s e v e ra l  missions to K a b u l, H e ra t, Khartoum, an d  m a n y  o ther 

cities. D u r in g  W orld War I (1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 )  he held v a rio u s  positio n s 

such as In s p e c to r  General o f C o m m u n ica tio n s  in B ritish E a s t  A frica, 

c o m m a n d e r o f  the infantry b r ig a d e  o f  the East African E x p e d itio n a ry  

force, m e m b e r  o f  the special m is s io n  to Belgian C ongo , e tc .

M a lle so n  w as entrusted to lead  th e  B ritish M ilitary M is s io n  in Z a -  

c a s p ia n  O b l a s t ,  as one o f the m o s t  experienced B ritish o ff ic e rs . In 

1918, fo r  th e  first time in m o d em  h is to ry , British troops e n te r e d  Turk- 

istan, w h ic h  had  traditionally b e e n  designated as an a rea  o f  R ussian 

in flu en ce . T h e  British M ission in  T u rk is tan  played a key  ro le  in pro ­

viding m ili ta ry , financial, and lo g is tic  support to and o rg a n iz in g  o f 

various an ti-B o lshev ik  groups in C e n tra l Asia, including B a s m a c h y  

figh ters le d  by J u n a id - K h a n .  in to  th e  viable united f ro n t.  T h e  m is ­

sion a lso  a ttem pted  to estab lish  a  B ritish  protectorate o v e r  the Za- 

casp ian  o b la s t  and to im pose a B r i t is h  control over the K ra sn o v o d sk  

(now  T b r k m e n b a s h y )  seaport a n d  oil-rich fields a ro u n d  th e  city. 

H o w ev er, th e  M alleson-led m is s io n  co u ld  not overcom e th e  d e e p  dis ­

trust o f  th e  R ussian pro-Tsarist t ro o p s  and native figh ters n o r  w as he 

able to  re so lv e  differences an d  riv a lr ie s  within the an ti-B o lsh e v ik  

cam p. In  1919 the Red A rm y la u n c h e d  a successful o f fe n s iv e  cam ­

paign in  T u rk istan  and rapidly a d v a n c e d  on several f ro n ts  in the re ­

g ion. B r i t is h  troops under M a lle so n  w ere forced to e v a c u a te  from  the 

Z a c a sp ia n  o b la s t  in 1919.

M A M E D G E L D I E V ,  A G A G E L D Y .  S ee  M A M E D G E L D IY E V . 

A G A G E L D Y .

M A M E D G E L D I Y E V ,  A G A G E L D Y  ( 1 9 4 6 -  ). T urkm en  politic ian  

and m ili ta ry  official. Bom in Y a lav ach  village in A k h a l  w e la y a t.  

A u a g e ld y  M am edgeldiyev re c e iv e d  the degree o f m ili ta ry  doctor 

from  th e  S ara to v  Medical In s titu te  ( R u s s ia ) .  From 1970 to  1974 he 

w orked  a t various positions at th e  T urkistan  (Central A s ia n )  M U gM j
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M A G T Y M G U L Y  ( a l s o  M a k h tu m k u l i , M a h tu m  Q u l i , Magtirn G u li; 

p e n  n a m e Pyragy  o r  F r a g i )  ( 1 7 3 3 ? —1 7 8 2 ? ) . M o s t respected  and most 

p rom inen t Turkm en p o e t  an d  writer, and one o f  th e  founders of m od ­

e rn  T tir k m e n  l a n g u a g e ,  lite ra tu re , and poetry . B o m  in the village o f 

H ad ji Govman in P e rs ia  (p resen t-day  I r a n ) ,  M ag ty m g u ly  received his 

e d u c a t io n  from the Id r is  B aba M edrese  and  K o k e lta sh  M edrese  in 

B u k h a r a  and Shirgazi K h a n  M edreses  in the K h i v a  K h a n a te . Some 

sch o la rs  believe that d u r in g  these years he le a rn e d  about S u fism  and 

jo in e d  one of Sufi b ro th e rh o o d s . Probably, at th e  ag e  o f  20 he began 

w ritin g  his poems. M a n y  o f  them  are devoted to  h is  people and ideals 

o f  the human being. H e  a ls o  describes the d e v a s ta tin g  effects of tragic 

so c ia l and political e v e n ts ,  such  as wars and c o n f lic ts ,  on the lives o f  

o rd in ary  people. He co u ra g e o u s ly  experim ented w ith  new forms o f 

p o e try  and widely u sed  th e  sim ple language o f  o rd in a ry  T u r k m e n s . 

M agtym guly ’s w riting s ig n ifican tly  affected th e  developm ent of the 

T u rk m en  language and  lite ra tu re  o f his tim e. M a n y  o f  his poems be ­

c a m e  popular songs a n d  w ere  widely know n a m o n g  Turkmens. In 

so m e  o f  his numerous w o rk s  he talks about so c ia l in justice and igno ­

ra n c e . M any of his lin es  a re  a lso  devoted to the  lo v e  o f  w o m e n  and 

lo v e  o f  his country. H e tra v e le d  widely in what w a s  the  Bukhara Em i­

ra te  and Khiva K hanate , A f g h a n i s t a n .  Persia, a n d  som e other coun ­

t r ie s ,  and his poetry w as w e ll  known in A fg h an istan , Iran . Turkey, and 

o th e r  part of Central an d  S o u th  Asia. Much o f  h is  p erso n al collection 

o f  m anuscripts was lost d u r in g  his travels. In fa c t, m an y  o f  his verses 

w e re  only preserved by  th e  Turkm en bagshy.

Several Russian, S o v ie t ,  and  Turkmen o r ie n ta lis ts  studied M ag ­

ty m g u ly ’s creative w o rk s  an d  meticulously c o lle c te d  his writings 

f ro m  various sources. T h e  m o s t complete c o llec tio n  o f  his works was 

p u b lish ed  in the 1990s in A s h g a b a t .  In the c itie s  a n d  tow ns of Turk ­

m en is tan  many streets a n d  sch o o ls  are named a f te r  h im . The highest 

a n d  m ost prestigious li te ra tu re  and poetry aw a rd  in  the country is 

n a m e d  the M agtym guly A w a rd .

M A H A L L A .  See  M IY A H E L L E .

M A H T U M  Q U L I .  See M A G T Y M G U L Y .
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M A K H T U M K U L I. See M A G T Y M G U L Y .

M A L L E S O N , S I R  W IL F R E D  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 4 6 ) .  British m i li ta ry  a n d  in ­

telligence o ff ic ia l . Wilfred M a lleso n  jo in e d  the British R o y a l a r tille ry  

in 1886, a n d  w as transferred to  In d ia  in 1904. He spent m o s t  o f  his 

career in In d ia ,  I r a n .  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  and East A frica. H e  a c c o m ­

plished se v e ra l  m issions to K a b u l, H e ra t ,  Khartoum, and m a n y  o th e r 

cities. D u r in g  W orld War I (1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 )  he held v ario u s  p o s itio n s  

such as In s p e c to r  General o f  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  in B ritish E a s t  A frica , 

co m m an d e r o f  the infantry b rig ad e  o f  the  East African E x p e d itio n a ry  

force, m e m b e r  o f  the special m is s io n  to  Belgian C ongo , e tc .

M alleso n  w as entrusted to lead  th e  B ritish  M ilitary M is s io n  in Z a -  

c a s p ia n  O b l a s t ,  as one o f the m o s t  experienced B ritish o f f ic e r s .  In 

1918, fo r  th e  first time in m odern h is to ry , British troops e n te r e d  T urk- 

istan, w h ic h  had  traditionally b e e n  desig n ated  as an area  o f  R u ssian  

in fluence. T h e  British M ission in T u rk is ta n  played a key  ro le  in p ro ­

viding m ili ta ry , financial, and lo g is tic  support to and o rg a n iz in g  o f 

various an ti-B o lsh ev ik  groups in C e n tra l  Asia, including B a s m a c h y  

fighters le d  by  J u n a id - K h a n ,  in to  th e  viable united f ro n t. T h e  m is ­

sion a lso  a ttem p ted  to establish a  B ritish  protectorate o v e r  th e  Za- 

caspian o b la s t  and to impose a B r i t is h  control over the K ra sn o v o d sk  

(now T u r k m e n b a s h y )  seaport a n d  o il-rich  fields a ro u n d  th e  city. 

H ow ever, th e  M alleson-led m iss io n  co u ld  not overcom e th e  d e e p  d is ­

trust o f  th e  R ussian  pro-Tsarist t ro o p s  and native fighters n o r  w as he 

able to  re s o lv e  differences and  r iv a lr ie s  within the a n ti-B o lsh e v ik  

cam p. In 1919  the Red Army la u n c h e d  a successful o f fe n s iv e  c a m ­

paign in T u rk is tan  and rapidly a d v a n c e d  on several fro n ts  in  the re ­

g ion . B r i t is h  troops under M alleso n  w ere  forced to e v a c u a te  fro m  the 

Z ac asp ian  o b la s t  in 1919.

M A M E D G E L D I E V ,  A G A G E L D Y .  S ee  M A M E D G E L D IY E V , 

A G A G E L D Y .

M A M E D G E L D I Y E V ,  A G A G E L D Y  ( 1 9 4 6 -  ). T urkm en p o litic ian  

and m ili ta ry  official. Bom in Y a lav ach  village in A k h a l  w e la y a t .  

A n a a e ld y  M am edgeldiyev re c e iv e d  the degree o f m ili ta ry  d octo r 

frorn th e  S ara to v  Medical In s titu te  ( R u s s ia ) .  From 1970 to  1974 he 

w o rk ed  a t  various positions at th e  T urk istan  (Central A s ia n )  M ilitary
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D istric t. From 1974 to  1 9 7 9  he worked at the G e n e ra l Staff office o f 

th e  Sov ie t Army in E a s te rn  Germany. In 1979 h e  w as transferred to 

th e  G eneral Staff o ff ic e  a t  the  Turkistan (C en tra l A sian ) Military D is ­

tr ic t. Between 1988 a n d  1992 he worked as le c tu r e r  at the Turkmen 

S ta te  M edical In s titu te . F ro m  1992 to 1994 he  w o rk e d  at various po ­

s itio n s  in the T u rk m e n is ta n ’s ministry o f d e fe n se  an d  in 1994 he was 

ap p o in ted  the deputy m in is te r  fo r defense. F ro m  2 0 0 2  to 2003 he was 

th e  head  of the b o r d e r  g u a r d  troops. In S e p te m b e r  2003 he was ap ­

p o in ted  as the m in iste r o f  defen se  and co n c u rre n tly  the rector (chan ­

c e llo r)  o f the M ilitary  In s ti tu te .

M am edgeldiyev h as  th e  rank  of m ajo r-genera l and  was awarded 

sev e ra l state o r d e r s  o f  T urkm en istan , in c lu d in g  W atana bolan soy- 

g u s i  y3 in  and T u rk m e n is ta n y n  G araesyzlygynym  1 0  yllygyna.

M A M E T D O V L E T -O G L Y , K U R B A N D U R D Y . S e e  ZELILI.

M A N A T .  National c u rre n c y  o f  Turkm enistan. It w a s  introduced in N o ­

v e m b e r  1993 to rep lace th e  R u s s ia n  ruble. O n e  T u rk m e n  m anat con ­

s is ts  o f  100 tenge. D ue to  th e  high inflation ra te  a n d  a steady decline 

o f  the exchange rate o f  th e  M a n a t,  the ten g e  b e c a m e  rare and nearly 

d isap p eared  from c irc u la t io n  in the m id-1990s. D u e  to centralized 

s ta te  control over the e x c h a n g e  rate, and su p p ly -d e m a n d  disparity, 

T urkm enistan  e s tab lish ed  an d  maintained a m u ltip le  exchange rate 

sy s te m  forexchanging  th e  national currency in to  th e  U .S. dollar (the 

c u rre n c y  of choice in T u rk m en is tan ), including th e  offic ia l exchange 

r a te ,  the commercial e x c h a n g e  rate , and the m ark e t ex ch an g e  rate. All 

b a n k s  usually exchange th e  M a n a ts  according to  th e  official rate, but 

th e re  w as a flourishing b la c k  m arket that o ffered  a  m u ch  more flexi­

b le  exchange rate. T h e  e x c h a n g e  rate o f  the T u rk m en is tan ! m a n a t 

(T M M ) per 1 U.S. d o l la r  w as fixed as fo llo w s: 5 ,2 0 0  (February 

2 0 0 4 ) ,  5 2 0 0  (2003), 5 ,2 0 0  (2 0 0 2 ) , 5,200 (2000), 5 .2 0 0  (1999),4 ,890 

(1 9 9 8 ) . However, the so -c a lle d  market rate flu c tu a te d  between

2 0 ,0 0 0  and 23500  m a n a ts  p e r  1 U.S. dollar in th e  ea rly  2000s.

M A R Y  C I T Y  ( p r o n o u n c e d  “ m a - a - r y ,”  M e r v  C i t y  u n t i l  1937). The

fo u r th  largest city in the  re p u b lic , capital o f  M a r y  w ela ya t. It is lo ­

c a te d  on the M u r g a b  R i v e r  and  G a r a g u m  C a n a l  in southern Turk ­

m e n is ta n . about 350 k ilo m e te rs  east of A s h g a b a t .  Its population
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stood at a b o u t  100,000 (2004, o f f ic ia l  est.), up from  a b o u t  8 5 ,0 0 0  

(1985, e s t .) .  T h e  popu lation o f  th is  w e la y a t ’s  center c o n s is ts  m a in ly  

of T u rk m e n s ,  but also includes U z b e k s ,  Russians, and s o m e  o th e rs . 

It is the m o s t  im portant in d u s t r i a l  a n d  com m ercial c e n te r  in  M ary  

welayat. I t  h o s ts  light in d u stries , a g r ic u l tu r a l  p roduct p ro c e s s in g  

plants, l i b r a r i e s ,  a theater, e d u c a t io n a l  institutions, in te rn a tio n a l 

class h o te ls ,  and  an airport. T h e  h is to rica l museum is o n e  o f  the 

largest in  th e  country and d is p la c e s  a  m iniature m odel o f  a n c ie n t  

M erv , u n iq u e  decorations, v a s e s ,  statues, and f ig u r in e s  o f  the 

Parthian e r a  th a t were excavated in  an c ien t Merv.

The c i ty  is  located  several k i lo m e te r s  from ancient M e r v ,  p ro b a ­

bly one o f  th e  o ldest cities in th e  te rr ito ry  of c o n te m p o ra ry  T u rk ­

m en istan . P resen t-d ay  M ary w a s  e s ta b lish e d  as a trad in g  p o s t  in the 

19th c e n tu ry . T he Tsarist a d m in is tra t io n  established a  s m a l l  g a rr i ­

son th e re  a f te r  acquiring this p a r t  o f  the Turkmen land . T h e  S o v ie t 

au th o ritie s  s tru g g led  for sev e ra l y e a rs  to establish fu ll  c o n tro l  in 

sou thern  T urkm en istan  due to  i ts  proxim ity to the B a s m a c h y  

m o v e m e n t  b ase s  in A f g h a n is ta n  a n d  I r a n .  In the 1920s a n d  1930s 

the S o v ie t  cen tra l governm ent in v es ted  in the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  infrastructure a n d  m ad e  considerable e f f o r t s  to  se t ­

tle the lo c a l  p a s to r a l- n o m a d  co m m u n itie s  and b rin g  th e m  into 

state c o n tro l le d  ko lkh o zes. M a r y ’s im portance was e n h a n c e d  du e  to 

its p ro x im ity  to the borders w ith  A fghan istan . In the 1 9 3 0 s  th e  city  

b ecam e th e  c e n te r of the new ly  e s ta b lish e d  oblast. In th e  19 7 0 s  the 

g o v e rn m e n t invested heavily in  b u ild in g  electric p o w e r  s ta tio n s , 

one o f  th e  la rgest in T u rk m en is tan . S ince 1992 the T u rk m e n is ta n !  

g o v e r n m e n t  has been in v e s tin g  in various p ro jects in  th e  city. 

S ince 2 0 0 1  M ary has played a n  in creasing  role in the  t r a d e  w ith 

A fg h a n is ta n . S ee  also MERV, A N C IE N T .

M A R Y  W E L A Y A T  ( p r o n o u n c e d  “ m a - a - r v ” ). Located in  th e  so u th ­

ern p a r t o f  T u r k m e n is ta n ,  b o rd e re d  by A f g h a n i s ta n  in  th e  sou th ­

east. A k h a l  w ela ya t  in the w est, a n d  L e b a p  w elayat in th e  n o rth  and 

east. M a ry  o b la s t  was es tab lish ed  in 1939. and re o rg an ize d  in 1963 

and 1 9 7 0 . T h e  welayat consists o f  11 etraps  and M a r y  c i t y .  It is the 

third  la rg e s t  province in T u rk m e n is ta n , with a total a r e a  o f  about 

86 .800  sq u a re  kilometers, o r a ro u n d  18 percent o f the c o u n t r y ’s ter ­

ritory. I ts  p o p u la t io n  is the th ird  largest in the republic, a n d  s tan d s at
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ab o u t 1,100.000 (2 0 0 4 , o ff ic ia l est.), or 18 p e rc e n t  o f  the country’s 

p opu la tion , up from  a b o u t  729,000 (1985, e s t .) .

A g r ic u l t u r e ,  food p ro c e s s in g , and m in in g  a re  the  main sectors o f  

th e  w ela ya t’s e c o n o m y .  T h e  Sov iet authorities in v e s te d  considerably 

in to  this welayat d u e  to  its strategic location  o n  the border with 

A fghan istan . For d e c a d e s  K ushka City w as th e  m ain  military base 

a n d  entry  post from th e  S o v ie t Union to A fg h a n is ta n . The oblast tra ­

d itio n a lly  specializes in  a n im a l husbandry, m a in ly  s h e e p ,  h o r s e s , and 

c a m e ls , and farm ing, m a in ly  c o t t o n ,  silk, and s o m e  o ther crops. The 

G a r a g u m  C a n a l,  w h ic h  w as  built through th e  te rr ito ry  of the w e­

la ya t, is vital for ir r ig a tio n  not only for the w e la y a t  but also for the 

w h o le  country.

S ince independence in 1991 M ary welayat h a s  rece iv ed  significant 

investm ents in its in fra s tru c tu re  and in d u s t r i e s ,  e sp e c ia lly  in its g a s -  

ex trac tin g  sector. It b e c a m e  one of the largest p ro d u c e rs  of natural 

g a s  in the country. T h e  g o v ern m en t also in v es ted  in construction o f  

th e  first sugar refinery p la n t  and a co tton-sp inn ing  p lan t, built hotels 

R ah a t and Sanjar, and c o m p le te d  some other p ro je c ts .  S ince late 2001 

th e  w elayat has p layed a n  im portant role for th e  d e liv e ry  of humani­

ta r ia n  aid to A fghan istan  d u rin g  the United S ta te s - le d  war in that 

co u n try .

Im portant historical a n d  t o u r i s t  sites include th e  ru ins of a n c ie n t  

M e r v ,  Talhatan Baba a r c h i t e c t u r a l  com plex, a n d  so m e others.

M A S S  M E D I A . The f irs t p eriod ical publications ap p eared  in Turk ­

m en is tan  on the eve o f  th e  2 0 th century, but th e y  h ad  a very limited 

c ircu la tio n  and very sm a ll  aud ience and were p u b lis h e d  primarily in 

R u ss ia n . The T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e  media was l im ite d  to a few books, 

b ro ch u res , and leaflets p u b lish e d  in the Z acasp ian  o b la s t  as well as in 

o th e r  parts of the R u ss ian  E m pire  and in P ersia  (n o w  Iran). Most o f 

th e  regular media o u tle ts  w e re  established in T u rk m e n is ta n  during the 

S o v ie t era in the 1920s, in c lu d in g  the first n a tio n a l new spapers in the 

T u rk m en  language— T u rk m e n is ta n  and Yash K o m m u n is t  (Young 

C om m unist). During th is  p e rio d  all new spapers a n d  o ther publica ­

t io n s  were state ow ned a n d  w ere under strict g o v e r n m e n t  control. 

T h is  included extensive c e n so rsh ip  and com plete  c o n tro l over distri ­

b u tio n . Sizeable support fro m  the state and s u b s id iz e d  t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n  costs allowed the m e d ia  to  attain large c irc u la tio n s . In the 1970s
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there w e re  2 6  new spapers in the re p u b l ic ,  with a total a n n u a l  c irc u la ­

tion o f  a b o u t  152 million c o p ies , a n d  30 magazines, w ith  a  to ta l an ­

nual c irc u la t io n  o f  about 10 m ill io n  cop ies. In 1989 the to ta l  annual 

print ru n  o f  66  newspapers ( in c lu d in g  49  in the T urkm en  lan g u ag e ) 

and 34  m a g a z in e s  and jo u rn a ls  ( in c lu d in g  16 in the T u rk m e n  lan ­

guage) in  th e  T u rk m en  SS R  re a c h e d  211 million and 1 3 .6  m illion 

copies, re sp ec tiv e ly .

The s i tu a t io n  in Turkm enistan d id  not change with in d e p e n d e n c e  

in 1991, u n lik e  K azak h stan  an d  K y rg y zstan , where v ib ra n t in d ep en ­

dent m e d ia  m arkets emerged in th e  1990s. Most o f  the m e d ia  en te r ­

prises re m a in e d  under g o v e rn m e n t con tro l, and som e o f  th em  re ­

tained th e i r  subsidies. Yet, th ro u g h o u t the 1990s m any n e w sp a p e rs  

and o th e r  publications were c lo s e d  o r significantly d o w n s iz e d  their 

c irc u la tio n , especially at d istric t a n d  enterprise levels. T h e  F reedom  

H ouse r e p o r t  in 2003 declared  th e  Turkm enistan! m ass m e d ia  was 

“am ong  th e  m ost tightly c o n tro lle d  in the world.”

By th e  e a r ly  2000s most T u rk m e n is ta n ! newspapers a n d  te lev is io n  

stations w e re  censored. In a d d i t io n ,  government o ff ic ia ls  restric ted  

the c irc u la t io n  o f  Russian and o th e r  fo reign  newspapers a n d  regu larly  

c o n f isc a te d  issues that carried  c r it ic a l  articles. T elev ision  a n d  radio 

rem ain th e  tw o  most im portant s o u rc e s  o f  public in fo rm a tio n , as the 

T u rk m en is tan ! government d o es  n o t  allow  foreign b ro a d c a s tin g  com ­

panies to  o p e ra te  in the country . M o s t  national n ew spapers a re  based 

in A s h g a b a t  and they are d is tr ib u te d  in all parts o f the re p u b lic ,  in ­

c lu d in g  re m o te  rural districts, b y  th e  state  distribution su b s id ia ry . The 

In ternet h a s  not penetrated T u rk m e n is ta n  due to the low  in c o m e  lev ­

els o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  and v ario u s  fo rm a l and informal re s tr ic tio n s  on 

access to  th e  Internet, especially  to  num erous opposition w e b site s .

T h e re  a re  state-controlled n a tio n a l newspapers, in c lu d in g  T u rk ­

m e n is ta n ,  N e itr a ln ii  T u r k m e n is ta n , W a ta n . and G y lk y n y s , a n d  a m ajor 

te lev is io n  station . They have th e  la rg es t audiences and a re  accessib le  

all o v e r  th e  republic. In 2004 th e re  w ere  about a dozen s m a l le r  new s ­

papers a n d  magazines, includ ing  A d a la t  (Justice). E d e b iy a t  w e  S un-  

g a t  (L ite ra tu re  and Art), and o th e r s .  M any newspapers h a d  a  lim ited 

c irc u la tio n  o f  between 20,000 a n d  80.000 copies. In th e  1990s and 

early  2 0 0 0 s the government m a d e  efforts to establish a  n ew sp ap er 

and a m a g a z in e  in English to d is se m in a te  official in fo rm a tio n  about 

the c o u n try  to foreigners. In 2 0 0 4  th e  printing house in A s h g a b a t and
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so m e other m ajor c e n te r s  began operating th e  la tes t color printing 

equ ipm en t.

M A S S O N ,  M I K H A I L  ( 1 8 9 7 - 1 9 7 7 ) .  A rcheo log ist an d  one of the lead ­

in g  experts on the h is to ry  o f Turkm enistan. B o rn  in R u s s ia .  M ikhail 

M asso n  received his e d u c a t i o n  from a m ilitary  sc h o o l and fought as 

a n  o fficer of the R ed A rm y  during the civil w a r  (1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 0 ). At the 

a g e  o f  20 he developed  a n  in terest in the h is to ry  o f  C entral Asia and 

e sp e c ia lly  of T urkm en la n d  and began his s tu d ie s  in history and 

archeo logy . In the 1 9 2 0 s  an d  1930s he p a r tic ip a te d  in several arche­

o lo g ic a l expeditions in C e n tra l  Asia, including arch eo lo g ica l excava ­

t io n s  o f  A n a u , Je itu n , M e r v ,  N i s a .  and som e o th e rs .  He published 

o n e  o f  the first a u th o rita tiv e  studies on the a rc h e o lo g y  o f  various sites 

w ith in  the territory o f  p re se n t-d a y  T urkm enistan . H e  also  edited and 

au th o re d  a number o f  a r t ic le s  and books on the p re -S o v ie t history and 

arch eo lo g y  of T u rk m en is tan .

M E D R E S E .  1. An Is lam ic  sch o o l that provides p o s tp r im a ry  religious 

e d u c a t i o n .  2. A th e o lo g ic a l sem inary and law  s c h o o l that provides 

Is la m ic  religious e d u c a tio n  and is usually a t ta c h e d  to a m asjit 

(m o sq u e ) . 3. A bu ild ing  w h e re  the boarding s tu d e n ts  o f  Islamic sem ­

in a r ie s  stay. In 1913 th e re  w ere  about 70 m e d re s e s  o n  the territory o f 

w h a t  is now T u rk m en is tan , but all of them h ad  b e e n  closed by the 

S o v ie t  authorities by th e  1930s. Several m e d re se s  h a v e  been opened 

in  Turkm enistan since 1991 in order to p ro v id e  in -co u n try  training 

f o r  Im am s and other o f f i c i a l  M u s lim  c le r g y .  S e e  a ls o  ISLAM ; SU ­

F IS M .

M E J L I S  ( P a r l ia m e n t  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n ) .  T u rk m e n is ta n ’s parliament 

is  a  unicam eral, 5 0 -sea t leg islative and re p re se n ta tiv e  assembly, 

w h ic h  replaced the o ld  S o v ie t-s ty le  unicam eral 3 5 0 -s e a t parliament 

a c c o rd in g  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n is ta n  o f  1992. The current 

c o n s titu tio n  stipulates th a t  a ll citizens over 18 y e a rs  o f  age are eligi ­

b le  to  vote, and that all c i t iz e n s  over 25 years o f  a g e  a re  eligible to be 

e le c te d  to the parliam ent. C an d id a tes  can be n o m in a te d  by “political 

p a r tie s ,  social assoc ia tions, and  groups o f c itiz en s .”

T h e  M ejlis has the fo llo w in g  powers: adop ting , a m en d in g , and in ­

te rp re tin g  the constitution a n d  law s; scheduling e le c t io n s  o f  the p r e s -
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id e n t , p a r lia m e n t, and peop le’s a d v is o r s ;  forming a C en tra l E le c tio n  

and R efe ren d u m  Com m ission; a p p ro v in g  action plans o f  th e  C a b in e t 

of M in iste rs an d  expressing n o n c o n f id e n c e  in the C ab in e t o f  M in is ­

ters; a p p ro v in g  o r  rejecting c a n d id a te s  fo r the offices o f  c h a i r  o f  the 

supreme c o u r t ,  ch a ir o f the high c o m m e rc ia l  court, g en e ra l p ro s e c u ­

tor, and, l ik e w is e , petitions for th e i r  d ism issa l; approving th e  b u d g e t 

o f T u rk m en is tan  and the report o f  its  utilization; c rea tin g  s ta te  o r ­

d e r s , a w a rd in g  the president s ta te  a w a rd s , and conferring  u p o n  the 

president h o n o ra ry  titles, m ilitary  r a n k s ,  and distinctions; d e te rm in ­

ing w h e th e r th e  normative acts o f  th e  o rgans of state p o w e r a n d  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  a re  in accordance w ith th e  constitu tion  and law s; a n d  som e 

others.

The m e m b e rs  o f parliament e le c t  the chairman from  a m o n g  the 

m em bers o f  th e  House and his d e p u ty , and  form com m ittees a n d  co m ­

m issions. T h e  M ejlis members m e e t  tw ice  a year for r e g u la r  sp ring  

and fall se ss io n s .

T u rk m en is tan  has held two p a r lia m e n ta ry  elections s in c e  in d e p e n ­

dence. T h e  f irs t elections were c o n d u c te d  in November 1 9 9 4  an d  the 

second e le c t io n s  were conducted in  D ecem b er 1999. T he n e x t  p a r lia ­

m entary e le c t io n s  are scheduled f o r  D ecem ber 2004. S ee  a l s o  P R E S ­

ID E N C Y  IN  TU R K M EN ISTA N .

M E K D E P .  1 . A  school in p re rev o lu tio n a ry  Central A sia. 2 . A  school 

that p ro v id e d  general e d u c a t io n  c o m b in e d  with prim ary re l ig io u s  ed ­

ucation in  prerevolutionary T u rk m e n is ta n . 3. A prim ary a n d  se c o n d ­

ary sc h o o l in contemporary T u rk m e n is ta n , usually a s c h o o l w here 

sch o o lc h ild re n  are instructed in th e i r  native T tir k m e n  l a n g u a g e  o r in 

U zbek. S e e  a lso  EDUCATION; IS L A M .

M E R E D O V , R A S H I D  ( 1 9 6 0 -  ). T u rk m en  politician a n d  d ip lo m a t. 

Born in A s h g a b a t ,  Rashid M e re d o v  graduated from  th e  M o sco w  

S tate U n iv e rs ity  and com pleted h is  postgraduate studies a t  th e  sam e 

u n iv ers ity . H e worked at various p o s itio n s  in the T urkm en  S ta te  U n i ­

versity , a t  th e  Ministry o f Ju s tice , a n d  in the p r e s id e n t ia l  a n d  p arlia ­

m en tary  adm inistration. From 199 2  to  1994 he served as  d e p u ty  m in ­

ister o f  fo re ig n  affairs. In 1999 h e  w a s  appointed first d e p u ty  m in ister 

o f  the M in is try  o f Foreign A ffa irs . In 2001 fo ra  short p e r io d  he was 

e lec ted  a s  chairm an of the M e j l i s  (parliam ent). In M ay 2 0 0 1  he was
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appo in ted  min ister o f  fo r e ig n  affairs. In 2003 h e  w a s  concurrently ap ­

p o in ted  as deputy c h a irm a n  o f  the cabinet o f  m in is te rs . In the early 

2 0 0 0 s  he played an  im p o rta n t role in im p le m e n tin g  the Turk ­

m e n is ta n ’s fo re ig n  p o l i c y  an d  in various in te rn a tio n a l negotiations.

M E R V .  S e e  MARY.

M E R V ,  A N C I E N T  ( a l s o  M a r g i a n a ) .  One o f  th e  an c ie n t tr a d in g  and

in d u stria l centers o f  K h o r a s a n ,  and the largest c i ty  in the Merv oasis 

b e fo re  the Mongol in v a s io n . It is situated in w h a t  is now M a r y  we- 

la y a t  o f  Turkm enistan, a b o u t  30 kilometers e a s t o f  the contemporary 

c i ty  o f  M a r y .

A ncien t Merv b ec am e  an  im portant en trep o t o n  the G r e a t  S i lk  

R o a d  and was a large t ra d in g  center in anc ien t t im e s . A small town 

o n  the site of M erv w a s  p ro b a b ly  founded in th e  seven th  and sixth 

c e n tu r ie s  b .c . and g ra d u a lly  becam e an im portan t c e n te r  o f the Merv 

o a s is .  In the fourth c e n tu ry  B.c. it was co n q u e red  by Alexander the 

G re a t  and was renam ed A lex a n d ria . It was e m b ro ile d  in several wars 

a n d  in the third century w a s  included in an an c ien t B actrian  state. The 

B a c tr ia n  state did not la s t lo n g  and M argiana e x p e rie n c e d  turbulent 

t im e s . In the seventh c e n tu ry  it was taken over b y  th e  A rabs and be ­

c a m e  one o f the im portan t po litica l centers in th e  A b b a sid  Caliphate. 

C a lip h  Al-Mamun spent s e v e ra l years in M erv in th e  early  ninth cen ­

tu ry ,  m aking the city a m a jo r  political center o f  th e  C aliphate. At its 

z e n ith  between the 10th a n d  11th centuries it w a s  p a r t o f  the Seljuk 

E m p ire  and was the s ite  o f  numerous m o n u m en ta l mosques and 

m e d r e s e s ,  magnificent p a la c e s ,  k e r w e n - s a r a y s ,  a n d  adm inistrative 

b u ild in g s . The city was d e s tro y e d  by the M ongols in  the 13th century, 

w h o  not only stormed th e  c i ty  and  slaughtered m o s t o f  its people, but 

a l s o  destroyed vital w a te r d a m s  and the irrigation sy s tem  o f the oa ­

s i s .  A fte r the Mongol in v a s io n  M erv never re c o v e re d  to past glory 

a n d  rem ained a relatively  sm a ll  city. Several e x a m p le s  o f  the ancient 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  survived, in c lu d in g  the Grand K yz K a la . Sultan Kala 

(9 th  to  12th centuries). M a u so le u m  of Sultan S a n ja r  (12 th  century), 

M a u so le u m  of M uham m el ib n  Zevdin, M osque o f  U s u f  Hamadani, 

a n d  so m e others.

In  the 19th century n u m e ro u s  western travelers re p o rte d  about the 

a n c ie n t  ruins of the city, w h ic h  covered many h e c ta re s ,  but some o f
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the land  o f  w hat was ancient M e rv  w a s  reclaim ed for a g r i c u l t u r e  in 

the 2 0 th  cen tu ry . The ruins o f  th e  anc ien t city w ere e x c a v a te d  by 

R ussian a n d  Turkm enistan a rc h e o lo g is ts  in the 1940s a n d  1 9 5 0 s , and 

co n tin u ed  in  the 1990s. Som e h is to r ia n s  believe that th e  re m n a n ts  o f 

the m y s te r io u s  medieval M erv l ib ra ry  (one of the la rg est in  m ed iev a l 

C entral A s ia )  m ight have su rv iv ed  th e  M ongol d estru c tio n  a n d  still be 

hidden in  th e  ru ins of the city. T h e  U n ited  Nations E d u c a t io n a l ,  S c i ­

en tific , a n d  C ultural O rgan ization  (U N E S C O ) included M e r v  o n  the 

World H e r ita g e  list in 1999 and  is  fu n d in g  an urgent r e s to r a t io n  p ro j ­

ect. In 2 0 0 0  the World M o n u m en ts  W atch  placed M erv  o n  its  lis t o f 

the w o r ld ’s 100 most en d a n g e re d  s ite s . The g o v e r n m e n t  o f  T u rk ­

m enistan  d ec la red  the site o f  a n c ie n t  M erv a h istorical a n d  cu ltu ra l 

park p ro te c te d  by the state.

M I L I T A R Y  D O C T R I N E .  The T u rk m en is tan ! g o v e r n m e n t  o ffic ia lly  

announced  that the military d o c tr in e  o f  independent T u rk m e n is ta n  

should b e  developed  in acco rdance w ith  the official P e r m a n e n t  N e u ­

t r a l it y  P o l i c y .  During the 1990s th e  Turkm enistan! a u th o r i t ie s  d e ­

clared th a t they  would build a sm a ll  a r m y ,  would m ain ta in  a  low  m il ­

itary b u d g e t ,  and would d e v e lo p  a  military doctrine a c c o rd in g ly . 

T u rk m en istan  refused to sign th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  

S t a te s  C o l l e c t i v e  S e c u r ity  T r e a t y ,  b u t developed close m il i ta ry  co o p ­

eration w ith  R u s s ia .  Unlike K a z a k h s t a n  or U z b e k i s t a n ,  T u rk ­

m enistan d id  not send its troops to  neighboring T a j i k i s t a n  d u r in g  its 

civil w ar in  1992-1997, and did n o t p ro v id e  military a s s is ta n c e  to  K y r ­

gyzstan d u r in g  the militant in c u rs io n s  into southern K y rg y z s ta n  in 

1999 an d  2 0 0 0 . In sharp contrast to  K azakhstan , Russia, o r  U z b e k is ta n , 

A s h g a b a t  re fra ined  from co n d e m n in g  the Taliban regim e in  K a b u l and 

m ain ta ined  relatively  low-profile re la tio n s  with this reg im e u n ti l  2 0 0 1 . 

T u rk m en is tan  supported the U n ite d  S ta tes-led  w ar a g a in s t  in te rn a ­

tional t e r r o r i s m  and the Taliban re g im e  in A f g h a n i s t a n ,  b u t d id  no t a l ­

low the U n i t e d  S ta te s  and the N o r th  Atlantic Treaty O rg a n iz a tio n  

(NA TO ) a ll ie s  to establish a m ilita ry  presence in the re p u b lic .

M I L I T A R Y  F O R C E S .  The T u rk m e n is ta n  M ilitary F o rces c o n s is t  o f  

the a r m y ,  a ir  force and air d e f e n s e ,  security forces, a n d  b o r d e r  

g u a r d s .  A c c o rd in g  to Central In te ll ig e n c e  Agency (C IA ) e s t im a te s ,  

T u rk m e n is ta n  has military m a n p o w e r reaching m ilitary a g e  a n n u a lly
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o f  about 50,000 c o n s c r ip ts  (2004, CIA e s t .) .  T h e  repub lic’s annual 

m ilitary  expend iture e q u a ls  about 1.4 percen t o f  its G D P (2004, C IA  

es t .) . According to th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n ,  the p r e s id e n t  

o f  the republic is a lso  th e  c h ie f  com m ander o f  th e  m ilitary forces, and 

he  appoints and d is m is s e s  the com m anders o f  th e  military forces o f  

Turkm enistan. The m ili ta ry  forces remain u n d e r  s tric t civilian control 

an d  refrain from in te rv e n in g  in political d e v e lo p m e n ts .

M I N I N G .  At present, g a s ,  o i l ,  and some o th er m in e ra ls  are the m ajor 

n a tu ra l resources o f  e x p o r t  significance in T u rk m en is tan . Although 

v a rio u s  mineral re so u rc e s  w ere  mined on the te r r i to ry  o f  what is now 

T urkm enistan since th e  m edieval era, m in ing  o n ly  becam e a large 

a n d  important sector o f  th e  national e c o n o m y  in  th e  20th century. In 

th e  1920s and 1930s th e  Soviet authorities in v e s te d  significantly 

in  the exploration o f  th e  various mineral re s o u rc e s .  By the 1950s 

T urkm enistan  had b e c a m e  on e  o f the biggest p ro d u c e rs  of oil in the 

U n io n  o f Soviet S o c ia l i s t  R epublics (U S S R ) .  By the 1970s 

th e  G a r a b o g a z g o l  a c c o u n te d  fo r about 45 p e rc e n t o f  the sodium sul­

f a te  production and n e a r ly  100 percent o f the e p s o m ite  and medici­

n a l G lauber’s salt in th e  U S S R , becoming one o f  th e  w orld’s largest 

so u rc e s  o f these raw  m a te r ia ls  for the chem ical in d u stry . By the end 

o f  the 20th century T u rk m e n is ta n  had becom e o n e  o f  the largest pro ­

d u c e rs  o f  gas and a m o n g  th e  top five p roduces o f  oil in the Soviet 

U n io n . Most of this p ro d u c tio n  was shipped to o th e r  Soviet republics 

a t  fix ed  low prices (c o n s id e ra b ly  below w orld m a rk e t  prices).

S in ce  1991 T u rk m en is tan  had established c o m p le te  control over 

i ts  natu ra l resources an d  b e g u n  selling them at w o r ld  prices to C o m ­

m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a te s  (CIS) m e m b e rs  and non-CIS 

c o u n tr ie s . In the 1990s th e  Turkm enistan! g o v e r n m e n t  attem pted to 

a t t r a c t  som e international investm en ts and m o d ern  technolog ies into 

th e  country  by opening  c e r ta in  sectors o f  the e c o n o m y  to interna ­

t io n a l  investors. In the 1 9 9 0 s  there were rep o rts  o f  discoveries o f 

la rg e  new  gas and oil re s e rv e s .  According to  g o v e rn m e n t reports 

th e re  are more than 160 p ro v e n  deposits o f h y d ro c a rb o n s , including 

a b o u t  130 deposits o f  g a s  a n d  about 30 deposits o f  o il ,  estim ated at 

a ro u n d  23 trillion cubic m e te r s  o f  gas and 12 b i l l io n  to n s  o f  oil. A c ­

c o rd in g  to the E conom ist In te llig e n c e  Unit report T u rkm en istan  ex ­

t r a c te d  51 billion cubic m e te r s  o f  gas and 8 m ill io n  tons of oil in
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education from a m e k d e p  and from m ed re ses  in  B u k h a r a .  He w orked 

as a  jewelry m aster a n d  participated in s e v e ra l military cam paigns 

against foreign in v a d e rs . H e died from w o u n d s  sustained in one o f the 

campaigns. H ow ever, it w as love lyrics and  d e s s a n s ,  such as “Zokhre 

and Takhir” that m a d e  h im  famous th ro u g h o u t the Turkmen land and 

C entral Asian reg ion . M a n y  o f his poem s, su c h  a s  “ Nazar kylsa di§ler- 

ine,” “Sovdiigim,” “ G o z le r in ,” “Gyz,” and o th e rs  becam e songs popu ­

la r not only in his n a tiv e  reg io n , but among all th e  T u r k m e n s  and o ther 

people of Central A s ia . In  contem porary T u rk m en is tan  he is highly re ­

spected  and regarded  fo r  masterly love p o e try  and  lyrics com bined 

w ith  refined p sy ch o lo g ica l portraits of the fe e lin g s  o f  people in love.

M U F T I .  The highest I s la m ic  legal authority a n d  th e  official leader o f  

th e  M uslim co m m u n ity  in Turkm enistan. A  m u f t i  is elected b y  the 

m o st eminent Islam ic sc h o la rs  o f the re p u b lic . U n til 1991 represen ­

ta tiv es  of the o fficial I s la m ic  clergy in T u rk m e n is ta n  were subordi ­

n a ted  to the C entral A s ia n  M u f t iy a t  based in T ash k en t. Until 1991 

th e  head of the M u slim  com m unity  in T u rk m e n is ta n  had the title o f  

k a z y .  Since 1992 the  Is la m ic  authorities o f  T u rk m en is tan  have b e ­

co m e  independent f ro m  the  M uftiyat o f T a s h k e n t and established 

th e ir  own position o f  m u f t i .

A m ufti overviews th e  activ ities of the Islam ic c le rg y  in the republic, 

th e  w ork of the m osques an d  m edreses , and co o rd in a te s  the activities 

o f  the Islamic au thorities w ith  the g o v e rn m e n t au th o rities . He has the 

au tho rity  to proclaim a f a t w a , a binding opin ion  o n  religious or public 

issu es. See also IS L A M ; U N O FFIC IA L M U S L IM  CLERGY.

M U F T I Y A T .  The h ig h e s t Islam ic dec is io n -m ak in g  body in Turk ­

m en istan . It was e s ta b lish e d  after Turkmen Is la m ic  authorities de ­

c id e d  to secede from th e  M u ftiy a t  of Central A s ia , th e  Tashkent-based 

C en tra l Asian Spiritual B o a rd  o f  Muslims (S A D U M  in Russian ab ­

b rev ia tion ). The M u ftiy a t is led by the m u f t i ,  a n  Islam ic legal au ­

th o rity  elected by the  m o s t eminent Islam ic sch o la rs  of Turk ­

m en is tan . The M uftiyat h a s  the authority to is su e  a  fa tw a ,  a binding 

o p in io n  on religious o r  p u b lic  issues. H ow ever, a s  the  C o n s t i tu t io n  

o f  T u r k m e n is ta n  d ec la re s  that the republic is a s e c u la r  state, the state 

au th o ritie s  supervise th e  w o rk  o f  the M uftiyat. B y  law  the M uftiyat 

c a n n o t take part in p o litica l activ ities, since the c o n s titu tio n  prohibits
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the fo rm a tio n  o f  political o rg a n iz a tio n s  based on re lig iou s  p r in c ip le s .  

The a c tiv itie s  o f  the Muftiyat and  a ll re lig ious co m m u n ities  in  T u rk ­

m en istan a re  regu la ted  by the L a w  o n  R eligion o f T u rk m e n is ta n . See  

also  IS L A M ; KAZY ; U N O F F IC IA L  M U SLIM  C L E R G Y .

M U R G A B  R I V E R  (a ls o  c a lle d  M u r g h a b ) .  This river is 9 7 8  k ilo m ete rs  

long w ith a  b asin  area of around 5 0 ,0 0 0  square k ilom eters. T h e  river, 

which fo rm s  part o f  the A fg h an istan -T u rk m en istan  border, f lo w s  from 

the m o u n ta in s  o f  northeast A fg h a n is ta n  through a n arrow  v a lley  be­

tween the Bandi-Turkistan and S a fa d -K o h  ranges into T u rk m e n is ta n ’s 

M e r v  o a s is ,  then  disappears in th e  G a r a g u m  D e s e r t .  In  th e  upper 

basin, the r iv e r ’s highest flow is f ro m  M arch to July, as s n o w  m elts in 

the high m o u n ta in s  o f A fghanistan, a n d  its lowest flow is in  N o v em b er 

and D ecem b er.

The M u rg a b  is one of the m o st im p o rtan t sources o f  d r in k in g  and 

irrigation w a te r  in southern T u rk m e n is ta n . Great c itie s  flo u rish ed  

along the  r iv e r  fo r centuries. D u rin g  th e  Soviet era six re s e rv o ir s  were 

built on T u rk m en is tan ’s part o f  th e  M urgab  River and its  w a te r  was 

excessively  used  for irrigation o f  c o t to n  fields. The o v e rex p lo ita tio n  

o f  w ater re so u rc e s  in this ex tre m e ly  d ry  region led to sa lin iz a tio n  o f 

som e a re a s  a ro u n d  the M urgab a n d  to  o th er en v iro n m e n ta l p rob lem s. 

In the 1 9 9 0 s  the situation b ecam e e v e n  worse when s o u th e rn  T urk ­

m enistan ex p erien ced  several y e a rs  o f  severe drought. T h e re  w ere re ­

ports th a t th e  river completely d r ie d  o u t in its lower sec tio n  a n d  w ater 

shortages a ffec ted  many etraps  o f  Turkm enistan.

M Y H M A N K H A N A  (fro m  m y h m a n — “ g u e s t ” ). 1. A g u e s t ro o m  in a 

house o r  p a la c e . 2. A traditional n a m e  for an inn or h o te l. In  co n tem ­

porary T u rk m en is tan , the term  is  o f te n  used with re fe re n c e  to  sm all 

hotels a n d  g u e s t houses that p ro v id e  m inim um  services, in  c o n tra s t to 

the W e ste rn  sty le and Western s ta n d a rd  three- and fo u r -s ta r  hotels, 

w hich w e re  b u ilt in the 1990s a n d  ea rly  2000s.

-  N  -

N A T I O N A L  H O L ID A Y S . T he g o v e r n m e n t  of T u rk m e n is ta n  de ­

c lared  th e  fo llow ing 11 days a s  p u b lic  holidays: J a n u a ry  1 — New
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Y ear; January 12— R em em b ran ce  Day; F e b ru a ry  19—Flag Day and  

B irthday of the P r e s i d e n t  o f  Turkm enistan; M a rc h  2 0 -2 2 —N o w ru z  

B airam y, N ational H o lid a y  o f Spring; M a y  8 — M emory Day fo r 

V ictim s of the G re a t P a tr io tic  War o f  1941 — 1945; May 9 —Victory 

D ay; May 18 — R e v iv a l ,  U nity and M a g tu m g u ly  Poetry Day; June 

2 1 — Election D ay o f  th e  F irst President o f  T u rkm en istan ; O ctober 

6 — M em ory Day, th e  d a y  o f  rem em bering th e  A s h g a b a t  earthquake 

v ic tim s; O ctober 2 7 - 2 8  — Independence D a y s ;  D ecem ber 12—D ay 

o f  T urkm enistan’s N e u tra li ty .

In addition, T u rk m e n is ta n  celebrates so m e M u s lim  holidays— R a- 

m azan-ait (A i d - a l - F i t r  in  Arabic) and Q u rb a n -a i t  ( E id -a l-A d h a  in 

A rab ic). The dates o f  th e se  religious c e le b ra tio n s  m ove from year to 

y ea r according to th e  I s la m ic  lunar calendar.

T he country a lso  c e le b ra te s  the fo llow ing d a y s ; first Sunday o f  

A p r i l—Water Day; la s t  S u n d ay  of A pril— T u rk m e n  H orse  Day; last 

S unday  of M ay—T u rk m e n  C a rp e t Day; th ird  S u n d a y  o f July—G alla  

B airam y; second S u n d a y  o f  Septem ber—T u rk m e n  Singer Day; last 

S u nday  of N o v em b er— H arvest Day; first S u n d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r-  

G o o d  N eighborhood D a y .

N A T I O N A L I S M . T h e  r is e  o f  T urkm en istan  nationalism  can be 

su m m ed  up as tak ing  p la c e  in three stages. D u r in g  the first stage from  

m edieva l time to the 19 th  century, the T urk m en  t r i b e s ,  which popu ­

la ted  vast areas to th e  e a s t  o f  the C a s p ia n  S e a ,  fo rm e d  their distinct 

language , culture, and  id en titie s . Throughout th is  period , these T ur ­

k ic-speaking nom ads in te ra c te d  with their P e rs ian -sp eak in g  neigh ­

b o rs  and gradually e m b ra c e d  I s la m , although th e y  preserved som e 

fea tu res  of their sh a m a n ic  past and were s tro n g ly  influenced by S u f i  

m ystic ism . The oral tra d it io n  o f  literature and p o e try , which featured 

th e  use o f the trad itional m usical instrument th e  d u ta r .  helped them  

to  m aintain their d is tin c t n a tio n a l culture th ro u g h  num ero u s wars and 

interventions.

T he second stage is a s so c ia te d  with R u s s ia n  E m p ire /S o v ie t dom ­

in a tio n  in Central A sia. T h is  began at the end o f  th e  19th century with 

th e  incorporation o f m o s t o f  the Turkmen tribes in to  the Russian Em ­

p ire . But there were s till  m an y  T u r k m e n s  w h o  re m a in ed  in neigh ­

b o rin g  A f g h a n is ta n  an d  I r a n .  As of 2004 b e tw e e n  fo u r and six m il ­

l io n  Turkmens live o u ts id e  Turkm enistan. T he tu rn in g  point o f this
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period  w a s  the devastating d e f e a t  o f  the Turkm ens b y  th e  Russian 

arm y in  1881 at G eok-Tepe, w h e re  the Turkmens lost b e tw e e n  8,000 

and 1 5 ,0 0 0  lives. The in c o rp o ra tio n  o f  Turkm enistani te r r i to ry  into 

the R u s s ia n  Em pire brought a  n u m b e r  o f  changes, in c lu d in g  m odern ­

ization  o f  the econom y, e d u c a t i o n ,  and political sy s te m s .

A fte r  th e  Russian R evolu tion  o f  1917, it took several y e a r s  fo r the 

B o lsh e v ik s  to  establish firm  c o n tro l  o v er the territory o f  p re sen t-d ay  

T u rk m e n is ta n  and to quell lo c a l re s is tan ce  (also k n o w n  a s  the B a s -  

m a c h y  m o v e m e n t ) .  In 1924 th e  T u r k m e n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b ­

l ic  (T u rk m e n  SSR) was c rea ted . T h e  Soviet regime in tro d u c e d  secu ­

la rism , p e rsecu ted  Islamic c le rg y , a n d  closed m osques a n d  m e d re se s . 

The S o v ie ts  also  introduced th e  L atin  and later C y r i l l ic  a lphabet, 

ra ised  th e  literacy rate, and b ro u g h t  m odem  i n d u s t r i e s  to  the area. 

H o w e v e r, th e  Soviet m o d ern iza tio n  cam e at a severe p r ic e : thousands 

p e rish e d  d u rin g  Stalin’s p u rg e s , a lth o u g h  the po litica l s y s te m  was 

slig h tly  libera lized  in the 1 9 6 0 s . In the 1960s and 1 9 7 0 s , m odem  

T u rk m e n is ta n i nationalism b e g a n  to  develop, helped b y  th e  em er ­

gence o f  a  new  intelligentsia, m a s s  literacy, a s tren g th en in g  o f  the na­

tional id e n tity , and relaxation o f  rep ressio n .

T he th ird  stage began after th e  disin tegration  o f the U n io n  o f  the So ­

viet S o c ia lis t  Republics (U SSR ) in 1991. Unlike in the B a ltic  republics 

and A z e rb a ija n . Mikhail G o rb a c h e v ’s policy o f p e r e s t r o i k a  did not 

g en e ra te  a  large national libera tion  m ovem ent or m ass p o litic a l  partic ­

ipation in  Turkmenistan. The ro a d  to  Turkmenistani in d e p e n d e n c e  in 

1991 w a s  w ithout large-scale n a tio n a l conflict or wars; it w a s  a rather 

peacefu l p ro cess  with the ex c ep tio n  o f  small-scale in te re th n ic  conflicts 

in 1990. In  1990, the T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e  replaced R u ssian  a s  the offi­

cial la n g u a g e  and in 1993 a L a tin -b a sed  script replaced th e  Cyrillic 

a lp h ab e t. T h e  republic did not e x p e rien ce  any sign ifican t in terethnic 

co n flic ts  o r  m ass emigration o f  p e o p le , probably because  o f  the rela ­

tively h o m ogeneous ethnic s tru c tu re  (Turkmens represen t 7 7  percent 

o f  the to ta l  p o p u la t io n ) .

T h e T urkm en istan i leader S a p a r m u r a t  N iv a z o v  re s o r te d  to  the re ­

v ival o f  th e  traditional values o f  th e  Turkmen society to  re a liz e  his 

v ersio n  o f  Turkm enistani n a tio n a lism  by trying to b rin g  c o h e s io n  to 

the n a t io n ,  in which tribal-clan  re la tio n s  still play an im p o r ta n t  role. 

N iy a z o v ’s national policy is re p re se n te d  by the slogan: K h a lk ,  Watan, 

Beyik Turkmenbashy! (P eople, F a th erlan d , Great T u rk m e n b a sh y !) ,



1 1 6  •  N A TIO N A L S E C U R I T Y  M IN IS T R Y  (N SM i

w h ich  com bines th e  e x tre m e  forms o f s ta te  so c ia lism , egalitarianism , 

and  au thoritarian ism . H e  has presented h im s e l f  as the core o f the so ­

c iety , as the le a d e r w h o  un ites all T u rk m e n  tribes and all ethn ic  

groups living in th e  re p u b lic . The c o rn e rs to n e s  o f  national unity are 

the  ideas of the n a t io n a l  liberation struggle a g a in s t  Russian colon ial ­

ism , the moral p o w e r  o f  Islam , and N iy a z o v ’s personality.

N A T I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y  M I N I S T R Y  ( N S M )  ( T u r k m e n is ta n y n  M i l l i  

H o w p s u z ly k  M i n i s t r i l i g i  in  T u r k m e n ;  M in i s t e r s t v o  N a ts io n a ln o i  

B e zo p a s tn o s ti  in  R u s s i a n ) .  M inistry in c h a rg e  o f  public safety and  

national security. T u rk m e n is ta n  inherited f ro m  the  Soviet era the se ­

cu rity  infrastructure o f  the former K o m ite t G osudarstvennoi B e ­

zopastnosti (K G B ). In  1991 it came under th e  jurisdiction o f T urk ­

m enistan. The N S M  to g e th e r  with the p o l i c e  assu m ed  a key role in 

m aintaining law an d  o rd e r  and in preserv ing  th e  security  of the state 

aga inst any threat o f  t e r r o r i s m ,  organized c r im e ,  o r  any other actions 

from  inside and o u ts id e  the  republic. In a d d it io n , there is a specially  

tra ined  unit o f c o m m a n d o s , which could b e  u sed  against terrorist 

th rea ts and organ ized  c r im e  groups. The N S M  w a s  also instrumental 

in suppressing p o litic a l opposition  in the c o u n try . T he p r e s id e n t  ap ­

p o in ts the head o f th e  N S M . It is estim ated th a t th e  com m ittee has b e ­

tw een  2,000 and 3 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  under its c o m m a n d , though since 1991 

it has suffered from  fa il in g  discipline, c o r ru p tio n , inadequate tra in ­

in g , and poor e q u ip m e n t.

T he NSM could be  m o b ilize d  to support th e  a r m y  in case o f em er ­

gency. It is also re sp o n s ib le  for carrying out th e  b o rd e r controls w ith 

K a z a k h s ta n  and U z b e k i s t a n ,  and checks on  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n ­

d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s ’ f l ig h ts  into T urkm enistan 's a irp o rts . One o f  the 

tests  o f  the reliability  o f  T urkm enistan’s s e c u rity  forces is the series 

o f  operations against il lic it  d r u g s  trafficking fro m  A f g h a n i s t a n  to 

the  w orld market th ro u g h  Turkm enistan. In 2001 an d  2002 there w ere 

reports  that the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  transferred so m e d ru g  detection eq u ip ­

m en t to the NSM a n d  p led g ed  antiterrorist e q u ip m e n t and special 

tra in ing  for the o rg a n iz a tio n .

N A T I O N A L  S T A T I S T I C A L  I N S T I T U T E  ( T u r k m e n  M il l i  H a s a b a t ) . 

T he National S tatistical A gency under the C a b in e t o f  Ministers o f  

Turkm enistan is re sp o n sib le  for conducting c e n su se s  and gatherimi
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and p u b lish in g  statistical data. T h e  N ational Statistical In s t i tu te  has its 

own p u b lish in g  center and a la rg e  a r c h i v e ,  which is o p en  to  p u b lic  ac ­

cess w ith  so m e restrictions. It re g u la r ly  publishes s ta tistica l d a ta ,  which 

is av a ilab le  to  the general pub lic , a s  w ell as classified s ta tis tic a l  data  for 

g o v e r n m e n t  officials only (l§ d e  u la n m a k  iigin in T u rk m e n , o r  cilia 

s lu zh eb n o g o  pol'zovaniya  in R u s s ia n — “ for restricted u se  o n l y ” ) .

N I A Z O V . S e e  NIYAZOV.

N I S A . S e e  N U SA Y .

N I Y A Z O V , S A P A R M U R A T  ( T U R K M E N B A S H Y )  ( 1 9 4 0 -  ). The 

first p r e s i d e n t  o f  Turkm enistan. B o m  in February 1940 in  th e  capital 

city A sh k h a b a d  (now A s h g a b a t ) ,  then  o f  the T u r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o ­

c ia l i s t  R e p u b l i c .  Niyazov s ta rte d  h is  career at a local b ra n c h  o f  the 

T r a d e  U n i o n s  in 1959. He jo in e d  the ruling C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  

T U r k m e n  S S R  in 1962. He c o m p le te d  his first degree in 1967 at the 

L en in g rad  Polytechnic Institu te in  Leningrad (now S a in t P etersburg , 

R u s s i a ) .  D u rin g  the 1970s he c l im b e d  steadily up the p o litic a l  career 

ladder, a s  h e  w as appointed to th e  Turkm enistan C o m m u n is t Party  ap ­

p ara tus. In  1984-1985 he s e rv e d  in the Com munist P a r ty  Central 

C o m m itte e  in Moscow. In M arch  1985 he was appointed C h a irm a n  of 

the C o u n c il  o f  Ministers in T u rk m en is tan  and in D ecem b er 1985 first 

sec re ta ry  o f  the Turkmen C o m m u n is t Party. In 1989 N iy a z o v  was 

e lec ted  a  p e o p le ’s deputy in th e  S o v ie t Parliament. O n  O c to b e r  27, 

1990, h e  w a s  elected the first p re s id e n t o f Turkmenistan b y  a  popular 

vote a n d  reelected  on June 2 1 , 1 9 9 2 , with 99.5 percent o f  th e  votes. 

On J a n u a ry  15, 1994. a popular referendum  extended h is  p residency  

until 2 0 0 2 .  In December 1999 th e  M e j l i s  (Parliament) e n d o rs e d  him 

as p re s id e n t  fo r life. In 2 0 0 1 -2 0 0 2  he indicated, how ever, th a t  he was 

w illing  to  consider contested p re s id en tia l elections so m e tim e  in the 

future a n d  m ight step down from  h is  post in 2010. This an n o u n cem en t 

m igh t b e  d u e  to the fact that a c c o rd in g  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k ­

m en istan  the president cannot b e  m ore  than 70 years o ld .

D e sp ite  Saparm urat N iy azo v ’s typ ical Soviet n o m e n c la tu r a  b iog ­

raphy , h e  introduced one o f the m o s t extravagant po litica l re g im e s  in 

the fo r m e r  U nion of Soviet S o c ia lis t  Republics (U S S R ). N iy a z o v ’s 

n a tio n a l p o licy  is represented b y  the slogan: Khalk, W a ta n , Beyik
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T urkm enbashy! (P e o p le ,  Fatherland, G reat T urkm enbashy!). It co m ­

b in es extreme fo rm s  o f  state socialism , e g a li ta r is m , and authoritari­

an ism . The p res id en t h im s e l f  insists on h is d e s i r e  to create a “dem o ­

c ra tic , secular T u rk m e n is ta n ” considering th e  v e ry  specific nature o f  

th e  Turkmen society  a n d  using  the “e x p e rie n c e  o f  Turkey, Egypt and 

W estern countries.”

S oon  after his e le c t io n  as president o f  th i s  g a s -  and o il-rich  

s ta te ,  N iyazov a c c e p te d  the  title o f  T u r k m e n b a s h y  (head o f the 

T u r k m e n s ) .  In th is  a n d  in his other a c tio n s  h e  has often been in ­

s p ire d  by the p o l ic y  o f  the T urk ish  l e a d e r  Kemal A tatu rk  

(1 8 8 1 -1 9 3 8 ) and th e  S o v ie t leader Jo se f  S ta l in .  H is personality 

c u l t  m anifested i t s e l f  in  renam ing  s tree ts , s q u a r e s ,  schools, a r m y  

u n its ,  and public u t i l i t i e s  in T urkm enistan a f t e r  h is  title T urkm en ­

b a s h y  and ensu ring  th a t  h is  portraits and  s ta tu e s  appear in every  

c o rn e r  o f the c o u n try . N iy a z o v  granted free  a c c e s s  to water, e lec ­

t r ic ity , and gas fo r a ll  c it iz e n s  of the r e p u b lic ,  b u t he also es tab ­

l ish e d  tight c o n tro l o v e r  political d e v e lo p m e n ts .  The M ejlis 

(P arliam en t) does n o t p la y  any  significant r o le  in  the  country’s p o ­

l i tic a l life, although it d o e s  ex ist and re g u la r  e le c tio n s  take p lace 

( th e  latest p a r lia m e n ta ry  e lec tions were s c h e d u le d  fo r D ecem ber 

2 0 0 4 ) .  The presiden t in tro d u c e d  traditional in s t i tu t io n s  of Turkm en 

so c ie ty  into the p o litic a l  p ro c e ss , such as th e  C o u n c i l  o f  Elders and 

th e  K halk  M aslahaty ( P e o p le ’s A ssem bly), w h ic h  w as designed to 

“ re p re sen t all T u rk m e n is ta n is ” and consists  o f  m em b ers  of parlia ­

m e n t ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s ,  and re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  all provinces 

o f  th e  country.

In his ethnic policy, th e  p resident has p re sen ted  h im se lf  as the core 

o f  society , the leader w h o  has united all T u rk m en  t r i b e s  and all e th ­

n ic  groups living in the  re p u b lic . Turkm enistan is  th e  only  country in 

C e n tra l Asia that g ra n te d  d u a l  c it iz e n s h ip  to  i ts  Russian-speaking 

p o p u la tio n , in 1994, th o u g h  this arrangement w a s  revoked in 2003. 

T urkm enistani official id e o lo g y  conveys such id e a s  as a national lib ­

e ra tio n  struggle aga inst th e  R u s s ia n  E m p ir e ’s  c o lo n ia lism , and the 

m o ra l power of I s la m ,  a n d  the  role of the p re s id e n t’s personality. The 

T urkm enistani g o v ern m en t provides considerab le su p p o rt to Islamic 

in stitu tio n s, including la v is h  spending on the b u ild in g  and  restoration 

o f  m osques and m e d re se s , b u t keeps Islamic c le rg y  und er strict gov ­

e rn m e n t control.
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In N o v e m b e r 2002 the p re s id e n t surv ived an a s sa ss in a tio n  attem pt 

in A sh g ab a t, allegedly organized b y  the political o p p o s itio n . T h e  treat ­

ment o f  th e  political opposition , p o litica l prisoners, an d  n o n g o v e r n ­

m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t io n s  ( N G O s )  a n d  the trials of m em bers o f  the  oppo ­

sition a f te r  the assassination a tte m p t led to wide in te rn a tio n a l critic ism , 

especially  from  human rights o rg an iza tio n s . To fu rther e n tre n c h  his 

power, S ap arm u ra t Niyazov (T u rk m en b ash y ) also holds th e  positions 

o f the c h a irm a n  o f the C abinet o f  M in iste rs  and chairm an  o f  the  D e m ­

o c r a t ic  P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n is ta n . H e  is the supreme c o m m a n d e r  o f  the 

T urkm en istan i defense forces an d  h as  the rank of the m a rs h a l.

T u rk m e n b a sh y  has au thored  m o re  than 10 books a n d  p am p h le ts , 

in c lu d in g  th e  R u k lin a m a .  In 2 0 0 2  th e  month of January  w a s  renam ed 

T u rk m e n b a sh y . President N iy a z o v  is m arried and has tw o  ch ild re n .

N O N G O V E R N M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  ( N G O s ) .  A cco rd in g  

to o ff ic ia l rep o rts  more than 160 N G O s and 140 re lig io u s  co m m u n i ­

ties h a v e  b ee n  established and re g is te re d  in T urkm enistan  s in c e  1991 

(see T u rk m e n is ta n : Eight Years o f  Independent D e v e lo p m e n t,  1999, 

official d a ta ) ,  though many o f  th e m  operate under s ta te  c o n tro l .  The 

N G O s fo c u s  on providing v a r io u s  socia l s e r v ic e s  not o n ly  in  the cap ­

ital o f  A s h g a b a t  and su rro u n d in g  areas, but also in r e m o te  etraps. 

M ost o f  th e  N G O s are led by lo c a l activists and v o lu n te e rs . A sign if ­

icant n u m b e r  o f  NGOs are led b y  w o m e n ,  who w ere v e ry  ac tiv e  in 

public l i fe  d u ring  the Soviet e ra  (w h e n  informal quotas r e q u ire d  gov ­

e rn m en t to  reserve 30 to 40 p e rc e n t  o f  public positions t o r  w om en), 

but w h o  lo s t their jobs and p o litic a l presence due to the e c o n o m ic  and 

p o litica l ch a n g es  in the 1990s.

T h e  N G O s  provide perm anen t an d  temporary e m p lo y m e n t to be­

tw een 1 ,0 0 0  and 5,000 peop le  — p recise  figures are n o t  ava ilab le . 

T u rk m e n is ta n  also witnessed a  resu rg en ce  of the h a s h a r  (a s h a r ), an 

old tra d it io n  o f  assistance to co m m u n ity  members in n e e d  through 

c o lle c tin g  donations locally o r o rg a n iz in g  community w o rk  fo r  single 

m o th e rs , e ld e r ly  people, the d is a b le d , etc.

N O U R U Z . S e e  NOW RUZ.

N O W R U Z  ( a l s o  N o u ru z  b a i r a m y ). A  traditional spring fe s tiv a l ce le ­

b ra ted  a m o n g  the Turkmens s in c e  ancient p re -Is lam ic  t im e s . The
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N ow ruz  starts on th e  f i r s t  day  o f spring a c c o rd in g  to  the solar ca len ­

d a r  (in M arch). T he N o w ru z  was not c e le b ra te d  d u rin g  the Soviet e ra , 

b u t it was rees tab lish ed  a f te r  1991 as a n a tio n a l holiday  of spring.

N U R A L I Y E V A , G O Z E L  ( 1 9 6 0 -  ). Turkm en p o litic ia n . Bom in A s h ­

g a b a t ,  Gozel N u ra liy e v a  graduated from the  T u rk m e n  State U niver­

sity . In the 1980s a n d  1990s she held v a r io u s  positions in T urk ­

m en istan 's  m a s s  m e d i a .  In early 1995 she jo in e d  the state TV and 

R ad io  Corporation o f  T urk m en istan . In late 1 9 9 5  she became deputy 

e d ito r  and then e d ito r - in -c h ie f  o f the national n e w sp a p e r—N eitralnyi 

Turkm enistan  ( fo rm erly  Turkm enskaya Isk ra ) .  In  2003 she was ap ­

p o in ted  minister o f  c u l tu r e  and information a n d  concurrently deputy 

cha irm an  of the C a b in e t o f  M inisters.

N U S A Y  (a ls o  N isa , N i s s a ) .  O ne of the ancient t r a d i n g  and industrial 

cen te rs . It is situated in w h a t is now A k h a l  w e l a y a t  o f  Turkm enistan, 

ab o u t 20 kilometers f ro m  the contem porary c i ty  o f  A s h g a b a t .  The 

an c ien t Nisa was p ro b a b ly  founded in the s ix th  o r  fourth centuries 

B .c . and gradually b e c a m e  an important trad in g  cen te r. In the fourth 

ce n tu ry  b .c . it w as c o n q u e re d  by A lex an d er th e  G reat, and he 

fo u n d ed  a city called  A lexandropo l (what is n o w  know n as “o ld” 

N is a — Kone N usay). T h e n  the city was in c lu d e d  in an ancient 

P arth ian  state in the th i rd  century b .c . The P a r th ia n  kings built a 

“ n e w ” Nisa (what is n o w  know n as Taze N u s a y ) .  T h e  Parthian state 

w a s  destroyed in the th ird  cen tu ry  a .d ., and the  c i ty  experienced sev ­

e ra l centuries o f tu rb u len t h istory . As a p ro v in c ia l c e n te r  it was taken 

o v e r  by various reg ional p o w e rs , but continued to  g ro w  as a trading 

ce n te r. The city was d e s tro y e d  under orders from  K horezm shah in the 

e a r ly  13th century, an d  a  few  years later ag a in  b y  the Mongol in ­

v ad e rs . After the M o n g o l invasion Nisa s lo w ly  recovered , but re ­

m a in ed  a relatively sm a ll c ity .

In the 19th century n u m e ro u s  Western trav e le rs  v is ited  the ancient 

ru in s  o f  the city, w hich c o v e re d  many hectares. T h e  m ins of the an ­

c ie n t  c ity  were excavated  b y  Russian and T u rk m en is tan  archeologists 

In  1987 the government o f  Turkm enistan d ec la red  th e  site of ancient 

N is a  a historical and c u ltu ra l  park protected by  th e  s ta te . Several ex ­

a m p le s  o f  the ancient a rc h ite c tu re  survived, m a k in g  the place a pop ­

u la r  destination for to u ris ts .
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OBA. 1. V illag e  o r rural se tt le m e n t, usually  populated b y  T u rk m en  

farm ers. 2 . O bas  traditionally fo r m  a kind of t r i b a l  a n d  e x ten d e d  

family u n it ,  as people who live  in  o b a s  often (but n o t n e c e s sa r ily )  

represent m em b ers  of the sam e t r ib a l  un it or com m unity .

O BLA ST. P ro v in c e , a te rr ito ria l-ad m in istra tiv e  unit in T u rk m e n is ta n  

estab lish ed  d u ring  the Soviet e r a .  T h e re  were several c h a n g e s  in ad ­

m in is tra tiv e  division during th e  S o v ie t  and p ost-S ov ie t e r a s .  A fter 

1991 T u rk m en is tan  replaced the  R u s s ia n  name for p ro v in c e s  w ith  the 

Persian t e r m — welayat.

O F F I C I A L  M U S L I M  C L E R G Y . U n til 1991 the o f f ic ia l  M uslim  

clergy in C e n tra l Asia was re p re s e n te d  by those p ra c t ic in g  M uslim  

scholars a n d  m ullahs who w ere fo rm a lly  registered w ith  a n d  w ere  su ­

perv ised  b y  the Central A sian S p ir i tu a l  Board o f  M u s lim s  (R ussian  

a b b rev ia tio n  — SADUM ) or M u f t i y a t  in accordance w ith  th e  Sovie t- 

era re g u la tio n . Their activ ities w e re  also regulated b y  th e  state 

through th e  Departm ent o f R e lig io u s  Affairs. This r e g is tra t io n  re ­

q u irem e n t rem ained in p lace a f te r  1991, when T u rk m e n is ta n  s 

K a z iy e t  se c e d e d  from the S A D U M  an d  established its o w n  M uftiy a t. 

T ra d itio n a lly , the official M u slim  c le rg y  were loyal to  th e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t ,  h e ld  m oderate views on  c u r re n t  affairs, and s tay ed  a w a y  from 

po litics; th is  w as in sharp c o n tra s t to  the u n o ff ic ia l  M u s l i m  c l e r g y ,  

w ho w e re  a lw ay s  critical o f the s e c u la r  government and s o u g h t to be 

in v o lv ed  in  politics.

O G U Z -K H A N . A legendary h e r o ,  leader, and a n c e s to r  o f  T urk ic 

tr ib e s , o n e  o f  the founders o f  th e  early  Turkic state . T h e r e  is no 

c o n s e n s u s  am o n g  scholars a b o u t  th e  dates of his life . S o m e  T u rk ­

m en  h i s to r ia n s  believe that he l iv e d  in th .rd -s ^ o n d  c e n tu r |e s  e r .  

H e u n i te d  num erous Turkic t r ib e s  in to  a powerful tr ib a l c ° n fe d e r

Itfn n  a n d  established a vast n o m a d ic  em pire, which s t r e tc h e d  from  
ah o n  a n d  e s  Dres e n t-d a y  C entral Asia. In c o n te m p o ra ry
M o n g o lia  an  P thc founders o f  th e  early

SET S.£ *  " » » “ •>— '■
te r  O g u z - K h a n .
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O G U Z N A M A  ( a l s o  O g u z - n a m a , l it e r a l ly  “ e p i c  a b o u t  O g u z ” ). T h is  

is one of the m ost a c c la im e d  epics about T u r k m e n s  and Turkm en 

land . Most o f the s c h o la r s  trace the origin o f  th e  ep ic  to the early m e ­

d iev a l periods, d a tin g  it betw een the l l t h  a n d  13th century. O guz- 

n am a is the story o f  th e  life  o f  O g u z - K h a n  a n d  his sons and the h is ­

to ry  o f  the e s ta b lish m e n t o f  the early T u rk m e n  states. The epic w as 

o ften  used to trace re a l  o r imaginary g e n e a lo g y  and legitimize the 

leadership o f v a r io u s  k h a n s  and batyrs. M e d ie v a l historians also  

u sed  it as a source in th e ir  writing on the T u rk m e n  and Turkish h is ­

to ry . The b a g h sh y , th e  T u rk m en  bards, tra d itio n a lly  told verses from  

th e  epic accom panied b y  a musical instrum ent an d  passed the epic to 

o n e  another for m an y  c e n tu r ie s . This epic a lo n g  w ith other oral n ar ­

ra tiv e s became one o f  th e  m ost im portant w a y s  to preserve the h is ­

to rica l and cultural h e r ita g e  in the sem in o m ad ic  Turkm en t r ib a l  so ­

c ie ty  o f the m edieval e r a .

O I L .  Oil was first d isco v e red  in western parts o f  the Turkmen land 

(around present-day C h e lek e n ) in the m ed iev a l period and local 

peop le  began ex p lo itin g  it. Initially they ad o p te d  a very sim ple 

approach—they dug d e e p  holes in the ground a n d  used leather buckets 

to  get the oil. The in d u stria l development o f  th e  o il fields in the Turk ­

m en land began in the la te  19th and early 20th  century . R u ss ia n  and 

B ritish  entrepreneurs b o u g h t the land from the lo ca l p o p u la t io n  and es ­

tab lished  the first m od ern  drilling  and exploiting facilities. By 1911 they 

w ere  extracting about 2 2 0 ,0 0 0  tons of oil annually . H owever, due to the 

backw ard technologies, sca rce  investments, and d estruc tion  of the civil 

w ar, the productivity o f  th e  oil fields dropped sign ifican tly  within the 

fo llow ing decade. B e tw een  the 1930s and 1960s th e  Soviet government 

invested significantly in d rillin g  new fields, and in the 1950s and 1960s 

large oil fields were d isco v e red  in different parts o f  the country, making 

Turkm enistan the third la rg e s t oil producer in the S o v ie t Union, after the 

R ussian  Federation and A zerbaijan . Turkmenistan increased oil extrac ­

tion  to about 5.3 m illion to n s  in 1960, to 11.9 m illio n  tons in 1967. and 

fu rther to 15.57 million to n s  in 1975.

In the post-Soviet e r a  the  Turkm enistani g o v e r n m e n t  attracted 

n ew  technologies and n e w  investors to the oil se c to r . N ew  oil fields 

w e re  discovered on the C a s p i a n  S e a  shelf and in  so m e other areas o f  

th e  country. A ccording to  governm ent statistica l d a ta  Turkm enistan
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ex tracted  2 4  million tons o f  o il in  2 0 0 4  and is p ro je c te d  to  produce 

48 m illio n  tons o f oil in 2 0 1 0 . T h e  potential oil re s e rv e s  o f  Turk ­

m en istan  w e re  estimated at a b o u t  12 billion tons (2 0 0 4 , o f f ic ia l  est.).

O R A Z O V , M E R E D  ( 1 9 5 0 -  ). T u rk m e n  politician and d ip lo m a t.  Bom 

in A s h g a b a t ,  Orazov g rad u a ted  fro m  the M ech an ica l-M ath em atica l 

faculty o f  the  M oscow State U n iv e r s ity  in  1973. H e a l s o  com pleted  

the a s p ir a n tu r a  at the M oscow  S ta te  U niversity in 1 9 7 6 , a n d  the dok- 

to ra n tu ra  ( d o c t o r  of s c i e n c e s )  a t  th e  sam e institute in 1 9 8 3 . In 1983 

he w as ap p o in ted  the head o f  a  d ep a rtm en t at the T u rk m e n  Institute 

o f N a tio n a l E c o n o m y .  In 1 9 8 4  h e  becam e deputy  r e c to r  (deputy 

c h a n c e llo r) , and  in 1987 re c to r , o f  the same institu te. F r o m  1989 to 

1991 h e  se rv ed  in various p o s i t io n s  at the Central C o m m itte e  o f  the 

C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n  S S R .  From 1991 to 1 9 9 2  he was a 

m em b er o f  the Presidential C o u n c i l .  In 1992 O razov w a s  appoin ted  

the d e p u ty  m inister for e d u c a t i o n  and  concurrently th e  r e c to r  o f  the 

T u r k m e n i s t a n  S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y .  In 1995 he served a s  th e  m inister 

for fo re ig n  econom ic re la tions. T h e n ,  he returned to h is  p o s itio n  as 

the r e c to r  o f  the Turkm enistan S ta te  University. In 2001  h e  w as ap ­

p o in ted  th e  extraordinary and  p len ipo ten tiary  a m b a ssa d o r  o f  Turk ­

m en is tan  to  the U n ite d  S t a t e s .

O ra z o v  p layed  an im portant ro le  in shaping o f the r e p u b l ic ’s rela ­

tions w ith  the  United States a f te r  th e  terrorist attacks o n  N e w  York in 

2001 a n d  a t the beg inn ing  o f  the  United S ta te s—le d  w ar in 

A f g h a n i s t a n .  He participated in  v a r io u s  negotiations w ith  th e  United 

S ta tes a n d  W estern gov ern m en ts  and  international in s titu tio n s . He 

was a w a rd e d  several o r d e r s  o f  T urkm enistan  and has a u th o re d  many 

artic le s  a n d  academic research p a p e rs  on m athem atics.

O R D E R S .  A fte r independence T urk m en istan  adopted a  la w  on state 

aw ard s  a n d  established the fo llo w in g  state orders: A lty n  A i (H ero  of 

T u rk m e n is ta n ) ; P r e s id e n t ia l  S ta r ;  B itaraplyk Order; O rd e r  Gara§syz 

T u r k m e n is ta n a  bolan beyik s o y g u s i  iigiru Order G a lk y n y s h , O rder 

G a ra s y z ly k . O rder Turkm enbashy, A ltyn  Asyr, G u rb a n so lta n  E je , Ed- 

e rm e n lik . M edal Gairat, and s o m e  o thers.

In a d d itio n  there are sev era l sta te  awards e s tab lish ed  in Turk ­

m e n is ta n , including the In te rn a tio n a l M a g ty m g u ly  P re m iu m  in the 

fie lds o f  literature, theater, art, a n d  a r c h ite c tu r e ;  and th e  In ternational



al-K horezm i P rem iu m  fo r  Science and T ec h n o lo g y . There are hon ­

o ra ry  titles for a c h ie v e m e n ts  in various f ie ld s , su c h  as People's Artists 

o f  Turkm enistan (P e o p le ’s Writer, P eop le’s P o e t ,  People’s Teacher, 

P eo p le ’s Econom ist, e tc .) .  Distinguished t i t le s  are also granted for 

achievem ents in v a r io u s  fie lds, such as R e n o w n e d  Artist o f Turk ­

m enistan (W riter, A rc h ite c t ,  (M edical] D o c to r, Ju ris t. Journalist, and 

so  on). The g o v e r n m e n t  also  awards the title  o f  H onorary Citizen o f  

Turkm enistan to fo re ig n  c itizens who c o n tr ib u te d  to the development 

o f  international re la tio n s .

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  F O R  S E C U R I T Y  A N D  C O O P E R A T I O N  I N  

E U R O P E  ( O S C E ) . T h e  organization was p re v io u s ly  known as the 

C onference on S e c u rity  an d  Cooperation in E u ro p e  (CSCE). It was 

estab lished  in 1972. In  1990 the Charter o f  P a r is  changed the C SC E 

sta tu s  from an in te rn a tio n a l forum to a p e rm a n e n t international o r ­

ganization . In 1995 th e  C S C E  changed its n a m e  to  the present one.

Turkm enistan jo in e d  th e  organization in 1 9 9 2  along with other 

m em bers of the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  (C IS )  and 

cooperated  with it on  a  n u m b e r  o f issues. T h e  O S C E  partnership was 

essen tia l in arranging v a r io u s  negotiations a t th e  regional level and 

espec ia lly  in n eg o tia tin g  th e  peace process in T a j i k i s t a n .  The O SCE 

a lso  played a s ig n ifican t ro le  in promoting h u m a n  righ ts, civil soci­

e ty , conflict p reven tion , a n d  monitoring p a r lia m e n ta ry  and presiden ­

tia l elections in T u rk m e n is ta n  in 1994 and 1 9 9 9 . T he organization 

w a s  very vocal in c r it ic iz in g  the Turkm enistani g o v e r n m e n t  on var ­

io u s  issues in the ea rly  2 0 0 0 s, including hum an  r ig h ts , m a s s  m e d ia ,  

a n d  the treatment o f  th e  opposition  and n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n s  ( N G O s ) , in c lu d in g  various religious g ro u p s .

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  T H E  I S L A M I C  C O N F E R E N C E  ( O I C )  

(M u n a za m a t A l-M u ta m ir  A l- Is la m i  in  A r a b i c ) .  A n  organization es ­

tab lish ed  in 1969 to p ro m o te  cooperation and so lid a r ity  among M us­

lim  countries. T u rk m en is tan  jo ined  the o rg a n iz a tio n  in 1992 along 

w ith  other Central A sian  s ta te s  in the hope o f  a ttra c tin g  investments 

fro m  M iddle Eastern c o u n tr ie s . In the m id -1 9 9 0 s Turkm enistan ob ­

ta in e d  some assistance f ro m  the Islamic D e v e lo p m e n t Bank and co ­

o p e ra ted  with the O IC  o n  a number o f is su e s . H ow ever, Turk ­

m en is tan  played a very m in o r  role in the O IC  a c tiv it ie s  and did not

1 2 4 *  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  F O R  S E C U R I T Y  A N D  C O O P ER A T IO N  IN  EU R O P E (O SCE)
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su p p o rt its stand on several is s u e s .  T he partnersh ip b e tw e e n  Turk ­

m en is tan  an d  the O IC  was s t ra in e d ,  as A s h g a b a t  took a c t io n s  against 

rad ical I s l a m i c  groups and th e  u n o f f i c i a l  I s la m ic  c l e r g y  in  the 1990s 

and e a r ly  2 0 0 0 s.

O X U S . S e e  A M U  DARYA.

-  P  -

P A S T O R A L  N O M A D I S M  ( a l s o  p a s to r a l i s m ). An e c o n o m y  based on 

an im al h e rd in g  ( s h e e p , h o r s e s ,  c a ttle )  and the m o v e m e n t o f  herders 

and th e i r  fam ilies in search o f  p a s tu re s . Traditionally, th e  T u r k m e n s  

w ere e n g a g e d  in a subsis ten ce  sem ipastoral n o m ad ic  a n im a l hus­

b an d ry , ra is in g  sheep, g o a ts , c a t t le ,  and camels in th e  eco log ically  

frag ile  s te p p e s  and deserts o f  th e  G a r a g u m  and o u tsk ir ts  o f  M u r g a b  

and A m u  D a r y a  R iv e r  b asin s . T h e ir  technique, d e v e lo p e d  o v e r hun ­

d red s o f  y ea rs , utilized the u n iq u e  clim ate and land r e s o u rc e s  in their 

w a te r-sc a rc e  homeland w ith o u t d am ag in g  them. The e c o n o m y  o f  the 

so -c a lle d  horizontal pastoral n o m a d ism  was based o n  sea so n a l mi­

g ra tio n  to  the oases and river b a s in s ,  when hot su m m er s u n  destroyed 

the g ra s s .  In winter the T u rk m e n s  migrated to g y s h la g s  (w inter 

c a m p s ) . In  spring and fall th e y  m igrated back to y a z la g s  (spring 

c a m p s )  in the steppes and d e s e r ts ,  as moderate te m p e ra tu re s  and  rains 

c re a te d  m o re  grass-rich p as tu re s .

T h e  pasto ra l nomadism on  T u rk m en  land provided a  un ique e co ­

n o m i c  n ich e  for the Turkm en t r i b e s ,  as the Uzbek s e tt le rs  controlled 

oases in  the east and the K azakh trib es  controlled vast g ra s s la n d s  in the 

no rth . T h e  Turkmens often b o u g h t wheat, barley, and o a ts  from  their 

se ttled  neighbors, though they  a lso  cultivated some c ro p s . H unting  on 

the s te p p e s  was another sou rce  o f  livelihood for peo p le . A n im al hus­

b an d ry  prov ided  the Turkmen tr ib e s  both with staple fo o d  a n d  products 

fo r t r a d e  o r exchange with se ttled  neighbors or with tra d e rs  from  other 

c o u n tr ie s , w ho continued to trav e l and trade on w hat o n c e  was the 

G r e a t  S i l k  R o a d . See also  A G R IC U L T U R E ; C O L L E C T IV IZ A T IO N .

P E R E S T R O IK A  (“ r e s t r u c t u r i n g ”  in  R u s s ia n ) . A p ro g ra m  o f  politi­

ca l re fo rm s  introduced by th e  la s t Soviet leader M ik h a il G orbachev
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betw een 1985 and 1991  in o rder to reform  th e  S o v ie t system . Th is in ­

c lu d ed  political a n d  ec o n o m ic  lib era liza tio n  and  decentralization, 

abandoning the s tr ic t  ideo log ical approach to  international relations 

an d  domestic p o lic ie s ,  a n d  fighting c o r ru p tio n . In the case o f T urk ­

m enistan , p e restro ik a  le d  to the rem oval o f  th e  long-standing first 

secretary  o f the C o m m u n i s t  P a r ty  o f  T i i r k m e n  SSR (CPT) — 

M u h a m m e t n a z a r  G a p u r o v ,  significant c h a n g e s  in nationality p o l ­

icy , public d iscussion  o f  th e  Stalin-era a tro c itie s  in Turkmenistan, in ­

troduction  o f c o m p e ti t iv e  elections, and p r iv a te  entrep.eneurship. 

A m o n g  the first a c tio n s  o f  the Gorbachev ad m in is tra tio n  was a cam ­

p a ig n  of C PT’s c a d re  c h a n g e s  from the to p  to  bo ttom . In 1985 the 

K rem lin  appointed S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  to  th e  position of the first 

secretary  of the C PT .

P E R M A N E N T  N E U T R A L I T Y  P O L I C Y . In 1992  the g o v e r n m e n t

o f  Turkm enistan fo rm a lly  announced its in te n tio n  to  obtain the status 

o f  neutral state. T ak in g  in to  consideration th is  o b jec tiv e  the govern ­

m en t developed the c o n c e p t  in the f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  o f  Turkmenistan. 

T h e  United N ations o ff ic ia lly  recognized th e  perm anen t neutrality 

s ta tu s  o f Turkm enistan o n  D ecem ber 12, 1995. A cco rd in g  to neutral ­

ity  status Turkm enistan d o e s  not permit any m ili ta ry  bases or foreign 

tro o p s  on its territory , b u t it permitted h u m a n ita ria n  operations and 

hum anitarian flights to  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  and its  a llie s  during the w ar 

in  A f g h a n i s t a n  in 2001 a n d  2002. See also  F O R E IG N  POLICY.

P I P E L I N E S .  Pipelines p la y  an extrem ely im p o r ta n t  ro le  in carrying 

g a s  and oil from la n d lo c k e d  Turkm enistan to  th e  international m ar ­

k e t in Eastern and W e s te rn  E urope. The first o il  p ip e lin e , Kum D ag- 

V y sh k a  (40 k ilo m e te rs), w a s  built in the 194 0 s, a n d  it was follow ed 

b y  V ishka-K rasnovodsk  (n o w  T u r k m e n b a s h y  C ity ) .  The large gas 

p ip e lin e , M ay sk o y e -A sh g ab a t-B ezm ein , w a s  co m p le ted  in the 

19 7 0 s. Around the s a m e  tim e the T u rk m en is tan i g as fields w ere 

co n n e c te d  with R u s s i a ’s  gas-p ipeline system  th ro u g h  the pipeline 

C e n tra l Asia-Center (C A C ) .  T he CAC p ipeline c o n s is ts  o f  four sep ­
a r a te  lines.

In 1992 all the gas p ip e lin e s  came under s ta te  c o n tro l. As of 2004 

th e  coun try ’s pipelines a re  operated  by the s ta te -c o n tro lle d  concerns 

T u rk m en g as.T urkm en transgas.T urkm enneft, a n d  S ta te  Trading C or ­
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poration  (S T C ) T urkm enneftegas . Turkm engas o p e ra tes  th e  m ain  ex ­

port g a s  p ip e lin e  from D e ry a ly k  (T urkm en istan) to E u ro p e  (form er 

gas p ip e lin e s  CA C I, II, and IV ) .  T urkm entransgas o p e r a te s  the pri­

mary g a s  dom estic  pipelines a s  w e ll  as the export g as  p ip e l in e  from 

B ekdash  (Turkm enistan) to E u ro p e  (form erly  C A C -III). T u rk m en n e ft 

o p era tes  th e  K orpeje-K urt-K ui e x p o r t  gas pipeline, w h ic h  w as com ­

pleted in 1997. All these p ip e lin e s  w ere  built in the 1 9 6 0 s  an d  1970s 

and th e y  n eed  significant in v e s tm e n ts  for m aintenance a n d  updates. 

In 1997 Turkm enistan c o m p le te d  the 200-k ilo ineter g a s  pipeline 

from  K o rp e d z h e  (T urkm enistan) to  Kurd-Kui ( I r a n ) ,  w h ic h  had a 

p ro jec ted  annual capacity o f  e ig h t  b illion  cubic m ete rs . T h e re  was a 

plan to  e x te n d  this pipeline th ro u g h  Iranian territory to  th e  Persian 

G u lf o r  to  Turkey.

In th e  19 9 0 s  the T urkm enistan  g o v e r n m e n t  also c o n s id e re d  several 

new p ip e lin e  projects. This in c lu d e d  a 2 ,000-kilom eter g a s  pipeline 

from  T u rk m en istan  to a M ed ite rra n e a n  port in T urkey  th ro u g h  Iran. 

The e s t im a te d  cost of co n stru c tio n  is between U S$1.6 a n d  U S $ 2 .3  bil­

lion. T h e  projected annual c a p a c ity  o f  the pipeline is 3 0  b illio n  cubic 

m eters. H ow ever, due to the U .S .  sanctions against Ira n  th is  project 

w as p o s tp o n e d  several tim es. T h e  government a lso  co n s id e red  a

6 .5 0 0 - k ilo m e te r  gas pipeline f ro m  Turkm enistan to the P a c if ic  coastal 

p ro v in c e s  o f  China. The e s tim a te d  cost o f the project is a b o u t  US$12 

b illio n , a n d  it was abandoned a f te r  the U.S. Exxon, C h in e s e  CN PC, 

and J a p a n e s e  Mitsubishi C o rp o ra tio n  decided that it w a s  n o t feasible. 

T here  w a s  a discussion a b o u t th e  Trans-A f g h a n i s t a n  P ipe line , a

1.5 0 0 - k ilo m e te r  gas pipeline f ro m  the Turkmen city  D o v le ta b a d  to 

P ak is tan  v ia  Afghanistan (D o v le tab ad -K an d ah ar-M u ltan ). T he U.S. 

c o m p a n y  UN O CA L, South A r a b ia ’s Delta, R ussia’s G a z p ro m , Ko­

re a ’s H y u n d a i, Japan's C icko a n d  Itochu, Pakistan's C re s c e n t  Group, 

and In d o n e s ia ’s Petroleum C o n s tru c tio n  expressed in te re s t  in this 

p ro je c t, b u t it was postponed se v e ra l times due to the p o litic a l  insta ­

b ility  in  A fghanistan.

A s o f  200 4  T urkm enistan’s p ip e l in e  system in c lu d es 6 ,6 3 4  k ilo m e ­

te rs  o f  n a tu ra l  gas and 853 k i lo m e te r s  o f  oil pipelines (2 0 0 4 .  C IA  est.).

P O L I C E .  A  state-controlled a g e n c y  in charge of public sa fe ty , law  en ­

fo rc e m e n t, and investigation o f  c rim es. In the early 2 0 0 0 s  its road- 

p a tro llin g  function was transferred  to the a rm y . T urkm en istan  inherited
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from the Sov ie t e r a  a  strong police fo rce  (form erly  called m il i ts ia ) ,  

which is in charge o f  internal matters, an d  th e  N a t io n a l  S e c u r ity  M i n ­

i s t r y  (former K o m ite t  Gosudarstvennoi B e zo p a s tn o s ti  IKGB] in R u s ­

sian), which is in ch a rg e  o f the m ajor c r im in a l and other p ro b le m s  

threatening na tio n a l security . In 1991 th ey  b o th  came under the ju r i s ­

diction of the re p u b lic . T hey assumed the m a in  role in maintaining la w  

and order and p re se rv in g  the security o f  th e  s ta te  against any th reat o f  

t e r r o r is m , o rg an ized  crim e , d r u g  tra ffick in g , o r  other action from  in ­

side and outside th e  repub lic . In August 1992  Turkm enistan created i ts  

ow n national guard  o f  about 900 m en—an e l i te  troop assigned to p ro ­

tect the p r e s id e n t  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  officials a n d  som e important s ta te  

facilities. The p o lice  in Turkmenistan are su b o rd in a ted  to the M in istry  

o f  Internal Affairs ( T urkm enistanyn Iceri I s le r  M in istrlig i in T urkm en). 

It are estimated th a t th e  police force has ab o u t 30 ,000  men and w o m en  

in service, although s in c e  1991 it has su ffered  from  lack of d iscip line, 

corruption, poor tra in in g , and poor equipm ent. In 1998 President N i y a -  

z o v  ordered restru c tu rin g  the police force in o rd e r  to increase its e ffi ­

ciency and im prove its discipline. See also  A R M Y .

P O P U L A R  U P R I S I N G  O F  1 9 1 6 . One o f C e n tra l  A s ia ’s biggest p o p ­

u lar uprisings ag a in s t th e  R u s s ia n  E m p ir e  a n d  the  largest on the te r ­

rito ry  of present-day T urkm enistan . This m a s s  uprising  of K azakhs, 

K yrgyzs, T u r k m e n s ,  a n d  Uzbeks was tr ig g e re d  by  the June 1916 d e ­

c ree  on m obilization o f  250 ,000  Central A s ia n s  (w h o  were trad ition ­

a lly  exempted from  m ilita ry  service), in c lu d in g  15,000 Turkm ens 

from  Z a c a s p ia n  o b la s t .  T h ey  were to carry  o u t  w ar-related duties in 

the  unpopular w ar o f  th e  Russian Em pire a g a in s t  Germany and its 

a lly  Turkey, the g u a rd ia n  o f  the Holy P laces a n d  culturally close to 

the Turkic peoples. H o w e v e r , the uprising h ad  m u c h  deeper roots, as 

it w as also a reaction  to  econom ic depression , se izu re  o f arable land 

from  the local p o p u l a t i o n  by Russian se ttle rs , w a r  taxes, and sky ­

rocketing  food prices.

In Zacaspian o b la s t  th e  local rioters a ttack ed  R u ss ia n  settlem ents, 

adm inistrative c e n te rs , an d  gendarmerie h e a d q u a r te rs , destroying 

p roperty  and killing s e t t le r s  and local a d m in is tra to rs . In retaliation 

th e  Tsarist ad m in is tra tio n  mobilized its a rm ed  fo rc e s  and Cossack 

reg im en ts, who fo u g h t b a c k  against the r io te rs . In  late 1916 m any 

th o u sa n d s  o f T u rk m e n  fam ilies w ere f o r c e d  to  escape to
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A fg h a n is ta n  and Ira n . S o m e  r io te rs  later jo ined  th e  B a s n ia c h y  

m o v e m e n t .

P O P U L A T IO N . According to o f f ic ia l  estim ate the p o p u la tio n  in T urk ­

m en istan  w a s  about 6 ,329,000 (M a rc h  2004), up from  a b o u t  998,000 

in 1926 (c en su s)  and 1 ,516,000 in  1959 (census). H o w e v e r ,  the CIA 

e s tim a ted  the  Turkmenistan! p o p u la tio n  at about 4 ,7 7 5 ,0 0 0  in 2003 

(2003). D u rin g  the 20th ce n tu ry , T urkm enistan 's p o p u la t io n  experi ­

enced n o t  o n ly  a significant in c re a s e  in population g ro w th  ra te , but 

also c o n s id e ra b le  changes in l i te ra c y , life expectancy, e th n ic  com po ­

sition , a n d  reproduction b e h a v io r . It almost doubled b e tw e e n  1959 

and 1 9 7 9  an d  again betw een 1 9 7 9  and  2004 due to im p ro v e d  health 

and lo n g e r  life  expectancy. In  2 0 0 3  the birth rate stood a t  2 8 .0 2  births 

per 1 ,0 0 0 , w hile  the death ra te  s to o d  at 8.87 deaths p e r  1 ,0 0 0  (2004, 

C IA  e s t . ) .  Turkm enistan 's p o p u la tio n  is very young , w i th  36 .8  per ­

cent (m a le  899,954; fem ale 8 5 5 ,2 9 3 )  below the age o f  14 and just 

about 4 .1  percen t (male 7 4 ,9 5 8 ; fe m a le  120,400) ab o v e  6 5 .  A bout 65 

p e rcen t o f  m en and 61.4 p e rc e n t o f  wom en aged 15 y e a r s  an d  older 

are m a rr ie d . The population g ro w th  rate in T urkm enistan  is  1.82 per ­

cent ( 2 0 0 4 ,  C IA  est.), and if  th e  c u rren t government p ro je c te d  trend 

in fe r t i l i ty  rate and m igration re m a in s  unchanged it is e s t im a te d  that 

the p o p u la tio n  will double by  2 0 3 0 -2 0 3 5 .

T u rk m e n is ta n ’s population is unevenly d istribu ted , w ith  almost 

th re e -q u a r te rs , or 3.5 m illion, liv in g  in the A k h a l ,  M a r y ,  an d  L e b a p  

w e la y a ts . T he average p o p u la tio n  density  in the co u n try  is about 10 

p eo p le  p e r  square kilometer (3 2  p eo p le  per square m ile ) ;  h o w ever, it 

ran g es  b e tw een  40 people p e r  square  kilometer (1 0 3  p eo p le  per 

sq u are  m ile )  in the M u r g a b  R i v e r  basin to two or th re e  p eo p le  per 

sq u a re  k ilo m e te r (six or seven  p e o p le  per square m ile) in  th e  B a lk a n  

and D a s h o g u z  welayats. S o m e p a r ts  o f  the G a r a g u m  D e s e r t  are un ­

in h a b ite d  due to the shortage o f  w a te r  and harsh e n v i r o n m e n t .

S in c e  1991-1992 the re p u b lic  has experienced a m a jo r  change in 

p o p u la tio n  movements. A s ig n if ic a n t proportion o f  th e  Russian- 

s p e a k in g  population em ig ra ted , bo th  permanently a n d  tem porarily . 

T he m a jo r  destinations for m ig ra n ts  from Turkm enistan a re  R ussia . 

U k ra in e , K azak h stan , and s o m e  o th er countries. A c c o rd in g  to the 

C IA  W o r ld  Factbook . the e m ig ra tio n  rate stood at 0 .92  m ig ra n t(s )  per

1.000 p e o p le  in 2004, or ap p ro x im a te ly  35,000 to 4 0 .0 0 0  a year. In
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th e  m eantim e, a s ig n if ic a n t  num ber o f e th n ic  T u rk m e n s  immigrated 

fro m  U zbek istan  a n d  o th e r  parts of the fo rm e r  U SSR  back to their 

hom eland .

S ince independence T urkm enistan  has re m a in e d  a multinational 

c o u n try  with a very d iv e r s e  population. T h e  T u rk m e n s  make up 77 

p e rcen t of the p o p u la tio n . E thnic U zbeks, th e  second-largest ethnic 

g ro u p , make up 9.2  p e r c e n t  o f  the population; R u ss ia n s  comprise 6.7 

p e rcen t; Kazakhs ad d  a b o u t 2 percent; and v a r io u s  o ther groups to ­

g e th e r  make up the re m a in in g  5.1 percent o f  th e  population . The cu r ­

re n t ethnic structure w a s  m ainly formed d u r in g  the 20th century, 

w h e n  the R ussian  E m p i r e  and  later Soviet ad m in is tra tio n s  encour ­

a g e d  migration from  c e n tr a l  Russia, the U k ra in e , and  Caucasus.

U rbanization only p e n e tra te d  Turkm enistan! so c ie ty  gradually. In 

1999 just over 46 p e rc e n t  o f  the population l iv e d  in urban areas, up 

fro m  14 percent in 192 6  a n d  45 percent in 1 9 7 9 . T h e  country 's capi ­

ta l city , A shgabat, is h o m e  to 789,000 people (2 0 0 3 ,  official est.) o r 

13 percent of the p o p u la tio n . However, an in d e p e n d e n t Turkmen ex ­

p e r t,  Shokhrat K adyrov , e s tim a ted  this figure a t 3 5 0 ,0 0 0  people, ex ­

c lu d in g  temporary an d  s e a s o n a l workers and m ig ra n ts .

P R E S I D E N C Y  IN  T U R K M E N I S T A N .  The o f f ic e  o f  the president 

w a s  introduced in O c to b e r  1990 according to th e  am endm ents to the 

S o v ie t constitution. T h e  f irs t  president was e le c te d  by the S u p r e m e  

S o v i e t  (parliament) and  w a s  fully accountable to  it. A ccording to the 

n e w  changes in 1991 th e  p re s id e n t was elected b y  a  po p u lar vote. The 

f i r s t  post-Soviet C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k m e n is t a n  (M a y  18,1992) pro ­

v id e d  that the president sh o u ld  be a Turkm enistan! c itiz e n , at least 40 

y e a rs  o ld , but not o ld e r th a n  70 . According the  f i r s t  Constitution o f 

199 2  the president can  b e  e lec ted  to the post fo r  o n ly  tw o consecu ­

t iv e  term s of five years e a c h .  T h is condition, h o w e v e r ,  was later re ­

v o k e d  by a national re fe re n d u m .

A ccording  to the c o n s titu tio n , the president h a s  b road  authority, 

in c lu d in g  the follow ing p o w e rs ; to enact the c o n s titu tio n  and laws 

a n d  to  ensure their strict e x e c u tio n ; to manage th e  im plem entation  o f 

fo re ig n  policy, rep resen tin g  Turkm enistan in re la t io n s  w ith foreign 

g o v e rn m e n ts , to appoint a n d  recall am bassadors a n d  o th e r  diplomatic 

rep resen ta tiv es of T u rk m en is tan  in other co u n trie s  an d  in intergov­

e rn m e n ta l and international organizations, and to  a c c e p t the creden-
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tials a n d  d ep artu res  of the d ip lo m a tic  representatives o f  fo re ig n  gov ­

e rn m en ts; to  present the K h a l k  M a s l a h a t y  (P eop le’s C o u n c i l )  with 

an an n u a l rep o rt about the s ta te  o f  th e  nation and to p r o v id e  in fo rm a ­

tion a b o u t the  most im portant is s u e s  o f  dom estic and fo r e ig n  policy; 

to p re se n t fo r review and a p p ro v a l  to  the M e jl is  (P a r lia m e n t)  a  g o v ­

e r n m e n t ’s  budget and a  re p o rt o n  its utilization; an d  to  s ig n  laws. 

The p re s id e n t  also has the r ig h t to  re tu rn  laws to the M e j l i s ,  within 

two w e e k s  from  their adop tion  b y  M ejlis , with his o r  h e r  o b jections 

for a d d itio n a l discussion and v o te ;  to  schedule re fe re n d u m s  approved 

by the  K h a lk  M aslahaty, and  to  c o n v e n e  parliament a h e a d  o f  sched ­

ule; to  d e c id e  questions abou t th e  g ran ting  of T u rk m e n is ta n  c itizen ­

ship a n d  asy lum ; to grant o r d e r s  and  other state a w a rd s  o f  Turk ­

m e n is ta n , to  confer honorary, m ili ta ry , and other sp e c ia l s ta te  titles, 

ranks, a n d  distinctions; to a p p o in t  and recall, w ith  p a r lia m e n t's  

p re p a ra to ry  consent, the ch a ir o f  th e  Suprem e C ourt, th e  c h a ir  o f  the 

H igh C o m m e rc ia l Court, and th e  p ro secu to r general; to  g r a n t  pardons 

and a m n e s tie s ;  and to decide o th e r  issues ascribed to h e r  o r  his ju ris ­

d ic tio n  b y  the constitution a n d  law s. The p residen t is  a lso  the 

su p re m e  com m ander o f the a r m y ,  w ho issues o rders o f  g en e ra l or 

partia l m o b iliza tion  or use o f  th e  a rm ed  forces sub ject to  subsequen t 

ap p ro v a l o f  these actions by th e  P e o p le ’s Council, an d  w h o  appoints 

the h ig h e s t  com m anders o f th e  a rm e d  forces.

S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  w as th e  first president o f  th e  re p u b lic . He 

w as e le c te d  in 1990, and his te rm  w as extended in 1995 th ro u g h  ref­

e re n d u m  w ithou t elections. In D e c e m b e r 1999 the K h a lk  M aslahaty  

d e c la re d  h im  president for l ife . In  2002-2003 he in d ic a te d  that he 

m ig h t re s ig n  in 2010 and he m ig h t  o rder contested p re s id e n tia l  elec ­

tio n s. T h is  m ight be due to th e  fa c t  that according to th e  C onstitu tio n  

o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  the president c a n n o t be more than 70  y e a r s  old .

- Q -

Q A D I  ( a l s o  k a d i ) .  A judge, le g a l interpreter o f Is lam ic  can o n  law 

( S h a r i a h )  in Muslim co u n trie s . In the p re-R evolu tionary  Turkm en 

lan d , th e  R u s s ia n  E m p ire  a u th o r it ie s  left under the ju r is d ic t io n  of 

the u a d is  all common c rim in a l c a se s , family issues, m in o r  crim es, 

c o m m u n ity  disputes, and o th e rs .  T he Soviet au th o rities  b an n ed  the



1 3 2  •  QAZAQSTAN

q a d is  from p ra c tic in g  in the m id-1920, a lth o u g h  some surv iving 

q a d is  practiced in re m o te  areas well into th e  193 0 s.

Q A Z A Q S T A N  ( a l s o  Q a z a q s ta n  R e s p u b lik a s y ) .  S e e  K A Z A K H S T A N .

Q E R N A I .  A traditional m u s ic a l instrument th a t re sem b le s  a long w ind 

p ip e . It is often u sed  a t  p ub lic  celebrations, s u c h  as weddings, p er ­

fo rm ances o f the C e n tra l  Asian circus, c e le b ra t io n  o f  N a w ru z , o r 

com m em oration o f  th e  e n d  o f the harvest s e a s o n .  It is more com m on 

in eastern T urkm en istan  an d  among the U zb ek  com m unities.

Q U R G O N  (a lso  k u r g a n ) .  1. M an-made hill on  th e  burial place o f an ­

c ie n t warriors o r k h a n s .  2 . C ity  wall or p ro te c tiv e  w all made of m ud.

-  R -

R A I L W A Y S .  T u rk m en istan  has a railway n e tw o rk  o f  about 2.440 k ilo ­

m e te rs  (2002, CIA e s t .) ,  th e  third longest in th e  C e n tra l Asian region 

b eh in d  K a z a k h s ta n  a n d  U z b e k i s t a n .  The T u rk m e n  land was one o f  

th e  first places in the R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  w here ra ilw a y s  were built in 

th e  late 19th century. T h e  m ajo r railway track  ru n s  from  T u r k m e n -  

b a s h y  (former K ra sn o v o d sk ) to A s h g a b a t  a n d  th an  to Uzbekistan 

a n d  T a j ik is ta n . In th e  1990s an extension w a s  bu ilt from T urk ­

m en istan  to I r a n  (T ejen-S erakhs-M eshkhed  a n d  T u r k m e n a b a t -  

K erk i-K erk ich i).T he ra ilw a y s  system, which is o p e ra te d  by the state- 

co n tro lled  T urkm endem iryo lla ry , is relatively  w e ll  established and 

m ain ta ined , and it p ro v id e s  cheap and re liab le  com m unication  and 

t r a n s p o r t a t io n  betw een  th e  western and easte rn  a n d  southeastern ar ­

e a s  o f  Turkmenistan.

T h e  Turkmenistani g o v e r n m e n t  intends to  in v e s t heavily in the 

developm en t of the ra ilw a y  system  and to bu ild  m a jo r  east-w est and 

so u th -n o rth  corridors in o rd e r  to boost its t r a d e  an d  t o u r is m  w ith 

Iran  and Turkey and to  e a s e  Turkm enistan’s d e p e n d e n c e  on the ra il ­

w a y  system s of n e ig h b o rin g  K a z a k h s ta n  and  U zbek istan . In the 

1 990s Turkmenistan e x p e rie n c e d  several in te rru p tio n s  o f  its goods 

tra n s it  due to various d isag reem en ts  over fees a n d  tariffs. Several 

m ultim illion-dollar ra ilw a y  projects were in itia ted  an d  discussed by
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the T u rk m en is tan i governm ent a n d  international d o n o r o rg a n iz a tio n s  

and in d iv id u a l countries. In th e  19 9 0 s  Turkm enistan a n d  m e m b e rs  o f 

the E c o n o m ic  C o o p era tio n  O r g a n iz a t io n  discussed th e  p o ss ib ility  

o f b u ild in g  a railway that w o u ld  c o n n e c t Central A sia  w i th  th e  Per ­

sian G u lf ,  T urkey , and South A s ia .  T h e  governm ent a ls o  an n o u n c ed  

that it w o u ld  build an add itional 2 ,0 0 0  kilom eters o f  r a i lw a y s  within 

the nex t 2 0  to  30 years, but d id  n o t  p ro v id e  any sp ec if ic s  o n  th is  pro j ­

ect. H o w e v e r , the feasibility o f  a ll  th ese  projects w as n o t  v e ry  clear 

e sp ec ia lly  d u e  to the politica l in s ta b ili ty  in A f g h a n is ta n .  U n ite d  

S ta te s - im p o s e d  sanctions on I r a n ,  th e  United S ta te s - le d  w a r  against 

the T a lib a n  regim e, and fin an c ia l d ifficu ltie s  experien ced  b y  the  C en ­

tral A s ia n  R epublics after the 1 9 9 8  financial crisis in R u s s i a .

R A M A Z A N  ( a l s o  R em ezan, R a m a d a n ) .  The holy m onth  in  I s l a m  that 

co m m e m o ra te s  the revelation o f  th e  Q uran to P rophet M u h am m ad . 

D uring  R am az an  all devoted M u s lim s  should re fra in  f ro m  eating , 

d rin k in g , an d  sexual activities d u r in g  daylight hours, a n d  d e v o te  their 

bodies a n d  souls to p u rifica tion . T h e  dates o f R am azan  m o v e  from 

year to  y e a r ,  as they are d e te rm in e d  by the lunar c a le n d a r.

R O A D S .  T urkm enistan  is en d o w e d  w ith  a network o f  2 4 ,0 0 0  k ilom e ­

ters o f  p rim a ry  and secondary  ro a d s ; 19.500 k ilo m e te rs  a re  paved 

(2 0 0 4 , C IA  est.). This includes 140 kilometers o f  in te rn a tio n a l qual ­

ity e x p re s sw a y s . However, th e  ro a d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  s y s te m  is still 

u n d e rd ev e lo p ed  and of poor q u a l i ty  in western, cen tra l, a n d  northern 

T u rk m e n is ta n  (B a lk a n  and D a s h o g u z  welayats). T h e  A s h g a b a t -  

T t i r k m e n b a s h y  highway, w h ic h  connects w estern T u rk m en is tan  

w ith th e  ca p ita l, was recently  reconstru c ted . O ther s tra te g ic a lly  im­

p o rtan t h ighw ays connect A sh g a b a t with K o n e u r g e n c h  and  with 

M a r y  a n d  T u r k m e n a b a t  ( fo rm e r ly  Charjew). T here is  a  highw ay 

that c o n n e c ts  Turkmenistan w ith  I r a n .  In the early 2 0 0 0 s  th e re  were 

re p o rts  o f  completion o f the c o n s tru c tio n  of the h ig h w ay  fro m  Turk ­

m e n is ta n  through Iran to the P e rs ia n  G ulf, though th ere  w e re  no  con ­

f irm a tio n s  about commercial u s e  o f  the road.

S in c e  the early 1990s th e  T urkm enistan i g o v e r n m e n t  has in­

v es ted  h ea v ily  in expansion o r  reconstruction  o f  its ro a d  n e tw o rk . In 

the 1 9 9 0 s , due to new in v e s tm e n ts  and  a rapidly g ro w in g  n u m b er of 

p r iv a te ly  ow ned cars, the q u a lity  o f  the roads in the c a p ita l  and  other
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m a jo r cities began  to  im p ro v e . W ithin th e  n e x t  decade the Turk- 

m en istan i g o v ern m en t a lso  p lans to invest in  bu ild ing  new m otor 

ro a d s  to A f g h a n i s t a n ,  in  o rd e r to ease its d e p e n d e n c e  on the trans ­

po rta tio n  netw ork o f  n e ig h b o rin g  C entral A s ia n  countries and to 

p ro m o te  t r a d e  and t o u r i s m  with Iran and a lo n g  the ancient G r e a t  

S i l k  R o a d .

A  total of around 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  motor vehicles w e re  registered in Turk ­

m enistan  in the 1990s (u p  from  about 170,000 in 1988). In the mid- 

1990s Turkmenistan b e g a n  importing cars from  W estern  countries and 

so m e Asian countries to  rep lace  the aging fleet o f  R ussian-m ade cars, 

a lthough  the Russian c a rs  still dominate the m a rk e t,  and car ownership 

rem ain s quite low. By 2 0 0 4  m ost o f the high-end h o te ls  in Turkmenistan 

beg an  offering car ren ta l serv ices to foreign to u ris ts  and adventurers.

R U K H N A M A  (fr o m  R u k h — “ s p ir it” ). A book w ritten  by President 

S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  b e tw e en  1997 and 2001 a n d  publicly presented 

in  late 2001. The book co n s is ts  o f five chapters a n d  presents his views 

o n  the Turkmen nation, th e  origin of T u r k m e n s  a n d  Turkmen history, 

T u rk m en  statehood, and  th e  spiritual values o f  th e  n a tio n . The style and 

co n ten t o f the book in so m e  degree replicates a p o p u la r  Central Asian 

g en re  o f  traditional ex h o rta tio n s  that were cu s to m arily  prepared by the 

w ise  rulers (k h a n s) o f the  m edieval Central Asian k h an a te s  (e.g .,K abiis- 

n a m e , etc.). The g o v e r n m e n t  o f Turkm enistan sponsored several 

rep rin ts  o f the book and its translation into R ussian. E n g lish , and several 

o th e r  languages. The b o o k  w as introduced into all cu rricu la  in schools 

a n d  universities in the c o u n try  to be studied by y o u n g  people. The quotes 

f ro m  the book are regularly  reprinted in all m a s s  m e d i a  outlets, includ­

in g  national newspapers, a n d  cited  on the national T V . T he government 

d ec la red  the 12th o f S ep tem b er Rukhanama Day in th e  country. In Sep ­

te m b e r  2004 the second v o lu m e  o f  the Rukhnama b o o k  w as published 

in Turkmenistan and p re sen ted  to public. An E ng lish  translation of the 

b o o k  w as published both in a  hard-copy format and  o n  the Internet.

R U S S I A  (o ffic ia l n a m e  R u s s ia n  Federation). T h is  c o u n try  is located 

n o r th  o f  Turkm enistan a n d  separated  from T u rk m e n is ta n  by K a z a ­

k h s t a n  and the C a s p ia n  S e a .  R ussia 's population w a s  estim ated at 

a b o u t  144.526,300 (2 0 0 3 , C IA  est.). Russians a c c o u n t fo r 81.5 per ­

c e n t  o f  the population, T a ta rs  about 3.8 percent, U k ra in ia n s  about 3
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percent, C h u v a sh  about 0.8 p e r c e n t ,  and  others ab o u t 1 0 .8  percent. 

A cco rd ing  to  official es tim a te s  a b o u t 150,000 to 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  ethn ic 

T u r k m e n s  (including tem p o rary  w o rk e rs  and studen ts) l iv e d  in R us ­

sia, m a in ly  in R ussia’s central r e g io n s  and southern p ro v in c e s  (2004, 

est.). A b o u t 200,000 people (m a in ly  Russians and U k ra in ia n s )  have 

m oved f ro m  Turkm enistan to th e  R u ss ia n  Federation s in c e  1991. The 

ethnic R u ss ia n  p o p u la t io n  in T u rk m en is tan  was e s t im a te d  a t about 

6.7 o r  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  in 2003 (2 0 0 3 , C IA  est.), although in d e p e n d e n t  ex ­

perts b e l ie v e  that there are o n ly  a b o u t  100,000 R u ss ian s  le f t  in  T urk ­

m en istan .

R u ss ia  an d  Turkmenistan h a v e  m ain tained  close p o li t ic a l  relations 

since 1 9 9 1 , as President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  jo in ed  th e  R ussia -led  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  (CIS) and in i t ia te d  a  series 

o f b ila te ra l  agreem ents. R u ss ia  a n d  Turkm enistan w e re  a m o n g  the 

first C IS  m em bers to sign the D u a l  C i t iz e n s h ip  T r e a t y  in  1993 (re ­

voked in  2003). Yet, R ussia a n d  Turkm enistan a lo n g  w ith  other 

C asp ian  S e a  basin countries w e re  deadlocked in d isp u te s  o v e r  the de ­

lim ita tio n  o f  the Caspian s e a b e d . S ince 1991 R ussia  h a s  rem ained 

am ong  T urkm en istan ’s top f iv e  trad ing  partners. T u rk m e n is ta n ’s 

t r a d e  w ith  R ussia fluctuated w id e ly  and was estim ated  a t  a b o u t 10 to 

15 p e rc e n t  o f  its total foreign t r a d e  in 2004. T u rk m en is tan  exported 

to R u s s ia  g o o d s and s e r v ic e s ,  m a in ly  products o f  its a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

natura l re so u rces , including g a s  a n d  o i l ,  and im ported v a r io u s  goods 

and s e rv ic e s ,  including m ach in e ry , m ilitary equipm ent, a n d  consum er 

g o o d s . In  2003-2004 Russia p ro v id e d  substantial m ili ta ry  assistance 

and s o ld  m ilitary  equipment to  th e  Turkm enistan A r m y .

In 2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 3  T urkm en-R ussian  relations becam e s tr a in e d .  Turk ­

m e n is ta n  accused Turkmen o p p o s itio n  groups and re p re se n ta tiv e s  of 

T u rk m en is tan i diasporas that h a d  se ttled  mainly in M o s c o w  and  Saint 

P e te rsb u rg  o f  plotting an a ssa ss in a tio n  attempt on the life  o f  president 

S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov.

R U S S I A N  E M P IR E  (also  c a l l e d  t h e  Tsarist E m p ire ). T h e  nam e of 

the R u s s ia n  state from 1721, w h e n  the Russian Tsar a c c e p te d  the ti­

tle o f  em p ero r. Russia began a d v a n c in g  to the east a n d  so u th e a s t of 

M o sc o w  in the 16th century, a c q u ir in g  the Kazan and th e n  A strakhan. 

P e ter th e  G reat sent a large e x p e d itio n  through the T u rk m e n  land to 

the K h i v a  K h a n a te  in the e a r ly  18th century, but the e x p e d it io n  was

R U S S IA N  E M P I R E  •  1 3 5



1 3 6  •  SEITA KO V , BEK I ( 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 7 9 )

u ltim ate ly  destroyed  a n d  its remaining m e m b e rs  w ere sold in the 

s lav e  bazaars in K h iv a  and  B u k h a r a .  T h e  T sard o m  annexed the 

K azakhs Kichi J u z  (L i t t le  Horde) in 1731 an d  s te a d ily  began m oving 

to w ard  Central A sia  in  th e  18th and 19th c e n tu ry . By the 1870s m ost 

o f  the territory that b e c a m e  later Central A s ia n  Republics was ac ­

q u ire d  by the em p ire , a n d  m ost of the C entral A s ia n  people were d e ­

c la re d  the subjects o f  th e  em peror. In February  1917  the Russian E m ­

p ire  w as abolished a n d  d e c la re d  a republic. S e e  a ls o  RUSSIA.

- S -

S E I T A K O V , B E K I  ( 1 9 1 4 — 1 9 7 9 ) .  Turkmen w rite r  an d  publicist. B om  

in  the remote village o f  B ed irk en t (now in D a s h o g u z  W ela ya t),  Beki 

S e itak o v  graduated fro m  a  co llege in D a s h o g u z  in  1931 and from the 

P edagog ica l Institute in 1944. He started h is w r it in g  career in the 

m id -1 9 3 0 s  and p u b lish ed  h is  first short sto ries , p o e m s , and articles. 

In  1938 he published h is  p o em  Ayaz-Khan, w h ic h  b ro u g h t him wide 

reco g n itio n . Between 1 9 3 9  and 1941 he p u b lish ed  several short sto ­

r ie s  and novels about th e  c iv il w ar in T u rk m en is tan . In 1949 he was 

ap p o in te d  as an e d ito r- in -c h ie f  o f  the M ydam  T a y a r  new spaper. Be­

tw e e n  1958 and 1972 h e  published his m o n u m e n ta l four-volume 

n o v e l  D oganlar  (B ro th e rs ) . F rom  1955 to 1962 h e  w as  the executive 

se c re ta ry  and from 1962 to  1965 the chairman o f  th e  U n io n  o f  W r it ­

e r s  o f  T u r k m e n is ta n .

S eitakov  played an im p o rta n t role in the c o u n try ’s intellectual and 

li te ra ry  discourse in the 1 9 6 0 s  and 1970s. He a u th o re d  several books, 

n u m e ro u s  short sto ries, a n d  articles mainly in th e  T i ir k m e n  la n ­

g u a g e .  becoming one o f  th e  m ost influential T u rk m e n  writers in the 

c o u n try  in the 1970s. S e v e ra l o f his novels w ere tra n s la te d  into Rus ­

s ia n  and  other languages o f  the  Soviet Union. H e  w a s  awarded the 

M a g t y m g u l y  State P re m iu m  in 1966 and was e le c te d  a  member o f 

th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s  o f  T u r k m e n is ta n  in 1 9 6 9 .

S E R V I C E S .  Turkm enistan’s serv ice  sector was t ig h tly  contro lled by 

th e  s ta te  during the Soviet e r a ,  and was significantly  underdeveloped. 

In  th e  1990s T urkm enistan’s g o v e r n m e n t  m ade c o n s id e ra b le  efforts 

to  d e reg u la te  this sector, fo c u s in g  on privatization o f  re ta il and hos-
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pitality b u s in e sse s  and on re fo rm in g  financial serv ices . In  2001 the 

service s e c to r  generated up to  2 0 .5  percent o f the g ro s s  d o m estic  

product (2 0 0 4 , World Bank e s t .) .

The m o s t  significant c h a n g e s  w ere  introduced in  f in a n c e  and 

b a n k in g  se rv ic es . The m o n o p o ly  o f  the state bank w as b ro k e n ,  and 

co m m erc ia l banks were a llo w e d  in . A new banking la w  w a s  in tro ­

duced in  1992 and the g o v e rn m e n t ca rried  out financial re s tru c tu r in g  

with a s s is ta n c e  from the E u ro p e a n  B ank for R eco n stru c tio n  an d  D e ­

v e lo p m en t (E B R D ) and o th ers . B y  the early 2000s m o s t o f  the  pri ­

vate b a n k s  began  to offer basic  s e rv ic e s  to the local p o p u l a t i o n ,  ex ­

p a tria te s , an d  private b u s in e sse s , such  as currency e x c h a n g e  and 

m oney tra n s fe rs . Some banks h a v e  begun issuing deb it c a r d s  and  ac ­

cep ting  m a jo r  credit cards an d  tr a v e le r 's  checks. H o w e v e r , banking 

serv ices a re  mainly available in  th e  capital A s h g a b a t  a n d  in som e 

large c i t i e s ,  w hile outside the m e tro p o lita n  area most o f  th e  t r a d e  and 

b u sin ess  is  conducted in cash . T h e  m a n a t,  the national c u rre n c y , is 

still n o t fu lly  convertible (as o f  2 0 0 4 )  and this is re flec ted  in  m ultiple 

cu rren cy  ex ch an g e  rates.

A c c o rd in g  to Western s ta n d a rd s , the retail sector is r e la t iv e ly  well 

d e v e lo p e d  in Ashgabat and in m a jo r  cities, and consists o f  num erous 

sm all o rien ta l-s ty le  shops and re s ta u ran ts  com plim ented b y  several 

large W este rn -sty le  departm ent s to re s .  In addition, sm all a n d  large tra ­

d itional o p en  markets—b a za a rs  an d  tolkuchkas— o ffe r a  varie ty  of 

im p o rted  an d  local products at re la tiv e ly  competitive p r ic e s .  T h e  retail 

sector is  s till significantly u n d erd ev e lo p ed  outside A k h a l .  M a r y ,  and 

L e b a p  w e la y a ts , especially in th e  ru ral areas. The n o to rio u s  defic it of 

c o n su m e r goods and long lin es , w h ich  plagued the c o u n try  in the late 

1980s a n d  early  1990s, have p ra c tic a lly  disappeared. H o w e v e r , there 

is s tr ic t s ta te  control over the  e x p o rt o f  certain item s fro m  Turk ­

m e n is ta n , such as traditional h is to r ic  c a r p e ts ,  antiques, a n d  o thers.

In th e  1990s the governm ent a ls o  m ade considerable e f fo r ts  to pro ­

m ote th e  t o u r i s m  and h o sp ita lity  secto r and directed s ig n if ic a n t in ­

v e s tm e n ts  into building W este rn -sty le  and prestigious h o te ls  and  into 

re n o v a tin g  several resorts. T h re e -  and four-star hotels w e re  built in 

A sh g a b a t and in every w elayat c e n te r . The Committee o f  T o u rism  and 

S ports a lso  promotes adven ture tourism , highlighting th e  relatively  

secure environm ent in the c o u n try , magnificent a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m onu ­

m en ts , a n d  low crime rate (c o m p a re d  to some neighboring  countries).
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S H A R I A H  (a ls o  s h e r i g a t  i n  T u r k m e n ) .  T he h o ly  law  o f I s la m  prac ­

t ic e d  in M uslim s o c ie t ie s .  It is based on f o u r  fundamentals: the 

Q u ran ; the Hadith ( S u n n a ) — the recorded s to ry  o f  the life and deeds 

o f  Prophet M uham m ad; th e  Ijm a—the u n iv e rsa l decisions agreed by 

Is lam ic  scholars; an d  th e  Q iy a —legal p re c e d e n t.  T he Shariah im ­

p o se s  a strict reg u la tio n  o f  the public and p r iv a te  aspects of life ac ­

c o rd in g  to divine re v e la t io n . In some c o u n tr ie s ,  such  as I r a n  and 

S au d i Arabia, the S h a r ia h  is used as the fo u n d a tio n  o f  all legal prac ­

t ic e s . The Shariah w as p ra c tic e d  among C en tra l A s ia n s , including the 

T u r k m e n s ,  until 1 9 2 4 -1 9 2 6 , and it was g u id e d  by the qadis  and 

sh e ik h s . The Soviet a u th o r it ie s  banned the S h a r ia h  courts in Turk ­

m en is tan  in the m id- 1 9 2 0 s . In the 1990s som e Is la m ic  activists called 

fo r  the restoration o f  S h a r ia h  courts, but the id e a  d id  not receive sup ­

p o r t  from  the g o v e r n m e n t  o r general public. S e e  a lso  ISLAM; O F ­

F IC IA L  MUSLIM C L E R G Y .

S H E E P .  For centuries s h e e p  breeding, e s p e c ia l ly  highly valued 

k a r a k u l  (astrakhan fu r) s h e e p , was one o f the m o s t  im portant pillars 

o f  econom ic activ ities f o r  Turkm en society. T rad itio n a lly , farmers 

s o ld  o r exchanged the k a ra k u l wool and sh ee p sk in  fo r  various indus­

t r ia l  goods. Lamb m eat is  v ery  popular in the T u rk m en is tan i national 

c u is in e , in such w e ll-lik ed  d ish es as kebab  and  p i la v .  Sheep owner­

s h ip  has long been a sy m b o l o f prosperity a n d  w ealth  in Turk ­

m en is ta n i society. By th e  b eg inn ing  of the 20 th  c e n tu ry  most of the 

s h e e p  herds were c o n c e n tra te d  in the hands o f  b a i s , k h a n s ,  and rich 

fa rm e rs ,  while poor fa m ilie s  often had none. T h e r e  w ere approxi­

m a te ly  4.5 million sheep  a n d  goats in 1916 in th e  te rr ito ry  of present- 

d a y  Turkm enistan. In th e  1920s the Soviet a u th o r it ie s  carried out a 

s e r ie s  o f  a g r ic u lt u r a l  re fo rm s  and confiscated s h e e p  from  rich bais 

a n d  k hans, and then d is tr ib u te d  them among p o o r  fa rm e rs , but in the 

19 3 0 s  they brought sh e e p  h erd ers  into k o lk h o z e s  an d  so v k h o ze s  to 

r a is e  these animals on a  la rg e r  scale. According to  th e  N a t io n a l  S t a ­

t i s t i c a l  I n s t i tu te  the to ta l n u m b er of sheep an d  g o a ts  reached ap ­

p ro x im a te ly  5.4 m illion in 1990, up from about 4 .5  m illion  in 1981 

a n d  2.5 million in 1941. T urkm enistan  was one o f  the  biggest pro ­

d u c e r s  o f  karakul wool in th e  form er USSR.

T h e  Turkmen farm ers w e re  successful in p ro d u c in g  a local breed 

o f  k a rak u l sheep. T hese sh e e p  yield from eight to  16 kilogram s o f
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wool, an d  th e ir  fleece is about 7 .5  to  10 cen tim eters lo n g . T h e  sheep  

are well a d a p te d  to the ex tre m e ly  d ry  pastures.

S ince th e  early  1990s the g o v e r n m e n t  has gradually  re fo rm e d  the 

a g r i c u l tu r a l  sec to r and a llo w ed  p r iv a te  in itiatives in a n im a l  b reed ­

ing. T he n u m b e r  o f  sheep g rew  to  approx im ately  10 to  11 m illio n  in 

2004 (o f f ic ia l  est.), although in d e p e n d e n t  experts c la im  th a t  the real 

figure w a s  p robab ly  slightly s m a lle r .

S H E J E R E  (S a ja re , S h a zh ere ). 1 . A  genealogical tree  o f  a  fam ily, 

which e v e ry  m ale Turkmen m u s t  k n o w  by heart. A tra d it io n a l  re ­

q u irem en t is  to  know ancestors u p  to  seven generations. 2 .  A  g en ea l ­

ogy o f  th e  t r i b a l  com position a m o n g  T u r k m e n s .  K a z a k h s , an d  o ther 

nom adic g ro u p s . After 1991 a c a d e m ic  and general r e s e a rc h  on the 

sh e jeres  o f  the Turkm ens, e s p e c ia l ly  genealogy and tr ib a l affilia tio n  

o f  m a jo r  po litic ians, becam e v e ry  pop u lar and a n u m b e r  o f  books, 

p o sters, a n d  leaflets on this is s u e  w ere  published in T u rk m e n is ta n . 

See a ls o  T R IB E S .

S H I K H M U R A D O V , B O R I S  O R A Z O V I C H  ( 1 9 4 9 -  ) .  T urkm en  

po litic ian  and  diplomat. B om  in  A s h g a b a t .  Boris S h ik h m u ra d o v  

g rad u a ted  from  the Faculty o f  Jo u rn a lism  of the M o sco w  S ta te  U ni ­

versity  ( R u s s i a )  in 1971 and fro m  th e  Diplomatic A c a d e m y  u n d er the 

M in istry  o f  Foreign Affairs o f  th e  USSR (M oscow ) in  1986. He 

started  h is  ca reer as a foreign co rresp o n d en t w orking fo r  th e  Soviet 

central governm ent-controlled n e w s  agency in 1971. In  1991 he re ­

tu rned  to  Turkm enistan and w as ap p o in ted  deputy m in is te r  f o r  foreign 

affairs a n d  in 1992 he was p ro m o te d  to the position o f  f ir s t  deputy 

m in is te r fo r  foreign affairs. F ro m  1993 to 1995 he w as d e p u ty  chair ­

m an o f  th e  C abinet of M inisters. In  1995 he was ap p o in ted  m in is te r of 

fo re ign  a ffa irs . Shikhmuradov p la y e d  a central role in fo rm in g  and im ­

p le m e n tin g  Turkm enistan’s fo re ig n  policy in the 1990s.

In J u ly  2000  Shikhm uradov w a s  suddenly dism issed f ro m  th is post 

and w a s  appointed am bassador a t  large. In M arch 2001 h e  w as ap ­

p o in ted  am bassador ex trao rd inary  and  plenipotentiary to  th e  P eo p le’s 

R e p u b lic  o f  China, but in a fe w  m o n th s  publicly c r it ic iz e d  President 

S a p a r m u r a t  N iyazov and d e fe c te d  to the political o p p o s it io n  and 

b ec am e  o n e  o f  the most p ro m in e n t figures among the T u rk m e n  op ­

p o s itio n  in exile. In D ecem ber 2 0 0 2  Shikhmuradov w as  a r re s te d  and
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w a s  accused o f m a s te rm in d in g  an assass ina tion  a ttem p t on the life o f  

th e  p re s id en t in N o v e m b e r  2002 . He was s e n te n c e d  to life im prison ­

m en t. Several in te rn a tio n a l organizations d e c la re d  the trial was un ­

fa ir , protested the c o u r t  procedure, and d e m a n d e d  his release from 

p riso n . He now h as  th e  rank of a m b a ssa d o r extraordinary and 

plenipotentiary. S h ik h m u ra d o v  authored n u m e ro u s  articles and pub ­

lic  speeches. In 2003 th e  T urkm en authorities p u b lish e d  a book about 

th e  p lo t to assassinate th e  president, w hich S h ik h m u rad o v  allegedly 

w ro te  while in prison .

S K O B E L E V , M I K H A I L  ( 1 8 4 3 - 1 8 8 2 ) .  As c o m m a n d e r  o f  the R u s s ia n  

E m p i r e ’s  troops in C e n tra l  A sia, he played an  im p o rta n t role in con ­

q u e r in g  the Turkm en la n d . M ikhail Skobelev g ra d u a te d  from the m il ­

ita ry  college in Saint P e te rsb u rg . At the age o f  2 5  he began his m ili ­

ta ry  career in T t i r k i s t a n  and Caucasus. F ro m  1873 to 1876 he 

p a rtic ip a ted  in sev e ra l m ilita ry  expeditions a g a in s t  the K h iv a  

K h a n a t e  and K okand K h a n a te  as field o fficer a n d  as an intelligence 

o ff ic e r. He was ac k n o w led g ed  among solders a n d  the  general public 

in R u s s ia  for his e x c e p tio n a l knowledge o f the T u rk is ta n i culture and 

m ilita ry  tactics in the C e n tra l Asian en v iro n m e n t and for personal 

b ra v ery . Skobelev w as p ro m o ted  to the rank o f  m ajor-general and 

w a s  appointed the first g o v e rn o r  o f the F ergana d is tr ic t  o f  the T u r k -  

i s t a n  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l s h i p .  In 1877-1878 he  a ls o  took part in the 

R ussian-T urkish war in th e  B alkans. In 1880 an d  1881 he led Russian 

tro o p s  against the G e o k - T e p e  fortress. He d e fe a te d  the irregular 

a rm y  o f  T u r k m e n s  f ro m  th e  Teke tribe and c a p tu re d  Geok-Tepe, 

A sk a b a d  (now A s h g a b a t ) ,  and  som e other s e tt le m e n ts . However, the 

c ru e lty  o f  his troops, w h o  slaughtered the d e fe n d e rs  o f  Geok-Tepe. 

in c lu d in g  women, c h ild re n , and elders, led to a p u b lic  outcry, and he 

w a s  recalled from T u rk is ta n  in 1881. He d ied  in  1882, reportedly 

f ro m  a heart attack.

S O V K H O Z  (p lu ra l in  R u s s i a n  so vk h o zy ).  This s ta n d s  fo r the Russian 

te rm  sovetskoye k h o z y a is tv o , o r  Soviet farm. T he f i r s t  sovkhozes  were 

e s ta b lish e d  across the S o v ie t  U nion in the 1920s. In  1929 there were 

s e v e ra l sovkhozes in T u rk m en is tan , but their n u m b e r  grew  to 56 in 

1 9 7 5 . They were e s ta b l is h e d  to com p lem en t k o l k h o z e s .  The 

s o v k h o z e s  and kolkhozes  d o m in a ted  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector, pro-
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duc ing  m o s t  o f  the agricu ltu ral p ro d u c ts  in the co u n try , a s  the indi­

vidual o w n e rsh ip  of land w as b a n n e d ,  and peasants c o u ld  private ly  

cu ltiv a te  o n ly  very sm all p lo ts .  T he major d if fe re n c e  betw een 

k o lk h o ze s  and  sovkhozes w as th a t  the property o f  s o v k h o z e s , equ ip ­

m ent a n d  lan d , belonged to th e  s ta te  and not to the m e m b e r s  o f  the 

farm s. T h e  sovkhozes  were o f te n  estab lished  to p ro d u c e  ag ricu ltu ra l 

p ro d u c ts  in large quantities, e s p e c ia l ly  c o t t o n ,  v eg e ta b le s , a n d  grains. 

A c c o rd in g  to  the P residential D ecree  on R efo rm in g  C ollective  

F arm s, S ta te  Farms and O th e r  A gricultural E n te rp r ise s  in Turk ­

m en is tan  (M arch  1994); the L a w  on Farmers A s so c ia tio n s  (June 

1995); a n d  the Law on P riv a te  F arm in g  most o f  th e  s o v k h o z e s  in 

T u rk m e n is ta n  were reorgan ized  in to  commercial a g r ic u ltu ra l  associ ­

a tio n s. S e e  a lso  C O L L E C T IV IZ A T IO N .

S T A T E  D E L I M I T A T I O N  O F  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6 .  A program  o f  th e  Soviet 

g o v e r n m e n t  to divide the e th n ic a lly  diverse C entral A s ia n  region 

into s e v e ra l  national entities. T h e s e  nation-state en titie s  w e re  created 

a long  a  re la tiv e ly  vague e th n ic  l in e , as the Soviet le a d e rs  b o th  in the 

K re m lin  and  in the region r e je c te d  the idea o f  c re a t in g  a  Central 

A sian fed era tio n  or pan-T urk ic  rep u b lic . The T u r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o ­

c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  was e s ta b lish e d  in 1924. It took, h o w e v e r ,  alm ost 

tw o y e a r s ,  from  1924 to 1926, b e fo re  the territorial d e lim ita tio n  was 

c o m p le te d  in ethnically m ix ed  a re a s . This included th e  p a r ts  o f  the 

fo rm e r B u k h a r a  E m ir a te  an d  K h i v a  K h a n a te  ( B u k h a r a  P e o p l e ’s 

S o v i e t  R e p u b l i c  and K h o r e z m  P e o p le ’s  S o v ie t  R e p u b l i c  since 

1920), w h ich  were divided b e tw e e n  T a j ik is ta n , T u rk m e n is ta n , and 

U z b e k i s t a n .

S T R A T E G Y  F O R  S O C I A L - E C O N O M I C  C H A N G E S  I N  T U R K ­

M E N I S T A N  U N T IL  2 0 1 0  P R O G R A M  (a lso  c a l l e d  P r o g r a m  fo r  

F i r s t  T e n  Y e a r s  o f  th e  G o l d e n  A g e ) .  This is the seco n d  co m p reh en ­

sive p ro g ra m  o f social and e c o n o m ic  developm ent o f  T u rk m en istan  

that w a s  introduced in 1999. T h e  program  prioritized fo u r  m ajo r sec ­

to rs f o r  developm ent: e c o n o m ic , so c ia l, ecological, a n d  food-supply  

se c u rity . According to the g o v e r n m e n t  publication T u rkm en ista n , 

v o z r o z h d e n y i geniem ve liko g o  Turkm enbashy  (T u rk m e n is ta n , resur­

re c ted  b y  the Genius o f G reat T urkm enbashy) in the e c o n o m ic  sphere 

the p ro g ra m  envisioned the in c re a s e  o f  gross dom estic p ro d u c t  by 6.2
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tim e s  between 200 0  a n d  2010 . A ccording to  th e  government, the 

m ain  driving force o f  th e  rap id  economic d e v e lo p m e n t would be the 

ex traction  and ex p o rt o f  g a s  and o il, as the T u rk m en is tan ! authorities 

p lan n ed  to increase g a s  ex traction  from 38 b il l io n  cubic meters in 

2 0 0 0  to 120 billion c u b ic  m eters in 2010 , an d  o i l  extraction from 10 

m illio n  tons in 2000 to  4 8  m illion tons in 2 0 1 0  (2 0 0 4 , official est.). 

In  o rd e r to achieve s u c h  a  h igh  economic g ro w th  ra te , the govern ­

m e n t also intended to  in v e s t  in building a n u m b e r  o f  new in d u s tr ia l  

en terp rises , nam ely p e tro c h e m ic a l, food p ro c e s s in g , textile, garm ent, 

a n d  som e other fa c to rie s .

In the  social sec to r  th e  program  en v isio n ed  im p ro v in g  the social 

w e lfa re  system , so c ia l co n d itio n s  o f the p o p u l a t i o n ,  and living 

s ta n d a rd s , including r a is in g  the average life e x p e c ta n c y  from 65.4 

y e a rs  in 2000 to 7 1 .4  y ea rs  in 2010, a v e ra g e  incom es from  

U S $ 4 ,2 7 3  in 2000 to  U S $ 1 4 ,7 8 1  in 2010, a n d  increasin g  the total 

T urkm enistan! p o p u la tio n  to  8.75 million p e o p le  b y  2010. This p ro ­

g ra m  provided that th e  s ta te  w ould m aintain la rg e  expenditures for 

th e  social welfare s y s te m  — including free g a s ,  w a te r , and electric ­

i ty , and  free e d u c a t i o n  — th at would be fu n d e d  by expected in ­

c r e a s in g  revenue from  g a s  and  oil exports to in te rn a tio n a l m arkets. 

In  th e  ecological sp h e re  th e  governm ent in te n d e d  to  stop desertifi ­

c a tio n  and salinization o f  s tep p es  and arable l a n d ,  to  create several 

la rg e  w ater reservoirs in  th e  G a r a g u m  D e s s e r t ,  to  contain e n v i ­

r o n m e n t a l  problem s, a n d  to  introduce som e o th e r  m easures. In o r ­

d e r  to  achieve the fo o d -su p p ly  security o f  T u rk m e n is ta n , the g ov ­

e rn m e n t sought to d o u b le  the production o f  g ra in , triple the 

p ro d u c tio n  of rice an d  v e g e ta b le s , and in c re ase  th e  production o f  

c o t t o n  by about 1.5 t im e s  b e tw een  2000 and 2 0 1 0 .  T h ere  were also 

p la n s  to  conduct fu r th e r  re fo rm s  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector and to 

a t t r a c t  international in v e s to rs  and new s k ill- in te n s iv e  agricultural 

te ch n o lo g ie s . There w e re  a lso  plans to c re a te  la rg e  reserves o f  

d r in k a b le  fresh w ater b y  ta k in g  more w ater f ro m  th e  A m u  D a r y a  

R i v e r ,  by increasing th e  c a p a c ity  of the G a r a g u m  C a n a l ,  and by 

c r e a t in g  facilities to d is t i l l  th e  salt water o f th e  C a s p i a n  S e a . S e e  

a l s o  T E N  YEARS O F  S T A B IL IT Y  PR O G R A M .

S U F I S M  ( a ls o  k n o w n  a s  ta s a w w u f) .  Mystical m o v e m e n t in I s la m  that 

e m p h a s iz e s  the deve lo p m en t o f  a personal sp ir itu a lity  and  an internal
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co m p reh en s io n  o f  divinity. M o s t sc h o la rs  trace the b e g in n in g  o f  Su ­

fism to  th e  seventh or eighth  c e n tu ry  a .d ., though th e re  a re  som e 

d isag re em en ts  about more p re c is e  d a tin g . Through the f i r s t  fiv e  cen ­

turies a f te r  its establishm ent, S u f is m  developed into s e v e ra l  d is tin c ­

tive o rd e rs  o r  tariqats. Som e o f  th e  influential ta r iq a ts  o r ig in a te d  in 

C entral A s ia ,  including N a k h sh b a n d ia , Kubrawiya, Y a sa w iy a , and 

others. S u fi  sheikhs (scholars a n d  spiritual leaders), m u r id s  (stu ­

dents), a n d  dervishes (m em b ers  o f  a Sufi fraternity) p la y e d  an im ­

portant ro le  in spreading Islam  a m o n g  nomads and p a s to ra l  nom ads 

o f C e n tra l A sia , including K a z a k h s  and  T u r k m e n s .

S U P R E M E  S O V I E T  (lo k a ry  K e n g e s h  in  T u r k m e n ; V e r k h o v n y i  S o ve t  

in  R u s s i a n ) .  A unicameral p a r lia m e n t elected for a fo u r-y e a r term  dur­

ing the S o v ie t era. Conventionally, th e  Supreme Soviet had  tw o  sessions 

a year. T h e re  was some am bigu ity  in the usage of this term : th e  Russian 

language m a s s  m e d ia  used the te rm  Verkhovnyi Sove t (S u p re m e  So­

viet), w h ile  the T U rk m en  l a n g u a g e  mass media used th e  Turkm en 

tra n s la tio n — lokary Soveti o r lo k a r y  Kengesh. The la s t Soviet-era 

S uprem e S ov ie t was elected in 1990 . The 1992 C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T u r k ­

m e n i s t a n  significantly changed th e  electoral law, and in 1994 a new 

un icam era l parliament replaced th e  Supreme Soviet, w h ic h  w as re­

nam ed th e  M ejlis.T his name is p re sen tly  used in both the T u rk m en  and 

R ussian  languages.

- T  -

TA IPA . A  term  used in Turkm enistan to  refer to a tr ib e  or trib a l un it, which 

stem s fro m  common ancestry. T raditionally  it is custom ary  am ong  the 

T u r k m e n s  to remember all th e ir ancestors up to seven g en e ra tio n s .

T A J I K I S T A N  (o ff ic ia l  n a m e  J u m h u r i i  Tojik is ton  o r  T o j i k i s t o n ) .  The

re p u b lic  is located southeast o f  Turkm enistan. T a jik is ta n  has no 

c o m m o n  borders with T u rk m en is tan  and they are s e p a ra te d  by  a  strip 

o f  U z b e k i s t a n ’s  territory. T a jik is ta n  occupies an a re a  o f  143,100 

sq u are  k ilom eters, making T a jik is ta n  the smallest state  in  th e  region. 

Its p o p u la tio n  was estim ated a t  ab o u t 6.8 million (2 0 0 4 ,  C IA  est.), 

m ak in g  it the third most p o p u lo u s  state in Central A s ia . T h e  Tajiks,
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w ho speak a P ers ian  d ia le c t,  unlike o ther C e n tra l  Asian people, a c ­

co u n t for 68 percen t o f  th e  population, U z b ek s  a b o u t 25 percent, R u s ­

s ians about 2.5 p e r c e n t ,  and  others about 4 .5  p e rcen t. A small co m ­

m unity  of T u r k m e n s  l iv e s  in Tajikistan.

During the 19th c e n tu ry  the territory o f  m o d e m  Tajikistan w as 

contested  by the B u k h a r a  E m ir a te  and K o k a n d  K h a n a te  and  

A f g h a n i s t a n ’s  ru le rs . T h is  land was am ong th e  la s t Central Asian te r ­

rito ries  in which th e  R u s s i a n  E m p ir e  in th e  la te  19th century and  

la te r the Bolshevik a u th o rit ie s  established th e i r  contro l. Until the 

1920s many areas o f  T a jik is ta n  were p ro b a b ly  am o n g  the least d e ­

ve lo p ed  places in th e  re g io n , especially its e a s te rn  portion.T ajikistan 

w as established as an  au to n o m o u s republic in 1924  (it became Tajik 

S o v ie t Socialist R e p u b lic  in 1929). The S ov ie t g o v ern m en t attem pted 

to  modernize its e c o n o m y , to develop in d u s tr ie s , and to establish a 

m o d em  a g r ic u l tu r e  b a s e d  on large-scale fa rm in g  in kolkhozes  and 

so vk h o zes . Betw een th e  1930s and 1970s T a jik is ta n , along w ith 

Turkm enistan, re ce iv ed  substantial investm ents fo r  the developm ent 

o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  p i p e l i n e ,  te lecom m unica tions, and other infra ­

s tructu re . However, in th e  late 1970s and e a r ly  1980s the inflow o f  

investm ents decreased , d e sp ite  the fact that b e tw e e n  1960 and 1980 

th e  population o f  the re p u b lic  had nearly d o u b le d .

In 1991 Tajikistan d e c la re d  its in d ep en d en ce  from  the Soviet 

U n io n . However, v ery  so o n  law and order c o lla p s e d  in the republic 

d u e  to political co n flic t b e tw e en  leading p o litic a l g ro u p s and pow er­

fu l political c la n s . D u rin g  Tajikistan’s civil w a r  (1 9 9 2 -1 9 9 7 ), Turk ­

m en istan . in contrast to  K a z a k h s t a n .  K y rg y z s ta n , and Uzbekistan, 

rem ain ed  neutral and d id  n o t send its troops th e re .  In the 1990s be ­

tw een  12,000 and 2 5 ,0 0 0  T a jik s  sought refuge in  T urkm enistan  in ad ­

d itio n  to several h u n d red  e th n ic  Turkmens w ho  m ig ra te d  from Tajik ­

is tan  to Turkm enistan. A ccord ing  to the U n i te d  Nations High 

C om m issioner for R e fu g e e s  (UNHCR), ab o u t 5 ,0 0 0  refugees re ­

tu rn ed  to Tajikistan b e tw e e n  1998 and 2004. A s o f  2 0 0 4  a significant 

n u m b e r  o f Tajik re fu g ee s  still remained in the  L e b a p .  A k h a l.  and 

M a r y  welayats o f T u rk m e n is ta n .

S ince 1991 T a jik is tan ’s t r a d e  with T u rk m en is tan  has been in ­

s ig n ifican t, because T a jik is ta n  was devastated b y  th e  civil war and 

th e  breakup of many tra d e  and technological l in k s .  However, there 

w a s  a  significant increase  in illicit d r u g  sm u g g lin g  fro m  Afghanistan
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through T a jik is ta n ,T u rk m e n is ta n , a n d  U zbek istan, as th e s e  co u n trie s  

were u s e d  b y  the drug d ea lers f o r  the  large-scale tr a n s i t  o f  cheap  

drugs.

T a jik is ta n  jo in ed  the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s ,  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  C o l l e c t i v e  S e c u r i t y  

T r e a t y ,  E c o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t io n  O r g a n iz a t io n ,  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  I s l a m i c  C o n f e r e n c e ,  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  S e c u r it y  a n d  C o o p e r a ­

t io n  in  E u r o p e ,  Shanghai C o o p e ra tio n  O rganization (S C O ) ,  and 

som e o th e r  regional and in te rn a tio n a l organizations, in c lu d in g  the 

U nited N a tio n s .

T A S H A U Z .  S e e  DA SH O GUZ.

T E L P E K . T rad itio n a l Turkm en h a t  m ad e  o f  sheepskin. It w a s  part o f 

the n a tio n a l costum e and also a  m ili ta ry  uniform. M en, u s u a l ly  o lder 

p eo p le— a k s a k a ls  (yashu li)— w e a r  te lp e k s  all year a ro u n d .

T E N  Y E A R S  O F  S T A B I L I T Y  P R O G R A M  (a lso  On Y y l  A b a d a n c y -  

ly k , “ T e n  Y e a r s  o f  P r o s p e r it y  P r o g r a m ” ). This is a c o m p re h en s iv e  

program  o f  social and econom ic developm ent o f  T u rk m en is tan  that 

was in tro d u c e d  in December 1 992 . T h e  main objective o f  th e  program  

was to e n s u re  the establishm ent o f  a  self-sufficient n ational e c o n o m y  

o f T u rk m en is tan  and facilitate th e  state-controlled tran sitio n  from  the 

Soviet c e n tra lly  planned eco n o m ic  system  to the m ark e t-o rien ted  eco ­

nom ic sy s te m . The program ta rg e te d  gradual economic c h a n g e s , par ­

tial re fo rm s  o f  the social w elfare sy stem , maintenance o f  so c ia l and 

political stab ility , etc. This p ro g ram  provided for m a in ten an ce  o f  sig ­

n ificant d ire c t expenditures fo r th e  social welfare system  a n d  intro ­

duced s u c h  measures as free g a s ,  w a te r, and electricity, an d  so m e  other 

benefits, large ly  funded by e x p e c te d  increasing revenue f ro m  gas and 

o il  e x p o r ts  to international m a rk e ts . T he Turkmenistan! g o v e r n m e n t  

also s ig n ifican tly  increased in v es tm en ts  and adapted sev era l p roactive 

m easu res in o rder to stabilize th e  national economy, in c lu d in g  devel ­

opm ent o f  oil and gas fields; ra p id  developm ent o f i n d u s t r i e s :  build ­

ing new  infrastructure, including p ip e l i n e s ,  r o a d s , and r a i l w a y s ;  etc.

It also  ta rg e ted  achievements o f  self-sufficiency in a g r i c u l t u r a l  prod ­

ucts, e sp e c ia lly  in strategically im p o rtan t grain production, a n d  an in ­

crease in  c o t t o n  production. O n e  o f  the components o f  th e  program
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w as to  attract in tern a tio n a l investments into the m a jo r  sectors of the na ­

tional economy. T he T e n  Y ears Stability P ro g ram  w as a significant de ­

p artu re from the f iv e -y e a r  com m and-econom y s ty le  o f  the centralized 

f iv e - y e a r  p la n s , a lth o u g h  state control, sta te  p lan n in g , and state-led 

developm ent rem ain ed  th e  cornerstones o f  th e  program . See a lso  

STRATEGY  FOR S O C IA L -E C O N O M IC  C H A N G E S  IN TU R K ­

M EN ISTA N U N TIL  2 0 1 0  PROGRAM .

T E R R O R I S M . T erro rism , the  systematic use o f  v iolence against the 

general population in o rd e r  to achieve a p a r tic u la r  political objective, 

w as practically u n k n o w n  in Central Asia, in c lu d in g  Turkmenistan, dur ­

ing  the late Soviet e r a .  In the m id-1990s, h o w e v e r, the situation 

changed , as several ra d ic a l groups in Central A s ia  proclaim ed that they 

so u g h t to forcefully re p la c e  existing corrupt s e c u la r  regimes with a 

p u re  Islamic state. T h e s e  g roups found refuge in the civil w ar-tom  

A f g h a n i s ta n  and T a j i k i s t a n .  Since the m id -1 9 9 0 s the I s la m ic  M o v e ­

m e n t  o f  U z b e k is ta n  ( IM U ), which aimed to o v e r th ro w  the incumbent 

reg im e of Islam K a rim o v  in Uzbekistan, w as a c cu sed  o f conducting 

v arious terrorist ac tions o n  the territory o f K y rg y z stan  and Uzbekistan. 

In  1999 and 2000 the IM U  infiltrated K yrgyzstan  and  Uzbekistan and 

cap tu red  hostages and  sev e ra l villages. The assa ss in a tio n  attempt on 

P residen t Karimov in F e b ru a ry  1999 and the b o m b in g  o f public build ­

in g s in spring and su m m e r 2004  in Tashkent co n tr ib u te d  to an increas­

ing  fear of terrorism in th e  C entral Asian region.

S ince the late 1990s th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  T u rk m en is tan  has per ­

c e iv e d  that there w ere th re a ts  that various m ili ta n t g roups from ou t ­

s id e  o f  Turkm enistan a n d  radicalized T u rk m en  opposition  groups 

w ith  links to in terna tional te rro rist organizations o r  supported by for ­

e ig n  states might c o n d u c t  terrorist acts on T u rk m en is tan  territory. 

T h e  government p re se n te d  the November 2002  assassina tion  attem pt 

o n  life o f President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v  as e v id e n c e  o f  the terror ­

is t p lo t and growing th re a t  o f  terrorism , a lthough  m an y  Turkmen op ­

p o s itio n  leaders d en ied  a n y  involvem ent in th is  a ttem p t. In August 

2 0 0 3  Turkm enistan’s m a s s  m e d ia  published th e  tex t o f a law on 

co m b atin g  terrorism , w h ic h  w as approved d u r in g  a session o f the 

K h a l k  M a s la h a ty  (P e o p le ’s Assem bly). The law  p roh ib ited  any for ­

m a l negotiations w ith te r ro r is ts  and initiated th e  c rea tio n  of a com ­

m iss io n  to coordinate th e  w o rk  o f the Interior M in is try , N a t io n a l  S e ­



TO U RISM  •  1 4 7

c u r i t y  M i n i s t r y ,  and D efen se  m in is tr ie s , as well as th e  p res id en tia l 

secu rity  serv ice , the border a n d  c u s to m s  serv ices, the  s e r v ic e  fo r  reg ­

is terin g  fo re igners, and the P ro sec u to r-G en e ra l’s O f f i c e .  B etw een 

2002 a n d  2004  Turkm en istan h e ld  antiterrorist m ilita ry  e x e rc is e s  on 

the C a s p ia n  coast and in so m e  w e la y a ts  involving D e fe n s e ,  Interior, 

and N a tio n a l Security M in istry  fo rc e s .

T O U R I S M .  Tourism  is a new  a n d  g ro w in g  sector o f  the  T u rk m e n is ta n i 

e c o n o m y .  U ntil the 1990s in te rn a tio n a l  tourism in T u rk m e n is ta n  was 

c o n tro lle d  by two state m o n o p o l ie s — Sputnik and In to u r is t .  Since 

1991 th e  tourism  sector has b e e n  significantly re o rg a n iz e d . In 1993 

the c o u n try  jo ined  the W orld  T o u r ism  O rganization. T h e  T urkm en- 

sy y a h a t, a  state-controlled to u r is m  corporation, w as e s ta b lis h e d  in 

1994, a n d  in 1995 the g o v e r n m e n t  adopted a p ro g ram  f o r  d ev e lo p ­

ing th e  to u rism  and h o sp ita lity  s e c to r  in the re p u b lic . In  the  mid- 

1990s T u rk m en istan ’s g o v e rn m e n t directed s ig n ifican t in v estm en ts  

into b u ild in g  modern four- a n d  f iv e -s ta r  hotels, h o p in g  to  b o o st this 

sec to r o f  the  economy. S ev era l s i te s  in the country, w h e re  the  gov ­

e rn m e n t in tends to preserve th e  n a tu ra l landscape, u n iq u e  flo ra  and 

fau n a , a n d  historical m o n u m en ts , w ere  declared n a tio n a l a n d  h isto ri ­

cal p a rk s .  T he State C o m m ittee  on  Tourism and S p o rt w a s  estab ­

lished  in  2 0 0 0 .

W ith  a  significant num ber o f  anc ien t a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a ttrac tio n s , 

a long  w ith  unique natural p a rk s  a n d  resorts, T u rk m en is tan  has great 

p o te n tia l fo r developing a d v e n tu re  tourism . In a d d it io n , th ere  are 

m any c u ltu ra l  sites along the T u rk m en is tan i portion o f  th e  G r e a t  S i lk  

R o a d ,  w h ic h  connected C h in a  w ith  Western E urope in  m edieval 

tim es , a n d  attracts tourists to T u rk m en is tan .

A c c o rd in g  to government e s t im a te s ,  between 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  10,000 

to u ris ts  v is ited  Turkmenistan in  2 0 0 2  and 2003. T he to u r is m  sector 

w as th e n  in steep decline due to  several factors, in c lu d in g  th e  p rox ­

im ity  to  A fg h a n is ta n , war in I r a q ,  political instability in  th e  C entral 

A sian  re g io n , crime, and t e r r o r i s t  activities in som e p a r ts  o f  the re ­

g ion . In  add ition  in 2002 and 2 0 0 3  the government im p o s e d  tem po ­

rary t ra v e l  restrictions and s tr ic t p assp o rt and visa c o n tro l o n  its bor ­

ders d u e  to  the assassination a ttem p t on President S a p a r m u r a t  

N iy a z o v  in November 2002. In  2 0 0 4  som e of these r e s tr ic t io n s  were 

o ff ic ia lly  lifted.
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T R A D E .  Until the 2 0 th  cen tu ry  Turkm en t r i b e s  w ere involved in 

sm all-scale reg ional t ra d e  with n e ig h b o rin g  A f g h a n i s ta n . I r a n .  

B u k h a r a  E m ir a t e  a n d  K h i v a  K h a n a t e ,  T u rk e y , and  others. Very o f ­

ten  this trade assu m ed  th e  form  of barter. T h e  ex p o r t products trad i ­

tionally  included su c h  lo ca l products as c a r p e t s ,  k a r a k u l  (astrakhan 

fu r), sheep w ool, h o r s e s ,  etc . In the late 1 9 th  cen tu ry  the R u s s ia n  

E m p i r e  established its  con tro l in T b r k i s t a n  a n d  became a m ajor 

trad in g  partner for th e  re g io n . The trade w ith  R u ss ia  became m ore 

m onetarized; yet, th e  T u r k m e n s  continued th e i r  trad e  with their p art ­

n e rs  in A fghanistan, I r a n ,  and  Turkey on a b a r te r  and  cash basis. T he 

c iv il w ar of 1 9 1 8 -1 9 2 2  g rea tly  disrupted the t r a d e ,  and subsequently 

th e  Soviet au thorities estab lish ed  the “ iron  c u r ta in ’’ on the T urk ­

m enistan! borders w ith  A fghan istan  and Iran.

D uring the Soviet e r a  T urkm enistan’s in te rn a tio n a l trade was lim ­

ited  and was m o n o p o liz e d  by M oscow -based com p an ies  and m in ­

is trie s . Most o f the T u rk m e n is ta n  exports a n d  im p o rts  were exc lu ­

s iv e ly  limited to th e  S o v ie t all-Union m a rk e t ,  and trade w as 

conducted  under the S o v ie t  planning system , w h ic h  established an a r ­

tific ia l price structu re fo r  m any products, in c lu d in g  prices signifi ­

c an tly  below w orld le v e l fo r g a s  and o i l .  T u rk m en is tan ! enterprises 

w ere  obliged to trad e  th ro u g h  M oscow -based tra d e  ministries and 

ag en c ies , which c o n tro lle d  m ost of the hard c u r re n c y  profits. Som e 

sta te  enterprises c o n d u c te d  small-scale trade w ith  Afghanistan and 

Iran , but private in d iv id u a ls  were prohibited f ro m  trading directly 

w ith  foreign partners.

S ince 1992 T u rk m en is tan  has been trad ing  d ire c tly  with the ou t ­

s id e  world and has s ig n ifican tly  increased its  international trade 

tu rnover. Though the t ra d e  volum e has flu c tu a te d  considerably, ex ­

periencing  a dram atic d e c lin e  in the first h a lf o f  th e  1990s, it recov ­

e re d  in the early 2 0 0 0 s . In the international m a rk e t Turkm enistan 

se lls  its primary natu ra l resources (such as g a s ,  o i l .  electric energy, 

e tc .)  and agricultural p ro d u c ts  (such as c o t t o n .  le a th e r , wool, etc.), as 

w e ll as products o f  its  m anufacturing s e c to r  (su ch  as textiles, 

fo o tw ear, garments, e tc .) .  Its imports consist m a in ly  o f  m anufactured 

p ro d u c ts , machinery, m e d ic a l supplies, and so m e  o th e rs .

Turkm enistan’s m ain  e x p o r t partners are the  U k ra in e , Italy, Iran, 

R u s s i a ,  and Turkey (a s  o f  2003), and its m ain  im p o rt partners are 

T u rk ey , Ukraine, R u ss ia . U n ited  Arab E m irates, a n d  France. A ccord ­
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ing to  th e  Econom ist In te l l ig e n c e  U n it, in 2001 e x p o r ts  to  U kraine, 

Italy, I r a n ,  R ussia , and T u rk ey  am o u n te d  to about 4 6 ,  1 8 , 11, 6 , and 

5 p e rc e n t o f  total exports, re sp e c t iv e ly . In terms o f  im p o r ts ,  in 2001 

T urkey  w a s  the primary s o u rc e  o f  T urkm en istan’s im p o r ts ,  totaling 

about 17 percent. It was fo l lo w e d  by imports from  th e  U k ra in e  (12 

p e rc e n t) , from  Russia (11 p e r c e n t ) ,  from  the U A E (8  p e rc e n t) ,  and 

from  F ra n c e  (6  percent).

T R A D E  U N I O N S .  The first t r a d e  unions were e s ta b lish e d  in Turk ­

m en is tan  in 1905-1907 in A s g a b a t  (now  A s h g a b a t ) , b u t m o s t  o f  them 

w ere c lo s e d  between 1907 an d  1 9 1 7 . There was a re v iv a l o f  the trade 

unions m o v em en t between 1917  a n d  1920. The First C o n s ti tu e n t  C on ­

gress o f  the  Trade Unions o f  T t i r k m e n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b li c  

(T u rk m e n  SSR ) was held on M a rc h  28 , 1925. The tra d e  un io n s had 

about 2 1 ,0 0 0  members in 1925. D u rin g  the Soviet era  th e  tra d e  unions 

en jo y ed  significant support f ro m  th e  state. They were p ra c t ic a l ly  inte ­

g ra ted  in  the Soviet political a n d  econom ic system. T h e y  represen ted  

the la rg e s t  public organization in the  republic during th e  S o v ie t era, 

w ith a  m em bersh ip  reaching 1 m illio n  people in the la te  1980s.

T h e  s itu a tio n  changed ra d ic a l ly  in 1991, as the tra d e  u n io n s  lost 

their g e n e ro u s  state financial s u b s id ie s  and special r e la t io n s  w ith  the 

g o v e r n m e n t .  The Law on L a b o r  regulates the a c tiv i t ie s  o f  trade 

u n io n s in  Turkm enistan and g u a ra n te e s  the rights o f  th e  w o rk e rs  to 

jo in  t r a d e  unions or remain u n -u n io n iz e d . The g o v e rn m e n t generally  

does n o t  re stric t workers' m e m b e rsh ip  in trade unions b e c a u s e  in the 

p o s t-S o v ie t era  the role and p o w e r  o f  the trade unions h a s  large ly  di­

m in ish e d  and they do not c o n f ro n t  the government o n  a n y  key eco ­

no m ic  p o lic y  issues.

T h e  N a tio n a l Center o f T ra d e  U n ions of T urkm en istan  (N C T U T ) 

is a d i r e c t  successor of the C o u n c il  o f  Trade Unions. H o w e v e r ,  the in­

f lu e n c e  an d  financial v iab ility  o f  the NCTUT d im in ish e d  signifi ­

can tly  a f te r  1991. The N C T U T  k e p t a low profile and h a d  little  to  say 

abo u t e c o n o m ic  changes. It c la im e d  that it showed o n ly  a  sm all de ­

c rea se  in  its membership an d  a s  o f  2003 it has a ro u n d  1.2 million 

m e m b e rs ;  though the scale o f  th e  econom ic recession m a k e s  it likely 

that m e m b e rsh ip  was d ecreasin g  a t a much higher ra te .

D e s p i te  all the difficulties a n d  setbacks, the N C T U T  co n trib u ted  

to d ra f t in g  som e local labor re g u la tio n s  and advised th e  g o v ern m en t
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on  such issues as th e  s ta tu s  o f  child labor p ra c t ic e s  and  the m inim um  

ag e  fo r em ploym ent, m in im u m  wages, an d  h e a lth  and safety in the 

w orkplace. In p ra c t ic e ,  h o w ev er, these r e g u la t io n s  are often ignored 

an d  the trade u n io n s  ra re ly  protest ag a in st v io la tio n s  of w orkers’ 

rig h ts .

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  T ransportation  is an im p o rta n t sector o f the 

Turkm enistani e c o n o m y  accounting for a b o u t 6  percen t of gross d o ­

m estic  products (2 0 0 1 ,  e s t.) . The co u n try ’s transportation  system  

co n sis ts  of a netw ork  o f  2 4 ,0 0 0  kilometers (1 9 ,4 8 8  kilometers paved) 

o f  prim ary and se c o n d a ry  m otor r o a d s  and a ro u n d  2,440 kilometers 

o f  r a i lw a y s  (the f ig u re  d o e s  not include in d u s tr ia l  lines) (2004, C IA  

es t.) . The country is a l s o  served  by 72 a irp o r ts ,  including small a ir ­

f ie ld s  in major c ities a n d  tow ns. There are a ls o  6 ,6 3 4  kilometers o f  

n a tu ra l g a s  and 853 k ilo m e te rs  o f o il p i p e l i n e s  (2 0 0 4 , CIA est.). D ue 

to  its landlocked s i tu a t io n  Turkm enistan d e p e n d s  heavily on the 

transportation netw o rk  o f  the  neighboring c o u n tr ie s ,  especially I r a n ,  

K a z a k h s t a n ,  R u s s ia ,  a n d  U z b e k i s ta n ,  in a c c e s s in g  the international 

m arke ts. Motor v eh ic le s  c a rry  nearly 87 p e rc e n t o f  the freight w ithin 

th e  republic, and the r e s t  is shipped via ra ilw a y s . A ccording to offi ­

c ia l statistics, in 2 0 0 4  to ta l annual passenger tra f f ic  was about 546 

m illio n  people, dow n f ro m  600 million people in  1990: about 85 p e r ­

c e n t were carried by  b u se s ; about 13 p e rcen t b y  railways. A bout 

2 0 0 ,0 0 0  people w ere  tran sp o rted  by T u r k m e n i s t a n  A ir lin e s  and 

o th e r  airlines.

F rom  the Soviet e r a ,  Turkm enistan in h e rite d  a  relatively w ell- 

d eve loped  but u n ev e n ly  distributed tran sp o rta tio n  network. In the 

1990s the g o v e rn m e n t in v es ted  considerable re s o u rc e s  into building 

h igh-quality  h ighw ays a n d  conducted fe a s ib il i ty  studies for new  

p ip e lin es and ra ilw ays. H o w ev er, the unified re g io n a l transportation 

sy stem  was seriously d is ru p te d  by the in tro d u c tio n  o f  passport and 

cu s to m s controls and  v a r io u s  restrictions on  th e  borders with the 

neighboring  Central A s ia n  states. Between 2 0 0 2  a n d  2012 the repub ­

l ic  needs from U S$400  m illio n  to US$1.5 b illio n  to  be able to recon ­

s tru c t its transportation sy s te m  according to in te rn a tio n a l standards. 

T h e  M inistry o f T ra n sp o rta tio n  regulates and  c o n tro ls  most o f the 

transportation n e tw o rk s, though  some se rv ic e s  in  the airports and 

ra ilw ay s were p rivatized  in  the 1990s.
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T R IB E S .  T urkm en society is tra d itio n a lly  divided into t r ib e s  (ta ip a )— 

social g ro u p s  defined by a tra d it io n  o r  perception o f  c o m m o n  descent. 

T he T u rk m e n  people are s u b d iv id e d  into several trib a l g ro u p s  (con ­

fe d e ra tio n s): Teke, Saryk, Y o m u d , Chovdur, G ek len , S a ly r ,  and Er- 

sary. S o m e  large tribal g roups ( s u c h  as Ersary ,Teke, a n d  Y om uds) are 

su b d iv id e d  into subgroups— b o lu m s .  According to R u ss ia n  anthropol ­

og ist a n d  ethnologist Yakov V in n ik o v , certain tribal s u b g ro u p s  are fur­

ther su b d iv id e d  into yet s m a lle r  u n its , tere (p ro n o u n c e d — “ te e ’ re”), 

and th e n  into even sm aller u n i t s ,  la ka m , kovum , k u d e  (pronounced 

“k u ’ d e ” ). T he tribal history is  p reserved  in sh e je re s— genealogical 

trees o f  T urkm en fam ilies, in w h ic h  people m e ticu lo u s ly  record  all 

im m e d ia te  and  distance a n c e s to rs . According to g e n e a lo g ic a l lineage 

m ost o f  the  Turkmen tribes a r e  d iv id ed  into “pure” T u rk m e n  tribes 

(e sp e c ia lly  those who trace th e i r  orig in  to legendary O g u z -K h a n ) .  

“h a lf -p u re ,” and non-Turkmen tr ib e s  (for example, O w la ts ,  w ho  trace 

their o r ig in  to first four c a lip h s  o f  Islam ).

A  m a jo r  consolidation o f  th e  T urkm en tribes took  p la c e  betw een 

the 1 4 th  an d  17th centuries, w h e n  the T u r k m e n s  b eg an  to  fo rm  a dis ­

tinct l a n g u a g e ,  identity, and c u l tu re .  T his process w as a t  a n  advanced 

stag e  b y  the  beginning o f the 19 th  century. With c rea tio n  o f  the T u r k ­

m e n  S o v i e t  S o c ia lis t  R e p u b l i c  in 1924, the S ovie t a u th o rit ie s  at­

te m p te d  to  consolidate all T u rk m e n s  into a “m odern  S o v ie t  narod  

[n a tio n ]” and  to overcome tr ib a l  d iv ision  and to re p la c e  trib a l iden ­

tity  w i th  the national T urkm en id en tity . In the 1920s a n d  19 3 0 s, in an 

a tte m p t to  weaken the au th o rity  o f  tribal leaders, the S o v ie t  govern ­

m en t co n fisc a ted  the w ealth  o f  th e  tribal leaders and  m a n y  o f  them 

w ere  a r re s te d , executed, o r s e n t  in to  exile in S iberia ; o r  escap ed  to 

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  I r a n , Turkey, a n d  so m e other coun tries. B y  the 1940s 

the tr ib a l  nobility had been l iq u id a te d  as a social g ro u p  in  the coun ­

try. H o w e v e r , the tribal n e tw o rk s  underw ent s ig n ifican t tran sfo rm a ­

tio n s . S o m e  scholars believe th a t  the  tribal netw orks tra n s fo rm e d  into 

p a tro n a g e  and regional n e tw o rk s  (so-called  c la n s )  an d  p e n e tra te d  the 

a d m in is tra tiv e  and political s y s te m  in the country. S in c e  1991 there 

has b e e n  a  resurgence o f p u b lic  in te re st in the T urkm en t r ib a l  history. 

M ost o f  the Turkmens are s till  aw are  o f their tribal a f f i lia tio n  and 

tribal re la tio n s . Tribal and te r r ito r ia l  networks play an im p o r ta n t role 

in th e  contem porary  politics. T h e  m ajo r tribes and th e ir  subd iv isio n s 

are a s  fo llo w s:



M a j o r  T u r k m e n  T r i b e s  a n d  T h e i r  S u b d i v i s i o n s

Teke Saryk Yomud (Yomut)

O tam ysh Sukty G ara-choka
Sychm az Bairach Chony-atabai

U churuk Khorasanly Sheref-zhasharbai

Bagshy Alasha Ak

Dashayak Kherzeke G uzhuk
Burkoz G azyl-m yrad Atabai
Sultaniz Beden Eomir
Toktamysh G al-bash Igdir
G okur D az
A m ansha-gakche Bairak
G anzhy-usup G enekm az
G agshal Sheref-yaraly

Aryk-garazha Baga

Gara Bakhelke
Bukri M ashryk
m uzhevur G ozhuk

D uezhi

Yiylgai

Bairam -shaly

G unesh

Salak

Chovdur

Igdir

C hovdur (gara-chovdur)

Abbal

Bazazhy

Burunzhyk

Ceklen Salyr Ersary

G aiy G aram an Gara

D oburga Kichi-aga B ekovul

C harzheb-saryly  U lu g -d ep e  

Valaban G u n e sh

Chekish

Kuraish

Yslam
Bai

Egem

Tagan

G azan

Mamysh

Yadany

Lambe

Sarly

Erli

U shokan
Tagachy

Kulmak

G arazha

Sarkhy

O kuz

O rsagchy

Ushak

Surkh

C ham rak

Akteri

Azhy

Esenmenli

G yzyl-aiak

Etbash

D enazhy

G aburby
M esir-garabagshy

G uram a

Chekir

Chakyr

Gabasakal

Sulaiman

O m ar

G yzylzha

G uram i-genesh

Source: Po l iak o v , Se r g e i , 

v e r sit y , 1 9 8 0 , 9 6 .

Istoricheskaya etnografia Srednei Azii i Kazakhstana (H is t o r ic a l  Et h n o g r ap h y  o f  C e n t r a l  A s ia  a n d  K a z a k h st a n ). M o sc o w : M o sc o w  St a t e  U n i -

r t n in r  c i i b o r n u i K  i n  h o l d
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T h is  is a s im p lified  ta b le  and does not s h o w  the hierarchy and 

co m p lex  relations b e tw e e n  the tribes and w i th in  the tribal groups 

an d  subdivisions in to  s m a l le r  units.

T U R K I S T A N . A g e o g ra p h ic  area, which h is to r ic a lly  com prised what is 

n o w  the five Central A s ia n  republics and the X in ja n  Autonom ous R e ­

g io n  in China. In the 1 9 th  cen tury  R u s s ia  e s ta b lis h e d  its control over 

th e  western parts o f  T u rk is ta n  (sometimes c a lle d  W estern  Turkistan), 

w h ile  China m ain ta in ed  its  control over the e a s te rn  parts of T urk ­

is tan . Some sources a ls o  u sed  the term A fg h a n  T u rk is ta n  in reference 

to  the Turkic-populated p a r ts  o f  northern A f g h a n i s t a n .

In 1867 the R u s s i a n  E m p i r e  established the  T t i r k i s t a n  G o v e r n o r -  

G e n e r a l s h ip  with its c e n te r  in Tashkent. T h is  adm inistrative entity 

c o v e red  most o f R u ssian -co n tro lled  T urkistan , e x c e p t the B u k h a r a  

E m i r a t e  and K h iv a  K h a n a t e ,  which n o m in a lly  rem ained indepen­

d e n t, and Z a c a s p ia n  o b l a s t , which was a d m in is tra te d  separately. In 

1886 the Turkistan G overnor-G eneralsh ip  w as re n a m e d  Turkistanskii 

K ra i (Turkistan R eg io n ). In  A pril 1918 the F if th  A ll-Turkistan C on ­

g re ss  o f  Soviets e s ta b lish e d  the T h r k is ta n  A u t o n o m o u s  S o v ie t  S o ­

c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic  to re p la c e  the Tsarist era T u rk is tan sk ii Krai. In 1920 

i t  w as renamed the I h r k i s t a n  S o v ie t  S o c ia l i s t  R e p u b l i c .  In October 

192 4  it was abolished a n d  div ided  in the p ro c ess  o f  the b o r d e r  d e ­

l im i t a t i o n  in  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6  in Central Asia. S e e  a ls o  TURKISTAN 

C O M M U N IST  PARTY.

T U R K I S T A N  A U T O N O M O U S  S O V I E T  S O C I A L I S T  R E P U B L I C

( T A S S R ) .T h e  republic e x is te d  between 1918 a n d  1924 as part o f the 

R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t io n  a n d  th e  U nion of the S ov ie t S o c ia lis t Republics. 

T h e  TA SSR was e s ta b lish e d  in Tashkent on A p r il  3 0 , 1918, at the 

F if th  All-Turkistan C o n g re s s  o f  Soviets. Its f i r s t  C onstitution was 

a d o p te d  on October 5 - 1 4 ,  1918, at the Sixth E x tra o rd in a ry  Congress 

o f  Soviets. The repub lic  in cluded  territories o f  p resen t-day  K a z a ­

k h s t a n  (its southern o b l a s t s ) ,  Kyrgyzstan, T a j i k i s t a n ,  Turkm enistan, 

a n d  U z b e k i s ta n  (but e x c lu d e d  the territories o f  B u k h a r a  and 

K h i v a ) .  Its total p o p u l a t i o n  stood at about 5.2 m ill io n  people (1920 

c e n s u s ) .  Between 1918 a n d  1919 the TASSR w a s  cu t o ff  from the 

R u ss ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  by an ti-B olshev ik  forces a n d  it functioned as a 

sem i-independent sta te . T h e  TASSR g o v ern m en t and  T b r k is ta n
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C o m m u n i s t  P a rty  played a n  im p o rta n t role in e s ta b l is h in g  the So­

viet ad m in istra tio n  and c o n tro l o v e r  the territory o f  th e  C e n tra l  Asian 

reg io n  in  1918-1920. In 192 0  th e  new  constitution w a s  ap p ro v ed .

T h e  T A S S R  was o ff ic ia lly  a b o lis h e d  on O c to b e r  2 7 ,  1924 , due 

to th e  b o r d e r  d e l im i t a t io n  i n  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6  in C e n tra l  A s ia ,  w hen it 

w as d iv id e d  into C entral A s ia n  S o v ie t R epublics. T h e  w e s te rn  ter­

r i to r ie s  o f  the TA SSR, p o p u la te d  m ainly by the T u r k m e n s ,  were 

c o n s o l id a te d  into the T u r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  in 

1924 .

T U R K I S T A N  C O M M U N I S T  P A R T Y  (T C P ) . A p o li t ic a l  organiza ­

tion th a t  existed between 1 9 1 8  an d  1924, with the h e a d q u a rte rs  in 

T a sh k e n t. It was inaugurated a t  th e  F irst Congress o f  th e  T C P  in June 

1918 a n d  w as formalized a t th e  S eco n d  Congress o f  th e  T C P  in De­

c e m b e r  1918. The party p la y e d  a  cen tra l role in c o n s o lid a tin g  various 

C o m m u n is t  and leftist g ro u p s  o n  the territory o f C e n tra l  A sia  into a 

d is c ip lin e d  political o rg a n iz a tio n . It also played a k e y  ro le  in estab ­

l ish in g  a n d  mobilizing su p p o rt fo r  the Soviet system  in  1918-1919 . 

In 1 9 1 9  V ladim ir Lenin s u g g e s te d  sending the T u r k i s t a n  C om m is ­

sion (T urkom issiya) to T a sh k e n t, in o rder to streng then  th e  T C P 's  po­

litica l s tan d  and institutional s tru c tu re . The T u rk o m iss iy a  supervised 

the e s tab lish m en t of the re g io n a l and  district s tructu res o f  th e  TCP. In 

1924 th e  T C P  ceased to e x i s t  a fte r the b o r d e r  d e l i m i t a t i o n  in 

1 9 2 4 —1 9 2 6  in Central A sia . S e e  a lso  C O M M U N IST  PA R TY  OF 

T U R K M E N  SSR.

T U R K I S T A N  G O V E R N O R - G E N E R A L S H I P .  An a d m in is tra tiv e  en 

tity  th a t  ex isted  between 1867 a n d  1886. It included m o s t  o f  the ter­

r i to ry  o f  w hat is now K y rg y z s ta n , T a j ik is ta n , and U z b e k i s t a n  (ex­

c lu d in g  territories of the B u k h a r a  E m ir a te  and K h i v a  K h a n a t e )  

and  w a s  adm inistered by th e  governor-general—u s u a lly  a  military 

g e n e ra l in Russian service. T h e  first governor-general —  K onstantin 

P e tro v ic h  von K a u fm a n  — s e rv e d  from  1867 until 1 8 8 2 , supervising 

the ac q u is itio n  of the new  la n d s , abolishment o f  th e  K o k a n d  

K h a n a t e ,  and adm inistrative d e lim ita tio n  of I b r k i s t a n  in to  ob lasts  

(p ro v in c e s ) . In 1886 the T u rk is ta n  G o vernor-G eneralsh ip  w as re­

n a m e d  th e  Turkistanskii K rai (T u rk is tan  Region, o r T u rk is ta n ) .  Some 

a u th o rs  continued to use the  te rm  Turkistan G o vern o r-G e n era lsh ip
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e v e n  after 1886. See a ls o  TU RK ISTA N  A U T O N O M O U S  SOVIET 

S O C IA L IS T  R E P U B L IC .

T U R K IS T A N S K II K R A I .  S e e  TURKISTA N.

T U R K M E N A B A T  ( f o r m e r l y  C harjou  [C h a r je w ] ) .  T h is  is the second 

la rg e s t city in the re p u b lic  a f te r  A s h g a b a t .  It is o n e  o f  the largest in ­

d u s tr ia l centers, and th e  c a p ita l  o f  L e b a p  w e la y a t.  T h e  city is located 

in  southern  T urkm enistan , 5 8 0  kilometers east o f  A sh g ab a t. Its p o p u ­

l a t i o n  stood at about 1 9 0 ,0 0 0  (2004, est.), up  f ro m  about 157,000 

(1 9 8 5 , est.), consisting m a in ly  o f  T u r k m e n s  a n d  U zb ek s , but it also 

in c lu d ed  significant c o m m u n itie s  of R ussians, U kra in ians, Tatars, 

K a z a k h s , and others. It is an  im portant in d u s t r i a l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

c e n te r  in eastern T u rk m en is tan . There are light in d u s try , petrochemi­

c a l  production, c o t t o n  an d  a g r ic u l t u r e  p ro c e s s in g  plants, 

te x tile -  and shoe-m aking fa c to rie s . It is also an im p o rta n t e d u c a t io n a l  

a n d  cultural center in th is  p a r t  o f  the republic. T h e re  are  the Pedagog­

ic a l  Institute, Technical C o lle g e , an agricultural c o lle g e , and several 

h ig h  schools. The cu ltu ra l life  o f  the city revolves a ro u n d  its l ib r a r ie s , 

a  th ea te r, and museum . A s  a  w ela ya t center the c i ty  is a transportation 

h u b  w ith its own airport, a  th ree -star hotel, and a  r a i l w a y  station.

Turkm enabat was fo u n d e d  as a small v illag e  in 1886 and was 

k n o w n  as Charjou. M ost o f  its  grow th, how ever, o c c u rre d  in the 20th 

c e n tu ry , when the S ov ie t au th o ritie s  invested in th e  developm ent o f 

lo c a l  industries and c o tto n  production and p ro c e s s in g . The city be ­

c a m e  the capital o f the n e w ly  established C harjou  o b la s t .  As the city 

w a s  g reatly  expanded in th e  1960s and 1970s, i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r e  re ­

f le c te d  the com bination o f  S o v ie t functionalism  a n d  m ass construc­

t io n  o f  apartments. M ost o f  th e  buildings were b u i l t  o f  red bricks or 

c o n c re te ,  making its c e n tra l s tree ts  similar to all o th e r  c ities in the re ­

p u b l ic ,  although private con stru c tio n  added an  o rie n ta l flavor to 

C h a r jo u ’s architecture. D u r in g  the post-Soviet e r a  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  

in v e s te d  considerably in th e  reconstruction o f th e  c i ty  and  in its in ­

f ra s tru c tu re  and industries.

T U R K M E N  A U T O N O M O U S  O B L A S T  ( T A O ) .  T h e  o b la s t  was es ­

ta b l is h e d  in August 1921, a f te r  the defeat o f the B u k h a r a  E m ir a t e
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and K h i v a  K h a n a t e .  It e x is te d  un til the co m p le tio n  o f  th e  b o r d e r  

d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6  in  C e n tra l Asia. It had  th e  s ta tu s  o f  an 

a u to n o m o u s  o b la st  under th e  ju risd ic tio n  o f  the  T u r k i s t a n  A u ­

t o n o m o u s  S o v i e t  S o c ia l i s t  R e p u b l i c  (not to be c o n f u s e d  w ith  the 

T t i r k m e n  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ) .  It included  p a r t s  o f  the for­

m er Z a k a s p i a n  oblast ( p r o v in c e )  o f  the T u r k i s t a n s k i i  K r a i  (the 

T u rk is ta n  ASSR betw een 1 9 1 8  and  1924). It w a s  u p g ra d e d  to 

the s ta tu s  o f  the Turkm en S o v ie t  Socialist R epub lic  o n  O c to b e r  27, 

1924.

T U R K M E N B A S H Y  ( a ls o  T u r k m e n b a s h i  [ l i t e r a l ly  “ H e a d  o f  T u r k ­

m e n s ”  i n  T u r k m e n ] ;  K r a s n o v o d s k , s o m e t im e s  c a l l e d  K y z y l-s u  [ lit ­

e r a l l y  “ r e d  w a t e r ”  in  T u r k m e n ]  u n t i l  1 9 9 3 ) . A c ity  o n  the eastern 

sh o re  o f  the C a s p ia n  S e a ,  lo c a te d  in western T u rk m e n is ta n  about 

550  k ilo m e te rs  northwest o f  A s h g a b a t .  Its p o p u la t io n  s to o d  at about

6 0 ,0 0 0  (2 0 0 4 , est.). up from  a b o u t 56,000 (1979 c e n s u s ) ,  consisting 

m a in ly  o f  T u r k m e n s  and R u s s ia n s , but also includes K a z a k h s , Azer- 

b a ja n is ,  and  some others. T h is  is the sixth largest c ity  in  th e  republic. 

T u rk m e n b a sh y  is an im p o rtan t seap o rt and r a i lw a y  c e n te r  in north ­

w est T urkm enistan . It houses a n  o i l  processing p lan t, a  p o r t ,  second ­

ary  s c h o o ls ,  l ib r a r ie s ,  h o s p ita ls ,  a post office, ra ilw a y  s ta tio n , air­

p o rt, h o te ls ,  etc.

It w a s  established as the m a in  seaport, then ca lled  K rasn o v o d sk . 

in 1 8 6 9  on the site o f a sm all v illa g e , and it w as g r a n te d  the status 

o f  c i ty  in 1896. During the S o v ie t  era it grew, b e c o m in g  the most 

im p o r ta n t  industrial cen ter a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  h u b  o f  bo th  Kras­

n o v o d s k  ob last and T u rk m e n is ta n . Its im portance w a s  enhanced 

by its  s tra teg ic  location— as th e  m ajo r r a ilw a y  s ta tio n  in the coun ­

try a n d  as  the major seaport c o n n e c tin g  T urkm enistan to  th e  Cauca ­

su s a n d  R u s s ia .  The Soviet a u th o rit ie s  invested in th e  d evelopm en t 

o f  f is h  processing in d u s t r i e s ,  oil processing, d o c k s , a  publishing 

h o u s e , and  other facilities th ro u g h o u t the 1950s a n d  1 9 8 0 s. Since 

1991 Turkm enbashy has b e e n  an  im portant cen te r f o r  com panies 

c o n d u c tin g  feasibility s tu d ie s  o f  various offshore p ro je c ts  on the 

C a s p ia n  Sea. However, m ost o f  its traditional in d u s tr ia l en terprises 

e x p e r ie n c e d  a steep recess io n , w ith  the notable e x c e p tio n  o f  the oil 

and  g a s  sectors.
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T U R K M E N B A S H Y  ( a l s o  T u rkm en b a sh y  l i t e r a l l y  “ H e a d  o f  T u r k ­

m e n s ”  in  T u r k m e n ) . 1. A  title o f  the first p r e s i d e n t  o f  Turkmenistan— 

S a p a r m u r a t  N iy a z o v .  In  Turkm enistan people an d  the m a ss m e d ia  

o ften  use the term in re fe re n c e  to the p resident. 2 . In the new Turk ­

m en is tan ’s calendar J a n u a ry  w as renamed T u rk m en b ash y  in honor o f  

th e  country’s leader.

T U R K M E N I S T A N  A I R L I N E S  (a lso  T u r k m e n is ta n  How a Yollary; 

T u rkm en is ta n  N a tio n a l A i r  C om pany ). A sta te-con tro lled  a ir lin e  es ­

tab lish ed  in 1991 as the su c c e sso r o f the T urkm enistan! branch of the So­

v ie t air giant Aeroflot. T urk m en istan  Airlines is b a se d  at the newly built 

A s h g a b a t  international a irp o r t, about 30 k ilom eters from  Ashgabat, but 

a lso  operates several sm all a irports in major w e la y a t  centers and largest 

c itie s . It provides co n n e c tio n s  to all major c ities in Turkmenistan, in 

C en tra l Asia, and in the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s  (CIS), 

th o u g h  in the 1990s it cu t se rv ices  to numerous u n p ro fitab le  destinations 

w ith in  the republic and th e  fo rm er Union o f S ovie t Socialist Republics.

In  the 1990s T u rk m e n is ta n  Airlines u n d erw en t restructuring and 

re fo rm s , responding to  th e  s teep  decline in p a s s e n g e r  traffic due to 

th e  econom ic recession , s a fe ty  concerns, and s ig n if ic a n t downsizing 

o f  p riv a te  and public sp e n d in g  on air travel. In  th e  mid-1990s the 

g o v e r n m e n t  attem pted to  rev iv e  the national a ir l in e  and to boost 

t o u r i s m  and facilitate in te rn a tio n a l travel. The A sh g a b a t airport was 

re n o v a te d  and expanded  b y  French contractors. T urkm enistan  Air­

l in e s  bought several B o e in g  737-300  and B oeing  7 3 7 -2 0 0  airplanes. 

In  2 0 0 4  the company e m p lo y e d  about 2,000 p e o p le  an d  had a fleet o f 

a b o u t  100 airplanes (so m e  o f  them  not opera tio n a l) and  helicopters.

Turkm enistan A irlines is  a  m em ber of the In te rn a tio n a l Air Trans­

p o r ta tio n  Association, a n d  it signed several jo in t a g re e m e n ts  to open 

f l ig h ts  to  new destinations in the CIS, Europe, a n d  A sia . The major 

re g u la r  destinations in c lu d e  (as o f 2004): A lm a ty , Birm ingham, 

D e lh i ,  D ubai, F ra n k fu rt, H an o v er, Istanbul, K a ra c h i ,  London, 

M o sc o w , Saint Petersburg , T ashken t, and o thers. T h e  airline has o f ­

f i c e s  in M oscow, L ondon , Is ta n b u l. Karachi, A bu D h a b i,  D elhi, Kiev, 

a n d  several other cities.

T U R K M E N IS T A N  H O W A  Y O L L A R Y . See  T U R K M E N IS T A N  

A IR L IN E S .
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T U R K M E N  L A N G U A G E . T h e  T u rk m en  language b e lo n g s  to the 

w estern  o r  O guz group o f the  T u rk ic  lingu istic fam ily . S o m e  scholars 

d is tin g u ish  tw o  major g ro u p s o f  d ia lec ts  in T u rk m e n is ta n . T h e  first 

include Y om ut, Teke, G o k len , S a r ik ,  and other d ia le c ts .  T h e  second 

in c lu d es N ohur,A nau , H asar, a n d  so m e  other d ia lec ts (m a in ly  spoken 

by T u r k m e n s  in Iran  and U z b e k i s t a n ) .  Some in f lu e n c e s  o f  A rabic, 

Farsi, a n d  R ussian languages c a n  b e  traced  in the c o n te m p o ra ry  Turk ­

men la n g u a g e .

T h e  m o d e m  literary T u rk m en  lan g u ag e  was s y s te m a tiz e d  a t the be­

g in n in g  o f  the 19th and 20th c e n tu r ie s .  Until 1926 th e  T u rk m e n  lan­

guage w a s  based  on the A rab ic  s c r ip t;  from 1926 to 1 9 4 0  it w as based 

on th e  L a tin  script. From 1940  to  1992 it used the C y r i l l ic  (R ussian) 

a lp h ab e t w ith  several ad d itio n a l le tte rs . In 1992 the T u rk m en istan ! 

g o v e r n m e n t  officially a n n o u n c e d  a gradual c o n v e rs io n  from  the 

C y rillic  to  L atin  script d u rin g  a  10-year transitional p e r io d .  D ue to 

d iffe re n c e s  in historical d e v e lo p m e n ts  and cultural a n d  o th e r  influ ­

en ces , th e  m odem  term inology in  the Turkmen la n g u a g e  d iffe rs  sig ­

n if ic a n tly  from  the te rm in o lo g y  used  in the T urk ish  la n g u ag e  of 

T u rk ey  o r  Turkm en of Iran a n d  I ra q . In the 1990s and e a r ly  2000s the 

T u rk m e n  colloquial language e x p e rie n c e d  a notable in f lu x  o f  English 

and T u rk is h  words, although th is  p rocess was lim ited.

T h e  T u rk m en  language is s p o k e n  by about 6 to 8 m ill io n  people in 

T u rk m e n is ta n , K a z a k h s t a n , U z b ek is ta n , A f g h a n i s t a n ,  Iran , Iraq, 

and T u rk e y . During the S o v ie t e r a  the Russian la n g u a g e  w as intro ­

d u ced  in  Turkm enistan and b e c a m e  a lingua franca, o f te n  replacing 

T u rk m e n  in m ajor m etropolitan a re a s , in e d u c a t io n  an d  in  p u b lic  life, 

e sp e c ia lly  in the legal and te c h n ic a l areas. However, th e  R u ss ia n  lan ­

g u ag e  p enetra ted  the T u rk m en  socie ty  to a lesser d e g r e e  than in 

K a z a k h s ta n  o r Kyrgyzstan. A c c o rd in g  to the Law  o n  Languages 

(1 9 9 0 ) a ll state and public in s titu tio n s  were to sw itch f ro m  the Rus ­

sian to  th e  Turkm en language a n d  to use only the T u rk m e n  language 

by th e  e n d  o f  the 1990s.

T U R K M E N S  (also T u rko m a n s , T u rkm en ler, T u r k m e n y ) .  T h e  Turk ­

m en s a re  an ethnic group that m a k e s  up the m ajority o f  th e  p o p u la ­

t io n  o f  Turkm enistan. U ntil th e  1920s they were a ls o  som etim es 

ca lled  th e  Turkomans, w hile s o m e  neighboring n a tio n s  c a lle d  them 

by th e  n am es o f their tr ib e s ,  e .g . ,  Yomuds, Teke, e tc . T rad itionally ,
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T urkm en society is d iv id e d  into several m a jo r  tribes, which h is to ri ­

c a lly  preserved s ig n if ic a n t  autonomy from  e a c h  other. The trib a l 

identity  is deeply ro o te d  in the psychology o f  the Turkm ens, an d  

ev e ry  male is e x p e c te d  to  know  his an cesto rs  f o r  seven generations. 

T h e  Turkmens sp eak  th e  T u r k m e n  l a n g u a g e ,  o n e  o f  the languages 

o f  the O g u z  ling u istic  g ro u p  o f the Turkic la n g u a g e  family.

T he Turkmens d if f e r  significantly  from th e i r  neighbors, the K aza ­

k h s , Iranians (P e rs ia n s) , an d  Uzbeks, by ce rta in  fea tu res  of the so c ia l, 

p o litica l, cultural, an d  e c o n o m ic  organization o f  th e ir  society, though 

th e  Turkmens e x p e r ie n c e d  significant in f lu e n c e s  from  their neigh ­

b o rs . The o v erw h elm in g  m ajority  of the T u rk m e n s  are Sunni M us ­

lim s , who turned to  I s l a m  between the n in th  an d  15th centuries, 

th o u g h  their beliefs in c o rp o ra te  considerable in flu en ces  of the pre- 

Is lam ic  past (devotion  to  ancesto rs, and o th e rs )  a n d  traditions o f  S u ­

f i s m .  Yet, after 1991 v a r io u s  religious sec ts, in c lu d in g  W a h h a b is t s  

an d  others, attem pted to  penetrate  Turkm en so c ie ty ;  however, their 

lev e l o f  influence is n o t  c lea r.

T h ere  are several c o m p e tin g  theories about th e  o rig in  of the T urk ­

m en s  and about their l in k s  to  the ancient c iv i l iz a t io n s  that existed in 

th e  territory of w hat is n o w  Turkm enistan. T h e re  a re  also academic 

d isp u te s  about the re la t io n s h ip  of modern T u rk m e n s  to the early 

T u rk ic  and Oguz n o m a d ic  em pires (the la tte r c o n tro lle d  significant 

te rr ito r ie s  of p re sen t-d ay  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  C h in a , I r a n ,  K a z a k h s t a n , 

M o n g o lia , U z b e k i s t a n ) .  A t present, offic ia l T u rk m en  historians 

c la im  that the T u rk m en s descended  directly f ro m  the ancient c iv i ­

l iz a tio n s , which ex is ted  in  th e  territory o f w hat is  n o w  Turkm enistan 

fo r  several centuries o r  p ro b a b ly  longer (12th  to  3 rd  centuries. B.c). 

T h e y  refer to ancient P e r s ia n  and other h is to rica l ch ro n ic les  and leg ­

e n d s .  O ther scholars c la im  th a t the origin o f  th e  T u rk m en s might be 

tra c e d  to the Turkic K h a n a te s  (sixth to 10th c e n tu r ie s  a .d .). During 

th a t  e ra  various T u rk ic -sp e a k in g  groups began to  fo rm  the Turkmen 

a n c e s to r  tribes and m o v e d  w ith in  Greater C en tra l A s ia  due to the po ­

l i t ic a l  turbulence and in s ta b ili ty  o f the nom adic e m p ire s  o f that era. 

Y e t a th ird  school c la im s  th a t  the Turkmens c o n s o lid a te d  their iden ­

t i ty  in the 14th to 17th c e n tu r ie s ,  as they b ecam e d istingu ished  from 

th e i r  neighbors and b e g a n  to  develop their c u l tu r e  and language, 

w h ic h  increasingly d if fe re d  from  the Turkic la n g u a g e s  of their 

n e ig h b o rs .
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In  a n y  c a se , the T urk m en s e n te r e d  the m odern e ra  w ith o u t  their 

ow n  T u rk m e n  state and w ere  s u b je c te d  (som etim es j u s t  fo rm a lly )  to 

th e ir p o w e rfu l  neighbors— B u k h a r a ,  K h iv a ,  P ersia , e t c .  In  the sec ­

ond  h a l f  o f  the 19th ce n tu ry  th e  R u s s ia n  E m p i r e  e s ta b l is h e d  its 

c o n tro l o v e r  the Turkm en la n d ,  b u t large areas t r a d i t io n a l ly  popu ­

la ted  b y  th e  Turkm ens r e m a in e d  u n d er control o f  th e  A fg h a n  and 

P e rs ia n  s ta te s . In 1921 the T u r k m e n  A u t o n o m o u s  O b l a s t  w as es ­

t a b l is h e d ,  and  in 1924 it o b ta in e d  the status o f the T u r k m e n  S o v ie t  

S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c  (T S S R ). T h e  form ation o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  iden ­

tity , s o c ia l  and  political in s t i tu t io n s ,  literary la n g u a g e , a n d  modern 

T u rk m e n  cu ltu re  during th e  2 0 th  century  e x p e rien ce d  a  heavy  in ­

f lu e n c e  o f  the Soviet p o litic a l a n d  ideological sy s te m s  a n d  Russian 

c u ltu re  a n d  traditions.

D u r in g  the Soviet era the T u rk m e n s  changed their e c o n o m ic  activ ­

ities n o ta b ly , as the m ajority  o f  them  abandoned th e  p a s t o r a l  n o ­

m a d i c  lifesty le  and settled in to w n s  and cities. T here w a s  a  relatively 

sm all n u m b e r  o f interethnic m a rr ia g e s  and few T u rk m e n s  left their 

re p u b lic  fo r other parts o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union, though th e re  w as signif­

ican t im m ig ra tio n  of n o n -T u rk m e n  nationalities from  a ll  o v e r  the So­

v iet U n io n .

A f te r  1991 the T urkm ens a s s e r te d  their full p o l i t ic a l  co n tro l in 

the r e p u b l ic ,  and the T u rk m e n is ta n i  g o v e r n m e n t  in t ro d u c e d  sev ­

e ra l fa r - re a c h in g  political c h a n g e s  in order to re v iv e  s o m e  o ld  tra ­

d i t io n s  an d  traditional in s t i tu t io n s  and to o v erco m e th e  legacy  of 

the  S o v ie t  era . This in c lu d e d  co u n c ils  o f e ld e rs , c o u r ts  o f  ak- 

s a k a l s ,  e tc . These re fo rm s w e re  introduced m uch  f a s te r  than  in 

n e ig h b o r in g  K azakhstan o r  U z b e k is ta n ,  and s ig n if ic a n t ly  reshaped 

the  p o l i t ic a l  and social la n d s c a p e  o f  the co un try . U n l ik e  K aza ­

k h s ta n  o r  K yrgyzstan, the p o p u la t io n  m ovem ent in T u rk m e n is ta n  

to o k  p la c e  on a sm aller s c a le .  T h is  w as partly due to  a  s m a lle r  pro ­

p o r t io n  o f  ethnic m inorities  a n d  partly  due to a t i g h te r  c o n tro l of 

o v e r s e a s  travel and r e s tr ic t io n s  on  external in f lu e n c e s .  T h e  pro ­

p o r t io n  o f  Turkm ens in th e  to ta l  population o f  th e  re p u b lic  in ­

c r e a s e d  from  77 percent in 1991 to  about 82 p e rc e n t  in  2 0 0 4 . At 

p r e s e n t  betw een  four and s ix  m ill io n  Turkm ens liv e  o u ts id e  Turk ­

m e n is ta n ,  m ainly in A fg h a n is ta n ,  Iraq , Iran, K a z a k h s ta n .  R u s s ia ,  

T u rk e y ,  U zbekistan , an d  in  so m e other c o u n t r ie s .  S e e  also  

C L A N S .
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T U R K M E N  S O V I E T  S O C I A L I S T  R E P U B L I C  ( T U R K M E N  

S S R ) .  The Turkm en S S R  w as established o n  O c to b e r  2 7 ,1924 , as a  

fu ll m em ber o f the U n io n  o f  Soviet Socialist R e p u b lic s  (USSR). A c ­

co rd in g  to the S ovie t c o n s titu tio n , the re p u b lic  co u ld  maintain su b ­

s tan tia l autonomy in i ts  cu ltu ra l and dom estic  a f fa irs , but it was to  

fu lly  delegate all its f o r e i g n  p o l ic y , d efen se , a n d  security com pe ­

ten ce s  to the central S o v ie t  government in M o sc o w .

In 1924 the p o p u l a t i o n  o f  the Turkmen S S R  s to o d  at about 1 m il ­

l io n  people (81 p e rcen t liv in g  in rural areas) a n d  its total area w as 

a ro u n d  488,100 sq u a re  k ilom eters. The p o p u la tio n  grew to about

3 ,1 8 5 ,0 0 0  in 1985. T h e  T u rk m e n  SSR was c o m p r is e d  o f  Ashkhabad 

( A s h g a b a t )  (now A k h a l  w e la y a t) , C hardzhou, M a r y ,  Tashauz (now  

T a s h o g u z  welayat), a n d  K rasnovodsk  (now B a l k a n  w elayat) oblasts  

(p ro v in ces), although o v e r  tim e the num ber o f  p ro v in ce s  fluctuated 

d u e  to adm inistrative c h a n g e s .

In 1991 the T urkm en  S S R  was officially re n a m e d  Turkm enistan 

a n d  on October 27, 1 9 9 1 , it declared its in d e p e n d e n c e  from the So ­

v ie t  U nion. See also  T U R K M E N  A U T O N O M O U S OBLAST.

T U R K M E N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  ( T S U ) .  T h e  university was 

fo u n d e d  in the 1930s a s  th e  Turkmen P e d ag o g ica l Institute; it ob ­

ta in e d  university status in  1950 and the status o f  n a tio n a l university 

in  th e  1990. It is the la rg e s t an d  one of the o ldest u n iv e rs itie s  in Turk ­

m e n is ta n . Its l ib r a r y  is o n e  o f  the biggest in the c o u n try . The univer­

s i ty  has 16 schools ( fa k u l te ty ) and specialized c e n te r s .  It also has its 

o w n  large botanical g a rd e n ,  a  printing center, e th n o g ra p h ic  museum, 

c o m p u te r  center, and se v e ra l  research lab o ra to rie s . T he TSU pub ­

l is h e s  a  university n e w sp a p e r  and the U chonyie Z a p is k i  (Collection 

o f  Scien tific  Studies) s e r ie s .  In addition, it o ffe rs  p o stg raduate  study 

p ro g ra m s  at its a sp ira n tu ra  and  doktorantura , u p o n  completion o f 

w h ic h  degrees o f k a n d id a t n a u k  and doktor n a u k  respectively are 

a w a rd e d . Students are e n ro lle d  in full-time f iv e -y e a r  undergraduate 

d e g re e  program s, th re e -y e a r aspirantura, or th re e -y e a r  doktorantura  

p ro g ra m s .

U n til 1992 this e d u c a t i o n  w as offered m ainly in  th e  Russian and 

T u rk m e n  languages, an d  th e  foreign language d ep a rtm en t taught 

E n g lis h . German, F ren ch , L a tin , and some o ther W e s te rn  languages. 

S in c e  the early 1990s the T S U  has almost fully r e p la c e d  Russian with
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the T u r k m e n  la n g u a g e  in all fa c u lt ie s  and d ep a rtm en ts . T h e  un iver­

sity b e c a m e  one of the first e d u c a tio n a l  estab lishm ents in  th e  country 

to o f f e r  ed u ca tio n  in the new  L a tin -b a se d  script. In 2 0 0 4  th e  T S U  en ­

ro lled  a b o u t 10,000 students in  undergraduate and p o s tg ra d u a te  stud ­

ies.

T U R K S I B  ( f u l l  n a m e  T u r k e s ta n s k o - S ib ir s k a ia  M a g i s t r a l  in  R u s ­

s i a n ) .  A  m ajo r, 1 ,452-k ilom eter-long  r a ilw a y  built b e tw e e n  1927 and 

1932 a s  o n e  o f  the first large t r a n s p o r t a t io n  pro jec ts  o f  the  Soviet 

g o v e rn m e n t. It runs from S e m ip a la tin sk  and A lm aty ( K a z a k h s t a n )  

to K y rg y z s ta n . In K yrgyzstan th e  ra ilroad connects w ith  th e  Central 

A sian  ra ilro a d , and co n se q u en tly  w ith  the T urkm enistan  ra ilw a y  sys ­

tem . A t p re sen t theTurksib is a  p a r t  o f  the Kazakh ra ilro a d  an d  an im ­

p o rta n t transportation link b e tw e e n  Central Asia and R u s s i a n  Siberia 

via K a z a k h s ta n . In the early  2 0 0 0 s  there were p lans, s u p p o r te d  by the 

E c o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t io n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( E C O ) , to in te g ra te  the rail ­

w ay s y s te m  o f  Central A sia , I r a n ,  and Turkey into a  tran sp o rta tio n  

c o r r id o r  to  ease access to in te rn a tio n a l markets and to  in c re ase  the 

re g io n a l trade turnover. T h is  p ro je c t requires m u ltib il l io n -d o lla r  in­

v e s tm e n ts  to upgrade the e x is t in g  railw ay system an d  to  bu ild  new 

e x te n s io n s .

-  U  -

U N IO N  O F  C IN E M A T O G R A P H E R S  O F T U R K M E N IS T A N .

T h e p u b l ic  organization e s ta b l is h e d  in 1963 as  a  p ro fe ss io n a l 

u n io n  o f  the  cinem atographers o f  T urkm enistan. T h e  f i r s t  C ongress 

o f  th e  U n io n  was held in 1 9 6 3 , an d  adopted the m a jo r  p rincip les 

an d  c o n d i t io n s  for m em b ersh ip  in the organization. T h e  u n io n  pro ­

v id e d  v a r io u s  social ben efits  a n d  train ing  sessions, a s s i s te d  young 

c in e m a to g ra p h e rs  and c in e m a  c r i t ic s  in their p ro fe s s io n a l  g row th , 

and  su p e rv is e d  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f  state subsidies f o r  m o v ie  pro ­

d u c t io n s .  It gradually b ec am e  a  rig id  corporate-sty le  o rg a n iz a tio n . 

U n til 1991 the Union o f  C in e m a to g ra p h e rs  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  was 

part o f  th e  U nion of C in e m a to g ra p h e rs  o f the U S S R . T h e  u n io n  ex ­

p e r ie n c e d  decay  in the 19 9 0 s, a s  it lost most o f  the s ta te  g ra n ts  and 

s u b s id ie s .
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U N I O N  O F  J O U R N A L I S T S  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N . The pub lic  

o rgan ization , e s ta b lis h e d  in 1958, that u n ite d  th e  professional jo u r ­

n a lis ts  in T u rk m en is tan . T h e  union he ld  its  f i r s t  congress in 1959 

a n d  adop ted the m a jo r  p r in c ip les  and c o n d it io n s  fo r m em bersh ip in 

th e  organization. T h e  u n io n  provided v a r io u s  so c ia l ,  professional, 

a n d  educational b e n e f i ts ;  organized tra in in g  se ss io n s  and in tern ­

sh ip s ; and assisted y o u n g  journalists in d e v e lo p in g  their p rofes ­

s io n a l skills. The u n io n  h ad  several sec tio n s , in c lu d in g  a section o f  

tran s la to rs, o f p h o to g ra p h e rs ,  etc., and had b ra n c h e s  in every o b la st 

c e n te r . During the S o v ie t  e ra  the union fu n c tio n e d  under the stric t 

co n tro l of the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f T u r k m e n  S S R  and it gradually 

b ec am e  an exclusive c o rp o ra te -s ty le  o rg a n iz a t io n . It played an im ­

p o rta n t role in the S o v ie t  propaganda m a c h in e ry . A fter 1991 the 

u n io n  attem pted to tra n s fo rm  itself into an in d e p e n d e n t  nongovern ­

m en ta l and nonpo litica l o rgan ization  open to  p ro fe ss io n a l and inde ­

p e n d e n t journalists. S e e  a ls o  M ASS M E D IA .

U N I O N  O F  W R I T E R S  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N . T h e  public organi­

z a tio n , established in 1 9 3 4 , that united the w r i te r s  in Turkm enistan. 

T h e  first congress o f  th e  u n io n  was held in 1 9 3 4 , w h ich  adopted the 

m a jo r  principles and c o n d it io n s  for m em bersh ip  in the organization. 

T h e  union brought to g e th e r  writers and p o e ts  in the republic and 

p ro v id ed  various so c ia l b en efits  and tra in in g  sessio n s; arranged 

tran sla tio n s of the w o rk s  w ritten  by Turkm en w rite r s  in the T u r k ­

m e n  la n g u a g e  into R u ss ia n  and other m ajor la n g u a g e s  o f  the USSR; 

a n d  assisted young w r ite r s  in preparation o f  th e i r  m anuscripts for 

pu b lica tio n . The un ion  fu n c tio n ed  under the s t r ic t  control o f the 

C o m m u n i s t  P a r ty  o f  T u r k m e n  S S R . It g ra d u a lly  becam e an exclu ­

s iv e  corporate-style o rg a n iz a tio n , which tu rn ed  a w a y  many young 

ta le n ts  and n o nconfo rm ist w riters. The U nion  o f  W riters of Turk ­

m en is tan  published th e  jo u rn a ls  Sovet E d e b ia ty  (S o v ie t Literature) 

in the Turkmen lan g u ag e  an d  A shkhabad  in R u s s ia n ,  as well as a 

n ew sp ap er, Edebiat ve  s u n g a t  (Literature and A r t) .  T h e  union expe ­

r ie n c e d  decay in the 1 9 9 0 s , as  it lost most o f its s ta te  g ran ts and sub ­

s id ie s .

U N I T E D  S T A T E S . T he U n ite d  States officially re c o g n iz e d  the inde ­

p en d e n c e  of T urkm enistan  o n  Decem ber 25, 1 9 9 1 , and  formally es-
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ta b lish e d  d iplom atic re la tio n s  w i th  Turkm en istan o n  F e b ru a ry  19, 

1992. T h e  U .S . embassy w as o p e n e d  in Ashgabat on M a rc h  17, 1992. 

Je ffrey  W h ite  served as c h a rg e  d 'a f fa ire s  ad interim . T h ro u g h o u t the 

1990s T u rkm en istan  and the U n i te d  S tates m aintained p o s i t iv e  work ­

ing r e la t io n s ,  although U .S . p u b l ic  and human rig h t a c tiv is ts  fre ­

q u en tly  c ritic ized  A s h g a b a t  f o r  its  hum an rights reco rd  a n d  its  harsh 

tre a tm e n t o f  the political o p p o s it io n  and independent m a s s  m e d ia . 

T u rk m e n is ta n  expressed its c o n d o le n c e  to the U .S. g o v e rn m e n t and 

v ic tim s o f  the Septem ber 11, 2 0 0 1 ,  terrorist a ttacks. It p ro v id ed  its 

a irsp a c e  fo r  humanitarian a n d  re scu e  operations by  th e  U .S . and 

N orth  A tla n tic  Treaty O rg a n iz a tio n  airplanes, but, u n lik e  K yrgyzstan 

and U z b e k is ta n , Ashgabat r e fu s e d  to  open its territo ry  f o r  a  m ilitary 

base d u r in g  the United S ta te s - le d  w ar in Afghanistan.

U .S . co m p an ie s , such a s  B o e in g , G eneral E le c t r ic ,  M obil, 

C h e v ro n , and  some o thers, h a v e  becom e active in T u rk m en istan  

since  th e  early  1990s. S ev era l U .S . com panies e x p re s se d  in terest in 

p a r tic ip a tin g  in building gas a n d  o il pipelines, a lthough  se c u rity  con ­

ce rn s h a m p e re d  those p ro jec ts . T h e  U .S. com panies d e c re a s e d  their 

b u s in e s s  activ ities in early 2 0 0 0 , c itin g  the slow pace o f  p rivatiza tion  

red ta p e  and  lack of econom ic re fo rm s .

T h e  U .S . government h as  p ro v id e d  assistance to T u rk m en is tan  

s in ce  th e  early  1990s. B e tw e e n  1992 and 2004 A s h g a b a t  received 

a p p ro x im a te ly  US$250 m ill io n  through various a s s is ta n c e  pro ­

g ra m s . In addition it re c e iv e d  ab o u t US$50 m illio n  in surplus 

D e p a r tm e n t o f  Defense and  p r iv a te ly  donated h u m a n ita r ia n  com ­

m o d itie s .  In 2003 the a ss is ta n c e  p rogram  included th e  E x p o r t  Con ­

tro l a n d  R elated  Border S e c u r ity  program  that h e lp ed  to  strengthen 

the T u rk m e n is ta n  border g u a r d s ’ capabilities to p rev en t th e  transit of 

w e a p o n s  o f  mass d estruc tion , p ro lifera tion-re la ted  te c h n o lo g y , and 

o th e r  b a n n e d  weapons; In te rn a tio n a l M ilitary E d u c a tio n  an d  Train ­

ing a n d  F oreign  M ilitary F in a n c in g  to encourage m il i ta ry  reform ; 

a n tic r im e  training and te c h n ic a l assistance that fo c u s e d  on  coun ­

te rn a rc o tic s  efforts and im p ro v e d  detection, in te rd ic tio n , and  en ­

fo rc e m e n t capabilities th ro u g h  th e  establishm ent o f  co u n te rn a rc o tic s  

u n its ; construc tion  of a fo re n s ic s  lab for use in c o u n te m a rc o tic s  in­

v e s tig a tio n s .

T h e  U .S . government s u p p o r te d  establishm ent o f  th e  C entral 

A s ia n -A m e ric a n  E nterprise F u n d ,  which aim ed to  p ro m o te  the
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c re a tio n  and e x p a n s io n  o f  small to m e d iu m -s iz e d  business in 

T urkm enistan  as w e ll  a s  in the other C e n tra l  A sian  republics. It 

a lso  funded tra in in g  a n d  exchange p ro g ra m s th a t  sought to create  

T urkm en istan  c a d re s  o f  refo rm -m inded  a n d  W este rn -o rien ted  c iti ­

z e n s . Between 1993 a n d  2 0 0 3 , the U .S . g o v e rn m e n t  funded the 

tra v e l o f 1,170 T u rk m e n  c itizen s  to the U n i te d  S ta tes  on various 

ex c h an g e  program s. In  2 0 0 3 , for ex am p le , fu n d in g  was provided 

fo r  exchange p ro g ra m s  fo c u s in g  on the e d u c a t io n  o f  young people, 

su c h  as the Future L e a d e r s  Exchange, fo r s c h o la r s h ip s  to study at 

th e  A m erican U n iv e r s ity  o f  Central A sia in th e  K yrgyz R epublic, 

a n d  som e others. In a d d i t io n  the United S ta te s  supported  the In ­

te rn e t  Access and T r a in in g  program , w h ich  s u p p o r ts  six free ac ­

c e s s  sites in five c i t ie s  in  T urkm enistan . In 2 0 0 3 ,  abou t 160 T urk ­

m en  citizens tra v e le d  to  the United S ta te s  o n  academ ic and 

p ro fessio n a l e x c h an g e  p ro g ra m s .

U N O F F I C I A L  M U S L I M  C L E R G Y . A group  o f  M u s lim  clergy (m ul­

lah s  [mollas]) that a p p e a re d  during the S ov ie t e r a  d u e  to restrictions 

o n  a num ber of re g is te re d  m osques and o ffic ia l M u s lim  clergy. They 

p erfo rm ed  various re lig io u s  rituals and led p ra y e r s ,  but they were 

n o t registered with th e  s ta te  authorities. R e p re se n ta tiv e s  of unoffi ­

c ia l  M uslim  clergy o f te n  rece iv ed  informal I s la m ic  e d u c a t io n  from 

o ld  sheikhs or m u llah s , a n d  they often b ro u g h t in  som e local trad i ­

t io n s  and practices, in c lu d in g  those learned f ro m  S u f is m .  These 

m u lla h s  often had m o re  ra d ic a l views and w e re  c ritic a l of the o f f i ­

c i a l  M u s lim  c le r g y . T h e  S o v ie t authorities la rg e ly  tolerated the ex ­

is te n c e  o f the u n o ffic ia l M u slim  clergy as lo n g  as  they refrained 

fro m  public actions o r  in te rfe ren c e  in the p o li t ic s .  S ince  1991 som e 

represen ta tives o f  th is  g ro u p  have been re g is te re d  w ith  the state au ­

th o r itie s . Many o f th o se  w h o  did not reg ister jo in e d  various grass ­

ro o ts  Sufi orders or I s la m ic  g roups, including H iz b - U t - T a h r ir .  See  

a ls o  ISLA M .

U S S A T  ( a ls o  k h a ly p a ). 1 . A  m aster, teacher, o r h ig h ly  qualified expert 

in  h is field. 2. Head o f  a  c ra ftsm an  shop or a c ra f ts m a n  order in C en ­

tra l A sia. 3. A term u se d  in contemporary T u rk m e n is ta n  and other 

p a r ts  o f  Central A sia to  re fe r  to an expert, le c tu re r ,  o r a head o f  a 

w o rk in g  group.
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U Z B E K I S T A N  (official n a m e  U z b e k is ta n  R e s p u b lik a s i  o r  U zbek ­

is ta n ). T h is  repub lic is lo ca te d  e a s t  o f  T urkm en istan, w i th  w hich it 

shares 1,621 kilometers o f  its b o rd e r .  Uzbekistan is th e  th ird  largest 

state in  C e n tra l Asia (447 ,000  s q u a r e  kilometers). It is th e  m o st pop ­

ulous c o u n try  in the reg ion , w i th  a  p o p u la tio n  e s t im a te d  a t about 

25.2 m ill io n  in 2003, or n e a rly  4 5  percent of the to tal C e n tra l  Asian 

p o p u la tio n . T he Uzbeks a c c o u n t fo r  80 percent o f  th e  p opu la tion , 

R u ss ia n s  ab o u t 5.5 percent, T a j ik s  about 5.1 percent, K a z a k h s  about

3.0 p e r c e n t ,  Karakalpaks a b o u t 2 .5  percent,T atars a b o u t  1.1 percent, 

and o th e r s  about 2.5 percen t. B e tw e e n  200,000 and 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  T u rk ­

m e n s  l iv e  in Uzbekistan.

D u r in g  the  Soviet era U z b e k is ta n  together with T u rk m e n is ta n  and 

o th er C e n tra l  Asian R ep u b lics  w a s  part of the C e n tra l A s ia n  eco ­

no m ic  re g io n  and shared m o s t  o f  its t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  p ip e l in e s ,  

te leco m m u n ica tio n s , and o th e r  in frastructu re, as th ey  w e re  built to 

se rv ic e  th e  w hole region as a  s in g le  entity. A fter 1991 T a sh k e n t in ­

h e r ite d  th e  m ost vital parts o f  th is  infrastructure n e tw o rk ,  an d  there 

w ere co n s id e rab le  d isa g re e m e n ts  o ver transportation f e e s ,  border 

t r a d e ,  a n d  border control is s u e s  betw een the tw o s ta te s .  In 2000 

U z b e k is ta n  w as among T u rk m e n is ta n ’s largest t r a d in g  partners. 

T u rk m e n is ta n ’s trade with U z b e k is ta n  was estim ated  a t  15 percent 

o f its to ta l  foreign trade, o r a t a b o u t  US$200 m illion . T u rk m en is tan  

e x p o r te d  abou t U S$110 m illio n  in goods and s e r v i c e s ,  m a in ly  a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  products and m a c h in e ry , and im ported a b o u t  U S$90 

m illio n  in  goods and se rv ic e s , m a in ly  natural g a s ,  m a c h in e ry , and 

c o n s u m e r  goods.

In N o v e m b e r  2002 a g ro u p  o f  Turkm en citizens m a d e  an  assassi ­

n a tio n  a ttem p t on the life o f  P re s id e n t S a p a rm u ra t N iy a z o v .  Turk ­

m e n i s t a n  officials accused U zb ek is tan  of su p p o rtin g  the plot. 

U z b e k is ta n  also enforced a s t r ic t  contro l and visa re g im e  o n  the bor­

ders b e tw e e n  the two c o u n tr ie s ,  leading to n u m ero u s  com plain ts 

a m o n g  th e  local citizens. T h is  c o n tro l o f the borders, a s  w e ll  as terri ­

to ria l c la im s  from both s id es, s in c e  the borders w ere n e v e r  form ally 

c o n f irm e d  during the 20th c e n tu ry , created much o f th e  f r ic tio n  in po ­

litica l re la tio n s  between the tw o  neighboring co u n trie s  in the early 

d ay s o f  independence. In D e c e m b e r  2000 U zbekistan im p o se d  entry 

v isa  req u irem en ts  for c itizens o f  Turkm enistan, c re a tin g  a  huge ob ­

s tac le  to  travel and business b e tw e e n  the two repub lics.
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U zbek istan is a m e m b e r  o f  the C e n t r a l  A s i a n  F o r u m  (form erly 

C e n tra l Asian E c o n o m ic  U n io n ), C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  

S t a t e s ,  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  C o l l e c t iv e  S e c u ­

r i t y  T r e a t y  (U z b ek is tan  left it in 1999), E c o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t io n  

O r g a n iz a t io n ,  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  I s la m ic  C o n f e r e n c e ,  O r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  f o r  S e c u r it y  a n d  C o o p e r a t io n  in  E u r o p e ,  Shanghai C oop ­

e ra tio n  O rganization, a n d  som e other reg iona l a n d  in ternational o r ­

g an iza tio n s .

- V -

V A Q F . Religious e n d o w m e n t, properties, and lan d  d o n a te d  to mosques 

a n d  m edreses. D uring  m e d ie v a l times the I s la m ic  religious institu ­

t io n s  controlled s ig n if ic a n t areas of arable lan d  in  C entral Asia, in ­

c lu d in g  present-day T u rk m e n is ta n . In the 1 9 2 0 s  the g o v e r n m e n t  

co n fisc a ted  the v a q f  p ro p e r t ie s  and land and d is tr ib u te d  it among the 

lo c a l people. In the la te  1990s some re lig io u s  leaders suggested 

reestab lish ing  the in s titu tio n  o f  the va q f  in T u rk m e n is ta n . See also  IS ­

L A M .

V E L A Y A T .  See  W ELA YA T.

V E Z I R  ( f r o m  A r a b ic  w a z i r ). 1. A chief m inister a n d  ad v iso r to k h a n s  

o r  su ltan s in Central A s ia n  an d  M iddle Eastern s ta te s  in the medieval 

p e r io d . 2. A m inister a n d  representative o f a s u l ta n  in the Ottoman 

E m p ire .

-  W  -

W A H H A B I S M  ( a ls o  w a h a b i ,  w ahabiyah). A ra d ic a l  puritanical Is ­

l a m ic  m ovement e s ta b lis h e d  by A bd-A l-W ahhab (1 7 0 3 -1 7 8 7 ) on 

th e  A rabian  Peninsula. A bd-A l-W ahhab  ca lled  f o r  a  return to the 

o r ig in a l  practices o f I s l a m  and  to the strict a p p lic a tio n  o f the Is ­

l a m ic  norm  ( S h a r ia h ) .  D u rin g  the Soviet era W a h h a b ism  was prac ­

t i c a l ly  unknown in T u rk m e n is ta n  as the S o v ie t au tho rities kept 

s t r i c t  control over the re l ig io u s  practices am ong  M u s lim  com m uni­
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ties in  th e  repub lic . In the 1 9 9 0 s  a significant a m o u n t o f  literature 

on W a h h a b ism  was a lleg ed ly  b ro u g h t  to T u rkm en istan  f ro m  M iddle 

E a s te rn  co u n tr ie s  and d is tr ib u te d  am ong  the M u s lim  p o p u la t io n  of 

M a r y  a n d  L e b a p  w e la y a ts .  In  a d d itio n  several d o z e n s  s tu d e n ts  re ­

c e iv e d  e d u c a t i o n  or tra in in g  in  re lig io u s  institu tions in  th e  M idd le 

E ast. W a h h a b is ts  received n o  s ig n if ic a n t support a m o n g  th e  p o p u ­

l a t i o n  o f  T urkm enistan , th o u g h  th e re  were reports  th a t  it exerted 

som e a p p e a l  among rad ical I s la m ic  groups in the  re p u b lic .  The 

T u rk m e n is ta n i g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r ts  Islamic rev iv a l in  th e  country 

and fu n d e d  the building o f  m a n y  n ew  m osques, but it v ig o ro u s ly  re ­

s is ts  p ro p a g a tio n  of any r a d ic a l  Islam ic  teaching, e s p e c ia l ly  W ah­

h a b ism .

W A H H A B I S T .  1 . A fo llow er o f  W a h h a b is m ,  w ho u s u a l ly  adheres 

s tric tly  to  the religious d u tie s  o f  I s la m  as in te rp re ted  b y  A bd-A l- 

W a h h a b . 2 . A term often u sed  in Turkm enistan and s o m e  o th e r  Cen ­

tral A s ia n  Republics to re fe r to  a n y  person who s tr ic tly  fo llo w s the 

p illa rs  o f  Islam ic belief, th o u g h  not necessarily a f o l lo w e r  o f  the 

W a h h a b ism  movement.

W A T A N  ( “ f a t h e r la n d ” ) . A te rm  u sed  among people in s o m e  Central 

A sian  R ep u b lics . In the 1990s P res id en t S a p a r m u r a t  N i y a z o v  intro ­

d u ce d  th e  slogan Khalk, W atan, T u r k m e n b a s h y !  (P e o p le , Fatherland . 

T u rk m en b a sh y !)  as a national m o tto  and a foundation  o f  the state- 

p ro m o te d  ideology of an in d e p e n d e n t Turkm enistan. T h e  s lo g an  was 

m o d if ie d  to  Khalk, Watan, B e y ik  T urkm enbashy! (P e o p le , Fatherland , 

G rea t T urkm enbashy!).

W E L A Y A T  ( a l s o  v e la y a t). P ro v in c e . The term w e la y a t  re p la c e d  the 

R u ss ia n  term  oblast in T a j i k i s t a n .  Turkm enistan, a n d  U z b e k i s t a n ,  

a lth o u g h  it is not used in K a z a k h s t a n  or Kyrgyzstan.

W O M E N . In Turkmen society w o m e n  traditionally held  p ro m in e n t po ­

s i t io n s , a lthough some p a tria rch a l traditions affected th e i r  social and 

p o litic a l status. However, the  s ta tu s  o f  women was s ig n if ic a n tly  dif­

fe ren t in sedentary areas c lo s e  to  ancient cities, su ch  a s  B u k h a r a .  

K h i v a ,  o r  M e r v . from in th e  pasto ra l nomadic ru ra l a re a s .  In the 

n o rth e rn  and western parts o f  so u th ern  Turkm enistan, w h e re  people
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w e re  engaged in p a s t o r a l  n o m a d is m  until th e  2 0 th cen tury, the tra ­

d itio n a l role o f w om en  w e n t far beyond that o f  b e in g  just a house ­

w ife . Women played a n  im p o rtan t part in e c o n o m ic  activities and o f ­

te n  accom panied and  fo u g h t  alongside their h u s b a n d s  in numerous 

w a rs . M eanwhile, in s e d e n ta ry  areas o f T u rk m e n is ta n , where the in ­

f lu e n c e  o f settled s o c ie t ie s  and Islamic t r a d it io n s  was stronger, 

w o m e n  were often p e rc e iv e d  in their traditional ro le  o f  housekeepers. 

T h e y  often assum ed a s e c o n d a ry  role in p u b lic  life  and were often 

co m p e lle d  into forced m a rr ia g e s  to men w ho w e re  ab le  to pay ka lyn g  

(d o w ry ). One of the s y m b o ls  o f  these d ifferences is  the  fact that in the 

p a s t  m any women in s e d e n ta ry  areas wore a p a r a n ja  (veil) every time 

th e y  w ent outside th e ir h o u se s ; in contrast, in n o r th e rn  and western 

T urkm en istan  this t ra d itio n  w as not strictly fo l lo w e d .

T h e  Soviet a u th o ritie s  e n fo rc e d  the policy  o f  g e n d e r  equality in 

th e  1920s. The l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  i l l it e r a c y  c a m p a ig n  elim inated  mass 

i l li te ra c y  among w o m en  b y  th e  end of the 1930s a n d  the  kalyng  was 

o u tla w e d . There w as a n  u n o ffic ia l but s tric tly  fo llo w e d  policy o f 

q u o ta s  fo r women in a ll s ta te  institutions and  p u b l ic  organizations. 

D u r in g  the Soviet era  w o m e n  held up to 20 to  3 0  p e rc e n t of impor­

t a n t  p ub lic  positions in th e  ru lin g  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n  

S S R  and  in the g o v e r n m e n t ,  including m in is te r ia l positions. At the 

s a m e  tim e , however, th e  p u b lic  views o f the p o s i t io n  o f  women in 

f a m ily  life rem ained q u i te  conservative, as d iv o r c e  w as strongly 

d is c o u ra g e d  and any r e la t io n s  outside w ed lock  w e re  strongly d is ­

a p p ro v e d .

T h e  situation changed  significan tly  after in d e p e n d e n c e  in 1991. 

T h e  C o n s titu tio n  o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  guarantees e q u a l  rights of men 

a n d  w om en. However, th e  sta te  abandoned th e  q u o ta  system and 

w o m e n  quickly lost m ost o f  th e ir  positions in the p u b l ic  sector and in 

g o v e rn m e n t. Still, T u rk m en  w o m en  have o rg an ized  sev era l women’s 

o rg a n iz a tio n s  in order to  m a in ta in  more p rom inen t p o s itio n s  in pub ­

l ic  life  and defend the r ig h ts  o f  women. Some o f  th e m , like Sheker- 

s o l ta n  M ukham edova, G o z e l  Nuraliyeva, A kso ltan  A tae v a , and oth ­

e r s ,  obtained  m inisterial a n d  diplomatic p o s i t io n s  and  became 

in f lu e n tia l politicians a t th e  national level. H o w e v e r , certain pre- 

S o v ie t  traditions, such as  fo rc e d  marriages, k a ly n g , th e  w earing of the 

p a r a n ja , and others found  th e i r  w ay back, esp e c ia lly  in rural areas in 

L e b a p  and M ary  w e l a y a t .
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At p re s e n t ,  women co n s titu te  a b o u t 52 percent o f  th e  to ta l p o p u ­

l a t io n  o f  T urkm en istan . T he p ro p o r t io n  o f  women a m o n g  s tu d e n ts  at 

the te r t ia ry  leve l was about 58 p e r c e n t  in 2000. D ue to  th e  s te e p  eco ­

nom ic re c e s s io n  many w om en  lo s t  th e ir  jobs, and they  c o n s t i tu te  be ­

tw een 6 0  an d  70 percent o f  u n e m p lo y e d  people.

-  Y  -

Y A S H U L Y . S e e  AKSAK AL.

Y I G I T  ( a l s o  j i g i t  o r  dzh ig it). 1. A  h o rse  rider or w arrio r. 2 .  In  the tra ­

d itiona l T u rk m en  society ev e ry  y o u n g  person betw een a g e  2 5  and  40 

was o b l ig e d  to  serve in the m il i ta ry  in the case o f  w ar o r  a rm e d  con ­

flict. 3 . In  contem porary  T u rk m e n is ta n  the term is o ften  u s e d  to  refer 

to a b ra v e  an d  energetic yo u n g  m a n .

Y O L D O S H  ( a l s o  yu ldash). 1. C o m ra d e .  A formal title w id e ly  used  in 

T u rk m e n is ta n  during the S o v ie t e r a ,  especially w ith r e f e re n c e  to a 

sen io r p u b lic  o r C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n  S S R  o ff ic ia l. 2. 

F rien d , com p an io n .

Y O U T H  U N I O N  N A M E D  A F T E R  M A G T Y M G U L Y . A  popular 

youth  m o v e m e n t established in  N o v em b er 1991. T he o rg a n iz a t io n ’s 

m ain g o a l  is the spiritual d e v e lo p m e n t of T urkm en istan ! y o u th . It 

m a in ta in s  its cells in all m a jo r sch o o ls , universities, a n d  p u b lic  or­

g a n iz a tio n s , and has branches in  ev e ry  etrap , town o r  c i ty ,  and  we- 

la ya t. T h e  young people u su a lly  jo in  the union in h ig h  sc h o o l and 

m a in ta in  the  membership in th is  organization  until the a g e  o f  28 . The 

Y outh U n io n  publishes the n e w sp a p e r  the Nesil and w o rk s  w ith  the 

you th  T V  channel Yaslyk. A c c o rd in g  to media reports th e  m em ber ­

ship  a t th e  m ovement stood at a b o u t  700.000 in 2004. T h e  u n io n  held 

its th ird  co n g ress  in A sh g a b a t in  M ay  2004.

Y U R T  ( a l s o  yu rta , s o m e t im e s  c a l l e d  by). A trad itional fe lt  ten t in 

T u rk m e n is ta n , as well as in K y rg y z s ta n . K a z a k h s t a n . a n d  M ongo lia .

It is u s e d  fo r dwelling, e sp e c ia lly  in the steppes and d u r in g  m ilitary 

e x p e d itio n s . The yurt consists o f  a  light collapsible w o o d e n  lattice
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f ra m e , which creates a c ircu lar-shaped  wall a n d  a  cone-shaped roof 

w ith  a smoke ring on  th e  to p . The structure o f  a n  assem b led yurt is 

c o v e re d  by felt rugs ( tra d itio n a lly  made o f  s h e e p  fleece) . The exte ­

r io r  o f  the yurt is o ften  w h i te ,  although the c o lo r  o f  the exterior may 

v a ry  o r  may have som e n o m a d ic  patterns ov er th e  e x te r io r  walls. The 

in te r io r  o f the yu rt is tra d itio n a lly  divided in to  a  m an ’s part and a 

w o m a n ’s  part, and the  c e n te r  is reserved for a  f ire p la c e . The floor is 

o f te n  covered by c a r p e t s  an d  by a traditional co tto n -filled  quilt or 

m a ttre ss . The whole y u r t  c a n  be assembled w ith in  a  few  hours and is 

l ig h t  enough to be tra n sp o r te d  on h o r s e s  or c a m e ls .

In  contem porary T u rk m e n is ta n  yurts  are o f te n  used  as a place 

f o r  fam ily  or public c e le b ra t io n  or for a c o u n try  e sc a p e . The pop ­

u la r i ty  o f  the yu r t  s u rg e d  a f te r  independence in  1991, as yu rts  

b e g a n  to  be p roduced in v a r io u s  sizes and w i th  various internal 

d e c o ra tio n s .

-  Z  -

Z A C A S P I A N  O B L A S T .  T h e  o b la s t  established b y  th e  R u s s ia n  E m ­

p i r e  colonial ad m in istra tio n , w ith its center in A s k h a b a t (now A s h ­

g a b a t )  in 1882. Its to tal a re a  w as about 5 3 2 ,0 0 0  sq u a re  kilometers 

a n d  it covered most o f  th e  te rr ito ry  of the T u rk m en  land . The oblast 

c o n s is te d  of five u e z d s  (d is tr ic ts )—A s k h a b a d , K rasnovodsk, 

M an g y sh lak , Merv, and  T en z h en . They were fu r th e r  subdivided into 

v o lo s t , pristavstvo , au l (o b a ) , aksakalstvo, etc. In 1 8 9 9  it became part 

o f  th e  Turkistanskii K rai ( T u r k i s t a n ) .  In 1918 th e  Z acasp ian  Oblast 

b e c a m e  part of the new ly  c re a te d  T u r k is ta n  A u t o n o m o u s  S o v ie t  S o ­

c i a l i s t  R e p u b li c  ( T A S S R ) .  In  1921 Zacaspian O b la s t  w as renamed 

T u rk m en sk ay a  (Turkm en) O b la s t.

Z A C A S P I A N  P R O V I S I O N A L  G O V E R N M E N T . In  July 1918 a 

g ro u p  led by Fedor F u n tik o v  declared  the e s ta b lish m e n t o f  the inde­

p e n d e n t  Zacaspian P ro v is io n a l Governm ent th a t re ce iv ed  support 

f ro m  G reat Britain. T h is g o v e rn m e n t was locked in  a  b itte r struggle 

a g a in s t  the Bolshevik fo rc e s  an d  their supporters, a n d  it w as respon­

s ib le  fo r the execution o f  se v e ra l prominent B o lsh e v ik  com m issars in 

A sk h a b a t ( A s h g a b a t )  in 1 9 1 8 . In January 1919 th e  Z acasp ian  Provi­
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sional G o v e rn m e n t’s troops w e re  d e fe a te d  by the R ed A r m y ,  and  the 

g o v ern m en t w as dissolved.

ZA M A N  P A J Y G A L I (also p a jy g a l i  d o v u r ) .  I . Period o f  t r a g ic  events 

or so c ia l ca tastrophes, w hich a f fe c te d  the whole so c ie ty . 2 . A m ong 

the C e n tra l  A sians the term  is o f te n  used in reference to  th e  d isaster 

o f  the p o p u la r  uprising o f 1916 a n d  som e particularly d e s t ru c tiv e  nat­

ural d is a s te rs ,  such as fam in e , e x tre m e ly  cold w in te rs , o r  y ea rs  of 

d rough t.

Z E L I L I  ( r e a l  n a m e  K u rb a n d u rd y  M a m e td o v le t-o g ly )  ( 1 7 8 0 - 1 8 4 8 ? ) .

P ro m in en t Turkm en poet, on e  o f  th e  early  classics o f  m o d e rn  Turk ­

men p o e try .  Born in the v i l la g e  o f  K ara-G uzy, K u rb a n d u rd y  

M am etd o v le t-o g ly  received fo rm a l education from  th e  m ed rese  

S h irgazi (K h iv a )  and m edrese  G e o k le n  (K o n e u rg e n c h ) . A f te r  grad ­

uation h e  re tu rned  to his h o m e a n d  taught at a m e d re se .  In  1816 he 

was c a p tu re d  and taken as a p r i s o n e r  to Khiva. He w as a b le  to  return 

hom e o n ly  a fte r 1825. It w as h is  p o e try , however, that m a d e  him  fa ­

m ous a m o n g  T urkm ens. M an y  o f  his lyric, patriotic a n d  p h ilo so p h ­

ical p o e m s , such as W atanym, S e n i , Jandan doyan y a ly  b o ld u m .  and 

m any o th e r s ,  became songs p o p u la r  not only in his n a t iv e  reg io n  but 

am ong  a ll the Turkmens and o th e r  peoples of C entral A s ia .  H e also 

c o m p o se d  several poems a b o u t lo v e  o f  the fatherland, n o s ta lg ia  for 

hom e, a n d  others themes. In co n tem p o rary  T u rk m en is tan  he is ad ­

m ired a n d  highly regarded fo r h is  contribution to the d e v e lo p m e n t of 

m od ern  T urkm en  poetry.

Z N A N I Y E  S O C I E T Y  O F  T U R K M E N I S T A N  (B ilim  J e m g y y ty  in 

T u r k m e n ) .  A public o rg a n iz a tio n  established in 1 9 4 7  in Turk ­

m e n is ta n . T he society held p u b lic  lectures on cu ltu ra l, p o litic a l , so ­

c ia l, a n d  o th e r issues in v ario u s p a r ts  ot the republic, in v itin g  prom i­

nent e x p e r ts  in the field. In a d d itio n  it published s e v e ra l series of 

b ro c h u re s , popularizing sc ien ce  an d  social and legal is s u e s .  T he g o v ­

e r n m e n t  and Communist P a r t y  o f  T u r k m e n  S S R  a lw a y s  heavily 

c e n so re d  the political con ten t o f  the lectures. In itia lly  th e  society 

p layed  an  important role in T u rk m e n is ta n ’s cultural d e v e lo p m e n ts , as 

m ost o f  its  members lectured in  a ll parts o f the republic , in c lu d in g  the 

m ost re m o te  areas. H ow ever, in the 1970s the o rg a n iz a tio n  was
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la rg e ly  reduced to a p ro p a g a n d a  machine o f  th e  C om m un ist Party o f  

T urk m en  SSR. D uring  th e  M ikhail G orbachev e r a  (1985-1991) it be ­

c a m e  one of the few  o rg an iza tio n s  in the re p u b lic  that, in line with 

th e  p e r e s t r o ik a  p o licy , in itia ted  public d is c u s s io n s  o f  political and 

eco n o m ic  changes. A f te r  1991 the society lost m o s t  o f  its state subsi­

d ie s  and was closed.

Z Y N D A N . 1. A prison d u r in g  medieval tim es. 2 . A  harsh  place where 

p e o p le  experience e x tre m e  discom fort.



A p p e n d ix  A: Se le ct e d  Stat ist ical D a t a



Ta b ic  1 . Tu r k m e n ist a n : M a in  Ec o n o m ic  In d ic a t o r s (1 9 9 0 - 2 0 0 4 )

1990 1991 1992

Memorandum items

Population (year-end, millions) 3.7 3.8 3.8
GDP (in millions of manats) 7,300 17,000 306,000
GDP per capita (in U.S. dollars) 340.4 134.6 351.8
Share of industry in GDP (%) 16.0 20.0 59.0
Share of agriculture in GDP (%) 48.0 46.0 19.0
Current account/GDP (%) n.a. 88.6 68.5

External debt— reserves, in
US$ millions n.a. n.a. n.a.

External debt—GDP (%) 0.0 0.0 0.0

External debt/exports of goods and
services (%)

O u tp u t and expend itu re

n.a. 0.0 0.0

GDPJ 2.0 -4 .7 -5.3
Industrial gross output 3.2 4.8 -14.9
Agricultural gross output 
Employment

n.a. -4.2 -8.5

Labor force (year-end) n.a. 3.4 3.6
Employment (year-end) 3.4 1.9 0.1

Unemployment1’ 2.0 2.0 n.a.

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

3.9 4.0 4.6 4.7 4.9
5,584,000 87,200 652,000 7,751,700 11,108,800

1,390.0 517.0 591.9 464.1 495.1
55.1 38.1 52.8 54.4 32.9
11.5 32.7 16.2 12.6 20.2
14.1 4.0 0.9 0.1 -25.3

-650.0 -509.0 -615.0 -504.0 70.5
3.1 20.0 20.2 30.6 56.5

5.8 16.9 22.9 33.5 133.5
(Percentage change in real terms)

-10.0 -17.3 -7.2 -6 .7 -11.3
4.0 -27.9 21.4 30.7 -33.0
8.0 -17.6 4.5 -45.2 123.7

(Percentage change in real terms)
3.1 2.5 9.2 -0.1 0.2
4.4 1.4 5.0 1.8 2.0

(In percent of labor force)

n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Prices and w ages
C onsum er prices (annual average) 

Consumer prices (year-end) 

Producer prices (annual average) 

Producer prices (year-end)

Gross average monthly earnings in 

economy (annual average) 

External sector 
Current account 
Trade balance

M erchand ise  exports ' 

M erchand ise  im ports '

Foreign direct investment, net

Gross reserves (year-end), 

excluding gold'1 

External debt stock

4 6 103 493

(Percentage change)

3,102 1,748 1,005 992 83.7

n.a. 155 644 9,750 1,328 1,262 446 21.5

n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 1,293.0 n.a. n.a.

10.3 92.9 664.5 2,119.3 587.7 639.8 757.1 220.0

447 927

(In millions

776

of U.S. dollars)
84 24 2 -608

-249 590 1,140 1,100 485 441 304 —259

151 1,238 2,149 2,693 2,176 2,084 1,692 743

400 648 1,009 1,593 1,691 1,644 1,388 1,003

n.a. n.a. n.a. 79 103 233 108 108

n.a. n.a. n.a. 818 927 1,165 1,172 1,285

0 0 0 168 418 550 668. 1,356

Source. Strategy for Turkmenistan. Eu r o p e a n  B a n k  f o r  Re c o n st r u c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t , 2 0 0 2 .

- D a t a  fo r  2 0 0 1  EB R D  e st im a t e s. O f f i c ia l  G D P  g ro w t h  w a s 2 0 .5  p e r c e n t , b u t  t h e re  a r e  se r i o u s d a t a  c o n c e r n s  o v e r  

bEv e r y  Tu r k m e n  c i t iz e n  is g u a ra n t e e d  e m p lo y m e n t , t h u s o f f ic i a l  u n e m p lo y m e n t  d o e s n o t  e x ist .

'Fr o m  1 9 9 6  e xp o r t s o f  g as a r e  r e c o r d e d  f r e e  o f  b o a rd  a n d  t ra n si t  c o st s a r e  a d d e d  t o  im p o r t s.

• • Fo reig n  e xc h a n g e  r e se r v e s o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a n k  p lu s t h e  f o re ig n  e x c h a n g e  r e se r v e  f u n d .

'Ec o n o m is t  In t e l l ig e n c e  U n i t . Tu r k m e n ist a n  Co u n t r y  Re p o r t , )a n u a r y  2 0 0 4 , 1 0 .

t h is f ig u r e .

(continued)



Table 1. Turkmenistan: Main Economic Indicators (1990-2004) (c o n tin u e d )

1998 1999 2 0 0 0 2001 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 p 2 0 0 4 «

Memorandum items
Population (year-end, millions) 5.0 5.2 5.4 5.5 5.8 n.a. n.a.
GDP (in millions of m anats) 13,995,000 20,056,000 22,900,000 30,062,905 39,192,910 n.a. n.a.
GDP per capita (in U.S. dollars) 509.9 452.5 474.6 537.5 622.6 n .a. n.a.
Share of industry in G D P (%) 27.6 32.0 38.0 37.0 n.a. n.a. n.a.
Share of agriculture in G D P (%) 25.2 27.0 26.0 23.0 n.a. n.a. n.a.
Current account/GDP (%) -37.4 -24.8 15.2 -2.5 0.8 n.a. n.a.

External debt—reserves, in
US$ millions 370.0 492.0 422.0 345.0 255.0 n.a. n.a.

External debt—GDP (%) 98.7 87.0 87.8 81.1 58.3 n.a. n.a.

External debt/exports of goods and

services (%) 209.9 150.3 84.2 86.4 67.7 n.a. n.a.
Output  and expenditure (Percentage change in real terms)
GDP'1 5.0 16.0 17.6 12.0 8.5 n.a. n.a.
Industrial gross output 25.8 13.0 29.0 11.0 15.0 23.0 10.0
Agricultural gross output 8.7 35.0 17.0 15.0 0.0 n.a. n.a.
Employment (Percentage change in real terms)
Labor force (year-end) 5.5 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Employment (year-end) 1.3 0.7 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

(In percent of labor force)
Unemployment11 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Prices and wages
Consumer prices (annual average) 16.8 24.2

(Percentage change in real terms)

8.3 11.6 14.4 10.5 11.0

Consumer prices (year-end) 19.8 21.2 7.4 11.7 18.3 n.a. n.a.

Producer prices (annual average) n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Producer prices (year-end) n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Gross average monthly earnings in 

economy (annual average) 46.3 21.9 60.3 35.0 30.0 n.a. n.a.

External sector 
Current account -952 -583

(Percentage change)
386 -7 4 30 n.a. n.a.

Trade balance -539 -210 644 325 450 n.a. n.a.

Merchandise exports' 597 1,162 2,383 2,526 2,800 3,400 3,530

Merchandise importsc 1,136 1,372 1,739 2,201 2,350 2,500 2,850

Foreign direct investment, net 62 125 126 133 150 n.a. n.a.

Gross reserves (year-end),

excluding gold'1 1,379 1,555 1,808 2,055 1,845 n.a. n.a.

External debt stock 1,749 2,047 2,230 2,400 2,100 n.a. n.a.

Source: Strategy for Turkmenistan. Eu r o p e a n  B a n k  f o r  Re c o n st r u c t i o n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t , 2 0 0 2 .

' D a t a  f o r  2 0 0 1  EB R D  e st im a t e s. O f f i c ia l  G D P  g r o w t h  w a s 2 0 .5  p e r c e n t , b u t  t h e re  a r e  se r io u s d a t a  c o n c e r n s  o v e r  t h is f ig u r e . 

bEv e r y  Tu r k m e n  c i t iz e n  is g u a ra n t e e d  e m p lo y m e n t , t h u s o f f ic i a l  u n e m p lo y m e n t  d o e s n o t  e x is t .

'Fr o m  1 9 9 6  e xp o r t s o f  g as a r e  r e c o r d e d  f r e e  o f  b o a r d  a n d  t r a n si t  c o st s a r e  ad d e d  t o  im p o r t s.

‘‘Fo re ig n  e x c h a n g e  r e se r v e s o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a n k  p lu s t h e  f o re ig n  e x c h a n g e  r e se r v e  f u n d .

' Ec o n o m is t  In t e l l ig e n c e  U n i t . Tu r k m e n ist a n  Co u n t r y  Re p o r t , Ja n u a r y  2 0 0 4 , 1 0 .



Tab le  2 . Tu rk m e n ist a n : Su m m ary  M o n e t ar y  A c c o u n t s, 1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 0  (in  b i l l io n s o f  manats)

1996

Dec.

1997

Dec. Mar.

1998

June

Net foreign assets 4,282 3,275 3,140 4,158
Foreign assets 4,765 5,350 5,293 6,816
Foreign liabilities 483 2,076 2,152 2,658

Net domestic assets - 3 ,9 0 4 - 2 ,5 8 7 - 2 ,5 3 6 - 3 ,3 4 7

of w h ich: m anat  net dom estic assets 117 190 417 592

Net credit to government - 4 ,5 6 2 4 ,824 5 ,047 6 ,458
Budgetary support 8 52 70 137
Foreign exchange reserve fund (net) -4,569 -4,878 5,117 6,596

Credit to the economy 567 2,118 2,184 2,675
Credit to state enterprises 567 2,118 2,184 2,675

In manats 19 19 21 19
In foreign currency 549 2,099 2,164 2,656

Credit to the private sector 0 0 0 0

Credit to banks 278 565 720 756

Other items (net) -187 -445 -393 -320

Reserve money 364 545 475 510

Currency issued 281 423 403 461

Bank deposits 83 122 72 50

O ther deposits 14 142 129 301

Gross international reserves (in millions of U.S. dollars) 1,171 1,285 1,271 1,311

In months of imports 10 15 13 14

of which: FERF (in millions of US$) 1,143 1,194 1,228 1,268

CBT (in millions of US$) 27 91 42 42

Memorandum items:

Reserve money (percentage change)

Q uarterly 48.6 13.1 - 1 2 .8 7.4

Annual 348.3 49.9 2.7 25.5

Source. In t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  Fu n d . Turkmenistan: Recent Econom ic Trends. W a sh in g t o n , D .C .: IM F, 1 9 9 9 , 1 0 9 .

’ Eu r o p e a n  B a n k  f o r  Re c o n st r u c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  Est im a t e s: Strategy for Turkmenistan. Eu r o p e a n  B a n k  f o r  Re c o n st r u c t io n  a n d  

D e v e lo p m e n t , 2 0 0 2 .

(continued)



Tab le  2 . Tu rk m en ist an : Su m m ary  M o n e t ar y  A c c o u n t s, 1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 0  (in  b i l l io n s o f  manats) (cont inued )

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Sep. Dec. Mar. June

Net foreign assets 4,144 4,531 4,762 4,937
Foreign assets 6,835 7,171 7,382 7,549
Foreign liabilities 2,691 2,639 2,620 2,612

Net domestic assets -3,148 -3,124 3,011 3,499
of which: manat  net domestic assets 870 1,219 1,344 980

Net credit to government 6,557 6,603 6,637 6,877
Budgetary support 168 412 519 453
Foreign exchange reserve fund (net) 6,725 7,015 7,156 7,330

Credit to the economy 2,732 2,722 2,995 2,899
Credit to state enterprises 2,732 2,722 2,995 2,899

In manats 24 50 194 48
In foreign currency 2,708 2,671 2,801 2,851

Credit to the private sector 0 0 0 0

Credit to banks 
Other items (net)

Reserve money 

Currency issued 

Bank deposits 

Other deposits
Gross international reserves (in millions of U.S. dollars) 

In months of imports 
of which: FERF (in millions of US$)

CBT (in millions of US$)

985
-308

718

646

71

279
1,314

14
1,293

21

1,024
-267

1,157

1,052

105

251

1,379

15
1,349

30

855
-224

1,509

1,183

326

242

1,420
16

1,376
43

836
-358

1,223

949

274

215

1,452

16
1,410

42

Memorandum items:
Reserve money (percentage change) 

Quarterly 

Annual

40.6

48.9

61.2

112.2

30.4

217.5

-18.9

139.7 84.2* 86.4* 67.7*

Source-. In t e rn a t io n a l  M o n e t a r y  Fu n d . Turkmenistan: Recent  Econom ic Trends. W a sh in g t o n , D .C .: IM F, 1 9 9 9 , 1 0 9 . n o u o in n m im t  m m
• Eu r o p e an  B a n k  f o r  Re c o n st r u c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  Est im a t e s: Strategy for Turkmenistan. Eu r o p e a n  B a n k  f o r  R e c o n st r u c t io n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t , 2 0 0 2 .



Tab le  3 . Tu rk m e n ist an : A g r ic u l t u r a l  Pro d u c t io n , 1 9 9 0 - 2 0 0 3

7997 7992 7 993 1994 7995 7996

Grains 516.6 722.2 974.0 1,106.2 1,109.2 556.4

Wheat 205.6 373.6 508.7 711.7 878.7 453.1
Rice 53.8 64.0 87.8 113.9 88.8 40.9

Cotton 1,432.8 1,300.0 1,341.0 1,282.9 1,294.4 435.5
Potatoes 30.3 34.5 31.4 20.2 20.5 21.3
Vegetables 388.4 311.7 285.6 386.0 376.4 310.00
Grapes 167.3 125.2 114.0 132.8 163.0 94.0
Meat 175.1 172.1 192.3 189.0 196.1 199.5
Milk 458.2 470.6 711.0 716.3 727.3 754.8
Eggs (millions) 299.9 292.0 267.1 270.2 270.0 273.1
Wool 16.3 17.0 18.5 19.2 19.3 19.2

Livestock and poultry (thousands)
Cattle 899.0 1,004.1 1,104.5 1,181.5 1,199.6 1,155.6
Sheep 5,599.1 6,265.0 6,314.1 6,503.0 6,574.0 6,138.1
Poultry 6,483.0 6,461.0 6,528.0 5,781.0 4,991.2 4,237.3

Grains

Wheat

Rice

Cotton

Potatoes
V eg etab les

G rapes

M eat

Milk
Er r s (m illio ns)

Wool

Livestock and poultry (thousands) 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Poultry

7997 7998 7999

760.1

706.9

27.3

635.2 

17.1
241.2
131.4
198.4
755.4 

274.1

17.9

1,128.5

5.956.8

4.234.9

1,290.0

1 ,229 .4

14.7

704.9

28.9
294.6
139.7
227.9 
765.6 
277.2

18.9

1.423.7 

6,052.1
3.155.8

1.543.6

1.510.6  

19.4

1,304.1

44.1
305.9 
153.4 
234.0
877.9 
325.2

19.7

1,571.5

7,200.4

4,033.8

2000* 2001* 2002* 2003*

1.958.0

1.645.0 

41.2

1.500.0

2,280.0

1,800.0

47.0

2,000.0

2.506.0

1.900.0 

52.0

2.200.0

2.718.0 

2,000.0

63.0

2.300.0

345.0 392.0 446.0 505.0

350.0 413.0 481.0 563.0

7,987.0 8,788.0 9,589.0 10,390.0

So u rce- . Turkmenistan, vozropzhdenyi geniem velikogo Turkmenbashy: Zolotaia epokha Turkmen istanavtsifrakhi faktakh IT u r k m e n ist a n , R e v iv e d  b y  t h e  G e n iu s  

o f  Tu r k m e n b a sh y  t h e  G r e a t : Th e  G o l d e n  Ep o ch  o f  Tu r k m e n ist a n  in  N u m b e r s a n d  Fa c t s). A sh g a b a t , 2 0 0 2 , 2 4 - 2 5 , 4 1 - 4 J.



Table 4. Turkmenistan: Cargo Transportation by Transportation Enterprises, 1992-2003 (in millions of tons, unless otherwise 
specified)

1992 1993 1994 7995 7996 7997 1998 7999 2000 2001 2002 2003

All types of transportation 87.1* 125.4 94.4 76.9 91.3 79.8 ___

Railway 22.8 18.4 13.8 10.1 8.0 8.7 — ___ 10** 11.5** 13** 14.7**
Pipelines 11.3 59.1 32.7 32.5 36.1 23.7 — ____ 25** 27.8** 30.6** 33**
Sea transportation — 0.03 0.05 0.09 0.12 0.13
Inland water transport 1.4 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.5 1.7
Motor transport 51.6 46.3 46.5 32.9 45.6 45.6 ___ ___ 50** 57** 65** 72**
Air transport (1,000 tons) 9.6 14.0 16.8 7.9 7.6 8.2 — — 14.8**1 18.3** 21** 24.2**

7  Ul m uepenaeni n ates n w i - z u u u ): Stat ist ical Abstract. M o sc o w : SN G  St at  2 0 0 1  6 2 3
• Ex c l u d in g  sea t r an sp o r t a t io n  '  '

m enbashv^ he f t T i  JurkmenbashY: Z ° lotaia ePokha Turkm enistan v tsifrakh i faktakh (Tu r k m e n ist a n , R e v i v e d  b y  t h e  G e n i u s  o f  Tu r k -
m e n b a sh y  t h e  G r e a t . Th e  G o l d e n  Ep o c h  o f  Tu r k m e n ist a n  in  N u m b e r s a n d  Fa c t s] . A sh g a b a t , 2 0 0 2 , 3 9 .

Table 5 . Turkmenistan: Passenger Transportation by Transport Enterprises, 19 92 - 2 0 03  (in m illions of people)

1992 1993 1994 7995 7996 7997

All types of transportation 
Railway transportation 
Bus transportation 
Taxi transportation 
Trolley bus transportation 

Sea transportation 

Air transportation

301.3
5.9

252.1
18.4
23.2

1.7

311.2
4.9

273.1
9.2

22.2
0.010

1.8

330.1
4.8 

280.3
12.7
30.4

0.000

1.9

304.3
5.2

274.3

23.6
0.000

1.2

345.9
7.2 

307.5
5.5

24.5

0.000

1.2

354.3
5.7 

322.6
2.8 

22.1

1.1

1998 1999 2000* 2001* 2002* 2003*

All types of transportation — —

2.5 2.8 3.1 3.5Railway transportation — —
Bus transportation — —
Taxi transportation — —
Trolley bus transportation — —

0.171 0.218Sea transportation — — 0.123 0.144

Air transportation — — 1.5 1.6 1.8

Source: 10 years of the Commonwealth of Independent States (1991-2000): Statistical Abstract. M o sc o w : SN G  St a t , 2 0 0 1 , 6 2 3 .

• G o v e r n m e n t  e st im a t e s. Turkmenistan, vozropzhdenyi geniem velikogo Turkmenbashy: Zolotaia epokha Turkmenistana v tsifrakh i faktakh (T u r k m e n i st a n , R e ­

v i v e d  b y  t h e  G e n iu s  o f  Tu r k m e n b a sh y  t h e  G r e a t : Th e  G o ld e n  Ep o ch  o f  Tu r k m e n ist a n  in  N u m b e r s a n d  Fa c t s). A sh g a b a t , 2 0 0 2 , 4 0 .



Tab le 6 . Tu rk m e n ist an : Sch o o ls, H ig h e r  an d  Seco n d ary  Sp e c ia l ize d  Ed u c at io n a l  In st i t u t io n s b y Reg io n *

Schools Universities Specialized Institutions

Region School Year Total Students 1,000 Total Students 1,000 Total Students 1,000

Total 1995-1996 1996 940.6 15 32.1 37 13.8
1996-1997 1947 922.9 16 29.1 22 11.5
1997-1998 1958 947.9 16 25.8 19 9.0
1998-1999 1948 973.2 16 23.2 19 6.7

Ashgabat 1995-1996 72 69.3 13 27.1 12 3.8
1996-1997 71 69.7 14 25.3 7 3.6
1 997-1998 73 73.5 14 22.8 7 3.6
1 998-1999 76 77.4 14 20.7 7 2.6

W elayats

Akhal 1995-1996 298 149.6 — _____ 4.0 0.5
1996-1997 301 146.6 1.0 0.6
1997-1998 304 150.3
1998-1999 301 151.1

B alkan

D ashoguz

1995- 1996
1996- 1997

1997- 1998

1 9 9 8 -  1999

1 9 9 5 - 1996

1996- 1997

1997- 1998
1998- 1999

4 1.5

4 1.0

2 0.8

2 0.8

4 2.1

3 2.0

3 1.5

3 1.1



Tab le  7 . T u r k m e n ist a n : In f o r m a t io n  a n d  C o m m u n ic a t i o n  Te c h n o lo g ie s ( IC T )  a t  a G l a n c e

Country background inform ation 1995 2002

Europe an d  

Central Asia

Low er  M id d le  

In com e

Poverty ( %  of popu la tion  below  $1 per day) _ 12.1
Adult literacy rate (% ages 15 and  over) 98.0 97* 97.4 86 6
Urban population (% of total population) 44.5 45.2 62.7 49 4
Gross national income per capita (atlas method, $) 1,020 1,200 2,160 1,390
Gross national income per capita (purchasing power

parity, $) 3,080 4,570 6,690 5 130
Gross domestic product growth (1990-1995 and

1995-2002, %) -9 .6 9.0 2.8
Scientists and engineers in research and development

(per million people)

Expenditures for research and  developm ent
— — 2 ,068 807.5

(% of GDP)
0.8 0.9

ICT infrastructure and access

Telephone mainlines per 1,000 people 71.0 80 235 146
In largest city 153.0 155 449
Waiting list (1,000 people) 85.0 61 12,155 27,675

Revenue per line ($)
Cost of local call ($ per 3 minutes) 

Mobile phones (per 1,000 people) 

International com m unications 

O utgoing traffic (minutes per subscriber) 

Cost of call to U.S. ($ per 3 minutes) 
Daily newspapers (per 1,000 people) 
Radios (per 1,000 people)
Television sets (per 1,000 people)

82.0 127 268 283

_ 0.06 (0.015)** 0.08 0.04

— 2 141 110

44.0 50 65 58

_ 11,7 (3.0)** 2.13 4.5

___ 7 102

235.0 256 447 346

187.0 196 407

Computers and Internet
1995 2001 2001 2001

Personal com puters (per 1,000 people)
52.1 28.1

Com puters installed in educational institutions

(thousands) — — —

Internet users (thousands) — 8.0 18,777 68,936 .9

Source-. W o r l d  B a n k . ICT at a Glance: Turkmenistan, 2003. W o r l d  B a n k , 2 0 0 3  

•UNDP e st im a t e s (2 0 0 1 ).

• • A s o f  A p r i l  2 0 0 4 . P r i c e  in  c o m m e r c ia l  e x c h a n g e  ra t e  is g iv e n  in  p a r e n t h e se s.



Electric power, billions 
o f  kilowatt-hours 

Oil, millions o f  tons 

Gas, billions of cubic 

meters

Cem ent, thousands 

of tons

Cotton yarn, thousands 
of tons

Cotton fabric, millions 
of square meters 

Flour

84.3

9.4

5.3

60.1

1,050.0

5.4

1 2 .6

4.8

65.3

1,118.0

5 .1

10.5

4.4

35.7

690.0

5.3

9.9

4.5

32.3

437.0

1 1 .4

1 0 .1

4.9

35.2

438.0

20.8

1997

9.5

5.4

17.3

601.0

23.7

1998 1999 2000 2001* 2002* 2003* 2004*

Electric power, billions 

of kilow att-hours 9.4 8.9 8.8 9.1 9.4 9.7 9.9

Oil, millions of tons 6.8 7.2 10.0 11.0 13.5 19.5 24.0

Gas, billions of cubic 

meters 13.3 22.9 38.0 41.6 61.8 67.1 75.4

Cement, thousands 
of tons 750.0 780.0 1,000.0 1,200.0 1,200.0 1,200.0 1,200.0

Cotton yarn, thousands 
of tons 28.8 40.5 41.1 43.3 49.4 53.5 60.5

Cotton fabric, millions 

of square meters 38.9 41.3 48.1 51.0 55.4 74.5 85.8

Flour 371.8 512.7 — — — — —

Source-. Turkmenistan, vozropzhdenyi geniem  velikogo Turkmenbashy: Zolotaia epokha Turkmenistana v  tsifrakh i faktakh [ T u r k m e n i st a n , R e v iv e d  b y  t h e  G e ­

n iu s o f  Tu rk m e n b a sh y  t h e  G r e a t : Th e  G o ld e n  Ep o c h  o f  Tu r k m e n ist a n  in  N u m b e r s a n d  Fa c t s l . A sh g a b a t , 2 0 0 2 , 2 3 , 3 6 - 3 8 .

• G o v e r n m e n t  p r o g n o sis.



Tab le  9 . Tu r k m e n ist a n : Em p lo y m e n t  o f  Po p u la t io n  b y  Se c t o r  ( in  t h o u sa n d s)

7997 1992 1993 1994 7995 1996 7 997 1998 7999 2002 2003
TOTAL
Industries

Agriculture, forestry, and  

fishery 

Construction 

Transport and

1,527.4
154.3

163.4

1,577.5
154.6

646.1

164.1

1,627.9
169.3

695.7

169.3

1,691.5
169.1

711.4

170.8

1,748.7
176.6

739.2

159.1

1,780
183.4

783

146

1,815.9
203.4

811.8

132.2

1,838
229.8

844.4

108.2

1,908

887.5

com m unication 

W holesale and  retail

90.1 85.2 83 86.3 83.9 83.7 87.2 90.7

trade

Consumer services, real
85.5 88.3 100.9 108.3 110.2 108.3 109.0 115.8

estate, etc.

Health, social work, etc. 

Education, culture, and  art 

Science, research, etc. 

Public adm inistration and

36.7 
84.0

177.2

13.7

34.7
82.0

171.9

11.0

39.1
96.1 

182.3

9.8

47.4
98.1 

187.8

10.1

47.2
101.4

194.1

10.5

53.4

103.3

195.8

10.7

50.8

109.0

197.9

7.3

48.3

89.2

190.5

5.2

m anagem ent

O thers
32.1 44.2 22.8 22.0 24.5 26.7 27.2 28.8

Source-. 10 years o f  the Com m onwealth o f  lndefx?ndent States (1991- 2000): Stat ist ical Abstract. M o sc o w : S N C  St a t , 2 0 0 1 , 6 0 7 .

T ab le  1 0 . E th n ic  T re n d s  in  T u rk m e n is ta n  (in  th o u s a n d s )

1926 1939 1959 1970 1989 1995 2004*

Ethnic

Group%

N o.

%

N o

%

N o

%

N o

%

N o

%

N o

%

N o

%

Turkmens

Russians

U zbeks

Kazakhs

Tatars

Ukrainians

Armenians

Belujis

O thers

719.79
(73.7%)
75.35
(7.7%)
104.9

(10.7%)

9.47

(0.9%)

4.7

(0.5%)

6.8 
0.7% 
13.8

(1.4%) 
9.97 

(1.0%) 

(3.0%)

741.4 

(59.2%)
232.9

(18.6%)
107.4 

(8.6%)

61.3 

(4.9%) 

19.5 

(1.6%) 

21.7 
(1.7%) 
15.9 

(1.3%) 
5.3

(0.4%)

923.7 

(60.9%)
262.7 

(17.3%)
125.2
(8.2%)

69.5

(4.5%)

29.9 

(1.9%)

20.9 

(1.3%)
19.7 

(1.2%) 
7.6

(0.5%)

1,416.7 

(65.6%) 
313.0 

(14.5%) 
179.4 

(8.3%) 

68.5 

(3.1%) 

36.4 

(1.6%)

35.3 
(1.6%)
23.0 

(1.0%)
12.3 

(0.5%)

2,536.6

(72.0%)
333.8
(9.4%)
317.3
(9.0%)

87.8 

(2.5%)

39.2 

(1.1%)

35.5 

(1.0%)
31.8 

(0.9%)
28.2 

(0.8%)

3,449.6

(77%)
300.1 
(6.7%)
412.1 
(9.2%)

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

5,127.3

(81%)
n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

Total 975.59

(100%)

1,251.8

(100%)

1,516.3

(100%)

2 ,158 .8

(100%)

3,552 .7

(100%)

4,483 .2

(100%)

6 ,32 9 .0

(100%)

‘O f f i c ia l  e st im a t e s.





A p p e n d ix  B: Ch an g es in  Geo g rap h ic N a m e s

Since 1991 a significant n u m b e r  o f  geographic n a m e s  h a v e  been 

changed in  Turkm enistan in o rd e r  to  reflect the new p o l i t ic a l  an d  cu l ­

tural e n v iro n m e n t. This also r e f le c ts  an attempt to r e p la c e  Russian 

nam es, w h ic h  w ere widely in tro d u c e d  during the 20th c e n tu ry ,  by  tradi ­

tional T u rk m e n  names. This list p ro v id e s  major changes in  geog rap h ic  

nam es. A ll n ew  geographic n a m e s  a re  w ritten according to  th e  con tem ­

porary T u rk m e n  spelling.

WELAYATS ( F O R M E R L Y  O BLASTS)

A shgabat o b la s t  

C harjou  (C h a rg e w ) oblast 

K ra sn o v o d sk  ob last 

M ary o b la s t  

T ashauz o b la s t

A h a l w elaya t 

L e b a p  w elayat 

B a lk a n  w elayat 

M a ry  w elaya t

D a sh o g u z  (Da§oguz) w e la y a t*

E T R A P S  ( D I S T R I C T S )  I N  A H A L  W ELAYAT

A sh k h ab a t ra ion  

G iav ersk ii ra ion  

K ak insk ii ra io n  

K irovsk ii ra io n  

T ejenskii ra io n  

S erak h sk ii ra ion

Altyn A sy rsk ii  raion

B ah ard en sk ii raion  

G e o k -tep in sk ii raion

B a h a r ly  etrap  

G o k d e p e  etrap 

R u h a b a t  etrap  

A k  B ugday  etrap 

K a k a  etra p  

B ab a y k h a n  etrap 

T e je n  e trap  

S a ra g t  etrap  

A lty n  A syr etrap

1 9 7



1 9 8  •  A P PEN D IX  B

E T R A PS ( D I S T R I C T S )  IN  L E B A P  W ELA YA T

D arg an atin sk ii raion 

B o in y u z in sk ii raion 

D e n e v sk i i  raion 

C h a rd z h ev sk ii raion 

F a ra p s k ii  raion 

S a y a ts k i i  raion 

K arab ek au lsk ii raion 

K e rk in sk ii  raion 

K h a la c h sk i i  raion 

K had zh am b azsk ii raion  

C h arsh an g y n sk ii raion 

S a p a rm u ra t Niyazov ra io n  

S a k a rs k ii  raion

Birata etrap 

Garassyzlyk e tra p  

Galkynys etrap  

Serdarabat e trap  

Farap etrap 

Sayat etrap 

Garabekewul e tr a p  

Atam urat etrap  

Halach (H ala?) e tr a p  

Hojam baz etrap  

Koytendag etrap  

Beyik T urkm enbashy  

Sakar etrap

E T R A PS ( D I S T R I C T S )  IN  B A L K A N  W ELA YA T

K ra sn o v o d sk ii raion 

G a z a n d z h in sk ii raion 

G y z y la rb a tsk ii raion 

G a rry g a lin sk ii raion 

G y z y le tre k sk ii raion 

E se n g u ly isk ii  raion

Saparmurat T u rk m e n b a sh y  etrap

Bereket etrap

Serdar etrap

M agtymguly e trap

Etrek  etrap

Esenguly etrap

E T R A PS ( D I S T R I C T S )  IN  M A R Y  W ELA YA T

B a ira m a ly isk ii raion 

M a ry is k ii  raion  

V e k ilb az a rsk ii raion 

S a k a rch iag in sk ii raion 

M u rg a p sk ii  raion 

T u rk m e n g a lisk i raion 

Y o le tin sk ii raion 

T a g ta b a z a rsk ii raion 

G a ra g u m s k ii  raion

Bairam aly etrap  

M ary  etrap 

W ekil bazar etrap  

Sakar^age etrap  

M urgap etrap 

Turkm engala etrap  

Y olaten etrap 

Tagtabazar etrap  

G aragum  etrap



P ara k h a tsk ii ra ion  O g u z h a n  etrap

G u sh g y n sk ii raion  S e rh e ta b a t etrap

E T R A P S  (D I S T R I C T S )  I N  D A S H O G U Z  ( D A $ O G U Z )  W ELA YA T

A P P E N D I X  B •  1 9 9

T ash au zsk ii ra ion  

T agdyn sk ii ra ion  

K a lin in sk ii ra io n  

T e lm an sk ii ra ion  

L en in sk ii ra io n  

K o n e u rg en ch sk ii raion 

Y iy lansk ii ra io n  

O k tiab rsk ii ra ion

D a sh o g u z  (Da§oguz) e tr a p  

G o ro g lu  etrap 

B o ld u m sa z  etrap 

G u b a d a g  etrap 

A k d e p e  etrap

K o n e u rg en ch  (K o n e iirg en ?) e tra p * *  

Y y la n ly  etrap

S a p a rm u ra t Turkm enbashi e tr a p

C IT IE S  A N D  T O W N S

A sh k h ab a d

C hargou

M ary

Tashauz

N eb itdag

K ra sn o v o d sk

B airam aly

T edzhen

K y z y la rb a t

Kerki

C h eleken

Y oloten

G azan d z h y k

K ushka (G u sh g y )

K u n au rg en ch

Seidi

G o v u rd ak

Shatlyk

G um dag

K a ra-b o g az

A rchabil

A s h g a b a t  (Asgabat) 

T u rk m en a b a t (T iirk m en ab at) 

M a ry

D a sh o g u z  (Da$oguz) 

B a lk a n a b a t

T u rk m en b ash y  (T u rk m en b a§ y )

B a y ra m a ly

T e je n

S e rd a r

A ta m u ra t

H a z a r

Y o lo ten

B e re k e t

S e rh e ta b a t

K o n eu rg en ch  (K onetirgen^)

S e y id i

M a g d a n ly

S h a tly k  (§atlyk)

G u m d a g  

G a ra b o g a z  

A rc h a b il  (Arsabil)
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*The Turkmen spelling is Da$oguz. The English spelling  is Dashoguz. (The 
Turkm en lettera is pronounced and written as “sh”).

**The Turkmen word K oneurgen? is spelled K oneurgench  in English.

S o u rce : Neitralnyi Turkmenistan  newspaper (various years).

Additional information was obtained from Turkm enistan’s Central Library 
(A shgabat) in March 2004.

F o r Soviet-era geographic nam es see also SSSR: Adm inistrativnoie delenie 

so u ^n ikh  respublik [USSR: Administrative Composition o f the Union Re­
pub lics]. Moscow, 1965,470-474.
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t u r ie s a  n u m b e r  o f  M id d le  Ea st e r n  s c h o l a r s  an d  t r av e le r s d e s c r i b e d  t h e  la n d  to 

t h e  n o r t h  o f  I r a n  an d  the T u r k o m a n s —  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  l i v e d  in  t h i s  u n t a m e d  en ­

v i r o n m e n t . So m e  o f  t ho se w o r k s , w h i c h  w e r e  o r ig i n a l l y  w r i t t e n  in  A r a b i c , 

F a r s i , o r  T u r k i s h , h ave b een  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  ar e  a v a i la b le  in  E n g l i s h ,  Fr e n c h . 

R u s s i a n , a n d  o t h e r  Eu ro p ean  l a n g u a g e s .

Eu r o p e a n  e x p lo r e r s, sp ies, an d  a d v e n t u r e r s , w h o  t r av e led  t o  t h e  r e g io n  in  the 

lat e  1 8 t h  a n d  t h e  19th c e n t u r ie s, p r o d u c e d  v e r y  in t e rest in g  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  ac ­

c o u n t s o f  e v e n t s  an d  t ravel r ep o r t s. R u s s i a n  g eo g rap h ers an d  t r a v e l e r s  w r o t e  m o st  

o f  t h ese  r e p o r t s , as the Ru ssian  E m p i r e  w a s  o n e  o f  the p o w e r s t h a t  h a d  a p a r t ic ­

u la r  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  Cen t ral A sia n  r e g i o n , in c lu d in g  the lan d  p o p u l a t e d  b y  T u r k ­

m en s. T h i s  in t e r e st  w as ro o ted  in  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  secu re  the C a sp ia n  t r a d e  r o u t e  w it h  

i t s so u t h e r n  n e ig h b o r s, e sp e c ia l ly  w i t h  I r a n , Tu r k is t a n  (t h e  R u s s i a n  n a m e  f o r  the 

Ce n t r a l  A s i a n  r e g io n ), and  In d ia . I n  t h e  la t e  18th c e n t u r y  t h e  R u s s i a n s  w ere
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a m o n g  th e  first European r e s e a r c h e r s  w h o  produced a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  descrip tion 

o f  t h e  la n d  to  the east o f  th e  C a s p i a n  S ea , o f its p e o p le , c u s to m s ,  environm ent, 

a n d  h is to ry . In  the 19th c e n tu r y  th e  A nglo-R ussian  c o m p e t i t io n ,  know n as the 

“ G r e a t  G a m e ,” prom oted f u r th e r  s c h o la r ly  studies by W e s te rn  researchers.

A m o n g  th e  most in te re s t in g  t r a v e l  rep o rts  and b o o k s  o f  th a t  e ra  are w orks 

w r i t t e n  b y  severa l R ussian  o r i e n t a l i s t s  includ ing  G . E . D a n i le v s k i i ,  N . N. M u ­

r a v i o v ,  N . K hanykov , M . N . G a l k i n ,  G rig o rii K are lin , a n d  o th e r s ,  w h o  traveled  

t h r o u g h  th e  B ukhara E m ira te  a n d  K h iv a  K hanates a n d  th e  la n d  populated  by 

T u r k m e n s  in  the 19th c e n tu ry . F o r  e x a m p le , N. N . M u r a v io v ’s Puteshestvie  v 

T u r k m e n iu  i Khivu  v 1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 0  g g .  [T h e  Journey to  T u r k m e n ia  and  K hiva in 

1 8 1 9 - 1 8 2 0 ]  w as p u b lish ed  in  M o s c o w  and p ro v id e d  v a lu a b le  inform ation 

a b o u t  th e  T u rk m en  land and  p e o p le  o f  th a t era. T h is  g ro u p  o f  s c h o la r s  produced 

b r i l l i a n t  s tu d ie s  o f the c u s to m s , t r a d i t io n s ,  re lig ious a n d  e v e r y d a y  practices o f  

C e n t r a l  A s ia n  people in g e n e ra l  a n d  T urkm ens in p a r t ic u la r ;  h o w ev er, m any 

o f  t h e m  w e re  w ritten in R u s s ia n  a n d  n e v e r  translated  in to  E n g l i s h .

N u m e r o u s  reports and b o o k s  w r i t te n  by  W estern s c h o la r s  c a n  a lso  be found 

a m o n g  th e  pub lica tions o f  th a t  e r a .  T h e re  w ere m an y  W e s te rn  travelers  w ho 

m a n a g e d  to  su rv ive  the in h o s p i t a b le  d e se r ts  and m o u n ta in s  o f  C e n tra l A sia, in ­

c lu d i n g  A . Jen in g so n , I. B la n k e n n a g e l ,  A rm in ius V a m b e ri, a n d  o th e rs . For e x ­

a m p l e ,  in  th e  early  19th c e n tu ry  J a m e s  B a illie  F raser p u b l i s h e d  h is  Narrative o f  

a J o u r n e y  in to  Khorasan ( 1 8 2 5 )  a n d  A rth u r C onolly , w h o  v is i te d  Iran (then 

P e r s i a ) ,  C e n tra l A sia, and R u s s i a ,  p u b lis h e d  his book  J o u r n e y  to  the North o f  

In d ia , O v e r la n d  from  Russia, P e r s ia  a n d  A fghanistan  ( 1 8 3 8 ) ,  w h ic h  described  

c u s t o m s  a n d  traditions o f  v a r i o u s  p e o p le , including th e  T u rk m e n s . A few  

d e c a d e s  la te r , A rm inius V a m b e ri p u b lis h e d  his w id e ly  a c c l a im e d  Travels to 

C e n tr a l  A s ia :  Being the a c c o u n t o f  a  jo u rn e y  from  T eheran  a c r o s s  the Turko­

m a n  d e s e r t  on  the eastern s h o r e  o f  the  Caspian to  K h iv a ,  Bokhara , and  

S a m a r k a n d , perform ed  in the y e a r  1 8 6 3  (1864); Travels in C e n tr a l  A s ia  (1865); 

S k e tc h e s  o f  C en tra l Asia: A d d i t io n a l  c h a p ters  on m y travels, a d v e n tu re s , and on 

th e  e th n o lo g y  o f  Central A sia  ( 1 8 6 8 ) ;  a n d  several o th e r b o o k s ,  w h ic h  appeared 

in  E n g l i s h ,  G e rm a n , and R u s s ia n . A ro u n d  the sam e tim e E u g e n e  S c h u y le r  pub ­

l i s h e d  h i s  n a rra tiv es  o f  tra v e ls  t h r o u g h  C en tra l A sia  in T u r k is ta n :  N otes o f  a 

J o u rn ey ' in  R ussian  Turkistan, K h o k a n d , Bukhara and  K u ld ja  ( 1 8 7 6 ) .

M o r e  s y s te m a tic  w orks w e re  p r o d u c e d  in the second h a l f  o f  th e  19th  century, 

a s  th e  R u s s ia n s  sent several e x p e d i t io n s  th a t had the s p e c if ic  p u rp o s e  o f  study ­

in g  T u r k m e n  h is to ry  and g e o g ra p h y  a n d  co llec ting  h is to r ic a l m a te r ia ls ,  includ ­

in g  a r c h e o lo g ic a l  artifacts, o r ig in a l  d o c u m e n ts ,  and n a r r a t iv e s .  M . A likhanov, 

E . I b r a g im o v ,  P. M . L essar, N . G . P e tr u s e v ic h ,  and m any  o th e r s  p u b lis h e d  valu ­

a b le  r e p o r t s .  T h o se  useful s o u r c e s  in c lu d e  N ikolai G r o d e k o v ’s  Voina  v Turk- 

m e n ii:  P o k h o d  Skobeleva  v 1 8 8 0 - 1 8 8 1  gg. [T he W ar in T u rk m e n ia :  T h e  A ssault 

o f  S k o b e le v  in  1880-1881) in  f o u r  v o lu m e s  (1 8 8 3 -1 8 8 4 ) . In  a d d it io n  som e 

R u s s ia n  a d m in is tra to rs  and s c h o la r s  p u b lish e d  their s tu d ie s  o f  T u rk m e n  land.
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A . L o m a k in  p u b lis h e d  h is O b y c h n o ie  p r a v o  Turkmen (A d a t) [ C o m m o n  Law  

am o n g  T u r k m e n  (A dat)J in 1897 ; F . M .  M ik h a ilo v  p u b lish e d  h i s  T u z e m ts y  Za- 

c a sp iisk o i o b la s t i  i ikh zhizn  [ I n d ig e n o u s  P e o p le  o f  Z a c a s p ia n  O b l a s t  a n d  their 

life  ( s ty le ) ]  in  1900; D. N . L o g o f e t  p u b lis h e d  B u kh a rsko ie  K h a n s tv o  pod  

R ussk im  p r o te k to r a to m  [T he B u k h a r a  K h a n a te  under the  R u s s i a n  P ro te c tio n ] . 

A t the  s a m e  t im e ,  several b o o k s  in  E n g l i s h  ap p eared  in th e  W e s t .  F o r  e x a m p le , 

H enry  F r a n c i s  S k r in e  and E d w a rd  D e n i s o n  R o ss  p ub lished  a  d e t a i l e d  h is to ry  o f 

the r e g io n  in  T he H eart o f  A sia : A  H i s to r y  o f  Russian T u rk e s ta n  a n d  th e  C en ­

tra l A s ia n  K h a n a te s  from  E a rlie s t T im e s  (1 8 9 3 ) .

In th e  l a t e  19 th  and  early  2 0 th  c e n t u r i e s  th e  R ussian  sc h o o l o f  O r ie n t a l  s tu d ­

ies b e c a m e  p a r t ic u la r ly  active a n d  p r o d u c e d  s ign ifican t w o rk s  o n  C e n t r a l  A sian  

h is to ry , in c lu d in g  the h isto ry  o f  t h e  T u rk m e n s . T he r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  this 

sch o o l p u b l i s h e d  very  c o m p re h e n s iv e  h is to r ic a l  research , w h ic h  b e c a m e  c la s ­

sics o f  R u s s i a n  O rien ta lism . T h e  R u s s i a n  scho lars A . U . I a k u b o v i c h ,  P. P. 

Iv a n o v , F . P o y a rk o v ,  N ikolai N ik o la e v i c h  P an tu so v , A le k s a n d r  A le k s a n d r o v ic h  

S e m e n o v ,  A le k s a n d r  N ik o la e v ic h  S a m o i lo v ic h ,  a n d  N i k o l a i  Iv a n o v ic h  

V e s e lo v s k ii  is s u e d  num erous a r t ic l e s  a n d  re p o r ts  on th e ir  f in d in g s .  R u s s ia n  o ri ­

e n ta l is t V a s i l i i  B a rto ld  (1 8 6 9 -1 9 3 0 )  p u b l i s h e d  h is Turkestan D o w n  to  th e  M o n ­

g o l I n v a s io n  a n d  Ocherk istorii tu r k m e n s k o g o  naroda  [A n E s s a y  o n  th e  H isto ry  

o f  th e  T u r k m e n  P eop le], w hich  s t r o n g ly  in flu e n c e d  both  the  R u s s i a n  a n d  T u rk ­

m en  s c h o l a r ly  s tu d ie s  o f the o r ig in  o f  th e  T urkm ens and  th e  a n c i e n t  c iv i liz a ­

tio n s  th a t  th r iv e d  in what is now  T u r k m e n is ta n .

T h e  B o ls h e v ik  R evolu tion , r ise  o f  n a t io n a l  identity , s ta te  d e l i m i t a t i o n  in  C en ­

tra l A s ia  in  1 9 2 2 -1 9 2 4  had a  f a r - r e a c h in g  im p ac t on the  s tu d y  o f  t h e  h is to ry  o f 

the  T u r k m e n s  a n d  the T urkm en la n d .  In  1928 the Institu te  o f  T u r k m e n  C u ltu re  

w as e s t a b l i s h e d  in A shgabat, w h ic h  c o n t r ib u t e d  notably to  th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  the 

in d ig e n o u s  h is to r ic a l school. In i t ia l ly  h is to r ic a l  studies a b s o rb e d  th e  b e s t  trad i ­

tio n s  o f  th e  T s a r is t  Im perial sc h o o l o f  O r ie n ta l  studies. In th e  1 9 2 0 s  E .  P. M agi- 

d o v ic h , A g a  K a ry e v , V. G . M o s h k o v a ,  a n d  o th e rs  cond u c ted  th e i r  s t u d ie s  o n  so ­

c ia l , e th n o g r a p h ic ,  and eco n o m ic  c h a n g e s  in  the T urkm en la n d .  Y e t ,  v e ry  soon 

h is to r ic a l s tu d ie s  becam e h igh ly  p o l i t i c i z e d  and  often h e a v ily  c e n s o r e d .  M any  

p u b l ic a t io n s  o n  th e  history o f  th e  r e p u b l i c  w ere  designed  to  e n d o r s e  th e  c o m ­

m u n is t id e o lo g y  and  Soviet in t e rp r e ta t io n  o f  h isto ry  and  to  j u s t i f y  th e  s ta te  d e ­

l im ita t io n  in  th e  region and c re a t io n  o f  th e  T urkm en  S o v ie t S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic . 

T h e  b u lk  o f  th e  h isto rical resea rch  o n  T u rk m e n is ta n  w as fo c u s e d  o n  th e  h is to ry  

o f  th e  C o m m u n is t  Party, civil w a r, a n d  p e a s a n t  m ovem ents a n d  o f t e n  th e y  w ere 

m o re  a  p a r t  o f  S o v ie t p ropaganda r a t h e r  th a n  o f  scholarly  s tu d ie s .

D e s p i te  th e  coun tless lim ita tio n s  im p o s e d  by the g o v e rn m e n t ,  s e v e r a l  ind i ­

v id u a l s c h o la r s  continued the b e s t t r a d i t io n s  o f  the R ussian  s c h o o l  o f  O rien ta l 

s tu d ie s . F o r  e x a m p le . G eorgii K a r p o v  p u b lish e d  his O ch e rk i p o  is to r i i  tu rk ­

m e n sk o g o  n a ro d a  t Turkmenistana  v  V I I I - X I X  vekakh [E ssay s  o n  th e  H is to ry  o f 

T u rk m e n  P e o p le  and T u rk m en is tan  in  th e  8 th -1 9 th  c e n tu r ie s ]  in  19 4 0 ; Iurii
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B r e g e l  p u b lish ed  his K h o r e z m s k ie  Turkm eny v X IX  v e k e  [T h e  T urkm ens o f  

K h o r e s m  in  19th cen tu ry ] in  1 9 6 1 ; and  S. G . A g a d z h a n o v  published h is 

O c h e r k i  is to rii oguzov i tu r k m e n  S re d n e i Azii v IX -X 1 I v e k a k h  | E ssays on the 

H i s t o r y  o f  th e  O guzs and  T u r k m e n s  in  the  9th—13th  c e n tu r ie s ] .

W h e n  th e  “ iron cu rta in "  w a s  e r e c te d  in the 1930s, W e s t e r n  acad em ies w ere 

s e v e r e ly  lim ite d  in the ir a c c e s s  to  h is to r ic a l data and  a r c h iv a l  d o cu m en ta tio n  in 

T u r k m e n i s t a n .  One o f  the m a in  p ro b le m s , w hich s e r io u s ly  h in d e re d  study o f  

T u r k m e n  h is to ry , was the in a c c e s s ib i l i ty  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n ’s  a r c h iv e s  and statis ­

t i c a l  d e p a r tm e n ts  both fo r f o r e ig n  a n d  loca l research ers . I n s t e a d ,  th e  Soviet au ­

t h o r i t i e s  freq u en tly  p u b lish ed  s e l e c t e d  co llec tions o f  a r c h iv a l  d o c u m e n ts , such 

a s  R u ssk o -T u rkm e n sk ie  o tn o s h e n ia  v 18-19  vekakh ( d o  p r iso e d in e n ia  Tur- 

m e n is ta n a  k  Rossii): S b o m ik  a r k h ix h y k h  dokum entox  |R u s s ia n -T u rk m e n  R ela ­

t i o n s  in  th e  18 th—19th C e n tu r ie s  (B e fo re  the A n n e x a tio n  o f  T u rk m en istan  to 

R u s s i a ) :  C o lle c tio n  o f A rc h iv a l D o c u m e n ts ] :  R e v o lu ts io n n o ie  d v izh en ie  v Turk- 

m e n is ta n e  v 1905-1917 gg.: S b o m i k  arkh ivnykh  d o k u m e n to x  [T h e  R evolu tion ­

a ry  M o v e m e n t  in T u rk m e n is ta n  in  1 9 0 5 -1 9 1 7 : C o lle c tio n  o f  A rc h iv a l D ocu ­

m e n t s ] ;  a n d  m an y  others. Y et, th o u g h  th e s e  co llec tions w e re  o f t e n  censo red  and 

n o t  a lw a y s  re liab le , they r e m a in e d  th e  o n ly  sources fo r  a  w h o le  generation  o f  

S o v ie t  h is to r ia n s .

B y  th e  m id d le  o f the 20 th  c e n tu r y ,  h o w ev er, a new  n a t iv e  s c h o o l o f  his tori ­

a n s  b e g a n  to  em erge . T h is d e v e lo p m e n t  w as particu la rly  f a c i l i t a t e d  by the e s ­

t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  T u rk m en is tan 's  b r a n c h  o f  the  A cadem y o f  S c i e n c e s  o f  the USSR 

in  J a n u a r y  1941 . In 1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 0  a  t e a m  o f  h is to rians o f  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  Sciences 

o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n  produced a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  tw o-vo lum e w o r k ,  Turkm enistanyn  

S S R -n y n  ta ry k h y  [The H isto ry  o f  T u r k m e n  SSR], w h ich  c o v e r e d  th e  history  o f  

th e  T u r k m e n s  and  T urkm en la n d  f r o m  ancien t tim es to  th e  S o v ie t  era . A las, 

h ig h ly  p o l i t ic iz e d  issues, su ch  a s  r e la t io n s  w ith Iran an d  A f g h a n i s ta n ,  the Bol­

s h e v ik  r e v o lu t io n ,  the civ il w a r . a n d  c o llec tiv iza tio n  w e re  e i t h e r  c o v e red  very 

s e l e c t i v e ly  o r  w ere in cred ib ly  d i s to r t e d .  D uring  th is p e r io d  a  la rg e  num ber o f  

b o o k s  w a s  p u b lish ed  on the h i s to r y  o f  th e  C om m unist P a r ty  o f  T u rk m en istan , 

m o s t  o f  th e m  artific ially  c o n s t ru c te d  a n d  heav ily  o v e r lo a d e d  w i th  S o v ie t prop ­

a g a n d a ,  in c lu d in g  T u rk m e n is ta n y n  K om m unistyk  P a r t ia s y n y n  tarykhynyn  

o c h e r k le r i  [E ssa y s  on the H is to ry  o f  T u rk m en is tan  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty ] .

B e tw e e n  1970  and 1971 a t e a m  o f  T urkm en istan  s c h o la r s  p ro d u c e d  Sovet 

T u r k m e n is ta n y n  tarykhy ( 1 9 1 7 -1 9 3 7 ) :  1 -2  belym  [T he H is to r y  o f  S o v ie t Turk ­

m e n is ta n :  V o lu m e 1 and 2 ] , w h ic h  p re s e n te d  a slightly  d i f f e r e n t  in terp re ta tion  

o f  T u r k m e n  h is to ry . A gain , m a n y  to p i c s ,  like  the h is to ry  o f  t h e  R u ss ia n  policy 

in to  th e  T u rk m e n  land, som e e p i s o d e s  o f  c iv il war. S ta l in ’s  p u r g e s ,  a n d  many 

o th e r  d e c i s iv e  aspects  w ere c o v e r e d  s e le c tiv e ly  or no t c o v e r e d  a t  a l l ,  although 

th e  w o r k  in tro d u c e d  som e new  a r c h i v a l  fin d in g s  and u n d e r to o k  re in te rp re ta tio n  

o f  c e r t a in  e v e n ts .
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In th e  1 9 7 0 s  th e  governm en t o f  T u r k m e n i s ta n  in itia ted th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the 

n a tio n a l e n c y c lo p e d ia .  B e tw een  1 9 7 4  a n d  1989 the T u rk m e n  E n c y c lo p e d ia  

P u b l is h in g  H o u s e  produced  10 v o l u m e s  o f  th e  Turkmen S o v e t E n ts y k lo p e d ia s y  

[T u rk m e n  S o v ie t  E ncyc loped ia ] in  t h e  T u rk m e n  language . T h i s  w o r k  w a s  the 

first a n d  r e m a in s  the  on ly  u n iv e r s a l  e n c y c lo p e d ic  w ork  in th e  T u r k m e n  lan ­

g u ag e . In  a d d i t io n ,  the T urk m en  E n c y c lo p e d i a  Pub lish ing  H o u s e  p u b l is h e d  a 

o n e -v o lu m e  e n c y c lo p e d ia  in T u r k m e n  in  1972  and in R u s s ia n  in  1 9 8 4 . T hese  

e n c y c lo p e d ia s  re m a in  am ong th e  m o s t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  re f e r e n c e  w o r k s  o n  So ­

v iet T u r k m e n i s ta n ,  a lthough so m e  a r t i c l e s  w e re  packed w ith  d i s t o r t e d  s ta tis tic s  

and  S o v ie t  p ro p a g a n d a .

D e s p i te  a l l  lim ita tio n s  and th e  s h o r ta g e  o f  orig inal so u rc e s  s e v e r a l  W estern  

s c h o la rs  c o n t i n u e d  the ir resea rch  o n  th e  h is to ry  and c u ltu re  o f  T u rk m e n is ta n  

and  S o v ie t  C e n t r a l  A sia  in the p o s t - W o r l d  W ar II era. S u ch  s c h o l a r s  a s  M ichae l 

R y w k in , E d w a r d  A llw orth . A le x a n d re  B e n n in g se n , S h ir in  A k in e r ,  a n d  o thers 

e n c o u ra g e d  l iv e ly  debates and  m a d e  im p o r ta n t  co n trib u tio n s  to  t h e  re s e a rc h  on 

C en tra l A s i a  in  th e  1970s and  1 9 8 0 s .  H o w e v e r ,  there w ere  s t i l l  v e r y  fe w  books 

d e v o te d  e n t i r e l y  to  T urkm en istan .

A fte r  1 9 9 1  T u rk m en  p u b lish e rs  b e g a n  p rin tin g  a b road r a n g e  o f  b o o k s  co v ­

e r in g  T u r k m e n  h is to ry , cu ltu re , a n d  f o lk lo r e .  T here w ere  s e v e r a l  p u b lic a tio n s  

on  m o d e r n  h is to ry , w hich w ere w r i t te n  f o r  th e  general p u b lic  a n d  p r e s e n te d  new  

tre n d s  in  h is to r i c a l  thinking in T u r k m e n i s ta n .  T hese  inc lude  a p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the 

I s to r ik o -k u l tu m o e  nasledie T u r k m e n is ta n a  [H isto rical and  C u l tu r a l  H e r i ta g e  o f  

T u rk m e n is ta n ]  (in  Russian) by th e  T u r k m e n  governm en t in c o o p e r a t io n  w ith 

the U n i te d  N a t io n s  D eve lopm en t P r o g r a m  (U N D P ) in 2 0 0 0 .

In a d d i t i o n ,  th e  governm ent o f  T u r k m e n is ta n  began p u b l ic a t io n  o f  a  w ide 

ran g e  o f  a r t i c le s  and books in w h ic h  th e  S ov iet-era  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  T u rk ­

m e n is ta n ’s  h is to ry  w as s ig n ifican tly  r e v i s e d .  A n im portant b e n c h m a r k  w as  the 

b ook  R u k h n a m a  by  President S a p a r m u r a t  N iy azo v  (T u rk m e n b a s h y ) .  w h ic h  en ­

d o rse d  a  n e w  o ffic ia l in te rp re ta tio n  o f  T urkm en  h is to ry . T h i s  b o o k  w as 

re p r in te d  in  T u rk m e n . R ussian , E n g l i s h ,  a n d  several o th e r  l a n g u a g e s  an d  is 

a v a ila b le  o n l in e .  It is taught at th e  m i d d le ,  h igh  school, an d  u n iv e r s i t y  levels 

and  b e c a m e  p a r t o f  the national id e o lo g ic a l  doctrine . T h e  M in i s t r y  o f  F o re ign  

A ffa irs  r e g u la r ly  publishes c o l le c t io n s  o f  d o cu m en ts  on  d o m e s t i c  a n d  fo re ign  

p o licy  i s s u e s .  O n e  o f  the e x a m p le s  o f  s u c h  pub lica tions is  F o r e ig n  P o licy  o f  

N e u tra l T u rkm en is ta n : Speeches, S ta te m e n ts  and  In terv iew s b y  P r e s id e n t o f  

T u rk m e n is ta n  Saparm urat T u r k m e n b a s h y  (A sh g ab a t. 1997).

S in c e  t h e  1 9 9 0 s independent a n d  o p p o s i t io n  scholars and  jo u r n a l i s t s  h av e  had 

no  v o ic e  in  T u rk m en istan 's  tig h tly  c o n t r o l l e d  m ass m edia a n d  a c a d e m ia ,  and 

have  p u b l i s h e d  m o s t o f their w o rk s o v e r s e a s .  In the 1990s and  e a r ly  2 0 0 0 s  m any 

T u rk m e n  in te lle c tu a ls  went into  e x i l e  in  R u ssia . Sw eden. N o r w a y ,  a n d  o ther 

c o u n tr ie s  w h e re  they  established v ib r a n t  in te llec tual c o m m u n it ie s ,  p ro d u c in g  a
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n u m b e r  o f  jo u rn a ls  and s c h o la r ly  a n d  p o lem ic  books in T u r k m e n  an d  Russian as 

w e l l  a s  in  o th e r  languages. I n d e p e n d e n t  scholar Dr. S h o k h r a t  K adyrov , for e x ­

a m p l e ,  p re p a re d  and p u b lis h e d  a  f ir s t  volum e o f  h is  m o n u m e n ta l  R o s s i i s k o -  

T u r k m e n s k i i  i s to r ic h e s k i i  s l o v a r '  [R u ssian -T u rk m en  H is to r ic a l  D ictionary] in 

2 0 0 1  a n d  N a t s i a  p ie m e n  [T h e  N a t io n  o f  Tribes] in 2 0 0 3  ( b o t h  in  R ussian).

S i n c e  T u rk m en is tan ’s in d e p e n d e n c e  the resu lts o f  s e v e r a l  com prehensive  

s t u d i e s  o n  th is  country w e re  p u b l i s h e d  in E nglish in  t h e  W e s t . In 1994 the 

W o r ld  B a n k  produced the c o m p r e h e n s iv e  report T u r k m e n i s t a n .  In 1995 the In ­

t e r n a t i o n a l  M onetary  F u n d  ( I M F )  a ls o  p roduced a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  report. 

T u r k m e n i s t a n — B a c k g r o u n d  P a p e r  a n d  S t a t i s t i c a l  A p p e n d i x .  C ollec tions o f  

d o c u m e n t s  o n  C entral A s ia , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a large s e c t io n  o n  T urkm en istan , 

w e r e  p u b l is h e d  by S harpe  in  T h e  S o v i e t  M u l t i n a t i o n a l  S t a t e :  R e a d i n g s  a n d  

D o c u m e n t s  in 1990 and R u s s i a  a n d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S ta te s :  

D o c u m e n t s ,  D a ta ,  a n d  A n a l y s i s  in  1 9 9 6 . Yet, m ost o f  th e  p u b l ic a t io n s  w ritten 

b y  W e s te r n  scho lars in the  1 9 9 0 s ,  p a rtic u la rly  on  h is to ry , p o l i t i c s ,  and social 

a n d  e c o n o m ic  d eve lopm en t, w e r e  d is p e r s e d  in m ajor a c a d e m ic  jo u rn a ls  and e d ­

i te d  v o lu m e s  and there w e re  f e w  m o n o g rap h s e n t i r e ly  d e v o te d  to  T urk ­

m e n i s t a n .  In  the m ean tim e, b e tw e e n  1991 and 2 0 0 4  T u r k m e n  an d  R ussian 

s c h o l a r s  p ro d u c e d  a n u m b er o f  s c h o la r ly  books on the m o d e m  h is to ry  o f  T urk ­

m e n i s t a n  in  b o th  T urkm en a n d  R u s s i a n ,  using  new ly  o p e n e d  a rc h iv e s , statisti ­

c a l m a t e r i a l  an d  m em oirs, a n d  r e in te r p r e t in g  many h is to r ic a l  e v e n ts  and  devel ­

o p m e n t s .  In  2004  S teven  S a b o l  a n d  Sean R o b erts  p u b l i s h e d  the book 

T u r k m e n i s t a n  in the P o s t-C o m m u n is t  S ta te s  and N a tio n s  s e r i e s .

S e v e r a l  a n n u a l pub lica tions h a v e  b e e n  covering  the p o s t in d e p e n d e n c e  devel ­

o p m e n t  o f  th e  republic since  th e  1 9 9 0 s . T h e  most a u th o r i t a t iv e  a re  the annual 

T u r k m e n i s t a n :  H u m a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  R e p o r t  sponsored  b y  th e  U N D P ; C o m ­

m o n w e a l t h  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  b y  th e  In terstate  S ta t is tic a l C o m m it te e  o f the 

C o m m o n w e a l th  o f  In d ep en d en t S ta t e s  (sem iannua lly , M o s c o w ,  R u ssia ), and 

T u r k m e n i s t a n :  R e c e n t  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  pub lish ed  b y  th e  IM F  (sem ian ­

n u a l ly ,  W a s h in g to n , D .C .). T h e  q u a r t e r ly  pub lication  T u r k m e n i s t a n  prepared  by 

th e  E c o n o m i s t  In telligence U n it ( E I U )  (L o n d o n ) is o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  frequently  

u p d a te d  s o u r c e s  on curren t e c o n o m ic  a n d  political d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  an d  the an ­

n u a l r e v i e w  o n  T urkm enistan  p u b l i s h e d  b y  Freedom  H o u s e ’s  p r o j e c t  N a t io n s  in  

T r a n s i t  (W a s h in g to n . D .C .) is  o n e  o f  th e  m o st c o m p re h e n s iv e  e x a m in a tio n s  o f  

th e  c u r r e n t  p o litic a l and socia l s i tu a t io n .

M a j o r  c o lle c tio n s  o f h is to ric a l d o c u m e n ts  on T u rk m e n is ta n  m a y  b e  found at 

th e  N a t io n a l  A rch iv e  o f T u rk m e n is ta n .  T h e  m ost c o m p re h e n s iv e  a n d  system at­

ic a l ly  o r g a n iz e d  co llections o f  b o o k s ,  p e rio d ica ls , and  d o c u m e n t s  are  to be 

fo u n d  in  th e  C e n tra l N ational L ib r a r y ,  in  th e  library o f  the  T u r k m e n  S ta te  (M ag- 

t u m g u ly )  U n iv e rs ity  and in s o m e  o t h e r  in s titu tions. T h e  N a t io n a l  S ta tis tica l In ­

s t i tu te  u n d e r  th e  C abinet o f  M in is t r i e s  h a s  a  substantial a r c h i v e  o f  statistical 

m a te r i a l s  d a t in g  from  the e a rly  S o v ie t  e ra .  It publishes th e  m o n th ly ,  quarterly ,
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annual, a n d  s e m ia n n u a l s ta tis tic a l r e v i e w s  o f  eco n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e lo p ­

m ent. H o w e v e r ,  th e  au tho rities im p o s e  s o m e  lim ita tion s  o n  b o th  l o c a l  a n d  fo r ­

e ign u s e r s ,  a n d  m a n y  d o cu m en ts , e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  p repared  b e tw e e n  199 2  and 

2004, a re  c l a s s i f ie d  as l$ d e  u l a n t n a k  i i g i n  ( d l i a  s l u z h e b n o g o  p o l ' z o v a n i y a  in 

R u ss ian ) ( f o r  re s tr ic te d  use o n ly ) .

S ev e ra l s m a l l  b u t no tew orthy  c o l l e c t i o n s  c a n  also  be fo u n d  o v e r s e a s  a t In d i ­

ana U n iv e r s i ty ,  th e  U n iversity  o f  W a s h i n g to n ,  and  the S c h o o l o f  O r ie n t a l  and 

A frican  S t u d i e s  in L ondon . Im p o rta n t c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  19th an d  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  d o c ­

um en ts a n d  s ta t i s t ic a l  data  m ay  a ls o  b e  f o u n d  a t m ajor a rc h iv e s  a n d  l ib r a ry  c o l ­

lec tions in  M o s c o w , although m o s t o f  t h e m  h a v e  very lim ited  m a t e r i a l s  o n  po st- 

Sov ie t T u r k m e n is ta n .

S in ce  th e  la te  1990s several w e b s i t e s  h a v e  becom e a v a ila b le  o n  th e  In te rn e t 

and are  u s e f u l  fo r  people w ho r e s e a r c h  th e  m o d e m  histo ry  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l ­

o p m en t o f  T u rk m e n is ta n . H ow ever, m o s t  o f  th e  In ternet-based  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  both  

in R u ss ia n  a n d  T u rk m en , are p re p a re d  o u t s id e  the  republic  an d  r u n  b y  in d e p e n ­

dent g ro u p s  o r  opposition  parties. T h e r e  w e re  a lso  T u rk m e n is ta n  g o v e rn m e n t-  

sp o n so re d  a t t e m p ts  to  establish m a jo r  I n te rn e t  sites in E n g lish . S o m e  reg io n a l 

m edia o u t l e t s ,  su c h  as T h e  T im e s  o f  C e n t r a l  A s i a  (its p re d e c e s so r w a s  T h e  C e n ­

t r a l  A s i a n  P o s t ) ,  regularly  cover e v e n ts  in  T u rk m en is tan  in E n g lish  a n d  a re  a v a il ­

able  b o th  in  h a rd  co p y  and on line . T h e  In te rn e t  new spaper w w w .tu rk m e n is ta n .rn  

c o m p re h e n s iv e ly  co v ers  d e v e lo p m en t in  T u rk m e n is ta n  in R u ss ia n . T h e  c o n s titu ­

tion , m a jo r  la w s ,  an d  legal d o c u m e n ts  h a v e  a ls o  becom e a v a ila b le  o n  th e  In te r ­

net th ro u g h  n u m e ro u s  projects s p o n s o r e d  b y  th e  Soros F o u n d a tio n , O p e n  S o c i ­

e ty  I n s t i t u te ,  T A C IS , U nited S ta t e s  A g e n c y  for In te rn a t io n a l A s s is ta n c e  

(U S A ID ), a n d  o th e r  sources.
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2 5 5 .0 7 .0 2 .01 .02 .00/09/0113524N ow  f a m o u s  f o r  i ts  h u g e  oil a n d  g a s  r e s o u r c e s ,  Turknr 

an d  c a p t iv a t in g  h is to ry . For c e n tu r ie s  t h e  T u rk m en s w ere  k n o w n  a s  c o u ra g e o u s  

w arrio rs w h o  l e f t  d e e p  m arks in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  such c o u n t r ie s  a s  In d ia , Russia, 

A fg h a n is ta n , T u rk e y , Iran , Iraq, a n d  E g y p t .  T h e  skillful c ra f ts m e n  b u i l t  ex tra o rd in a ry  

a rc h ite c tu ra l m o n u m e n t s ,  n u m e ro u s  r u in s  o f  w h ich  can still b e  f o u n d  all over th e  

country, a n d  p r o d u c e d  fam ous c a r p e ts  t h a t  rem a in  highly v a lu e d  in  m a n y  p arts  o f 

th e  w o rld . Y e t, f o r  c e n tu r ie s ,  fo re ig n  i n v a d e r s  a n d  local tr ib a l a n d  c l a n  le a d e rs  have 

p la g u e d  t h e  T u r k m e n  land . A f te r  m o r e  th a n  15 y e a r s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  

T u rk m en is tan  s till f a c e s  a m ultitude o f  d if f ic u l t ie s ,  including e c o n o m i c  a n d  structural 

issu es, s e c u r i t y  c h a l le n g e s ,  g ro w in g  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e tw e e n  v a r i o u s  c lan s, an d  

w id e s p re a d  p o v e r ty .

Historical D ictionary o f Turkmenistan, t h e  f irs t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e f e r e n c e  bo o k  in 

E n g lish , p r o v i d e s  a  c o n c ise  o v e r v i e w  o f  th e  h is to r ic a l d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

T u rk m en is tan . T h e  in tro d u c tio n  a n d  c h r o n o l o g y  ou tline T urkm en h is to ry ,  w ith a focus 

on th e  2 0 th  c e n t u r y ;  political a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e lo p m e n t;  e t h n i c  p o lic ie s ; an d  

n a tio n  b u i ld i n g .  T h e  d ic tio n a ry  c o n s is ts  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 0  e n t r i e s  a n d  is cross- 

re fe re n c e d  f o r  e a s y  u s e  by in te rn a tio n a l  c o n s u l ta n ts ,  N G O  a c t iv i s t s ,  p o licy m ak ers , 

sc h o la rs , a n d  s t u d e n t s .  T he s u b s ta n t ia l  b ib l io g ra p h y  h e lp s  r e a d e r s  f in d  m ateria ls  

an d  r e s o u r c e s  in  sp e c ia liz e d  s u b je c t  a r e a s .
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